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CHAP. XVIL 

Foundation of Conflantinopk. — Political Syjltm of 
Conjlantinc and his SucceJJors. — Military Difcipli* 
ne. — The Palace. — . The Finances. 



Jl he unfortunate Licinius Was the laft rival wlio ^^^^ 
oppofed the greatnefs, and the laft captive 'v^ho 
adorned the triumph , of Conftantine. After a 
tranquil and profperous reign , the Conqueror 
bequeathed to his family the iiiheritance of tha 
Roman Empire; a new capital, a new policy , 
and a new religion ; and the innovations which 
he eftablished have been embraced and confecrated 
by facceeding generations. The age of the greae 
Conftantine and his fons is filled with important 
Vol. IIL- A 



z THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAT, events 5 but the hlftorian muft be oppreffed by 
^v^^- their number and variety, unlefs he diligently 
feparates from each other the fcfenes which are 
connected only by the order of time. He will 
defcribe the political inftitutions that gave ftrength 
and {lability to the empire, before he proceeds to 
relate the wars and revolutions which hafiened its 
decline. He will ad6pt the divifion unknown to 
the ancients , of civil and ecclefiaftical affairs : the 
victory of the Chriftians , and their inteftine dit 
cord , will fupply copious and diftinct materials 
bdlh for edification and for fcandal> 
Defign of After the defeat and abdication of Licinius , his 
a newca- yjctor^ous rival proceeded to lay the foundations 
A. D.3a4. of a city, deftined to reign, in future times, the 
miftrefs of the Eaft , and to furvive the empire 
and religion of Conftantine. The motives, whe» 
Uier of pride or of policy, which firft induced 
Diocletian to withdraw himfelf from the ancient fe^t 
of government , had acquired additional weight 
by the example of his fucceffors , and the habits 
oiF forty years. Rome was infenfibly confounded 
^ with tlie- dependent kingdoms which had once 
acknowledged her ftipreroacy ; and the couiitry of 
the Csefars was viewed with cold indifference by 
a martial pfince , born in the neighbourhood of 
the 'Danube , educated in the courts and armies of • 
Afia, andinveftcd with the purple by the legions 
of Britain. The Italians, who had received Con- 
ftantine. as their deliverer , fubmiflively obeyed 
the edicts ^ which he fottietimes condefcended to 
addrefs tothe lenate and people of Rome ; but 
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they wete feldom honoured with the prcrence of 
their new Sovereign. During the vigour of bis age, 
Conftantine , according to the various exigencies 
of peace and war » moved with slow dignity , or 
with active diligence, along the frontiers of his 
extenfive dominions; and was always prepared to 
take the field either againd a foreign or a domes- 
tic enemy. But as he gradually reached the fummit 
of profperity and the decline of life , iie began to 
meditate the defign of fixing in a more permanent 
flation the ftrength as well as majefly of the 
thione. In the choice of an* advantageous (itua« 
tion , he preferred the confines of Europe and 
Afia; to curb, with a powerful arm , the bar- 
barians who dwelt between the Danube and the 
Tanais; to watch with an eye of jealoufy the 
conduct of the Perfian monarch, who indignantly 
Supported the yoke of an ignominious treaty. WithI 
thefe views, Diocletian had felected and embellish* 
ed the refidence of Nicomedia: but the memory 
of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by the protector 
of the church ; and Conftantine was not infenfible 
to the ambition of founding a city which might 
perpetuate the glory of his own name. During 
the late operations of the war again ft Licinius, he 
. had fuificient opportunity to contemplate , both as 
a foldier and as a ftatefman , the incomparable 
pofition of Byzantium; and to obfervehow (Irong- 
ly it WIS guarded by nature againft an hoftile 
attack, whilft it was acceflible on every fide to 
the benefits of commercial intcrcourfe. Many ages 
before Conftantine » one of the moft judicious 
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c4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, hiftorians of antiquity ^ had defcribfcd the advan- 
*^"' tages of a fituation , from whence a feeble colony 
of Greeks derived the command of the fea , and 
the honours of a flourishing and independent re- 
public *. 
Defcrip. If ^e furvey Byzantium in the extent which it 

CON-** acquired with the auguft name of Conftantinople, J 
STANti* the figure of the imperial city may be reprefentcd 
under that of an unequal triangle. The obtufe 
point, which advances towards the eaft and the 
shores of Afia , meets and repels the waves of 
the Thracian Bofphorus. The northern' fide of 
the city is bounded by the harbour ; ^nd the 
fouthern is washed by the Propontis , or fea of 
Marmara. The bafis of the triangle is oppofed to 
the weft, and terminates the continent of Europe. 
But the admirable form and divifion of the cir- 
cumjacent land and water cannot, without a more 
ample explanation , be clearly or fufficiently un- 
derftood. 
The Bof* Tphg winding channel through which the waters 
p orns. ^^ ^j^^ Euxine flow with a rapid and inceffant 
courfe towards the Mediterranean , received the 
appellation of Bofphorus, a name not lefs cele- 
brated in the hiftory , than in the fables , of anti- 
quity '. A crowd of temples and of votive alters, 
profufely fcattered along its fteep and woody 
banks , attefted the unskilfulnefs , the terrors, and 
the devotion of the Grecian navigators , who , 
after the«example of the Argonauts, explored the 
. dangers of the inhofpitable Euxine. On thefe 
banks tradition long preferved the memory of the 
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palace of Phineus, infeftcd by the obfcene har- chaf. 
pies *; and of the fylvan reign of Amycus, who ^^"' 
defied the fon of Leda to the combat of the 
Ceftus \ The ftreights of the Bofphorus are tcr^ 
minated by the Cyanean rocks, which, according to 
the defcription of the poets , had once floated on the 
face of the waters; and were deftined by the 
gods to protect the entrance of the Euxine againft 
the eye of profane curiofity '. From the Cyaneaa 
rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium » 
the winding length of the Bofphorus extends about 
fixteen miles ', and its moft ordinary breadth may 
^be computed at about one mile and a half. The 
new caftles of Europe and Afia are conftructed, 
on either continent, upon the foundations of two 
celebrated temples, of Seraphis and of Jupiter Urius. 
The old caftles , a work of the Greek emperors , 
command the narrowed part of tbe channel , in a 
place where the oppofite banks advance within 
five hundred paces of each other. Thefe fortreffes 
were reftored and ftrengthened by Mahomet the 
Second , when he meditated the fiege of Conftan.* 
tinople * : but the Turkish conqueror was moft 
probably ignorant, that near two thoulahd years* 
before his reign , Darius had chofen the fame 
fituation to connect the two continents by a 
bridge of boats '. At a fmall diftance from the old 
caftles we difcover the little town of Chryfopolis, 
or Scutari , which may almofl: be confidered as the 
Afiatic fuburb of Conftan tinople. The Bofphorus, 
as it begins to open into the Fropontis, paffes 
between Byzantium and Chalcedon, The latter of 

A 3 



6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

cpAP. thofe cities was built by the Greeks, a few years 
*^^^' before the former ; and the blindnefs of its foun- 
ders, who overlooked the fuperior advantages of 
thf oppofite coaft, has been ftigmatized by a pro* 
yerbial expreffion of contempt **. 

The port. The harbour of Conftantinople, which may be 
confidered as an arm o£the Bofphorus , obtained, 
in a very remote period, the denomination of the 
Golden Horn. 7 he curve which it defcribes might 
b^ compared to the horn of a ftag, or, as it 
should feem , with more propriety, to that of an 
ox ". The epithet oi golden was expreffive of the 
riches which every wind wafted from the moft 
didant countries into the fecure and capacious port 
* of Conftintinople. The river Lycus, formed by 
the conflux of two little ftreams, pours into the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of fresh water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom , and to invite the 
periodical shoals of fish to feek their retreat in 
that convenient recefs. As the viciffitudes of tides 
are fcarcely felt in thofe feas , the conftant depth 
of the h^'bour allows goods to be landed on the 
quay^ without the afliftance of boats; and it has 
been obfcrved, that in many places the largeft 
veffels miy reft their prows againft the houfes, 
while their fterns are floating in the water ". From 
the mouth of the Lycus to that of the^arbour , 
this arm of the Bofphorus is more than feven 
miles in length. The entrance is about five hun- 
dred yards broad, and a ftrong chaiti could be oc- 
cafionally drawn acrofs it , to guard the port and 
city from the attackof an hoftile navy^ '*. 
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Between the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, the chap. 
shores of Europe and Afia receding on either fide ^'^'*- 
inclofe the fea of Marmara , which was known to pontii."** 
. the ancients by the denomination of Propontis. 
The navigation from the iffue of the Bofphorus to 
the entrance of the Hellefpont is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles* Thofe who fteer thcif 
weftward courfe through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis i may at once defcry the high lands of 
Thrace and Bithynia , and never lofe fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows **. They leave on the left a deep 
gulf , at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian; and 
they pafs the fmall islands of Cyzicus and PrQcon« 
nefus before they caft anchor at Gallipoli : where 
the fea, which feparates Afia from Europe , is 
again contracted into a narrow channel. 

The geographers who , with the mod skilful The iiei. 
accuracy , have furveyed the form and extent of ^^^p*'"*- 
the Hellefpont , aflign about fixty miles for th^ 
winding courfe , and about three miles for the 
ordinary breadth of thofe celebrated ftreights **. 
But the narrowed part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkijh caftles between 
the cities of Ceftus and Abydus. It was here that 
the adventurous Leandcr braved the paffage of 
the floot for the polfeffion of his miftrefs '*. It 
was here likewife, in a place where the diftance 
between the oppofite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces , that Xerxes impofed a ftupendous 
bridge of boats ^ for the purpofe of tranfporting 

A4 



8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, into Europe an hundred and feventy myriads of 
XV|i. barbarians '^ A fea contracted within fuch nar- 
row limits , may feem but ill to deferve the fin; 
gular epithet of broad , which Homer, as well as 
Orpheus, has frequently beftowed on the Hellef- 
pont. But our ideas of greatnefs are of a rela- 
tive nature : the traveller , and efpecially the poet> 
who failed along the Hellefpoqt , who purfued 
the windings of the ftream , and contemplated 
the rural fccnery , which appeared on every fide 
to terminate the profpeqt, infenfibly loft the re- 
membrance of, the fea ; and his fancy painted 
thofe celebrated ftreights , with all the attributes 
of ^ mighty river flowing with a fwift current, in 
the midft of a woody and inland country, and at 
length through a >vide mouth , difcharging itfelf 
into the Jlgean or Archipelago '*. Ancient Troy '*, 
feated on an eminence at the foot of Mount Ida , 
overlooked the mouth of the Hellefpont , which 
icargely received an acceflion of waters from the 
tribute of thofe immortal rivulets the Simois and 
Scamander.The Grecian camp had ftretched twelve 
miles along the shore from the Sigaean to the Rhsetean 
promontory ; and the flanks of the army were 
' guarded by the braveft chiefs who fought under 
the- bapners of Agamemnon. The firft of thofe 
promo^ was occupied by Achilles with his 

invincible Myrnaidons , and the dauntlefs Ajax 
pitched his tents on the other. After Ajax had 
fallen a facrifice to his difappointed pride , and 
to the ingratitude of the Greeks , his fepulchre 
w^s erected oa the grouad where he had def^ad§d 
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the navy againft the rage of Jove and of Hector; 
and the citizens of the rifing town of Rhaetcum 
celebrated his memory with divine honours *'. 
Before Gonftantine gave a juft preference to the 
fituation of Byzantium , he had conceived the 
defign of erecting the feat of empire on this 
celebrated fpot , from whence the Romans derived 
their fabulous origin. The extenfive plain which 
lies below ancient Troy , towatds the Rhaetean 
promontory and the tomb of Ajax , was *firft 
chofen for his new capital ; and , though the 
undertaking was foon relinquished , the (lately 
remains of unfinished walls and towers attracted 
the notice of all who failed through the ftreights 
of the Hellefpont ". 

We are at prefent qualified to view the advan- 
tageous pofition of Gonftantinople; which appears 
to have been formed by Nature for the centre aijd 
capital of a great monarchy. Situated in the forty- 
firft degree of latitude , the Imperial city com- 
manded , from her feven hills ** , the oppofite 
shores of Europe and Afia ; the climate was 
healthy and temperate , the foil fertile , the har- 
bour fecure and capacious ; and the approach on 
the fide of the continent was of fraall extent and 
eafy defence. The Bofphorus and die Hellefpont 
may be confidered as the two gates of Gonftanti- 
nople ; and the prince who poffeffed thofe im- 
portant paffagcs could always shut them againft a 
naval en^my , and open them to the fleets of com- 
merce. The prefervation of the eaftern provinces 
may, in fome degree, be afcribed to the policy 
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p H A p. of Gonftantine , as the Barbarians of the Euxine , 
^^°* who in the preceding age had poured their arma- 
ments into the heart of the Mediterranean , fooa 
defifted from the exercife of piracy, and defpaired 
of forcing this infurmountable barrier. When the 
gates of the Hellefpont and Bofphorus were shut , 
the capital ftill enjpyed , within their fpacious 
inclofure , every production which could fupply 
the wants , or gratify the luxury of its numerous 
inhabitants. The fea-coafts of Thrace and Bithynia, 
which languish under the weight of Turkish op- 
preffion , ftill exhibit a rich profpect of vineyards, 
of gardens , and of plentiful harvefts ; and the 
Fropontis has ever been renowned for an inex« 
hapftible ftore of the mod exquifite fish , that are 
taken in their ftated feafons , without skill , and 
almoft without labour ''. But when the pallages 
of the Streights were thrbwn open for trade , they 
alternately admitted the natural and artificial riches 
of the north and fouth , of the Eustine , and of 
the Mediterranean. Whatever rude commodities 
were collected in the forefts of Germany and 
Scythia, as far as the fources of the Tanais and 
(he Boryfthenes ; whatfoever was, manufactured 
by the skill of Europe or Afia ; the corn of Egypt, 
and the gems and fpices of the fartheft India, were 
brought by the varying winds into the port of 
Conftantinople , which , for many ages , attracted 
the commerce of the ancient world **. 
jFAimiia. Theprofpect of beauty, of fafety, and of wealth, 

tionof the united in a fingle fpot, was fufficient to juftify the 
*^*^" choice of Conftantinc. But as fome decent mix- 
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ture of prodigy and fable has, in every age\ been chap. 
fuppofed to reflect a becoming majefty on the *^^ 
origin of great cities **, the emperor Was defirous 
of afcribing his refolution , not fo much to the 
uncertain counfeis of human policy, as to the 
infallible and eternal decrees of divine wifdom. In 
one of his laws he has bebn careful to inftruct 
pofterity , that , in obedience to the commands of 
God, he laid the everlafting foundations of Con- 
fiantinople ^' : and though he has not condefcended 
to relate in what manner the coeleftial infpiration 
was communicated to his mind , the defect of his 
modeft filence has been liberally fupplied by the 
ingenuity of fucceeding writers ; who defcribe the 
nocturnal vifion which appeared, to the fancy of 
Conftantine , as he slept within the walls of 
Byzantium. The tutelar genius of the' city , a 
venerable matron finking under the weight of 
years and infirmities , was fuddenly transformed 
into a blooming maid , whom his own hands 
adorned with all the fymbols of Imperial great* 
nefs *'. The monarch awoke , interpreted the 
^ufpicious omen , and obeyed, without hefitation, 
the will of heaven. The day which gave biiih to 
^z city or colony was crtfebrated by the Romans 
with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by a 
generous fuperftition *' ; and though Conftantinc 
might omit fome rites which favoured too ftiongly 
of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to leave 
a deep impreflion of hope and refpect on the minds 
of the fpectators. On foot , with a lance in his 
hand ^ the emperor bimfelf led the folema proccf- 
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CHAP.., fionj find directed the line, 'which was traced as 
^^^^ the boundary of the deftined capital : till the 
growing circumference was obferved with afto- 
nishment by the aflSftants, who, at length, ven- 
tured to obferve, that he had already exceeded 
the moft ample meafure of a great city. ,, I shall 
55 ftill advance, " replied Conftantine, „ till HE, 
55 the invifible guide who marches before me, 
55 thinks proper to ftop **. " Without prefuming to 
inveftigate the nature or motives of this extraor- 
dinary conductor , we shall Content ourfelves with 
the more humble task of defcribing the extent and 
limits of Conftantinople ". 
Ext?n)t. In the actual ftate of the city, the palace and 

, / gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern promon- 
tory, the firft of the feven hilU, and cover about 
one hundred and fifty acres of our own meafure. 
The feat of Turkish jealoufy and defpotifm is 
erected on the foundations of a Grecian republic : 
but it may be fuppofed that the Byzantins were 
tempted by the conveniency of the harbour to 
extend their habitations on that fide beyond the 
modern limits of the Seraglio. The new walls of 
Conftantine ftretched from the port to the Pro- 
pontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of the triangle, 
at the diftance of fifteen fladia from the ancient 
fortification; and with, the city of Byzantium they 
inclofed five of the feven hills, whieh, to the 
eyes of thofe who approach Conftantinople, appear 
to rrfe above each other in beautiful order ^\ 
About a century after the death of the founder , 
tjic new buildings , extending on one fide uj) the 
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liarbour, and on the other aloflg the Fropontis, 
already covered the nakrow ridge of the fixth, and 
the broad fummit of the feventh hill. The necef- 
fity of protecting thofe fuburbs fr^ni the inceflant 
inroads of the Barbarians , engaged the younger 
Theodofius to furround his capital with an ade- 
quate and permanent inclofure of walls '\ From , 
the eaftern promontory to the golden gate, the 
extreme length of Conftantinople was about three 
Roman miles " y the circumference meafured be- 
tween ten and eleven ; and the furface might be 
computed as equal to about two thoufand English 
acres. It is impoffible to juftify the vaiti and 
credulous exaggerations of modern travellers, who 
have fometimes flretched the limits of Gonftanti* 
nople over the adjacent villages of the European^ 
and even of the Afiatic coaft *\ But the fuburbs 
of Fera and Galata , though fituate beyond the 
^harbour , may deferve to be confidered ay a part 
«6f the city '' ; and this addition ivay^ perhaps 
.authorife the meafure of a Byzantine hiftprian , 
who afligns fixteen Greek (about fourteen Roman) 
.miles for the circumference of his native city '^. 
Such an extent may feem not unworthy of an 
Imperial refidence. Yet Conftantinople rauft yield 
to Babylon and Thebes *^, to ancient Rome, to 
London, and even to Faris ^', 

The mafter of the Roman world , who afpired 
to erect an eternal monutnent of the. glories of his 
reign , could employ in the profecutton of that 
great work the wealth , the labour , and all that^ 
yet remained of the genius of Qbedient millions. 
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CHAP. On the fummit of the pillar, above orve kundred 
^Y?'/^ and twenty feet from the ground, flood the coloC- 
fal (latue of Apollo. It was of bronze, had been 
tranfported eithey from Athens or from a town of 
Fhrygia, and was fuppofed to be the work of 
Fhidias. The artift had reprefented the god of day, 
or , as it was afterwards ii^terpreted , the ensperor 
Gonftantige himfelf, with a fccptre in his right 
hand,^hc globe of the world in his left, and a 
crown of rays glittering joa his head **. The 
Circus, or Hippodrome, was a ftately building 
about four hundred paces in length % and onie 
hundred in breadth *\ The fpace between the two 
meta or goals was filled with ftatues and obelisks : 
and we jmay dill remark a very fingular fragment 
of antiquity ; the bodies of three ferpents, twifted 
: into one pillar of brafs«. Their triple rheads had once 
fupported the golden tripod which ,< ^fter the 
defeat of Xerxes, was confecrated* in the temple of 
Delphi by the victorious Greeks **. The beauty 
of the Hippodrome has been long fince defaced by 
the rude hands of the Turkish conquerors : but , 
under the fimilar appiellation of Atmeidan, it flill 
ferves as a place of exer<:ife fpr their horfes. From 
the throne , whence thp emperor viewed the Cit- 
cenfiaa games, a winding ftaircafe -* defcended 
to the palace ; a magnificent edific/e , which fear- 
cely yielded to the refidence of Rome Ufelf , and 
which, together with the dependent courts, gar« 
dens, apd porticoes, covered a confiderable extent 
of ground upon the banks of the Fropontis be- 
tween the Hippodrome and th;e church of St. Sq- 

phia. 
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phia **. Wc might likewife celebrate the baths ^ ChA^- 
which ftill retained the name of Zeuxippus , after *^^' 
they had been enriched , hy the munificence o£ 
Conflantine, vrith lofty columns, various marbles^ 
and above threefcore ftatues of bronze *'. But we 
should deviate ftom the. defign of this hiftory , if 
we attempted minutely 'to defcribe the different 
buildings or quarters of the city. It may be fuffi- 
cient to obfervc, that whatever could adorn tho 
dignity of a great capital ^ or contribute to thd 
benefit or pteafure of its numerous inhabitants ^ 
was contained within the walls of Conftantinople* 
A particular defcription, compofed about a century 
after its foundation^ enumerates a capitol or fchool 
of learning, a circus, two theatres, eight public^ 
and one hundred and fifty-three private, baths, 
fifty-two porticoes, five granaries^ eight aqueducts 
or refervoirs of water , four fpacious halls for tha 
meetings of the fenate or courts of juftice , four- 
teen churches, fourteen palaces, and four thoufand 
three hundred and eighty-eight houfes, which, for 
their Gze or beauty , dcferved to be diftinguisheJ 
from the multitude of plebeian habitations *\ 

The populoulhefs of this favoured city was thd i*optiii* 
next and moft ferious object of the attention of 
its founder. In the dark ages which fucceeded the 
translation of the empire , the remote and the 
immediate confequences of that memorable event 
were ftrangcly confounded by the vanity of the 
Greeks, and the credulity of the Latins ^\ It was 
alTerted, and believed, that all the noble familiei 
of Rome, the fenate, and the equeltrian order j 
Vol IIL • B 
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CHAP, with their innumerable attendants, had followed 
xvli/ ^j^gjj. emperor to the banks of the Propontis ; that 
a fpurious race of ftrangers and plebeians was left 
to poffefs the folitude of the ancient capital ; and 
that the lands of Italy , long fince converted into 
gardens, were at once deprived of cultivation and 
inhabitants ^^^ In the courfe of this hiftory, fuch 
exaggerations will be reduced to their juft value : 
yet, fince the growth of Conftantinople cannot be 
afcribed to the general increafe of mankind and 
of induftry, it mud be admitted, that this artificial 
colony was raifed at the expence of the ancient 
cities of the empire. Many opulent fenatbrs of 
Rome, and of the Eaflern provinces, were pro- 
bably invited by Conftantine to adopt for their 
country the fortunate fpot which he had chofen 
for his own refidence. The invitations of a mafler 
are fcarcely to be diftinguished from commands; 
and the liberality of the emperor obtained a ready 
and cheerful obedience. He bellowed on his favou- 
rites the palaces which he had built in the feveral 
quarters of the city , affigned them lands and 
penfions for the fupport of their dignity *' , and 
alienated the demefnes of Pontus and Afia, to 
grant hereditary eftates by the eafy tenure of 
maintaining a houfe in the capital '*. But thefe 
encouragements and obligations foon became fu« 
perfluous , and were gradually abolished. Wher- 
ever the feat of government is fixed, a confiderable 
part of the public revenue will be expended by 
^ the prince himfelf, by his minifters, by the officers 

of juftice, and by the domeftics of the palace. The 
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ilioft \reaithy of the provincials vrill be attracted chap* 
by the powerful motives of intereft and duty , of ^^^* 
amufement and curiofity. A third and more nume- 
rous clafs of inhabitants will infenfibly be formed, 
of fervants , of artificers , and of merchants , who 
derive their fubfiftence from their own labour » 
and from the wants or luxury of the fuperiot 
ranks. In le(s than a century , Gonftantinople dis- 
puted with Rome itielf the pre-eminence of riches 
and numbers. New piles of buildings, crowded 
together with too little regard to health or conve* 
nience , fcarcely allowed the intervals of narrow 
ftreets for the perpetual throng of men , of horfes, 
and of carriages. The allotted fpace of ground was 
infufficient to contain the increafing people; and 
the additional foundations , which, on either (ide, 
were advanced into the fea , might alone have 
compofed a very confiderable city *'. 

The frequent and regular diftributions of wine prifiitgrt. 
and oil , of corn or bread , of money or provifions, 
had almoft exempted the poorer citizens of Rome 
from the neceflity of labour. .The magnificence of 
the firft C^efars was in fome meafure imitated by 
the founder of Conftantinople **: but his libera^ 
lity , however it might excite the applaufe of the 
people / has incurred the cenfure of pofterity. A 
nation of legislators and conquerors might affert 
their claim to the harvefts of Africa , which had 
been purchafed with their blood; and it was art- 
fully contrived by Auguftus, that, in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty, the Romans should lofe the me- 
mory of freedom. But the prodigalitv of Conftan* 

B 2 
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CHAP, tine could not be excufed by any confideration 
^^''' either of public or private intereft; and the annual 
tribute of corn impofed upon Egypt for the benefit 
of his new capital , was applied to feed a lazy 
and infolent populace , at the expence of the hus- 
bandmen of an induftrious province '*. Some other 
regulations of this emperor are lefs liable to blame, 
but they are leTs deferving of notice. He divided 
Conftantinople into fourteen regions or quarters *% 
dignified the public council with the appellation 
of Senate *' , communicated to the citizens the 
privileges of Italy "^ , and beftowed on the tifing 
city the title of Colony, the firft and moft favoured 
daughter of ancient Rome. The venerable parent 
ftiU maintained the legal and acknowledged 
fupremacy , which was due to her age , to her 
dignity, and to the remembrance of her former 
greatnefs *'. 
Bedica- As Conftantinc urged the progrefs of the work 

tion A. D. with the impatience of a lover , the walls , the 
porticoes, and the principal edifices were com- 
pleted in a few years , or , according to another 
account, in a few months ** : but this extraordinary- 
diligence should excite the lefs admiration, fince 
many of the buildings were finished in fo hafty 
sind imperfect a manner, that, under the fuccced- 
ing reign, they were preferved with difficulty from 
impending ruin *\ But while they difplayed the 
vigour and freshnefs of youth , the founder prepa- 
red to celebrate the dedication of his city **. The 
games and largefTes which crowned the pomp of 
this memorable fellival may eafily be fuppofed: 
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but therp is one clrcumft^nce of a more fmgular chap. 
and permanent nature , which ought not entirely ^^u. 
to be overlooked. As often as the birth-day of 
the city returned , the ftatuc of Conftantine, 
framed , by his order , of gilt wood , and bearing 
in its right-hand a fmall image of the genius of 
the place , was erected on a triumphal car. The 
guards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in their 
richefl; apparel, accompanied the (olemn procellion 
as it moved through the Hippodrome. When it 
w^s oppofite to the throne of the reigning emperor, 
he rpfe from his feat, and with grateful reverence 
adored the memory of his predeceffor *'. At the 
fefliival of his dedication , an edict , engraved on a 
column of marble, bellowed the title of Second 
or New Rome on the city of Conftantine • '. But 
the name of Conftantinople *' has prevailed over 
that honourable epithet; and, after the revolutioa 
of fourteen centuries , ftill perpetuates the fame 
pf its author ^% 

The foundation of a new capital is naturally Form of 
^:onncctecl with the eftablishment of a new form ^^*^"'' 
of civil and nulitary adminiftration. The djftinct 
view of the complicated fyftem of policy, intron 
duced by Diocletian , improved by Conftantine , 
and completed by his immediate fuccedors , may 
not only amufe, the f^ncy by the fmgular picture 
of a great empire , but will tend to iiluftrate the 
fecret and internal caufes of its rapid decay. In the 
pqrfuit of any remarkable inftitution , we may be 
frequently led into the more early or die moxe 
Tccent times of thel^oman hiftory; but the proper. 
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ot the lUte, 



limits of this enquiry will be included within 21 
period of about one hundred and thirty years, 
from the acceffiori of Conftantine to the publication 
of the Theodofian code '' ; from which , as well 
as from the Notitid of the eaft and weft '* , we 
derive the moft copious and authentic information 
of the ftate of the empire. This variety of objects 
will fufpend., for fome time, the courfe of the 
narrative ; but the interruption will be cenfured 
only by thofe readers who arc infenfible to the 
importance of la^ys and manners , while they 
perufe , with eager curiofity , the tranfient in- 
trigues of a court , or the accidental event of a 
battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, content yirith 
fubftantial po%yer , had left to the vanity of the 
eaft the forms and ceremonies of oftentatipus great- 
nefs ^ '. But when they loft even the femblance oi 
thofe virtues Avhich were derived from their ancien^ 
freedom , the fimplicity of Roman manners was 
infenfibly corrupted by the ftately aflFcctation of 
the courts of Afiij. T|ie diftinctions bi perfonal 
nierit and influence , fo confpicupus in a republic, 
fo feeble and qbfcure under a monarchy , were 
abolished by the defpotifm of the emperors ; who 
fubftituted in their room a fevere fubordination of 
rank and office , from the titled slaves who were 
feated on the fteps of the throne , to the mea- 
neft inftruments of arbitrary power. This mul- 
titude of abject dependents was interefted in the 
fupport of the actual government, from the dread 
p{ ^ ^evolution , \yhich might at onpe confpuric| 
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their hopes, and intercept the reward of their chap^ 
fervices. In this divine hierarchy (for fuch it is ^^^• 
frequently fly led ) , every rank was marked with 
the moft fcrupulous exattnefs , and .its dignity- 
was difplayed in a variety of trifling ^nd folemn 
ceremonies , which it was a ftudy to learn , and 
a facrilege to neglect '*. The purity of the Latin 
language was debafcd, by adopting, in the inter- 
courfe of pride and flattery, a profufion of epithety, 
which ,TuUy would fcarcely have underftood » 
and which Auguftus would have rejected with 
indignation. The principal officers of the empire 
were fainted, even by the fovereign himfelf, with 
the deceitful titles of your Sincerity^ your Gravity^ 
your ExctUency , your Eminence , your fublinic and 
wonderful Magnitude^ your iUuftrious and magnificent 
Highnefs ". The codicils or patents of their office 
were curiously emblazoned with fuch emblems as 
were beft adapted to explain its nature and high 
dignity ; the image or portrait of the reigning 
emperors; a triumphal car; the book of mandates 
placed on a table , covered with a rich carpet , 
and illuminated by four tapers; the allegorical 
figures of the provinces which they governed ; or 
the appellations and (landards of the troops whom 
they commanded. Some of thcfe official en(igns 
were really exhibited in their hall of audience ; 
others preceded their pompous march whenever 
they appeared in public; and every clrcumftance 
of their demeanour, their drefs, their ornaments, 
and their train , was calculated to infpire a deep 
reverence for the repreXentatives of fupreme ms^j^'t 
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-CHAP. fty. By a philofophic obferver, the fyftem of th« 
^YW. Roman government might have been miftaken -for 
a fplendid theatre , filled with players of every 
character and degree , who repeated the language, 
and imitated the paffioas of their original mo^ 
del '\ 
Thre« All the m^giftratcs of fufficient importance to 

honol^^ find a place in the general ftate of the empire, 
were accurately divided into three clafles. i. The 
JUuJlriQus. % The Spectabiles^ qt, Rcfpectable: And 3. 
The Clarijfimi ; whom we may translate by th^ 
word Hoaourable. In the~ times of Roman fimfiU^ 
city, the laft-mentioned epithet was ufed only as 
a vague expreflion of deference, till it became at 
length the peculiar and appropriated title of all 
'who were members of the fenate ^^ , and confer 
quently of all who , from that venerable body , 
were felected to govern the provinces. The vanity 
of thofe who , from their rank and office , might 
claim a fuperior diftinction above the reft of the 
fenatorial order , was long afterwards indulged 
with the new appellation of Rejpcctable : but thp 
title of lUuftrious was always rcferved to fome 
eminent perfonages who were obeyed or reveren- 
ced by the two fuhordinate claffes. It was commu- 
nicated only , I. To the confuls and patricians ; 
II. To the praetorian praefects , with the prefects 
of Rome and Conftantinople ; III. To the matters 
general of the cavalry and the infantry ; and IV". 
To the feven miniftcrs of the palace, who exer- 
cifed their facred functions about the perfon of the 
iripperor '% Among thofe illuftrious magiftratesj 
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who were efteetned co-ordinate witk each other, chap. 
the feniority of appointment gave place to the ^^^'* 
union of dignities '". By the expedient of hono^ 
rary codicils , the emperors , who were fond of 
multiplying their favours , might fometimes gratify 
the vanity , though not the ambition , of impa- 
tient courtiers **. 

I. As long as the Roipan confuls were the firft The con^ 
magiftrates of a free ftate , they derived their right ^^^ 
to power from the choice of the people. As long 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the fer- 
vitude which they impofed , the confuls were ftill 
elected by the real or apparent fuffrage of the 
fenate. From the reign of Diocletian , even thefe 
veftiges of liberty were abolished, and the fuccefs^ 
ful candidates who were invcfted with the annual 
honours of the confulship, affected to deplore the 
humiliating condition of their predeceflprs. The 
Scipios and Catos had been reduced to folicit the 
votesi of plebeians , to pafs through the tedious 
and expenfive forms of a popular election, and to 
expofe their dignity to the shame of a public 
refufal ; while their own happier fate had referved 
them for an age and governnaent in which the 
rewards of virtue were afligned by the unerring 
wifdom of a gracious fovereign ". In the epiftles 
which the emperor addrefled to the two confuls 
elect, it was declared, that they were created by 
his fole authority **. Their names and portraits, 
engraved on gilt tablets of ivory , were difperfed 
over the empire as prefents to the provinces, the 
cities , the magiftrates , the fpnate , and the pea- 
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CHAP, pie •*. Theimfolemn inauguration was performed 
^^^'* at the place of the Imperial refidence ; and during 
a period of one hundred and twenty years, Rome 
was conftantly deprived of the prefence of her 
ancient magiftrates **- On the morning of the firft 
of January , the confuls afTumed the enfigns of 
their dignity. Their drefs was a robe of purple , 
embroidered in filk and gold , and fometimes 
ornamented with coftly gems '^ On this folemn 
occaGon they were attended by the mod eminent 
officers of the ftate and army , in the habit of 
fenators; and the ufelefs fafces, armed with the 
once formidable axes , were borne before them by 
the lictors **. The proceffion moved from the 
palace *' to the Forum , or principal fquare of 
the city ; where the confuls afcended their tri* 
bunal , and feated themfelves in the curule chairs^ 
which were framed after the fashion of ancient 
times. They immediately exercifed an act of jurif- 
diction , by the raanumiffion of a slave , who was 
brought before them for that purpofe ; and the 
ceremony was intended to reprefent the celebrated 
action of the elder Brutus , the author of liberty 
and of the confulship, when he admitted among 
his fellow-citizens the faithful Vindex , who had 
revealed the confpiracy of the Tarquins ". The 
public feftival was continued during feveral days 
in all the principal cities; in Rome, from cuftotxi; 
in Conftantinople , from imitation; in Carthage, 
Antioch , and Alexandria , from the love of plea- 
fure and the fuperfluity of wealth '*. In the two 
capitals of the empire the annual games of the 
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theatre, the circus, and the amphitheatre '*, coft chap. 
four thoufand pounds of gold, (about) one hundred ^^^ 
and fixty thoufand pounds fterling: and if fo hea* 
vy an expence furpaffecj the faculties or the incli- 
nation of the magiftrates themfelves, the fum was 
fupplied from the Imperial treafury **. As foon as 
the confuls had difcharged thefe cuftomary duties, 
they were at liberty to retire into the shade of 
private life , and to enjoy , during the remainder 
of the year , the undifturbed contemplsftion of 
their own greatnefs. They no longer prefided in 
the national councils; they no longer executed 
the refolutions of peace or \var. Their abilities 
(unlefs they were employed in more eflfective offi- 
ces ) were of little moment ; and their names 
ferved only as the legal date of the year in which 
they had filled the chair of Marius ^nd of Cicero, 
Yet it was ftill felt and acknowledged , in the 
laft period of Roman fervitude , that this empty 
name might be compared, and even preferred , to 
the poffeflion of fubftantial power. The title of^ 
conful was ftill the moft fplendid object of am- 
bition , the nobleft reward of virtue and loyalty. 
The emperors themfelves , who difdained the 
faint shadow of the republic , were confcious that 
they acquired an additional fplendour and majefty 
as often as they affumed the annual honours of the 
confular dignity '*. 

The proudeft and moft perfect feparation which r^^^ p^. 
can be found in any age or country , between the tricians. 
nobles and the people , is perhaps that of the 
Patricians and the Plebeians, as it was eftablished 
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CHAp. in the firft age of the Roman republic. Wealth 
xvix, j^j,j honours , the offices of the ftate , and the 
cerenapnies of religion , vrere almofl: excltrfively 
ppffeffed by the former; who preferving the purity 
of their blood with the moft infulting jealoufy **, 
held their clients in a condition of fpecious vaffal- 
age. But thefe diftinctions, fo incompatible with 
the fpirit of a free people , were removed , after 
a long ftruggle , by the perfevering eflForts of the 
Tribunes. The moft active and fuccefsful of the 
Fleb^i^qs accumulated wealth, afpired to honours, 
deferved triumphs, contracted alliances , and , after 
fome generations , affumed the pride qf ancient 
nobility '*• The I's^triciftn famUies, on the other 
hand, whofe original number was never recruited 
till the end of the commonwealth , either failed in 
the ordinary qourfe of nature, or were extinguished 
ii; fo many foreign and dpipeftic wars, or, through 
a want of merit or fortune , infenfibly mingled 
with the mafs of the people '*. Very few remained 
who coMld derive their pure and genuine origin 
from the infancy of the city, or even from that of 
the republic , when Caefar and Auguftus , Claur 
dius and Vefpafian , created from the body of the 
fenate 4 competent number of new Patrician fami^ 
lies, in the l^ope of perpetuating an order, which 
was ftill confidered as honourable and facred **, 
But thefe artificial fupplies (in which tjie reigning 
][)oufe was always included) were rapidly fwept 
away by the rage of tyrants , by frequent revot 
Iptioqs , by the change of planners , and by th?J 
intermixture pf patipns *^ tittle mor^ was left , 
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-when Conftantiiie afcended the throne , than a chap; 
vague and imperfect tradition , that the Patricians ^^^* 
had once been the firft of the Romans. To form 
a body of nbbles , whofe influence may reftrain , 
ivhile it fecurcs the authority of the monarch, 
would have been very inconfiftent with the cha- 
racter and policy of Conftantine ; but had he ferious- 
ly entertained fuch a defign, it might have exceeded 
the meafure of his power to ratify, by an arbitrary 
edict , an inftitution which muft expect the fane- 
tion of time and of opinion. He revived , indeed, 
the title of Patricians , but he revived it as a 
perfonal, not as an hereditary diftinction. They 
yielded only to the tranfient fuperiority of the 
antiual confuls; but they enjoyed the pre-eminence 
over all the great officers of ftate, with the moft 
familiar accefs to the perfon of the prince. This 
honourable rank was befto\ved on them for life; 
and as they were ufually favourites , and minifters 
who had grown old in the Imperial court , the 
true etymology of the word was perverted by 
ignorance and flattery ; and the Patricians of Con- 
ftantine Were reverenced as the adopted Fathers of 
the emperor and the republic ". 

. n. The fortunes of the Praetorian prssfects were The Pr«- 
eflentially diflferent from thefe of the confuls and ^J"*"^ 
patricians. The latter iaw their ancient greatnefs 
evaporate in a vain title. The former, rifing by 
degrees from the mofl; humble condition , were ^ 
invefted with the civil and military adminiftration 
of the Roman world. From the reign of Severus 
to that of Plocletian y the guards and the palace ^ 
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i;HAP. the laws and the finances, the armies and the 
Xvtt. provinces, were intrufted to their fuperintending 
care; and, like the Vizirs of the Eaft, they held 
with one hand the fcal , and with the other the 
ftandard^ of the empire. The ambition of the pr<e- 
fects, always formidable , and fometimes fatal to 
the matters whom they fcrved , was fupported by 
the firength of the Praetorian bands ; but after 
thofc haughty troops had been weakened by Dio- 
cletian, and finally fuppreffed by Conftantine, the 
prsefects , who furvived their fall , were reduced 
without difficulty to the ftation of ufeful and 
obedient minifters. When they were no longer 
refponfible for the fafety of the emperor's perfon, 
they refigned the jurifdiction which they had 
hitherto claimed and exercifed over all the de- 
partments of the palace. They were deprived by 
Conftaptine of all military command , as foou as 
they had ceafed to lead into the field , under their 
immediate ordei:;3, the flower of the Roman troops ; 
and at length , by a Angular revolution , the cap- 
tains of the guards were transformed into the civil 
inagiftrates of the. provinces. Accbrdipg to the 
plan of government inftituted by Diocletian , the 
four princes had each their Prsetorian praefectj 
and , after the monarchy was once more united in 
the perfoa of Conftantine , he ftill continued to 
create the fame number of four PRiEFECTS , and 
entrufted to their care the fame provinces which 
they already adminiftcred. i. The prsefect of the 
Eaft ftretched his ample jurifdiction into the three 
parts of the globe which were fubjects to the 
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Romans , from the cataracts of the Nile to the chap, 
banks of the Phafis , and from the mountains of xvii. 
Thrace to the frontiers of Perfia. 2. The impor- 
tant provinces of Pannonia, Dacia, Macedonia, 
and Greece , once acknowledged the authority of 
the prefect of Illyricum. 3. The power of the 
praefect of Italy was not confined to the country 
from whence be derived his title ; it extended 
over the additional territory of Rhsetia as far as 
the banks of the Danube , over the dependent 
islands of the Mediterranean , and over that part 
of the continent of Africa which lies between the 
confines of Cyrene and thofe of Tingitania; 4. The 
prsefect of the Gauls comprehended under that 
plural denomination the kindred provinces of 
Britain and Spain , and his authority was obeyed 
from the wall of Antoninus to the fort of Mount 
Atlas *\ 

After the Prsctorian prsefects had been difmiflfed 
from all military command , the civil (unctions 
which they were ordained to exercife over fo 
many fubject nations, were adequate to the am- 
bition and abilities of the mofl confunxmate minif- 
ters. To their wifdom was committed the fupremc 
adminiftration of juftice and of the finances , the 
two objects which , in a ftate of a peace , com- 
prehend almoft all the refpective iluties of the 
fovereign and of the people; of the former, to 
protect the citizens who are obedient to the laws; 
of the latter , to contribute the share of their 
property which is required for the expences of the 
ftate. The coin , the highways > the pofts , the 
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CHAP, granaries, the manufactures, >vhatever could ^n- 
XVII. ;^efgft ^jje public profperity , was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian prsefects/ As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Imperial majefty, 
they were empowered to explain, to enforce, and 
on fome occafions to modify , the general edicts 
by their difcretionary proclamations. They watch- 
ed over the conduct of the provincial governors, 
removed the negligent , and inflicted punishments 
on the guilty. From all the inferior jurifdictions, 
an appeal in every matter of importance , either 
civil or criminal , might be brought before the 
tribunal of the prsefect : but his fentence was final 
and abfolute ; and the emperors themfelves refufed 
to admit any complaints againft the judgment or 
the integrity of a magiftrate whom they honoured 
with fuch unbounded confidence "\ His, appoint- 
ments were fuitable to his dignity '" ; and if 
avarice was his ruling paflion, he enjoyed frequent 
opportunities of collecting a rich harveft of fees, 
of prefents, and of perquifites. Though the empe« 
rors no longer dreaded the ambition of their prae- 
fects, they were attentive to counterbalance the 
power of this great office by- the uncertainty and 
shortnefs of its duration "*. 
' The prae- ^ From their fuperior importance and dignity , 

Rome^aiid R^™^ ^^^ Conftantiuoplc were alone excepted 

conftauti- from the jurifdiction of the Praetorian pnefects. 

nopie. rYYic immenfe fize of the city , and the experience 
of the tardy, ineffectual operation of the laws^ had 
furnished the policy of Auguftus with a fpecious 
pretence for introducing a new magiftrate , who 

alone 
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alone could reftram a fervile and turbulent popu- tttAA 
lace by the ftrong arm of arbitrary poWer "'. Va- ^ 
lerius Meffalla was appointed the firft praefect of 
Rome , that his reputation might countenance fo 
invidious a meafure : but, at the end of a few 
days, th^t accomplished citizen "** refigned hid 
office, declaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
of Brutus , that the found himfelf incapable oi 
exercifing a power incompatible with public free- 
dom "'. As the fenfe of liberty became lefs exqui- 
fite, the advantages of order were more clearly 
undcrftood ; and the prefect , who feemed id 
have been defigncd' as a terror only to slaVes 
and vagrants , was permitted to extend his civil 
and criminal jurifdiction over the equeftrian and 
noble families of Rome* The praetors , annually 
created as the judges of law and equity , could 
not long difpute the poffeffion of the Forum with 
a vigorous and permanent magiftrate , who was 
ufually admitted into the confidence of the prince. 
Their courts Were defcrted, their number, which 
had once fluctuated between twelve and eighteen "*< 
Was gradually reduced to two or three , and theii? 
important functions were confined to the expenfive? > 
obligation ***' of exhibiting games for the amufe- 
ment of the people. After the office of Romarl 
confuls had been changed into a vain pageant , 
which Was rarely difplayed in the capital , the 
praefects affumed their vacant place in the fenate, 
and were foon acknowledged as the ordinary pre* 
fidents of that venerable alTembly. They refceived 
appeals from the diftance of one hundred miles j 
Vol. IIL C 
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CHAP, and it was allowed as a principle of jurifprudencc,' 
XVII. ^j,2i|. jjji municipal autliority was derived from 
them alone '*■*. In the difcharge of his laborious 
employment , the governor of Rome was affifted 
by fifteen officers , fome of whom had been ori^ 
ginally his equals, or even his fuperiors. The 
principal departments were relative to the command 
of a numerous watch efliablished as a fafeguard 
againft fires, robberies, and nocturnal diforders ; 
the cuftody and diftribution of the public allow- 
anqc of corn and provifions ; the care of the 
port , of the aqueducts , of the common fewers , 
and of the navigation and bed of the Tyber; the 
infpectiori of the markets , the theatres , and of 
the private as well as public works. Their vigi- 
lance enfured the three principal objects of a regu- 
lar police, fafety, plenty, and cleanlinefs; and 
' as a proof of the attention of government to pre- 
ferve the fplendour and ornaments of the capital, 
a particular infpector was appointed for the ftatues; 
"^the guardian, as it were, of that inanimate people, 
which, according to the extravagant computation 
of an old writer , was fcarcely inferior in number^ 
to the living inhabitants of Rome. About thirty 
' years after the foundation of Conftantinople , a 
fimilar magiftrate was created in that rifing metro* 
polis , for the fame ufes , and with the fame 
powers. A perfect equality was cftablished bet- 
ween the dignity of thtftwo municipal , and that 
of the four pr?etorian, praefects "*• 
The pro- Thofe who , in the Imperial hierarchy , were 
confuis, diftinguished by the title of Refpectable. formed an 

vice-prae- * ^ 

fccts , etc. 
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intermediate clafs between the lUuJirioui pra^fects CHAP* 
and the honourable magiftrates of the provinces. In *^^^ 
this clafs 9 the proc6nfuls of Afia , Achaia , and 
Africa, claimed a pre-emiuence, -which was yield- 
ed to the remembrance of their ancient dignity; 
and the appeal from their tribunal to that of the 
prsefects was almoft the only mark of their depen*. 
dence "*. But the civil government of the empire 
was diftributed into thirteen great DiocESES, each 
of which equalled the juft meafufe of a powerful 
kingdom* The lirft of thefe dibcefes was fubject 
to the jurifdiction of the count of the eaft i and we 
may convey fonde idea of the importance and 
variety of his functions , by obferving , that fix 
hundred apparitors , who would be ftyled at 
prefcnt either fecretaries, or clerks, ot ushers, or 
meffengers , were employed in his immediate 
office '**• The place of Auguftal prefect of Egypt 
was no longer filled by a Roman knight;, but the 
name was retained; and the extraordinary powerd 
which the fituation of the country, and the tem- 
per of the inhabitants , had once made indifpenf-* 
able, were ftill continued to the govefnof. The 
eleven remaining diocefes , of Afiana , Pontica , 
and Thrace ; of Macedonia , Dacia , atid Pannonia 
or Weftern lUyricum ; of Italy and Africa ; 6i 
Gaul , Spain , and [Britain ; Were governed by 
twelve uicars , or vice-prdftcts "* , whofe name 
fufficiently explains the nature and dependence ot 
their office. It may be added, that the lieutenant^ 
generals of the Roman armies, the military counti 

C a 
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CHAP, and dukes, who will be hereafter mentioned, were 
^'^"* allowed the rank and title of RcfpeUable^ 
veJnoKof ^^ ^^^ fpirit of jealoufy and oftentation prevall- 
the pro- cd in the counciU of the emperors, they proceeded 
?iii«es. >viih anxious dih'gence to divide the fubflance, 
and to multiply the titles of power. The vaft 
countries which the Roman conquerors had united 
under the fame fimple form of adminiftration , 
were imperceptibly crumbled into.^ minute frag- 
ments; till at length the whole empire was diftri* 
buted into one hundred and fixteen provinces, 
each of which fupported ah expenfive and fplendid 
eftablishment. Of thefe , three were governed by 
proconfuls ^ thirty- feven by confulars^ five by correc^ 
tors , and feventy-one by prejidcnts. The appella- 
tions of thefe magiftrates were different ; they 
ranked in fucceflGve order, the cnfigns of their 
dignity Were curiously varied ^ and their fituation, 
from accidental circumftances, might be more or 
lefs agreeable , or advantageous. But they were 
all (excepting only the proconfuls) alike included 
in the clafs bf honourable perfons ; and they were 
alike entrufted during the pleafure of the prince, 
and under the authority of the praefect\ or their 
deputies , with the adminiftration of juftice and 
the finances in their refpective diftricts. The pon^ 
derous volumes of the Codes and Pandects "/ 
would furnish ample materials for a minute enquiry 
into the fyftem of provincial government, as in 
.the fpace of fix centuries it was improved by the 
wifdora of the Roman ftarcfmen and lawyers. It 
may be fufiicient for the hiftorian to fclect two 
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fingular and falutary provifions intended to re- chap. 
ftrain the abufe of authority, i. For the preferva- ^^}^* 
tion of peace and order, the governors of the pro- 
vinces were armed with the fword of juftice. They 
inflicted corporal punishments, and they exercifed, 
in capital offences , the power of life and death. 
But they were not authorifed to indulge the con- 
demned criminal with the choice of his owa 
execution, or to pronounce a fentence of the mild- 
eft and moft honourable kind of exile. Xhefe pre- 
rogatives were referved to the praefects , who 
alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty pounds 
of gold: their vicegerents were confined to the 
trifling weight of a few ounces "*. This diftinc- 
tion, which feems to grant the larger, while it 
denies the fmaller degree of authority, was found- 
ed on a very rational motive. The fmaller degree 
was infinitely more liable to abufe. The paflions 
of a provincial magiftrate might frequently provoke 
hjm into acts of oppreflGon , which affected only 
the freedom or the fortunes of the fubject ; 
though, from a principle of prudence, perhaps of 
humanity, he might ftill be terrified by the guilt 
of innocent blood. It may likewife be confidered, 
th^t exile, confiderable fines, or the choice of 
an eafy death, relate more particularly to the rich 
and the noble; and the perfons the moft expofed 
to the avarice or refentment of a provincial magi'? 
ftrate , were thus removed from his obfcure perfe^ 
cution to the more auguft and impartial tribunal 
of the Praetorian praefect. 2. As' it was reafonably 
apprehended that the integrity pf the judge might; 
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CHAP, be biaffed , if his intereft was concerned, or his 
XVII, affections were engaged ; the ftricteft regulations 
\vere eftablished, to exclude any perfon, without 
the fpecial difpenfation of the emperor , from the 
government of the province where he was born "^; 
and to prohibit the governor or his fon from 
contracting marriage with a native or an inhabi- 
tfint "' ; or from purchafmg slaves , lands , or 
boufes, within the extent of his jurifdiction "'. 
Notwithftanding thefe rigorous precautions , the 
emperor Conftantine, after a reign of twenty-five 
years, ftill deplores the venal and oppreffive ad- 
xpiniftration of juftice , and expreffes the warmeft 
indignation that the audience of the judge , bis 
difpatch of bufinefs, his fcafonable delays, and 
his final featence , were publicly fold , either by 
hinjfelf or by the oificers of his court. The con- 
tinuance , and perhaps the injpunity , of thefe 
crimes , is attefted by the repetition of impotent 
l^ws, and ineffectual menaces "'. . 
The pro* AU the civil magiftrates were drawn from thij 
SI'uw**^ profeflGon of the law. The celebrated Inftitutes 
of Juftipian are addrefled to the youth of his do^ 
minions, who had devoted themfelves to the ftudy 
of Roman jurifprudence ; and the fovereign conr 
defcends to animate their diligence, by the affu* 
ranee that their skill and ability would in time 
be rewarded by an adiequate share in the govern^ 
ment of th^ republic "*. The rudiments of this 
lucrative fcience were taught in alj the confider- 
5\ble cities of the eaft and weft ; but the moft fa* 
IPQUS icbool was that of BerytU3 "% on the coaft 
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of Phoenicia; which flourished above three cen- chap. 
turies from the time of Alexander Sevcrus , the ^^^^ 
author perhaps of an inftitution fo advantageous 
to his native country. After a regular courfe of 
education, which lafted five years, the fludents 
difperfed themfelves through the provinces , in 
fcarch of fortune and honours ; nor could they 
want an inexhaudible fupply of bufinefs in a great 
empire , already corrupted by the multiplicity of 
laws , of arts , and of vices. The court of the 
Prxtorian prsefect of the eaft could alone furnish 
employment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 
fixty.four of whom were diftinguished by peculiar 
privileges, and two were annually chofcn with a 
falary of fixty pounds of gold , to defend the 
caufes of the treafury. The firft experiment was 
made of their judicial talents, by appointing them 
to act occafionally as affeffors to the magiftrates; 
from thence they were often raifed to prefide in 
the tribunals before which they had pleaded. 
They obtained the government of a province; 
and , by the aid of merit , of reputation , or of 
favour, they afcended, by fucceflSve fleps, to the 
illuftrious dignities of the ftatc "'. In the practice 
of the bar, thefe men had confidered reafon as 
the inftrument of difpute ; they interpreted the 
laws aiccording to the dictates of private intereft ; 
and the fame pernicious habits might ftill adhere 
to their characters in' the public adminiftration of 
the ftate. The honour of a liberal profeffion has 
indeed been vindicated by ancient and modern 
advocates , who have filled the mod important 

C4 
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CHAP* ftations , with pure integrity , and confummate 
*VIif >vifdom: but in the decline of Roman jurifpru* 
dence , thc^ ordinary promotiop of lawyers was 
pregnant with mifchief and difgrace. T|ie noble 
art , which had once been preferved as the facred 
inheritance of the patricians, was fallen into the 
bands of freedmen and plebeians '** , who , with 
cunning rather than with skill , exercifed a fordid 
. and pernicious trade. Some of them procured ad- 
mittance into families for the purpofe of fomenting 
differences , of encouraging fuits , and of prepa^ 
ring a harveft of gain for themfelves or their bre- 
thren. Others , reclufe in their chambers , main- 
tained the dignity of legal profeffors , by furnish- 
ing a rich client with fubtletics to confound the 
' plaineft truth, and with arguments to colour the 
moft unjuftifiable pretenfions. The fplendid and 
popular clafs was compofed of the advocates, who 
filled the Forum with the found of their turgid and 
loquacious rhetoric. Carelefs of fame and of jufti* 
ce , they are defcribed , for the moft part , as 
ignorant and rapacious guides , who conducted 
their clients through a maze of expence, of delay, 
and of difappointment ; from whence , after a 
tedious feries of years, they were at length dif- 
miffed , when their patience and fortune were 
almoft exhaufted "\ 
Th? mill- ^^^* ^^ ^^^ fyftem of policy introduced by Au- 
tary offir guftus , ^ the govemors , thofe^ at leaft of the impe-^ 
rial provinces, were inverted with the full powers 
of the fovereign himfelf. Minifters of peace and 
war, the diftribution of rewards and punishments 



ceis. 
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depended on them alone , and they fucceffively chap, 
appeared on their tribunal in the robes of civil ^^"* 
magiftracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions "*. The influence of the 
revenue, the authority of law, and the command 
of a military force , concurred to render their 
power fupreme and abfolute ; and whenever they 
were tempt^ to violate their allegiance, the loyal 
province which they involved in their rebelhon , 
was fcarcely fenfible of any change in its political 
ftate. From the time of Commodus to the reign 
of Conftantine, near one hundred governors might 
be enumerated, \Yho, with various fuccefs, erected 
the ftandard of revolt ; and though the innocent 
were too often facrificed , the guilty might be 
fometimes prevented, by the fufpicious cruelty of 
their matter "*, To fecure his throne and the pub- 
lie tranquillity from thefe formidable fervants, 
Conftantine refolved to divide the military from 
the civil adminiftration ; and to eftablish , as a 
permanent and profeffional diftinction, a practice 
which had been adopted only as an occafional 
expedient. The fupreme jurifdiction exercifed by the 
Pr?etorian prefects over the armies of the empire, 
was transferred to the two mafters general whom 
he inftituted , the one for the cavalry , the other 
for the infantry ; and though each of thefe illujirious 
officers was more peculiarly refponfible for the 
difcipline of thofe troops which wei^e under his 
immediate infpection, they both indiflferently com^p 
manded in the field the feveral bodies , whether 
of borfe or foot , which were united in the famo 



42 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, army "'. Their number was fopn doubled by the 
XVII. divilion of the eaft and weft ; and as feparatc 
generals of the fame rank and title were appointed 
on the four important frontiers of the Rhine , of 
the Upper and the Lower Danube , and of the 
Euphrates , the defence of the Roman empire was 
at length committed to' eight mafters general of 
the cavalry and infantry. Under t^jeir orders, 
thirty-tive military commanders were ftationed in 
the provinces : three in Britain , fix in Gaul , one 
in Spain , one in Italy , five on the Upper , and 
four on the Lower Danube; in Afia eight, three 
in Egypt, and four ia Africa. The titles of counts^ 
and dukes "' , by which they were properly dif- 
tingui^hed , have obtained in modern languages fo 
very different a fenfe , that the ufe of them may 
occafion forae furprife. But it should be recollected, 
that the fecond of thofe appellatiotis is only a 
corruption of the Latin word , which was indif- 
criminately apphed to any military chief. All thefe 
provincial generals were therefore dukes ,• but no 
more than ten among them were dignified with 
the rank of counYs or companions, a title of honour, 
or rather of favour , which had been recently 
invented in the court of Conftantine. A gold belt 
was the enfign which diftinguished the office of 
the counts and dukes; and befides their pay, they 
received a liberal allowance fufficient to maintain 
one hundred and ninety fervants , and one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight horfes. They were ftrictly 
prohibited from interfering in any matter which 
related to the adminiftration of juftice or the re- 
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venue"; but the command which they exercifed chap. 
over the troops of their department, was inde- *^^^* 
pendent of the authority of the magiftrates. About 
the fame time that Conftantine gave a legal fanctioa 
to the ecclefiaftical order , he inftituted in the 
.Rbman empire the nice balance of the civil and i 
the military powers. The emulation, and fometi- 
mes the difcord , which reigned between two 
profeffions of oppofite intercfts and incompatible 
mannersi, was productive of beneficial and of 
pernicious confequences. It was feldom to be 
expected that the general and the civil governor 
of a province should either confpire for the dif- 
turbance, or should unit^ for the fervice, of their 
country. While the one delayed to offer the aflill* 
ancc which the other difdained to folicit , the 
troops very frequently remained without orders or 
without fupplies; the public fafcty was; betrayed, 
and the defencelefs fubjects were left expofed to 
the fury of the Barbarians. The divided admini- 
ftration, which had been formed by Conftantine, 
relaxed the vigour of the ftate , while it fecured 
the tranquillity of the monarch. 

The memory of Conftantine has been dcfervedly Biftinctioa 
cenfured for another innovation which corrupted ^^^^ 
xpilitary difcipline, and prepared the ruin of the 
empire. The nineteen years which preceded his 
final victory over Licinius, had been a period of a 
licenfe and inteftine war. The rivals who contend- 
ed for the poffeffion of the Roman world , had 
withdrawn the greateft part of their forces from 
the guard of the general frontier ; and the princi^ 
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CHAP* pal cities which formed the boundary of their 
xvii, refpective dominions were filled wiih foldiers, 
who confidcrcd their countrymen as their moft 
implacable enemies. After the ufe of thefe internal 
garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, the con- 
queror wanted either wifdom or firmnefs to revive 
the feverc difcipline of Djocletian, and to fupprefs 
a fatal indulgence , which habit had endeared and 
aimoft confirmed to the military order. From the 
reign of Conftantine a popular and even legal 
diftinction was admitted between the Palatines "' 
and the Borderers ,• the troops of the court, as they 
were improperly ftiled , and the troops of the 
frontier. The former, elevated by the fuperiority 
of their pay and privileges , were permitted , 
except in the extraordinary emergencies of war, 
to occupy their tranquil ftations in the heart of 
the provinces. The moft flourishing cities were 
oppreffed by the intolerable weight of quarters. 
The foldiers infenfibly forgot the virtues of their 
profeffion, and contracted only the vices of civil 
life. They were either degraded by th^ induftry 
of mechanic trades , or eneryated by the luxury of 
baths and theatres. Tliey foon became carelefs of 
their martial exercifes , curious in their diet and 
apparel ; and while they infpired terror to the 
fubjects of the empire, they trembled at the hoftilc 
approach of the Barbarians "*. The chain of for- 
tifications which Diocletian and his colleagues 
had extended along the banks of the great rivers, 
was no longer maintained with the fame care, 
or defended with the fame vigilance* The numbers 



. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 45 

vrhich ftill remained under the name of the troops char 

X.VII 

of the frontier, might be fufficient for the ordinary 
defence. But their fpirit was ^degraded by the hu- 
miliating reflection , that they who were expofed 
to the hardships and dangers of a perpetual warfare, 
were rewarded only with about two- thirds of the 
,pay and emoluments which were lavished on the 
troops of the court. Even the bands or legions 
that were raifed the neareft to the level of ihofe 
unworthy favourites, were in fome meafure dif- 
graced by the title of hpnour which they were 
allowed to alTume. It was in vain that Conflan- 
tine repeated the moft dreadful menaces of fire 
and fword againft the Borderers who should dare 
to defert their colours, to connive at the inroads 
of the Barbnrians, or to participate in the fpoil '". . 
The mifchiefs which flow from injudicious counfels 
are feldom removed by the application of partial 
feverities: and though fucceeding princes laboured 
to reftore the ftrength and numbers of the frontier 
garrifons, the empire, till the laft moment of its 
diflblution , continued to languish under the mortal 
wound which had been fo rashly or fo weakly 
inflicted by the hand . of Condantine. 

The fame timid policy , of dividing whatever is R«<i"«tion 
united, of reducing whatever is eminent, of dread- ^egiow. 
ing every active power, and of expecting that the 
tnofl feeble will prove the mofi obedient, feems 
to pervade the inftitutions of feveral princes, an4 
particularly thofc of Conftantine. The marti^ 
pride of the kgions , whofe victorious camps had 
fo often* been the* fcene . of rebelli6n , was 
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CHAP, nourished by the memory of their paft exploits, 
^^'^* and the confcioufncfs of their actual ftrength. As. 
long as they maintained their ancient eftablish- 
ment of fix thoufand men, they fubfifted, under 
the reign of Diocletian , each of them fingly , a 
vifible and important object in the military hit 
tory of the Roman empire. A few years after- 
wards, thefc gigantic bodies were shrunk to a 
very diminutive fize ; and when ftvtn legions , 
with fome auxiliaries , defended the city of Amida 
againft the Perfians, the total garrifon , with thb 
inhabitants of both fexes, and the peafants of the 
deferted country, did not exceed the number of 
twenty thoufand perfons ^". From this fact, and 
from fimilar examples, there is reafon to believe, 
that the conftitution of the legionar^ troops, to 
which they partly owed their valour and difci- 
pline , was diffolvcd by Conftantine ; and that the 
bands of Roman infantry, which ftill affumed the 
fame names and the fame honours , confifted only 
of one thoufand of fifteen hundred men "*, The 
confpiracy of fo many feparate detachments , each 
of which was awed by the fenfe of its own weak- 
nefs , could eafily be checked ; and the fucceffors 
of Conftantine might indulge thejr love of often- 
tation , by iffuing their orders to one huridred and 
thirty- two legions, infcribed on the mufter-roll 
of their numerous armies. The remainder of 
their troops was diftributed into feveral hundred 
cohorts of infantry , and fquadrons of ' cavalry. 
Their arms, and titles, and ebfignsf, were calcli- 
lated to infpire terror, and to difplaythe variety 
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of nations who marched under the imperial ftan- chap. 

XVII* 

dard. And not a veftige was left of that fevere 
fimplicity, which, in the ages of freedom and 
victory, h^id diftinguished the line of battle of a 
Roman army from the confufed hoft of an Afiatic 
monarch ^". A more particular enumeration , 
drawn from the Notltia ^ might excrcife the dili- 
gence of an antiquary ; but the hiftorian will con- 
tent himfelf with obferving, that the number of 
permanent ftations or garrifons eftablished on the 
frontiers of the empire, amounted to five hundred 
and eighty- three ; and that, under the fucceffors 
of Conftantine, the complete force of the military 
fcftablishment was computed at fix hundred and 
forty- five thoufand foldiers ''*. An effort fo pro- 
digious fnrpkffed the wants of a more antient, and 
the faculties of a later, period. ^ 

In the various ftates of fociety, armies arc re- Difficulty 
cruited from very different motives. Barbarians of levies, 
are urged by the love of war ; the citizens of a 
free republici may be prompted by a principle of 
' duty; the fubjects, or at Icaft the nobles of a mo- 
narchy , are animated by a fentiment of honour ; 
but the timid -and luxurious inhabitants of a de- 
clining empire muft be allured into the fervice 
by the hopes of profit,' or compelled by the dread 
of punishment. The refources of the Roman trea- 
fury were exhaufted by the encreafe of pay , by 
the repetition of donatives, and by the invention 
of new emoluments and indulgences, which, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth , might com- 
penfate the hard&hips and dangers of a military; 
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CHAP. life. Yet, although the ftature was lovrercd, ***, 
^^^' although flavcs, at Icaft by a tacit connivance, 
were indifcriminately received into the ranks, the 
infurmountable difficulty of procuring a regular 
and adequate fupply of volunteers, obliged the 
emperors to adopt more efifectual and coercive 
methods. The lands beftowed on the veterans, 
as the free reward of their valour, were hence- 
forwaids granted under a condition , which con- 
tains the firft rudiments of the feudal tenures; 
that their fons, who fucceeded to the inheritance, 
should devote themfelves to the profeflSon of 
arms , as foon as they attained the age of man- 
hood ; and their cowardly refufal was punished by 
the lofs of honour, of fortune, or even of life "** 
But as the annual growth of the fons of the vete- 
rans bore a very fmall proportion to the demands 
of the fervice , levies of men were frequently re- 
quired from the provinces, and every proprietor 
was obliged either to take up arms , or to procure 
a fubftitute, pr to purchafe his extemption by the 
payment of a heavy fine* The fum of forty - two 
pieces of gold, to which it was reduced^ afcertains 
the exorbitant price of volunteers, and the reluc- 
tance with which the government admitted of this 
alternative *^'. Such was the horror for the pro- 
feflion of a foldier , which had affected the minds 
of the degenerate Romans j that many- of the 
youth of Italy, and the provinces, chofo to cut 
off the fingers of their right hand to efcape from 
being preffed into the fervice ; and this ftrarige ex- 
pedient >Yas fo commonly practifedj as to, defervc 

the 
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the fevere animadverfion of the laws ''*, and a pc- ojfiap; 
tuliar name in the Latin language '**. EiKr^'r 

The introduction of Barbarians irtto the Romsiii of Barba.' 
armies became every day more univerfal , more^ '!^" ^"**' 
rieceflary , aind more fatal; The mofl: daring of 
the Scythians , of the Goths, and of the Germans^ 
"who delighted in war, and who found it more 
profitable to defend than to ravage the provinces,- 
were enrolled , not only in the auxiliaries of their 
rcfpectiv^ nations, but in the legions themfelves^ 
and among the moft diftihguished of the Palatine 
troops; As they freely mingled with the fub- 
jects of the empire, they gradually learned to 
defpife their manners, and to imitate their arts. - 
They abjured the itnplicit reverence which thd 
pride of Rome had exacted from their ignorance^ 
while they acquired the knowledge and pofleflioii 
of thofe advantages by which alone she fupport- 
ed her declining greatnefs. The Barbarian fol- 
diers who difpjayed any military ta.lent$ , were ^ 
advanced , without exception , to the moft ini- 
portanfe commands 5 and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene- ' 
rals themfelves, betray a foreign origin, whicK 
they no longer condefcended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted ^vith the conduct of a war 
againft their countrymen ; and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to Ihofe of 
blood, they did not always avbid the guilt, or at 
Icaft the fufpicion, of holding a treafonable cor- 
refpondenCe with the enemy, of inviting his in- 
Vafion, or of fparing his retreat. The camps ^ 
Vol. IIL D 
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CHAP, and the palace of the fon of Con (Ian tine, tvcre 
*^"' governed by the powerful Action of the Franks » 
-who preferved the ftricteft connection with each 
other, and with their country, and who refented 
every perfonal aflfront as a national indignity '**. 
When the .tyrant Caligula was fufpecied of an in- 
tention to inveft a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confular robes , the facrilegious profana- 
tion would have fcarcely excited lefs aftonish- 
ment , if, inftead of a horfe , the noblefl: chieftain 
6f Germany or Britain had been the object of his 
choice. The revolution of three centuries had 
produced fo remarkable a change in the preju- 
dices of the people , that , with the public appro- 
bation, Conflahtine shewed his fucceflbrs the ex- 
ample of beftowirtg the honours of the confulship 
on the barbarians, Avho, by their merit and fer* 
vices, had deferved to be ranked among the firft 
of the Romans '*\ But as thefe hardy veterans, 
"Who had been educated in the ignorance or cod- 
tempt of the laws, were incapable of exercifing 
any civil offices , the powers of the human mind 
were contracted by the irreconcileable feparation 
of talents as Well as of profeflions. The accom- 
plished citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
lics, whofe characters could adapt themfelves to 
the bar, the fenate, the camp, or the fchools, 
had learned to write, to fpeak, and to act with 
the fame fpirit, and with equal abilities. 
Seven mi* IV. Befides the magiftrates and generals, who 
aiftersof at a diftancc from the court diffufed their dele- 
epaacei g^^^j authority over the provinces and armies ^ 
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the cmpferor conferred the rank of Illufirious on cHa*. 
feveti of his more immediate fervants, to Ivhofc ^^' 
fidelity he entrufted his fafety, or his counfeis, or 
his treafures. i. The private apartments of the 
palace were governed by a favourite Eunuch, who, 
in the language of that age, was ftyled the prapo^ t<^<^ tii^^ 
Jitus or pr^efcct of the facred bed-chamher. His **"^*^' 
duty was to attend the emperor in his hours of 
ftate, or in thofe of amufement, and to perforni 
'about his perfon all thofe menial ferviccs, which 
can only derive their fplendor from the influence 
of royalty. Under a prince i^rho deferved to 
reign, the great chamberlain (for fuch we may 
call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic; but 
afn artful domeftic , who improves every occafiotl 
of unguarded confidence, will infenfibly acquire 
6vet a feeble mind that afcendant which harsh ' 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can feldom ob-^ 
tain. The degenerate grandfons of Theodofius, 
who v^ere invifible to their fubjects , and cori-^ 
temptible to their enemies^ exalted the praefect^ 
of their bed - chamber above the heads of all t)i6 
tninifters of the palace '**; and even his deputy ^ 
thi; firft of the fplendid train of slaves who waited 
in the prefencc , ^^as thought worthy to rank be** 
fore the refpectable proconfuls of Greece or Afia* 
The jurifdiction of the chamberlain Atas acknoW^ 
ledged by the counts^ or fuperintendants , who re-& 
gulated the two important provinces, of the mag- 
nificence of the wardrobe , and of the luxiiry of thd 
Imperial table '*'. 2. The principal adminiftra^ 
tion of public affairs yras committed to the diliU 
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CHAP, gence and abilities of the majler of the offices '**. 
The^mafter ^^ '^^^ ^^^ fuprcmc magiftratc of the palace , in- 
ofthcof- fpected the difcipline of the civil and military 
*"'• fchools^ and received appeals from ali parts of the 
empire; in the caufes which related to that nu- 
merous army of privileged perfons , >yho , as the 
fervants of the court, had obtained, for them- 
felves and families, a right to decline the autho- 
rity of the ordinary judges. The correfpondence 
between, the prince and his fubjects was managed 
by the {ourfcrima, or offices of this minifter of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated to memorials, 
the fecond to epiflles, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth to papers and orders of a mifcellaneous 
kind. Each of thefe Was directed by an inferior 
mqfter of refpcctable dignity, and the whole buG- 
nefs was difpatched by an hundred and forty, eight 
fccrctaries , chofen for the nioft part from the 
profeffion of the law, on account of the variety of 
abftracts of reports and references which frequently 
occurred in the cxercife of their feveral functions. 
From a condefcenfion , which in former ages 
would have been efteemed unworthy of the 
Roman majefty, a particular fecretary was al- 
lowed for the Greek language; and interpreters 
^ were appointed to receive the ambaffadors of the 

Barbarians: but the department of foreign affairs, 
which conftitutes fo effential a part of modern po- 
licy , fefdom diverted the attention of the mailer 
of the offices. . His mind was more feriously en- 
gaged by the general direction of the pofts and 
mfenals of the empire^ There >Yere thirty -four 
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cities, fifteen in the caft, and nineteen in the weft, chap, 
in which regular companies of workmen were ^^^' 
perpetually employed in fabricating defenfive ar- 
mour, ofFenfive weapons of all forts, and military 
engines, which were depofited in the arfenals, and 
occafionally delivered for the fervice of the troops, 
g. In the courfe of nine centuries , the office of The quKt 
quajior had experienced a very fingular revolu- ^°^* 
tion. In the infancy of Rome, two inferior paagi^ 
ftrates were annually elected by the people > to re- 
lieve the confuls from the invidious management 
of the public treafure '*^ ; a fimilar ^flSftant was 
granted to every proconful, and to every prsetor^ 
who exercifed a military or provincial command; 
with the extent of conqueft , the two quseftors 
were gradually- multiplied to the number of four^ 
of eight, of twenty,. and, for a short time, per- 
haps, of forty'**; and the nobleft citizens ambi-* 
tiously folicited an office which gave them a feat 
in the fenate, and a juft hope of obtaining the ho- 
nours of the republic. Whilft Auguftus affected 
to maintain the freedom of election , he confen ted 
to accept the annual privilege of recorpmending ^ 
or rather indeedf of nominating , a certain propor- . 
tion of candidates ; and it was his cuftora to felect 
one of thefe diftinguished youths, to read his ora- 
tions or epiftles in the affemblics of the fenate ^*^ 
The practice of Auguftus was imitated by fuc- 
ceeding princes ; the occafional commiffion was 
eftablished as a permanent office; and, the favour- 
ed qu^eftor, affuming a new and- in ore illuftriou* 
f haracter , alone furvived the fuppreffion of hi; 



S4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

pHAP. aficierit and ufelefs colleagues'*". As the oration$^ 
^^^' which he coippofed in the name of the emperor '*^ 
acquired the force , and , at length , the form of 
fibfolute edicts, he was confidered as the repreJTenr 
tative of the legislative po\ver, the oracle of the 
council i and the original fource of the civil jurit 
j)rudence. He was fometimes invited to take hi^ 
feat in the fupreme judicature of the Imperial con- 
fiftory, vfhh the Praetoriaii pra^fects, and the mailer 
pf the offices; and he was frequently requcfted tor 
refolve the doubts of inferior judges: but as he 
"^as not opprcffed with a variety of fubordinate 
bufinefs , his leifure and talents were employed 
to cultivate that dignified ftyle pf eloquence , 
•wrhich , in the corruption pf tafte and language ^ 
|lill preferves the majefty of the Roman la\ys " > 
In fomc refpects, the office of the imperial quxftor 
may be compared with that of a modern chanr 
cellor; but the ufe of a great Teal, which feems 
to have been adopted by the illiterate Barbarians, 
was never introduced to atteft the public acts or 
T^he pubr the cinperor?. 4. The e3f traprdinary title of count 
lie trea^ ^ ^/^^ facrcd largcjfcs , was beftowed on the treafu^ 
'* . rer- general of the revenue, with the intention 
perhaps of inculcating > that every payment flowed 
from the voluntary bouiSity of the monarch. To 
f:pAceive the almoH; infinite detail of the annual 
find daily expence of the civil and military adnni- 
. niftration in every part of a great empire , would 
fxceed the powers of the moft vigprous imagina-r 
tipn. The actual account employed feveral hundred 
pcTfpia? I c}iftri^uted ifltq f^leyen cjifferent offices -, 
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'which were artfully contrived to examine and con- chaf^ 
troul their refpective operations. The multitude ^v^^ 
of thefe agents had a natural tendency to encreafe ; 
and it was more than once thought expedient to 
difmifs to their native homes, the ufelefs fupernu* 
meraries, who, deferting their honeft labours, had 
preffed with too much eagernefs into the lucrative 
profeflion of the finances'*'. Twenty-nine pro- 
vincial receivers, of whom eighteen were honoured 
with the title of count, correfponded with the 
treafurer; and he extended his junfdiction over the 
mines from whence the precious metals were ex- 
tracted, over the mints, in which tl^ey were conr 
verted into the current coin , and over the public 
treafuries of the moft important cities , where they 
were depofited for the fcrvice of the ftate. The 
foreign trade of the empire yrsLS regulated by thi^ 
minifter , who directed likewife all the linen an4 
woollen manufactures , in which the fucceflive 
operations of fpinning, weaving, and dying were 
executed, chiefly by women of a ferviie condition, 
for the ufe of the palace and army. Twenty- fi3{ 
of thefe inftitutions are enumerated in the weft ^ 
where the arts had been more recently introduced, 
and a ftill larger proportion may^ be allowed for 
the induftrious provinces of the eaft'^*. f. Be- Theprf, 
fides the public revenue , whicl;) an abfolute mo- J!*Jf/''*' 
xiarch might levy and expend according to his 
pleafure, the enoperors, in the capacity of opu-^ 
knt citizens, poflefled a very cxtenfive property, 
which was adminiftered by the county or treafurer 
of the private ^au. Spq[ie part had perhaps beea 
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jPHAP. the antient demefnes of kings and republics} 
??y^: fome acceffions might be derived from the fa- 
tnilies which were fucceflively inverted wiih the 
purple; but the mod confiderable portion flowed 
from the impure fource of confifcations and for- 
feitures. The Imperial eftates were fcattered 
through the provinces , from JMauritania to Bri- 
tain; but the rich and fertile foil of Gappadocia 
tempted the monarch to acquire in that country 
his faireft polfeffions **', and either Conftantine 
or his fucceffors embraced the occafion of juftify- 
ing avarice by religious zeal. They fuppreffed 
the rich temple of Comana, where the high-prieft 
pf the goddefs of war fupported the dignity of a 
fovereign prince ; and they applied to their pri- 
vate ule the confecrated lands, which were inha- 
bited by fix thoufand fubjects or slaves of the 
Deity and her miaifters ^ ■*. But thefe were not 
the valuable inhabitants: the plains that ftretch 
from the foot of Mount Arg^eus to the banks of 
the Sarus., bred a generous race of horfes^ re- 
nowned above all others in the ancient world, for 
their majeftic shape, and incomparable fwiftnefs. 
Thefe jacred animals , deftined for the fei^vice of 
the J)alace and ^ the Imperial gaipes were pro- 
tected by the laws from the profanation of a vul- 
gar matter '^^ The demefnes pf Cappadpcia were 
important enough to require the infpcqtion of a 
count ^** y officers of an inferior rank were ftation-* 
^d in the other parts of the empire; and the de- 
puties of the private, as well as thofe of the public, 
treafurer , \^ere oaaintained in the e:^ercife of theis 
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independent functions , and encouraged to con- c H A b. 
troul the authority of the provincial magiftrates "^ ^^"' 
t6, 7. The chofen bands of cavalry and infantry, 
vrhich guarded the perfon of the emperor, were '^^^ 
under the immediate command of the two counts th^do- 
cf the domeftics. The whole number confifted of meftici. 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
{even fchools ^ or troops, of five hundsed each } 
and in the cafl, this honourable fcrvice was aU 
inoft entirely appropriated to the Armenians^ 
Whenever , on public ceremonies , they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticoes of the palace, 
their lofty fiature, filent order, and fplendid arms 
of filver and gold , difplayed a martial pomp , not 
unworthy of the Roman majefty "*. From the 
feven fchools two companies of horfe and foot 
were felected, of tht prottctors, whofe advanta- 
geous ftation was the hope and reward of the moft 
deferving foldiers, They mounted guard in the 
interior apartments , and were occafionally dif- 
patched into the provinces , to execute with cele- 
rity and vigour the orders of their mafter'**. 
The counts of the domeftics had fucceeded to "* 
the office of the Praetorian praefects ; like the pre- 
fects, they afpired from the fervicc of the palacei 
to the command of armies. 

The perpetual intercourfe between the court A?eau«oi 
and the provinces was facilitated by the conftruc- °®"** 
tion of roads and the inftitution of pofts. But 
thefe beneficial eftablishments were accidentally 
connected with a pernicious and intolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meQenger^ were 
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JCHAP. employed, under the jurifdiction of the mafter of 
xvi|. thte offices, to announce the names of the annual 
confuls, and the edicts or victories of the empe* 
rors. They inreniibly afTumed the licence of re- 
porting whatever they could obferve of the con* 
duct either of magiArates or of private citizens; 
and were foon confidered as the eyes of the mo- 
narch '*' , and the fcourge of the people. Under 
. the warm influence of a feeble rei^ , they multi- 
plied to the incredible number of ten thoufand , 
difdained the mild though frequent admonition^ 
of the laws , and exercifed in the profitable ma- 
nagement of the pods a rapacious and infqlent op* 
preffion. Thefe official fpies, who regularly cor- 
refponded with the palace , were encouraged , by 
favour and reward , anxiously tp watch the pro- 
gress of every treafonable defign , from the faint 
and latent fymptoms of difafifection , to the actual 
preparation of an open revolt. Their carelefs or 
criminal violation of truth and juflice was covered 
by the confecrated mask of zeal ; and they might 
fecurely aim their poifoned arrows at the breaft 
either of the guilty or the innocent, who had pro- 
voked their refentment, or refufed to purchafe 
their filence, A faithful fubject, of Syria per* 
liaps , or of Britain , was expofed to tl^e danger » 
or at leaft to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantinople , 
to defend his life and fortune againft the nvali* 
cious charge of thefe privileged informers. ,The 
ordinary adminiftration was conducted by thofe 
methods \^hich ex(r^me n^ceffity c^n alope pa|- 
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Jiatc; and the defects of evidence were dil^ently <har 
Supplied by the ufe of torture '^\ ^^^^* 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of the ufe of tor- 
criminal qu^JHon , as it is emphatically ftyled , was **'^' 
admitted, rather than approved, in the jurifpru* 
dence of the Romans^ They applied this fan* 
guinary mode of examination only to ferviie bo- 
dies, whofe fufierings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of juftice 
or humanity; but they would never confent to 
violate the facred perfon of a citizen, till they 
poffeffed the cleareft evidence of his guilt ^*\ 
The annals of tyranny , from the reigri of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, circumftantially relate 
the executions of many innocent victims; but, as 
long as the fainteft remembrance was kept alive 
of the i>ational freedom and honour, the lafl; 
hours of a Roman were fecure from the danger of 
Ignominious torture '". The conduct of the pro- 
vincial m;|gif}^ates was not, however, regulated 
by the practice of the city, or the flrict maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
eftablished not only among the slaves of oriental 
defpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch; among the Rhodians^ 
who flourished by the liberty of commerce; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had afferted 
^nd adorned the dignity of human kind -'*. The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire , or perhaps to ufurp , a dit 
(:retionary power of eoaploying the rack , to ex^ 
(Qft frqixi va^r^nts pr plebeian criminals tlie coi^- 
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enkv. feffion of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed 
^^"' ed to confound the* diftiflctions of rank , and to 
difregard the jprivileges of Roman citizens. The 
^pprthenfiOns of the fubjects urged thena to fcK 
' licit, and the intereft of the fovcreign^ * engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
, vrhich tacitly allowed, and even authorifed, the 
general ufe of torture. They protected all per- 
fons of illuftrious or honourable rank, bishops 
and their presbyters, profeffors of the liberal arts, 
foldiers and their families, municipal officers, and 
their pofterity to the third generation, and all 
children under the age of puberty"*. ^But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurifprudenoa 
of the empire , that in the cafe of treafoA , which 
included every ofFenfe that the fubtlety of lawyers 
could derive from an hoflile intention towards the. 
prince or republic'**, all- privileges were fufpend- 
cd, and all conditions were reduced to the fame 
ignominious level. As the fafetyof the emperor 
was avowedly prefer;-ed tb every confideration of 
luftice or humanity, the dignity of age, and the 
tendernefs of youth, were alike expofed to the 

^ nioft cruel tortures; and the terrors of a mali- 

cious information , which might felect thenoi as the 
iaccomplices, or even as the witnefles, perhaps, 
oi an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Romari 
world ^'. 

Finan(!«, Thefe evils^, however terrible theymay appear, 
were confined to the fmalkr number of Romaa 
fubjects , who/e dangerous fituation was in fome 
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degree compenfated by the enjoyttient of thofe chaf. 
advantages, cither of nature or of fortune, which *^^^* 
cxpofed tbera to the jealoufy of the monarch. 
The obfcure tnillions of a great empire have 
much lefs to dread from the cruelty than from the ^ 
avarice of their mafters; and their humble hap- 
pinefs is principally affected by the grievance of 
exceffive taxes, which gently preffing on the 
wealthy , defcend with accelerated weight ori 
the meaner and more indigent claffes of fociety^ 
An ingenious philofopher '** has calculated the 
univerfal meafufe of the public impofitiotis by the 
degrees of freedom and fervitude; and venture* 
to affert, that, according to an invariable law of 
nature, it muff always increafe with the former^ 
and diminish in a juft proportion to the latter. 
But this reflection , which would tend to alleviate 
' the miferies of defpotifm , is contradicted at leafl: 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire ; which 
accufes the fame princes of defpoiiing the fenate 
of its authority, and the provinces of their, wealth. 
Without abolishing all the various cufloms and 
duties on merchandizes , which are imperceptibly 
difcharged by the apparent choice of the pur- 
chafer , the policy of Conftantine and his fuccef- 
fors preferred a fimple and direct mode of taxa- 
tion , more congenial to the fpirit of an arbitrary 
government '*'*■ 

The name and ufe of the indictions^^* y which tA« pene- 
ferve to afcertain the chronology of the middle ^Hndic"'* 
ages , was derived from the regular practice of the tion, 
Roman tributes ''% The emperor fubf^ribed with 
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CHAF* his own t hand, and in purple ink, the Ibkmil 
*^^ edict, or indiction, vrhich was fixed up in the 
principal city of each diocefe, during two months 
previous to the firft day of September. And , by 
a very eafy connection of ideas , the word indiction 
Was transferred to the meafure of tribute which it 
prefcribed, and to the annual term which it al« 
low^d for the payment. This general eftimate of 
the fupplies was proportioned to the real and ima- 
dinary wants of the flate ; but as often as the ex* 
pence exceeded the revenue, or the revenue fell 
^ short of the computation^ an additional tax, under 
the name of fuperindiction , was impofed on the 
people , and the moft valuable attribute of foye 
reignty was communicated to the Praetorian prae- 
fects , who , on fome occafions , were permitted to 
provide for the unforefeen and extraordinary exi- 
gencies of the public fervice^ The execution of 
thefe laws (which it would be tedious to purfue in 
their minute and intricate detail) cotilifted of two 
diftinct operations, the refolving the general im- 
pofition into its conftituent parts , which were a& 
ieOTed on the provinces j the cities , and the indivi- 
duals of the Roman world; and the collecting the 
feparate contributions of the individuals , the cities, 
and the provinces, tiU the accumulated fums were 
poured into the Imperial treafuries^ But as the 
account between the monarch and the fubject Was 
perpetually open , and as the renewal of the de-^ 
roand anticipated the -perfect difcharge of the pre- 
ceding obligation, the weighty machine of the 
finances was moved by the fame hands round the 
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circle of its yearly revolution* Whatever was chap. 
honourable or important in the adnniniftration of *^"* 
the revenue , was committed to the wifdom ol the 
prefects , and their provincial reprefentattves i 
the lucrative functions were claimed by a crowd 
of fubordtnate officers » fome of whom depended 
on the treafurer, others on the governor of the 
province ; and who , in the inevitable conflicts of * 
a perplexed jurifdiction , had frequent opportu« 
nities of difputing with each other the fpoils of the 
people. The laborious ofitces, which could be 
productive only of eavy and reproach , of expence 
and danger, were impofed oa the DecurionSj who 
formed the corporations of the cities , and whoift 
the feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 
to fuftain the burthens of civil fociety *^. The 
whole landed property of the empire (without ex- 
cepting the patrimonial eftates of the mcmarch) 
was the object of ordinary taxation; and every 
new purchafer contracted the obligations of the 
former proprietor. An accurate cenfus '" , or for- 
vey , was the only equitable mode of afcertaining 
the proportion which every citizen should be ol> 
liged to contribute for the public fervice ; and 
from the well-knoWn period of the indictions, there 
is reafon to believe that this difficult and eXpei»« 
five operation was repeated at the regular di§^ 
taiice of fifteen years. The lands were ineafured 
by furveyors,' who were fent into the provinces; 
their nature , whether arable or pafture , or vine* 
yards or woods , was diftinctly reported ; and 2tn 
eftimate was made of their' commoa value from 
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fcHAP. the average produce of five years. The numberi 
Jfivii. ^f slaves and of cattle conftituted an eCTcntial part 
of the report; an oath was adroiniftered to the 
proprietor^, which bound them to difclofe the true 
ftate of their affairs; and their attempts to pre- 
varicate , or elude the intention of the legislator ^ 
were feverely watched , and punished as a capital 
• 'fcrime, which included the double guilt of treafon 
and facrilege *'*. A large portion of the tribute 
was paid iii money ; and of the current coin of the 
empire, gold alone could be legally accepted '^^ 
The remainder of the taxes, according to the pro- 
portions determined by the annual indiction , >ta$ 
furnished in a manner ftill more direct , and flill 
more opprcflive. According to the different na- 
ture of lands , their real produce , in the various 
articles of wine or oil , corn or barley , wood 6r 
iron , was tranfported by the labour or at the ex- 
pence of the provincials to the Imperial maga- 
zines , from whence they were occafionally diftri- 
buted, for the ufe of the court, of the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Conftantinoplc. 
The commiffioners of the revenue were fo fre- 
quently obliged to make confidcrable purchafes, 
that they were ftrictly .prohibited from allowing 
any compenfatibn , or from receiving in money 
the value of thofe fupplies which were exacted it^ 
Kind. In the primitive firoplicity of fmall com- ' 
munities, this method may be well adapted to 
Collect the almoft voluntary offerings of the 
people; but it is at once fufceptible of the'Utmoft 
latitude and of the utnoofi ftrictnefsi which m a 

eo^rupt 
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corrupt and abfolute monarchy muft introduce a chap. 
perpetual contcft between the power of oppreflioa ^^"* 
and the arts of fraud "*• The agricuJture of the 
Roman provinces was infenfibly ruined, and, in 
the progrefs of defpotifm, which tends to difap* 
point its own purpofe , the emperors were obliged 
to derive fome merit from the forgivenefs of 
debts, or the remiffion of tributes, which their 
fubjects Were utterly incapable of paying. Ac- 
cording to the new divifion of Jtaly , the fertile 
and happy province 6£ Campania, the {ctne of 
the early victories and of the delicious retire- 
ments of the citizens of Rome , extended between 
the fea and the Appenine from the Tyber to the 
Silarus» Within fixty years after the death of 
Conftantine, and on the evid^^nce of an actual 
furvey, an exemption was granted in favour of 
three hundred and thirty thoufand English acres 
of defert and uncultivated land; which amount- 
ed to one -eighth of the whole furfice of the pro- 
vince. As the footfteps of the Barbarians had 
not yet been feen in Italy , the .caufe of this 
amazing defolation , which is recorded in the 
laws, can be afcribed only to the adminiftration , 
of the Roman emperors ''^. 

Either from defign or from accident, the mode A<refredi« 
of affeffment feemed to unite the fubdance of a *^' ^°'"\ 
land-tax with the forms of a capitation "*. The tation, 
returns which were fent of every province or 
diftrict, expreffed the number of tributary fubjects, 
and the amount of the public impofitions. The 
latter of the fums ^as divided by the former ; and 
Vol. IIL E 
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CKAP« the eftimate, that fuch a province contained fo 
*^^^ many capita^ or heads of tribute; and that each 
head was rated at fuch a price, was univerfaUjr 
received , not onJy in the popular , but even in 
the legal computation. The value of a tributary 
head muft have varied, according to many acci- 
dental, or at lead fluctuating circumftances ; but 
fome knowledge has-been preferved of a very 
curious fact, the more important, fmcc is relates 
to one of the richeft provinces of the Roman 
empire, and which now flourishes as the moft 
fplendid of the European kingdoms. The rapacious 
minifters of Conftantius had exhaufted the wealth 
of Gaul , by exacting twenty-five pieces of gold 
for the atinual tribute of every head* The humane 
policy of his fucceffor reduced the capitation *to 
feven pieces "*. A moderate proportion betwcea 
thefe oppofite extremes of extraordinary oppreflion 
and of tranfient indulgence, may therefore be fixed 
at fixtecn pieces of gold , or about nine pounds 
fterling , the common ftandard perhaps of the 
impofitions of Gaul "'• But this calculation , or 
rather indeed the facts from whence it is deduced^ 
cannot fail of fuggefting two difficulties to a think- 
ing mind , who will be at once furprifed by the 
equality^ and by the enormity of the capitation. An 
attempt to explain them may perhaps reflect fome 
light on the iuterefting fubject of the finances of 
the declining empire. 

L It is obvious, that, as long as the immutable 
conftitution of human nature produces and main- 
tains fo unequal a divifion of property , the moft 
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tiamerous part of the community would be dcpriv- CH A1». 
cd of their fubfiftence , by the equal affeffment of ^^^ 
a tax from which the fovereign would derive a 
very trifling revenue. Such indeed might be the 
theory of the Roman capitation ; but in the prac- 
tice, this unjuft equality was no longer felt, as 
the tribute was collected on the principle of a 
rcal^ not of a ;;er/o/7a/ impofition. Several indigent 
citizens contributed to compofe a fmgle head^ of 
share of taxation ; while the wealthy provincial , 
in proportion to his fortune , alone ireprefented 
feveral of thofe imaginary beings. In a poetical 
requcft , addreffed to one of the jaft and moft 
deferving of the Roman Princes who reigned in 
Gaul , Sidonius Apollinaris perfonifies his tribute 
under the figure of a triple monfter , the Gcryori 
of the Grecian fables , and intreats the new Her- 
cules that he would moft graciously be pleafed to 
fave his life by cutting off three of his heads^**\ 
The fortune of 5idonius far exceeded the cuftomary 
wealth of a poet ; but if he had purfued the allu- 
fion , he muft have painted many of the Gallic 
nobles with the hundred heads of the deadly 
Hydra, fpreading over the face of the country, 
and devouring the fubftance of an hundred families. 
II. The difficulty of allowing an annual fura o£ 
about nine pounds fterling , evAi for the average 
of the capitation of Gaul , may be rendered more 
evident by the comparifon of the prefent ftate of 
the fame country, as it is now governed by the 
abfolute monarch of an induftrioirs, wealthy and 
affectionate people. The taxes of France cannoc 

E z 
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CHAP, be magttificd, cither by fear or by flattery, beyond 
xvn. (i^Q annual amt)unt of eighteen millions fterling , 
which ought perhaps to be shared among four-and- 
twenty millions of inhabitants "*. Seven millions 
of thefe, in the capacity of fathers, or brothers, 
or husbands , may difcharge the obligations of the 
remaining multitude of women and children ; yet 
the equal proportion of each tributary fubject will 
fcarcely rife above fifty shillings of our money , ^ 
Indead of a proportion almoft four times as confi- 
derable , which was regularly impofed on their 
Gallic anceftors. The reafon of this difference may 
be found , not fo much in the relatives fcarcity or 
plenty of gold and filver, as in the difFertnt ftate 
of fociety in ancient Gaul and in modern France. 
In a country where petfonal freedom is the pri- 
vilege of every fubject, the whole mafs of taxes, 
whether they are levied on property or on com 
fumption, may be fairly divided among the whole 
. body of the nation. But the far greater part of 
the. lands of ancient Gaul, as well as of the other 
provinces of the Roman world , were cultivated 
by slaves, or by peafants, whofe dependent con- 
dition was a lefs rigid fervitude "'. In fuch a 
flate the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the mafters, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour; and as the rolls of tribute Were filled only 
with the names of thofe citizens who poffefled the 
means of an honourable , or at leaft of a decent 
fubfiftence , the comparative fmallnefs of their 
numbers explains and juftifies the high rate of 
tlieir capitation. The truth of this alTercion may 
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be illuftratcd by the following example : The chap. 
^dui, one of the moft powerful and civilized tribes ^^"• 
or cities of Gaul , occupied an extent of territory, 
which now contains above five hundred tho^fand 
inhabitants , in the two ecclefiaftical diocefes of 
Autun and Nevers "* : and with the probable 
acceflion of thofe of Chalons and Ma^on "* , thp 
population would amount to eight hundred thou- 
fand fouls. In the time of Conftantine , the terri- \ 
tory of the £dui afforded no more than twenty- 
five thoufand heads of capitation , of whom feyen 
thoufand were difcharged by that prince from the 
intolerable weight of tribute '". A juft analogy 
would feem to countenance the opinion of an . 
ingenious hiftorian "', that the free and tributary 
citizens did not furpafs the number of half a 
million; and if, in the ordinary adminiftration of 
government, their annual payments may be com- 
puted at about four millions and a half of our 
money, it would appear, that although the share 
of each individual was four times as confiderable, 
a fourth part only of the modern taxes of France* 
was levied on the Imperial province of Gaul. The 
exactions of Conftantius may be calculated at 
fevqn millions fterling , which were reduced to 
two millions by the humanity or the wifdora of 
Julian. 

But this tax , or capitation , on the proprietors Capitati ^a 
of land, would have fuffered a rich and numerous °",*'^^^ 
clafs of free citizens to efcape. With the view of ftry» 
sharing that fpecies of wealth which is derived 
Tonl art or labour, and which exlfts in money 

. E3 
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CHAPf or in merchandife, the emperors iropofed a diftincfc 
XVil. jinj pcrfonal tribute on the trading part of their 
fubjects "'. Some extemptions, very ftrictly con- 
fined both in time and place, were allowed to the 
jproprietors who difpoficd-of the produce of. their 
own eftates. Some indulgence was granted to the 
profrffion of the -liberal arts : but every other 
branch of commercial induftry was affected by the 
feverity of the law. The honourable merchant of 
Alexandria , who imported the gems and fpices of 
India for (he ufe of the weflern world; the ufurer, 
who derived from the interefl of money a fileiit 
and ignominious profit; the ingenious manufac- 
turer, the diligent mechanic, and even the mofl 

-^ obfcure retailer of a fequeftcred village , were 

obliged to admit the officers of the revenue into 
the partnership of their gain : and the fovereign 
of the Roman empire, who tolerated the profeflion, 
confented to share the infamous falary , of public 
proftitutes. As this general tax upon induftry was 
collected every fourth year , it was flyled the 
Lujtral Contribution: and the hiftorian Zofimus "' 
laments that the approach of the fatal period was 
announced by the tears and terrors of the citizens^ 
who were often compelled by the impending 
fcourge to embrace the moil abhorred and unna« 
tural methods of procuring the fum at which their 
property had been aCTefTed. The teflimony of 
Zofimus cannot indeed be juftified from the char* 
ge of palTion and prejudice , but , from the nature 
of this tribute , it feems reafonable to conclude 
that it was arbitrary in the diftribution » and 
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Extremely rigorous in the mode of collecting. The chap. 
fecret wealth of commcrQC , and the precarious ^'^'*'' 
profits of art or labour , are fufceptible only of a / 
difcretionary valuation, which is fcldom difadvan- 
tageous to the intereft of the treafury ; and as the 
perfon of the trader fuppHes the want of a vifible 
and permanent fecurity, the payment of the impo- 
fition, which, in the cafe of a land-tax , may be 
obtained by the feizure of property , can rarely be 
extorded by any other means than thofe of cor- 
poral punishments. The cruel treatment of the 
infolvent debtors of the ftate , is attefted , and 
was perhaps mitigated by a very humane edict of 
Conftantine , who , difclaiming the ufe of racks 
and of fcourges , allots a fpacious and airy prifon 
for the place of therr confinement "*. 

Thefe general taxes were impofed and levied F«e gi'tf. 
by the abfolute authority of the monarch ; but 
the occafional offerings of the coronary gold ^\\\ 
retained the name and femblance of popular con- 
fent. It was an ancient cuftom that the allies of 
the republic, who afcribed their fafcty or deliver- 
ance to the fuccefs of the Roman arms 5 and cfvcn 
the cities of Italy, who admired the virtues of 
their victorious general , adorned the pomp of his 
triumph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of 
gold, which, after the ceremony, were confecrated 
in the temple of Jupiter , to remain a lafting 
monument of his glory to future ages. The progreCs 
of zeal and flattery foon multiplied the number , 
and increafed the fize, of thefe popular donations; 
ant! the triumph of Caefar was enriched with two 

E4 
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CHAP, thonfand eight hundred/ and twenty-two mafly 
^^^' crowns, whofe weight amounted to twenty thou- 
land four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold. 
This treafure was immediately melted down by 
the prudent dictator, who was fatisfied that it 
would be more^ftrviceable to his foldiers than to 
the gods: his example was imitated by his fuc- 
ceflbis ; and the cuftom was introduced , of ex- 
changing thefe fplcndid ornaments for the more 
acceptable prefent of the current gold coin of the 
empire **'. The fpoiitaneous offering was at length 
exacted as the debt of duty ; and inftead of being 
confined to the occafion of a triumph , it was 
fuppofcd to be granted by the feveral cities and 
provinces of the monarchy, as often as the emperor 
condefcended to announce his accelfion , his con* 
fulj-hip , the birtK of a fon , the creation of a 
Csefar , a victory over the Barbarians , or any 
othjr real or imaginary event which graced the 
aAxials of his reign. The peculiar free gift of the 
fenatc. of Rome was fixed by cuftom at fixteen 
hundred pounds of gold , or about fixty-four thou-* 
fand pounds flerling. The opprelTed fubjects cele« 
brat^d their own felicity , that their fovereign 
should graciously confent to accept this feeble 
but voluntary teftimony of their loyalty j^nd gra^p 
titpde '■ *. 
conciu- A people elated by pride, or foured by difcoiju 

^*'"* tent, are feldom qualified to form a juft eftimate 

of their actual fituation. The fubjects of Conflan- 
tine were incapable of difccrning the decline of 
geaius aad manly, virtue » which ib far degradecl 
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them below the dignity of their anceftors ; but CHAFi 
they could feel and lament the rage of tyranny , ^^^' 
the relaxation of difcipline, and the encreafe of 
taxes. The impartial hiftorian, who acknowledges 
thejuftice of their* complaints , will obferve fome 
favourable circumftances which tended to alleviate 
the mifery of their condition. The threatening 
tempeft of Barbarians , which fo foon fubverted v 
the foundations of Roman greatnefs » was ftill 
repelled, or fufpended, on the frontiers. The arts 
of luxury and literature were cultivated, and the 
elegant pleafures of fociety were enjoyed by the 
inhabitants of a confiderable portion of the globe. 
The forms , the pomp , and the expence. of the 
civil adminiftration contributed to reftrain the irre« 
gular licence of the foldiers ; and although the 
laws were violated by power , or perverted by 
fubtlety, the fage principles of the Roman jurifc 
prudence prefer ved a fenfe of order and equity, 
unknown to the defpotic governmental of the eaft. 
The rights of mankind might derive, forne protec* 
tion from religion and philofophy ; and the name 
of freedom, which could no longer alarm, might 
Sometimes admonish, the fuccelTors of Auguftus, 
that they did not reign over a nation of Si^v^s or 
Barbarians '*'. 
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HE character of a prince who removed the feat 
CharacTer of empire , and introduced fuch important changes 
of Con. ijj^Q ^jjg ^[yii and religious conftitution of his 
country, has fixed the attention, and divided the 
opinions , of mankind. By the grateful zeal of the 
Chriftians, the deliverer of the church has been 
decorated with every attribute of a hero, and even- 
of a faint; while the difcontent of the vanquished 
party has compared Conftantine to the moft ab- 
horred of thofe tyrants , who , by their vice and 
Wefiknefs , dishonoured the Imperial purple. The 
fame paflions have in fome degree been perpetuated 
to fucceeding generations , and the character of 
Conftanline is confidered , even in the prefent 
age , as an object either of fatire or of panegyric. 
By the impartial union of thofe defects which are 
confeffed by his warmeft admirers, and of thofe 
virtues which are acknowledged by his moft im- 
placable enemies, we might hope to delineate a 
juft portrait of that extraordinary man , which the 
truth and candour of hiftory should adopt without 
a blush '. But it would foon appear, that the vain 
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«ttem|5t to h]tnd fuch difcordant colour, and to ttLxf^ 
reconcile fuch incOnfiftent qualities, nluft produce ^viin 
a figure flionftrous rather thafn human, unlefs it 
is vielved in its proper and diftinct lights , by a 
careful ftparation or the different periods of the 
feign of Conftantirie. 

The perfon, as well as the mind of Conftantine, huvIn 
had been enriched by nature with her choiceft 
Endowments. His ftature was lofty, his countenance 
majeftic. his deportment graceful; his ftrength and 
activity were difplayed ih every manly exercife, 
and from his earlieft youth , to a very advanced 
feaTon of life , he preferved the vigour of his 
conftitution by a flrict adherence to the domeftic 
virtues of chaftity and temperance. He delighted 
in the focial intercourfe of familiar cdnverfation ; 
and though he might fometimes indulge his difpo. 
fition to raillery with lefs ieferve than was requir- 
ed by the Ccvere dignity of his ftation , the cour- 
tcfy and liberality of his manners gained the hearts 
of all who approached him. The fincerity of his 
friendship has been fufpected; yet he shewed, 
on fome occafions , that he was hot incapable of 
a warm and lafting attachment. The difadvantage 
of an illiterate education had hot prevented hird 
from forming a juft^cftimate of the value of learn- 
ing; and the arts and fciences derived fome en- 
couragement from the munificent protection o£ 
Conftantine. In the difpatch of bufmefs, his dili- 
gence was indefatigable; and the active powers 
of his mind were almoft continually exercifed in 
reading, writing, or meditating, in giving aii-^ 
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eHAP. dience to ambafladors , and in examining the 
■^^^^ complaints \ of his fubjects. Even thofe who cen- 
fured the propriety of meafures were compelled to 
acknowledge , that he poffefTed magnanimity to 
conceive , and patience to execute , the mofl: 
arduous defigns, without being checked either by 
the prejudices oC education , or by the clamours 
of the multitude. In the field , he infufed his owa 
intrepid fpirit into the troops, whom he conducted 
with the talents of a confummate general ; and to 
bis abilities, rather than to his fortune, we mzff 
afcribe to fignal victories which he obtained over 
the foreign and domeftic foes of the republic. He 
loved glory^ as the reward, perhaps as the motive, 
of his labours. The boundlefs ambition , which , 
from the moment of his accepting the purple at 
York , appears as the ruling paflion of his foul , 
may be juftified by the dangers of his own fitu- 
ation , by the character of his rivals , by the 
confcioufnels of fuperior merit, and by the profpect 
tb^t his fuccefs would enable him to reftore peace 
and order to the diftracted empire. In his civil 
wars againfl; Maxeqtlus and Licinius , he had 
engaged on his fide the inclinations of the people, 
who compared the undiffembled vices of thofe; 
tyrants , with the fpirit of wifdom and juftice 
which feemed to direct the general tenor of the 
adminiftration of Conftantine *. 

Had Conftantine fallen on the banks of the 
Tyber , or even in the plains of Hadrianople , 
fuch is the character which, with a few exceptions, 
fee might have tranfinitted to poftcrity. But the 
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conclufion his feign :( according to the tab^tx^it *chaf. 
and indeed tender fentence of a writer of the fame ^^^^ 
age) degraded him from the rank which he had 
acquired among the moft deferving of the Romaa 
princes '. In the life of Auguftus ^ we behold 
the tyrant of the republic, converted, almofl; by 
imperceptible degfees, into the father of his country 
and of human kiild. In that of Conftantine ,^ w« 
may contemplate a hero, who had fo long infpired 
his fubjects with love, and his enemies with ter* 
Tor, degenerating into a cruel and diifolute monarch, 
corrupted by his^ fortune , or raifed by conquefl; 
above the neceflity of diflimulation. The general k, d. 
peace which he maintained during the laft fourteen ^*^ ^*^'' 
years of his reign, ^va8 a period of apparent fplen- 
dor rather than of real profperity ; and the old age 
of Conftantine was difgraced by the oppofite yet 
rcconcileable vices of rapacioufnefs and prodigality. 
The accumulated treafures found in the palaces of 
IVTaxentius and Licinius, were lavishly confumed; 
the various innovations introduced by the con- 
queror. Were attended with an encreafing cxpence; 
the coft of his buildings, his court, and his feftiv- 
als, required an immediate and plentiful fupply; 
and the opprelfion of the people was the only fund 
which could fupport the . magnificence of the 
fovcreign *. His unworthy favourites, enriched by 
the boundlefs liberality of their mafter, ufurped 
with impunity the privilege of rapine and corrup- 
tion *. A fecret but univerfal decay was felt in 
every part of the public adminiftration , and the 
emperor himfelf , though he ftill retained the obe* 
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#HAP. diencc, gradually loft the efteem, of his fubjects. 

»YfBt. The drcfs and manners , which , towards the 
decline of life , he chofe to affect , ferved only 
to degrade him in the eyes of mankind; The 
Afiatic (KMnp, which had been adopted by the 
pride of Diocletian , aflumed an air of foftnefs 
and effeniioacy in the perfon of Conftantine. He 
ig reprefented with falfe hair of various colours^ 
laboriously arranged by the skilful artifts of the 
times; a diadem of a new and more expenfive 
fashion; a profufion of gems and pearls, of collars 
and bracelets , and a variegated flowing robe of 
filk , moft curiously embroidered with flowers of 
gold. In fuch apparel , fcarcely to be excufed by 
the youth and folly of Elagabalus , we are at a 
lofs to difcovcr the wifdom of an aged monarch, 
and the fimplicity of a Roman veteran *. A mind 
. thus relaxed by profperity and indulgei!ice » was 
incapable of rifmg to that magnanimity which 
difdains fufpicion, and dares to forgive. The deaths 
of Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be juftiged 
by the maxims of policy, as. they are taught in 
the fchools of tyrants ; but an impartial narrative 
of the executions , or rather murders , which 
IkiUied the declining age of Conftantine , will 
fiiggcft to our moft candid thoughts , the idea of 
a prince, who could facrifice without reluctance 
the laws of juftice , and the feelings of nature , 
to the dictates either of his pailions or of hif 
iatereft. 

The fame fortune which fo invariably followed 
the .ftaadard of Conftantine , feemed to fecure 
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the hopes and comforts of his domeftic life. Thofe chap; 
among his prcdeceffors who had enjoyed the Ion- xvm«- 
gcft and moft profperous reigns, Auguftus, Trajan, 
and Diodetian, had been difappointed of pofterity ; 
and the frequent revolutions had never allowed 
fufficient time for any Imperial family to grow up: 
and multiply under the shade of the purple. But 
the royalty of the Flavian line, which had been 
firft ennobled by the Gothic Claudius , defcended ^ 

through feveral generations ; and Conftantine himfelf 
derived from his royal father the hereditary honours 
which he tranfmitted to his children. The emperor 
had been twice married. Mincrvina , the obfcure 
but lawful object of his youthful attachment ' , 
had left him only one fon , who was called Crif- 
pus. By Faufta, the daughter of Maximian, he 
had three daughters , and three fons known by 
the kindred names of Conftantine , Confiantius , 
and Gonflans. The unambitious brothers of the 
great Conftantine, Julius Conftaiitius, Dalmatius, 
and Hannibalianus *, were permitted to enjoy the 
mod honourable rank , and the moft affluent 
fortune , that could be confiftent with a private 
fiation. The youngeft of the three lived without 
a name, and died without pofterity. His two 
elder brothers obtained in marriage the daughters 
of wealthy fenators, and propagated new branches 
of the Imperial race. Callus and Julian afterwards / 
became the moft illuftrious of the children of 
Julius Conftantius , the Patrician. The two fons 
of Dalmatius, who had been decorated with the 
vain title of Ccnfor^ were named Dalmatius and 
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CHAP, HaniiibaiiatiUJi. The tvro fifters of the great Con-i 
xvuL ftantine, Anaftafia and Eutropia, were beftowed 
on Optatus and Nepotianus, two fenators of noble 
birth and of confular dignity. His third fifter, 
Confta'ntia, wasdiftinguished by her pre-eminence of 
greatnefs and of mifery. She remained the widow 
of the vanquished Licinius ; and it was by her 
^ entreaties* that an innocent boy, the offspring of 
their marriage , preferved for fome time , his Hfe , 
the title of Caefar , and a precarious hope of the 
fuccelfion^ Befidesj the females , and the allies of 
the Flavian houfe, ten or twelve males, to whom 
the language of modern courts would apply the 
. title of princes of the blood , feemed , according 
to the order of their birth, to be defined either 
to inherit or to fuppprt the throne of Gonftantine. 
But in lefs than thirty years , this numerous and 
encreafing family was reduced to the perfons of 
Conftantius and Julian, who alone had furvived 
a feries of crimes and calamities, fuch as the tragic 
poets have deplored in the devoted lines of Felops 
and of Qadmus. 

Times or Crifpus, the eldeft fon of Gonftantine, and the 
prefumptive heir of the empire, is reprefented by 
impartial hiftorians as an amiable and accomplished 
youth. The care of his education, or at leaft of 
his ftudies , Was entrufted to Lactantius , the moft 
eloquent of the Ghriftians ; a prseceptor admirably 
qualified to form the tafte, and to excite the vir- 
tues, of his illuftrious difciple *. At the age of 
feventeen, Grifpus was inveftcd iyhh the title of 
Gasfar , and the adminiftration of the Gallic pro* 

vinces. 
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vinccs, where the inroads of the Germans gave 
him an early occafion of fignalizing his military 
prowcfs. In the civil war which broke out foon 
f^lprwards , the father and fon divided their pow- 
ers ; and this hlftory has already celebrated the 
valour as well as conduct difplayed by the latter^ 
in forcing the ftreights pf the Hellefpont , fo ob«» 
ftinately defended by the fuperior fleet of Licinius. 
This naval victory contributed to idetermine the 
event of the war ; and the names of Conftantind 
and of Crifpus were united in the joyful acclama-^ 
tions of their eaftcrn fubjects : who loudly proclai-^ 
med , that the world had been fubdued , and was 
now governed, by an emperor endowed with 
every virtue, and by his illuftrious fon, a prince 
beloved of heaven , and the lively image of his 
father's perfections. The public favour , which 
feldom accompanies old-age , diffufed its luftre 
over the youth of Crifpus. He deferved the efteem, 
aiiud he engaged the affections , of the court , thcS 
army , and the people. The expetiehced merit of 
a reigning monarcU is acknowledged by his fub- 
jects with reluctance , and frequently denied with 
partial and difcontented murmurs; while , fronl 
the opening virtues of his fucceffor , they fondly 
conceive the moft unbounded hopes of private as 
well as public felicity **. 

This dangerous popularity foon excited thd 
attention of Conftantine, who, both as a father 
and as a king, was impatient of an equal. InRcaa 
of attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon ^ 
by the generous ties of confidence and gratitude^ 
Vol. IIL F . 
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«HAP, he refolved to prevent the mifchiefs which might 
XVIII. jjg apprehended from diffatisfied ambition. Crifpus 
foon had reafon to complain, that while his infant 
brother Conftantius was fent, with the title #^. 
Csefar, to reign Over his peculiar department of 
the Gallic provinces " , Ac , a prince of mature 
years , who had performed fuch recent and fignal 
icrvices, inftead of being raifed to the fuperior 
rank of Auguftus, was confined almoft a prifoner 
to h\» father's court ; and expofed, without power 
or defence, to every calumny which the malice 
of his enemies could fugged. Under fuch painful 
circumftances, the royal youth might not always 
be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprefs his 
difcontent; and %ve may be affured, that he was 
cncompaffed by a train of indifcreet or perfidious 
followers , who afEduously (ludied to inflame , 
and who were perhaps inftructed to betray , the 
^. D. jif, uneuarded warmth of his refentmcnt. An edict of 

October T 

Conftantine, published about this time, manifeftly 
indicates his real or aflFected fufpicions, that a fecret 
confpiracy had been formed againft his perfon and 
gov^ernment. By all the allurements of honours 
and rewards, he invites informers of every degree 
to accufe Without exception his magiftrates or mi- 
nifters , his friends or his moft intimate favourites, 
protefting , wih a folemn afleveration , that he 
himfeif will liften to the charge, that he himfelf 
will revenge his injuries; and concluding with a 
prayer , which difcovers fome apprrhenfion of 
danger, that the providence of the Supreme Being 
may flill continue to protect the fafety of the 
•mperor »nd of the empire *\ 
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The in formers, -who complied with fo liberal chaf« 
an invitation, were fufficiently verfed in the arts ^^^^^' 
of courts to felect the friends and adherents of and death 
Crifpus as the guilty perfons ; nor is there, any ofcrirpui^ 
reafon to diftruft the veracity of the emperor » who j^iyj '**' 
had pron^ifed an ample meafure of revenge and 
punishment. The policy of Conftantinc main* 
uined , however , the fame appearances of regard 
and confidence towards a fon , whom he began to 
confider as his mod irrecbncileable enemy* Me- 
dals were ftruck with the cuftomary yows for iht 
long and aufpicious reign of the young Gselkr"; 
and as the people, who was not admitted into the 
fecrets of the palace , (till loved hU virtues , and 
refpected his dignity, a poet who folicits his recal 
from exile , litlores with equal devotion the ma- 
jefty of the father and that of the fon '*. The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the augiift 
ceremony of the twentieth year of the reign o£ 
Conftantine; and the emperor, for that purpofe, 
removed his court from Nicomedia to Rome, 
where the moft fplendid pi;eparations had been 
made for^his reception. Every eye, and every 
tongue , affected to exprefs their fenfe of the 
general happinefs , and .the .veil of ceremony and 
diifimulation was drawn for a while over the 
darkeft defigns of revenge and murder '*. In the 
midft of the feftival, thetunfortunate Crifpus was 
apprehended by order of the emperor, who laid 
afide the tendernefs of a father , without aflfuming 
the equity of a judge. The examination was < 

short' and private "; and as it was thought deceal} 



«4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 

XVIU. 



The em- 

prefs 

Faufta. 



to conceal the fate of the young prince from the 
eyes of the Roman people , he was fent under a 
flrong guard to Pola, in Iftria, where, foon after- 
Wards, he was put to death, either by the hand of 
the executioner, or by the more gentle operation 
of poifon ". The Caefar Licinius , a youth of 
amiable manners , was involved in the rpin of 
Crifpus " ; and the ftern jealoufy of Conftantinc 
Was unmoved by the prayers and tears of his fa- 
vourite fifter , pleading for the life of a fon ; 
whofe rank was his only crime, and whofe lofs she 
did not long furvive. The ftory of thefe unh:ippy 
princes, the nature^ and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, ^and the circumflances of 
their death, were buried in myfterious obfcurity; 
and the courtly bishop, who has celebrated in an 
elaborate work the virtues and piety of his hero* , 
obferves a prudent filence on the fubject of thefe 
tragic events '*. Such haughty contempt for the 
opinion of mankind , whilft it imprints an inde- 
lible ftaln on the memory of Conftantine, muft re- 
mind us of the very different behaviour of one of 
the greatefl monarchs of the prefent, age. The 
Czar Peter , in the full pofleffion of defpotic 
power , fubmitted to the judgment of Ruflia , of 
Europe , and pf pofferity , the reafons which had 
compelled him to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at leaft of a degenerate, foft *\ 

The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfally ac- 
knowledged , that the modern Greeks , who adore 
the memory of their founder , are reduced to pal- 
liate the guilt of a parricide , wHich the common 
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feelings of human nature forbade them to juftify, chaf. 
They pretend , that as foon as the afflicted father *viil. 
difcovered the falfehood of the accufation by 
wrhich his credulity had been fo fatally niiskd , he 
published to the world his repentance and remorfe ; 
that he mourned forty days , during which he ab- 
ftained from the ufe of the bath , and all the oxAu 
.nary comforts of life; and that, for the lalling 
inftruction of pofterity , he erected a golden ftatue 
of Crifpus , with this memorable infcription : 

To MY SON, WHOM I UNJUSTLY CONDEMNED*'. 

A tale fo moral and fo interefting woUld deferve to 
be fupported by lefs exceptionable authority: but 
if we • confult the more ancient and authentic 
writers , they will inform us , that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifefted only in acts of 
blood and revenge; and that he atoned for the 
murder of an innocent fon , by the execution ^ 
perhaps, of a guilty wife.* They afcribe the 
misfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his ftep- 
mother Faufta , whofe implacable hatred , or 
whofe difappointed'lpve, renewed in the palaco 
of Conftantine the ancient tragedy of Hippohtus 
and of Phaedra**. Like the daughter of Minos , 
,the daughter of Maximian accufed her fon-ini* 
law, of an inceftuous attempt on the chaftity of 
his father's wife ; and eafily obtained , from the 
jealoufy of the emperor , a fentence of death 
againft a young prince , whom she confidcred with 
reafon as the moft formidable rival of her owa 
children. But Helena , the aged mother of Coo- 
i^ntine, lamented and revenged the uatimely £2ite 

F3 
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CHAP, of her grandfon Crifpus: nor was it long before 
*^™* a real or pretended difcovery was made, that 
Faufta herfelf entertained a crixninal conncctioa 
with a slave belonging ta the Imperial ftables ", 
Her condemnation and punishment were the inftant 
confequences of the charge 5 and <he adulterefs 
was fuffocated by the fieam of a bath , which , 
for that puipofe, had been heated to an extra- 
ordinary degree **. By fome it will perhaps be 
. thought - that the remembrance of a conjugal 
union of twenty years, and the honour of their 
common offspring, the deftined heirs of- the 
throne, might have fof ten ed the obdurate heart 
of Conftantine ; and perfuaded him to fuffer his 
wife, however guilty she might appear, to cx^ 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But it 
feems a fuperfluous labour to weigh, the pro- 
priety, unlefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
lingular event; which is attended with fome cir- 
cumflances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe who 
have attacked , and thofe who have defended, the 
character of Conftantine , have alike difregarded 
two very remarkable paffages of two orations pro- 
nounced 6nder the fucceeding reign. The former 
celebrates the virtue?, the beauty, and the for- 
tune of the emprefs Faufta., the daughter , wife , 
fiftcr, and mother of fo many princes *^ The 
latter afferts, in explicit terms, that the mother 
of the younger Conftantine , who was slain three 
years after his fa>her*s death, furvived to weep 
over the ifate of her fon *'. Notwithftanding the 
pofitive teftimony of feveral writers of the Pagan 
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as well as of the Chriftian religion, there may 
dill remain fomc reafon to believe, or at leaft to 
fufpect, that Faufta efcaped the blind and fuf. 
piciobs cruelty of her husband. The deaths of a 
fon, and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpcqtable, and perhaps innocent 
friends *' , who were involved in their fa^ , may 
be fufficient, however, to juftify the difcontent of 
the Roman people , and to explain the fatirical 
verfes affixed to the palace -gate, comparing the 
fplendid and bloody reigns of Conftantine and 
Nero". 

By the death of Crifpus , the inheritance of the 
empire fcemed to devolve on the three fons of 
Faufta, who have been already nnientioned under 
the names of Conftantine, of Conftantius, and of 
Conftans. Thefe young princes were fucceffively 
inveftcd^with the title of Cxfar; and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenth, 
the twentieth , and the thirtieth years of the reign 
of their father *'. This conduct, though it tend- 
ed to multiply the future matters of the Roman 
world, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affection;, but it is not eafy to underftand 
the motives of the emperor, when he endangered 
the fafety both of his family and of his people, 
by the unneceffary elevation of his two nephews, 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifed , by the title of Caefar, to an equality with 
his coufins. In favour of the latter, Conftantine 
invented the new and fingular appellation of 
ifobilijfimus^'' i to which he annexed the flattering 
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CHAP, diftinction of a robe of purple and gold. But of 
*vm. ^jjg whole feries of Romah princes in any age of 
the empire, Hannibalianus alone was diftinguish* 
cd by the title of King ; a name which the fub- 
jects of Tiberius would have detefted, as the pro- 
fane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. The 
ufe of fuch a title , even as it appears under the 
reign of ConftantincJ is a ftrange arid unconnect- 
ed fact, which can fcarccly be admitted on ihc 
joint authority of Imperial medals and contempo- 
rary' writers ". 
Their eao- The whole empire was deeply interefled in the 
^^^^ education of thcfe five youths , the acknowledged 
fucceffors of Conftantine. Th& exercifes of the 
body -prepared them for the fatigues of war , and 
the duties of active life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conflantius , 
allow that he excelled in the gymnadic arts of 
leaping and running ; . that he was a dextrous 
archer, a skilful horfeman, and a mafter of all 
the different weapons ufed in the fcrvice either of 
the cavalry or of the infantry '*. The fame affi- 
duous cultivation was beflowed, though not pcr- 
hap<i with equal fuccefs, to imprdve *thc minds of 
the fons and nephews of Conftantine ". The moft 
celebrated profefTors of the Chriftian faith, of the 
Grecian philofophy , and of the Roman jurif- 
prudence , were invited by the liberality of the 
cmpcior, who rcferved for himfelf the iraport:\nt 
ta*k of inftructing the royal youths in the fcienoe 
©f government, and the knowledge of mankind. 
But the gtsnius of Conftantine himfelf had been 
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formed by advcrfity and cxpenerice. In the free CHAfy. 
intercourfe of private life, and amidft the dangers ^tvifl. 
of ^hc court of Galerius , he had learned to com- 
iband his own paffions, to encounter thofe of his 
equals, and to depend for his prcfent fafety and 
future greatnefs on the prudence and firmnefs of 
his perfonal conduct. His deftined fucccffors had 
the mi:fortunc of being born and educated in 
the Iniperial purple. Inceffantly furrouhded With 
a train of flatterers , they pafled their youth in the 
enjoyment of luxury and the expectation of 91 
throne ; nor wouJd the dignity of their rank per- 
niit thero to defcend from that elevated ftation 
from whence the various characters of human 
na'^ure appear to wear a fmooth and uniform af- ' 
peer. The indulgence of Conftantiiic admitted 
them, at a very tender age, to share the admini- ' 

ftration of the empire ; and they (ludied the art 
of reigning at the expence of the people entrufted 
to iheir care. The younger Conftantine was ap- 
pointed to hold his court in Gaul ; and his brother 
Conftantius eiilDhanged that department, the an- 
cient patrimony of their father, for the more 
opulent, but iefs martial, countries of the Eaft. 
It^ly, the Wcftern Illyricum, and Africa, were 
accuftomed to revere Conftans, the third of his 
fons, as the reprefentative of the great Conftan- 
tine. Hr fixed Dalmatius on the Gothic frontier, 
to wh»rh he annexed the government of Thrace, 
Macedonia , and Greece. The city of Csefarea 
w^s chofen for the refidencc of Hannibalianus ; 
and the jproviflces of Fontus, Cappadocia, and 
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CHAP, the Lcffer Armenia, were defigncd to form the ^ 
' xvm. extent of his new kingdom. For each of thefc 
princes a fuitable cftablishment was provided. A 
juft proportion of guards, of legions, and of 
auxiliaries , was allotted fo^ their lefpective dig- 
nity and <lefence. The miniftcrs and generalsi, 
who were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
Conftantine could truft to aflift, and even to con- 
trol, thefe youthful fovereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of th^ir autho- 
rity were infenfibly enlarged : but the emperor 
always rcferved for himfelf the title of Auguftus; 
and while he shewed the Ctefars to the armies and 
provinces, he maintained every part of the empire 
in equal obedience to its fupreme head '*. The 
tranquillity of the laft fourteen years of his reign 
was fcarcely interrupted by the contemptible in- 
fiirrection of a camel - driver in the island of Cy- 
prus ", or by the active part which the policy of 
Conftantine engaged him to aiTume in the wars of 
the Goths and Sarmatians. % 

Manners Among the different . branches of the human 
oftheSar. race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable 
shade , as they feem to unite the manners of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and complexion ' 
of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. According 
to the various accidents of peace and war, of al- 
liance or conqueft, the Sarmatians were fome- 
times confined to the banks of the Tanais; and 
they fometimes fpread themfclves over the im- 
meofe plains which lie between the Viftula and 



mttuns. 
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the Volga ". The care of their xiumerous flocks chap.. 
and herds , the purfuit of game , and rhe exercife xvni. 
of war, or rather of rapine, directed ihe vagrant 
motions of the Sarmatian?;. The moveable 
caraps or cities, the ordinary rcfidence of their 
wives and children , confifted only of large wag- 
gons drawn by oxen, and covered in the form of 
tents. The military ftrength of the nation was 
compofed of cavalry; and the cuflom of their 
warriors , to lead in their hand one or two fparc 
horfes, enabled them to advance and to retreat 
with a rapid diligence, which furprifed the fecurity^ 
and eluded the purfuit, of' a diftant enemy ". 
Their poverty of iron prompted their rude in- 
duftry to invent a fort of cuirafs, which was ca- 
pable of refitting a fword or favclin , though it was 
formed only of horfes hoofs, cut into thin and po- 
lished slices, carefully laid over each other in rhe 
manner of fcales or feathers , and ftrongly fewed 
upon an under-garment of coarfe linen '". 1 he 
offenfive arms of the* Sarmatians were short dag- 
gers, long lances, and a weighty bow with a 
quiver of arrows. They were reduced to the nc- 
ceflity of employing fish -bones for the points of 
their weapons; but the cuftom of dipping them 
in a venomous liquoc , that poifoned the wounds 
which they inflicted, is alone fufficient to prove 
the moft favage manners; fincc a people impref- 
fed with a fenfe of humanity would have abhorred 
fo cruel a practice , and a nation skilled in the arts 
of war would have difdained fo impotent a re- 
fource *\ Whenever thcfe Barbariatis iffued from 
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their defcrts in qucft of prey, their shaggy beards ^ 
uncombed lock?, the furs with which they were 
covered from head to foot , and their Herce coun- 
tenances , which feemed to exprefs the innate 
cruelty of their minds , infpired the more ci- 
vilized provincials of Rome with horror and dif- 
may. 

The tender Ovid , after a youth fpent in the en- 
joyment of fame and luxury , was condemned to 
an hopelefs exile on 'the fiozen banks of the Da.- 
nube, where he was expofed, almoft without de- 
fence, to the fury of thefe monfters of the defert, 
with whofc ftern fpirits he feared that his gentle 
shade might hercafcer be confounded. In his pa- 
thetic , but fometimes unmanly lamentations ^* , 
he defcribes in the moft lively colours , the drefs 
and manners , the arms and inroads of the Getae 
and Sarmatians , who were affociated for the pur- 
pofes of deftruction ; and from ihe accounts of 
hiftory , there is fome reafon to believe that ihefe 
Sarmatians were the Jazygse, on^ of the moft nu- 
merous and warlike tribes of the nation. 1 he 
allurements of plenty engaged them to feek a per- 
manent eftablishment on the frontiers of the em- 
pire. Soon after the reign of Auguftus, they obliged 
the Dacians, who fubfifted by fishing on the banks 
•f the river Teyfs or Tibifcus , to retire into the 
ftilly country, and to abanc^on to the victorious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hun- 
gary , which are bounded by the courfc of the 
Danube and the femi - circular inclofure of the 
Carpathian mountaios !% la this advantageous 
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pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment chaf. 
of attack , as they were provoked by injuries or ^^^^ 
appeafed by prefents ; they gradually acquired 
the skill of ufing more dangerous weapons; and 
although the Sarmatians did not iUufirate their 
name by any memorable exploits , they occafion- 
ally affifted their eaftern and weftern neighbours » 
the Goths and the Germans , with a formidable 
body of cavalry. They lived under the irregular 
ariftocracy of their chieftains ** ; but after they 
had received into their bofom the fugitive Van- 
dals, who yielded to the preflure of the Gothic 
power , they feem to have chofen a king from 
that nation, and from the illuflrious race of the 
Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the shores of 
the Northern ocean *'. 

This motive of enmity muft have inflamed the . Th« go- 
fubjects of contention , which peroetualiy arifc on ^'^'Jj^jjJ. 
the confines of warlike and independent nations. 
The Vandal princes were (linulated by fear and 
revenge , the Gothic kings afpired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
Germany; and the waters of the Maros, a fmall 
river which falls into the Teyfs , were flamed with ^ 
the blood of the contending Barbarians. After 
fome. experience of the fuperior flrength and 
numbers of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians im^^ 
plored the protection of the Roman monarch , who 
beheld with pleafure the difcord'of the nations^ 
but who was juflly alarmed by ,the progrefs 
of the Gothic arms. As foon as Conflantinc 
had declared himfelf in fsivour of the weakes 
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«HAP. party; the haughty Araric, king of the Goths, in- 
XVUL -(^cad of expecting the attack of the Legions, 
boldly puffed Hhc Danube, and fpread terror and 
devaluation through the province of Msefia. To 
oppofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
emperor took the field in perfon ; but on this oc- 
cafion eith r his conduct or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many fo- 
reign and domeftic . wars. He had the mortifica- 
tion of feeing his troops fly before an inconfider- 
" able detachment of the Barbarians, who purfued 
them to the edge of their fortified camp , and ob- 
liged him to confult his fafety by a precipitate 
and ignominious retreat. The event of a f^cond 
and more fucccfsful action retrieved the honour of 
the Roman name ; and the powers of art and dif- 
cipiinc prevailed , after an obftinate conteft , over 
the eflForts of irregular valour. The broken army 
of the Goths abandoned the field of battle, the 
wafted province, ahd the paflage of the Danube: 
and although the eldefl; of the fons of Confiantine 
A.1). 33t. was permitted to fupply the place bf his father, 
Apiiiao. ^iie merit of the victory, which diffufed univerfal 
joy,' was afcribed to the aufpicipus counfcls of the 
emperor himfclf. 

He contributed , at leaft , to improve this advan- 
tage, by his negociations with the free and war- 
like people of Cherfonefus ** , whofe capital fituate 
on the wefterri coaft of the Tauric or Crimean 
peninfula, ftill retained fome veftiges of a Grecian 
colony, and wa^i governed by a perpetual magi-^ 
ftratt, aflifted by a council of fenators, emphati* 
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cally ftyled the Fathers of the City. ,The Cher- chaf. 
fonitcs were animated againft.the Goths, by the ^vui/ 
memory of the wars which, in the preceding cen- 
tury, they had maintained witK unequal forces 
againft the invaders of their country. They were 
connected with the Romans by the mutual bene** 
fits of commerce ; as they were fupplied from the 
provinces of Afia with corn and manufactures, 
which they purchafed witK their only productions, 
lalt , wax , and hides. Obedient to the requifition 
of Conftantine , they prepared, under the conduct 
of their magiftrate Diogenes, a confiderable army, 
of which the principal ftrength confided in crofs- 
bows and military chariots. The fpeedy march 
and intrepid attack of the Cherfonites, by divert- 
ing the attention of the Goths, affifted the opera* 
fcions of ttie Imperial generals. The Goths, van. 
quished on every fide, were driven into the moun- 
tains , where, in the courfe of a fevere campaigo, 
above an hundred thoufand were computed to 
have perished by cold and hunger. Peace was at. 
length granted to their humble fupplications ; the 
eldeft fon of Araric was accepted as the moft va* 
luable hoftagc; and Conftantine endtavourcd to 
convince their chiefs, by a liberal diftribution of 
honours and rewards, how far the friendship of 
the Romans was preferable to their enmity. In 
the 'expreffions of his gratitude towards the faith** 
ful Cherfotiites , the emperor was ftill more mag- 
nificent. The pride of the nation was gratified by 
the fplendid and almoft royal decorations bellow- 
ed on their masiftrate and hi$ fuccellbrs* A per« 
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cWap. petual exemption from all duties was ftipulated 
XVIII. fQj. ^jjeir veflels which traded to the ports of the 
Black Sea. A regular fubfidy Was promifed , of 
iion, corn, oil, and of every fupply whidi could 
be ufeful either in peace or war. But it was 
thought that the Sarmatians were fufficieixtly re- 
warded by their deliverance from impending ruin ; 
and the emperor , perhaps with too ftrict an oeco- 
nomy, deducted fome part of the expences of the 
war from, the cuftomary gratifications which were 
allowed to that turbulent nation. 
«xpTii«oii Exafperated by this apparent neglect, the Sar- 
«f the sar. i^atians foon forgot with the levity of Barbarians, 
A^D^m. ^^^ fervices which they 'had fo lately received, - 
and the dangers which ftill threatened their fafety. 
Their inroads on the territory of the empire pro- 
voked the indignation of Conftantine to leave 
them to their fate; and he no longer oppofed the, 
ambitioh of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who 
had recent^ afcended th,e Gothic throne. Wifu- 
xnar, the Vandal king, whilft alone and unailift- 
ed, ]}e defended his dominions with undaunted 
courage , was vanquished and slain in a decifive 
battle which fwept away the flower of the Sarma« 
tian youth. The remainder of the nation em- 
braced the defperate expedient of arming their 
slaves , a hardy race of hunters and herdfmen , by 
whofe tumultuary aid they revenged their defeat, 
and expelled the invader from their confines; 
But they foon difcovered that they had exchanged 
a foreign for a domeftic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable* Enraged by their former 

fervuude. 
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fervltude , elated by their prerent glory, the slaves, chap. 
under the name of Limigantes , claimed and ^vxii. 
ufurped the poffeffion of the country which they 
had faved. Their mafters, unable to withftand 
the nngovcrned fury of the populace, preferred 
the hardships of exile , to the tyranny of their fer- * 

vants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians folicited 
a lefs ignominious dependence, under the hoftile 
fiandard of the Goths. A more numerous band 
retired beyond the Carpathian mountains , among 
the Quadi, their German allies, and were eafily ad« 
initted to share a fuperfiuous wafte of uncultivated 
land. But the far greater part of the diftrefled 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the protection and 
forgivencls of the emperor, they folemnly pro- 
mifed , as fubjects in peace, and as foldiers in 
w2ir, the moft inviolable fidelity to the empire 
which should graciously receive them into its bo- 
fom. According to the maxims adopted by Pro- 
bus and his fucccQbrs , the o£Fer6 of this Barbarian 
colony were eagerly accepted , and a competent 
portion of lands in the provinces of Pannonia , 
Thrace , Macedonia , and Italy , were immediate- 
ly afligned for the habitation and fubfiftence of 
three hundred thoufand Sarmatians *^ 

By chaftifing the pride of the Goths , and by Death and 
accepting the homage of a fuppliant nation , Con- ^"luftali!^ 
ftantine afferted the majefty of the Roman em- une, 
pire; and the ambaffadors of Ethiopia, Perfia, a.d. 33<. 
and the moft remote countries of India , congra- 
tulated the peace and pfofperity of his govern* 

Vol. HI. G 
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^^m* "^^"^^'- If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune , the death of his eldeft fon , of his ne- 
phew., and perhaps of his wife , he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirtieth year of his jeign j a period 
which none of his predecefTors , fince Auguflus, 
had been permitted to celebrate. Conftantine 
furvived that folemn fcflival about ten months ; 
and., at the mature age of fixty-four , after a short 
illnefs , he ended his memorable life at the palace 
A. i) 347. of Aquyrion , in the fuburbs of Nicomedia , whither 
^*^ *•• he had retired for the benefit of the air , and 
with the hope of recruiting his exhaufted flrength 
by the ufe of the warm baths. The excefJGvc de- 
monftrations of grief, or at leafl of mourning, 
furpafTed whatever had been practifed on any for- 
mer occafion. Notwithflanding the claims of the 
fenate and people of ancient Rome, the corpfc 
v^ of the deceafed emperor, according to his laft re- 

quefl, was tranfported to the city, which was 
deftined to preferve the tiame and memory of its 
founder. The body of Conftantine , adorned with 
the vain fymbols of greatnefs, the purple and 
diadem , was depofited on a golden bed in one of 
the apartments of the palace, which for that pur- 
pofe had been fplendidly furnished and illumina- 
ted. The forms of the court were flrictly main- 
tained. Every day , at the appointed hours , the 
principal officers of the flate, the army, and the 
houfehold , approaching the perfon of their fove- 
reign with bended knees and a compofed counte- 
nance^ offered their refpectful homajge as feriously 
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as if he had been ftill alive. From motives of po» 
licy , this theatrical reprefentation was for fOme 
time continued ; nor could flattery neglect the op- 
portunity of remarking that Conftantinc alone, by 
the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had reigned 
after his death *\ 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- 
geantry; and it was foon difcovered that the will 
of the moft abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed , 
when his fubjects have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or tp dread from his re* 
fentment. The Ij^me minifters and generals who 
bowed with fuch reverential awe before the inani^ 
mate corpfe of their deceafed fovereign , ^^ere en- 
gaged in fecret confultations, to exclude his two 
nephews , Dalmatius and Hannibalianus , from the 
share which he had alligned them in the fucceffion 
of the empire. We arc too imperfe<itly acquaint* 
cd with the court of Conftantinc to form any 
judgment of the real motives which influenced the 
leaders of the confpiracy ; unlefs we should fup- 
pofe that they were actuated by a fpirit of jealoufy 
and revenge againft the prsefect Ablavius, a proud 
favourite, who had long directed the counfels and 
^bufed the confidence of the late emperon The 
arguments, by which they folicited the concur* 
rence of the foldiers and people , are of a more 
obvious nature: and they might with decency, 
as well as truth , infift on the fuperior rank of the 
children of Conftantine, the danger of multiply- 
ing the number of fovereigns , and the impending 
mifcHiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
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CHAP, difcord of fo many rival princes, who were not 
^^^^^' connected by the tender fymparhy of fraternal at 
fcction. The intrigue was conducted with zeal 
and fecrecy, till a loud and unanimous declara^ 
tion was procured from the troops, that they 
would fuffer none except the fons of their lament- 
ed monarch , to reign over the Roman empire **. 
The younger Dalmatius , who was united with his 
collateral relations by the ties of friendship and 
intereft, is allowed to have inherited a confider- 
able share of the abilities of the great Conftanrine: 
but, on this occafion, he does npt appear to have 
concerted any meafures for fupporting , by arms , 
the juft claims which himfelf and his royal bro- 
ther derived from the liberality of their uncle. 
Aftonished and overwhelmed by the tide of po- 
pular fury , they feem to have remained without 
the power of flight or of refiftance , in the hands 
of their implacable enemies. Their fate was 
fufpcnded till the arrival of Conftantius, the fe- 
cond ** , and perhaps the moft favoured , of the 
fons of Conftantine. 

Maflacre The voicc of the dying emperor had recom- 
mended the care of his funeral to the piety of 
Conftantius 5 and that prince , by the vicinity of 
his eaftern ftation , could eafily prevent the dili- 
gence of his brothers , who refided in their diftant 
government of Italy and Gaul. As foon as he 
had taken poffeffion of the palace of Conftanti- 
nople , his firft care was to remove the apprehen- 
fions of hislcinfmcn, by a folemn oath, which he 
pledged for their fecurity. His next employment 
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was to find fome fpecious pretence which might c H a ?• 
releafe his confcience from the obligation of an ^^^' 
imprudent promife. The arts of fraud were 
made fubfervient to the defigns of cruelty ; and a 
manifeft forgery was attefted by a perfon of the 
moil facred character. From the hands of the 
bishop of Nicomedia, Goallantius received a fa- 
tal fcroll > affirmed to be the genuine teftament of 
his father ; in which the emperor cipreffed his 
iufpicions that he had been poifoned by his bro- 
thers; and conjured his fons to revenge his death, 
and to confult their own fafety by the punishment 
of the guilty ^*. Whatever reafons might have 
been alleged by thefe unfortunate princes to de- 
fend their life and honour againft fo incredible an 
accuiation , they were filenced by the furious cla- 
mours of the foldiers, who declared thcmfclves, at 
once, their enemies, their judges, and their exe- 
cutioners. The Ipirit, and even the forms of le- 
jgal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a pro- 
mifcuous maflacre; which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, feven of his coufins, of whom Dal- 
matius and Hannibalianus w^re the moft illuftri* 
ous, the Patrician Optatus, who had married a 
fifter of the late emperor, and the Prsefect Abla* 
vius, whofe power and riches had infpired him 
with fome hopes of obtaining the purple. If it 
were neceffary to figgravate the horrors of this 
bloody fccne , we might add , that' Conftantius 
himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of his uncle 
Julii#, and that he had beftowed his fifter in 
marriage on his coufm Hannibalianus*. Thefe 
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CHAP, ftlliances, which the policy of Gonftantine, re- 
xvuL gardlefs of the public prejudice " , had formed 
between the feveral branches of the Imperial 
houfe, ferved only to convince mankind, that 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affection, as they were infeiifibie to the 
ties of confanguinity ,• and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa- 
mily, Gallus and Julian alone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius , were faved from 
the hands of the affaflins, till their rage, fatiated 
with slaughter , had in ' fome meafure fubfided* 
The emperor Conftantius, who, in the abfence of 
his brothers , was the moft obnoxious to guilt and 
reproach, difcovered, on fome future occafions; 
a faint and tranfient remorfe for thofe cruelties 
which the perfidious counfels of his minifters , and 
/ the irrefiftible violence of the troops, had extorted 

from his unexperienced youth ^*. 
DTvifion of The maflacre of the Flavian race was fucceede4 
the empire, \yy ^ Qgyf divifiou of the provinccs ; which was 
Sept. II. ratified in a perfonal interview of the three bro* 
thers. Conftantine, the eldeft of the Caefars, ob- 
tained, with a certain pre -eminence of rank, the 
poffelfion of the new capital , which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace, and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for the patri- 
mony of Conftantius ; and Conftans was acknow- 
ledged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa, 
and the weftern lUyriGatn. The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right; and they cohdcfoArdcd, 
.after feme delay, to accept from the Roipan fc^ 
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nate, the title of Augujiuu When they firft af- chap. 
fumed the reins of government, the eldeft of thefc xviii. 
princes was twenty- one, the fecond twenty, and 
the third only feventeen, years of age '\ saporkiag 

While the martial nations of Europe followed o^ P«rfia. 
the ftandards of his brothers, Cpnftantius, at the ' •***• 
head of the effeminate troops of Afia,. wa? left to 
fuftain the weight of the Perfian war. At the* 
deceafe of Conftantine , the throne of the eaft was 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormifdas, 
and grandfon of Narfes, who, after the victory 
of Galerius, had humbly confeffcd the fuperiority 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
thirtieth year of his long reign y he w^s ftill in the 
vigour of youth, as the date of. his acceffion, by 
a very (Irange fatality, had preceded that of his 
birth. The wife of Hormouz remained pr^nant 
at the time of her husband's death; and the un« * 
certainty of the fex, as well as of the event, ex- 
cited the ambitious hopes of the princes of the 
houfe of Saifan, The apprehenfions of civil war 
were at length removed , by the pofitive affurance 
of the Magi, that the widow of Hormouz haid 
conceived, and would fafely produce a fon. Obe- 
dient to the voice of fuperftition , the Pcrfians 
prepared, withopt delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay 
in (late, was exhibited in the midft of the palace; 
the diadem was placed on the fpot , which might 
be fuppofed to conceal the future heir of Arta- 
xerxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the ma- 
jefty of their invifible and infenfible fovereign \ 
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If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale , 
which feems however to be countenanced by the 
manners of the people , and by the extraordinary- 
duration of his reign, v^rc muft admire not only 
the fortune , but the genius , of Sapor. In the 
foft fequeftered education of a Perfian haram , the 
royal youth could difcover the importance of ex- 
crcifmg the vigour of his mind and body; and, 
by his perfonal merit, deferved a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet unconfcious 
of the duties a«d temptations of abfolute power. 
His minority was expoied to the almoft inevitable 
calamities of dpmeftic difcord; his capital was 
furprifcd and plundered by Thair , a powerful, 
king of Yemen , or Arabia ; and the majefty of 
the royal family, was degraded by the captivity of 
a princefs, the fifter of the deceafed king. But 
as foon as Sapor attained the age of manhood, 
the prcfumptudus Thair, his nation, and his coun- 
^try, fell beneath the firft effort of the young war- 
rior; who ufed his victory with fo judicious a 
mixture of rigour and clemency, that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
title of Dhoulacnafj or protector of the nation '^ 
The jwnbition of the Perfian , to whom his 
enemies afcribe the virtues of a foldier and a fta- 
tefman , was animated by the defire of revenging 
the difgrace of his fathers , and of wrefting from 
the hands of the Romans the five provinces 
beyond the Tigris. The military fame of Conftan- 
tine , and the real or apparent ftrength of his 
government , fufpended the attack ; and while 
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the hoftile conduct of Sapor provoked the refcnt- chap. 
racnt , his artful ncgociations amufed the patience xvnu 
of the Imperial court. The death of Conftantine 
was the fignal of war *' , and the actual condition 
of the Syrian and Armenian frontier , feemed to 
encourage the Pcrfians by the profpect of a rich 
fpoil , and an eafy conqueft. The example of the 
maffacres of the palace , diffufed a fpirit of licen- 
tioufiiefs and fedition among the troops of che eaft, 
who were no longer retrained by their habits of 
obedience to a veteran commander. By the pru- 
dence of Conftantius, who, from the interview 
with his brothers in Pannonia, immediately ha(le« 
ned to the banks of the Euphrates , the legions 
were gradually reftored to a .fenfe of duty and 
difcipline; but the feafon of anarchy had permitted 
Sapor to form the fiege of Nifibis, and to occupy 
feveral of the moft important fortreffes of Mefo- 
potamia '\ In Armenia, the renowned Tiridates 
had long enjoyed the peace and glory which hie 
deferved by his valour and fidelity to the caufe of 
Rome. The firm alliance which he maintained with 
Conftantine , was productive of fpiritual ias well 
as of temporal benefits : by the converfion of 
Tiridates, the character of a faint was applied to 
that of a hero , the ChrifUan faith was preached 
and cftablished from the Euphrates to the shores 
of the Cafpian, and Armenia was attached to the 
empire by the double ties of policy and of religiori. 
But as many of the Armenian liobles ftill refufed 
to abandon the plurality of their gods and of their 
wives , the public tranquillity was difturbcd by a 
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CHAP, difconteiited faction, which infulted the feeble age 
XVIII. of their fovereign , and impatiently expected the 
A. D. 345. hour of his death. He died at length after a reiga 
of fifty-fix years, and the fortune of the Armenian 
monarchy expired with Tiridates* His lawful heir 
was driven into exile , the Ghriftian priefts were 
cither murdered or expelled frqm their churches , 
the barbarous tribes of Albania were folicited to 
defcend from their mountains ; and two of the 
. moft powerful governors , ufurping the jenfigns or 
the powers of royalty , implored the aOiftance of 
Sapor, and opened tjie gates of their cities to the 
Perfian garrifons* The Chriftian party, under the 
guidance of the archbishop of Art^xata, the imme- 
diate fucceffor of St. Gregory the Illuminator, had 
recourfe to the piety of Conftantius. After the 
troubles had continued about three yeats, Antio- 
chus, one of the officers of the Jioufehold, executed 
with fucccfs the Imperial commiffion of rcftoring 
Chofroes , the fon of Tiridates , to the throne of 
his fathers, of diftributing honours and rewards 
^mong the faithful fervants of the houfe of Arfa- 
ces , and of proclaiming a general amnefty , which 
was accepted by the greater part of the rebellious 
Satraps. But the Romans derived more, honour 
than advantage from this revolution. Chofroes 
was a prince of a puny (lature, and a pufiUanimous 
fpirit. Unequal to the fatigues of war, averfe to 
the focicty of man|icind , he withdrew from his 
capital to a retired palace , which he built on the 
tanks of the river Eleutherus, and in the centre 
pf a shady groyc ; where he copfumed his vacapt 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 107 

hotirs in the rural fports of hunting and hawking, cnxn 
To fecurc this inglorious eafe , he fubmitted to xvhl 
the conditions of peace which Sapor condefcended 
to impofe ; the payment of an annual tribute, 
and the reftitution of the fertile province. of Atro- 
pacene, which the courage of Tiridates, and the 
victorious arms of Galerius, had annexed to thd 
Armenian monarchy ''. 

During- the long period of the reign of Conftan- The Per*, 
tins, the provinces of the eaft were afflicted by ^" '^'^ 
the calamities of the Perfian war. The irregular 337 — 3^^ 
incurfions of the light troops alternately fpread 
terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris , and 
beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of CteTiphoa 
to thofe of Antioch ; and this active fervice was 
performed by the Arabs of the defert , who were 
divided in their intereft and affections; fome of 
their independent chiefs being enlifted in the party 
of Sapor, whilft others had eagaged their doubtful 
fidelity to the emperor '*• The more grave and 
important operations of the war were conducted 
with equal vigour ; and the armies of Rome and 
Ferfia encountered each other in nine bloody 
fields , in two of which Gonftantius himfelf com- 
manded in perfon '*. The event of the day was Battle of 
moft commonjiy adverfe to the Romans , but in s*"^"* • 
the battle of Singara , their imprudent valour had 
almoft atchieved a fignal and decifive victory. 
The ftktionary troops of Singara retired on the 
approach of Sapor , who paffed the Tigris over 
three bridges j and occupied near the village of 
Hilleh an advar^tageous camp , which , by the 
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CHAP. labour of his numerous pioneers , he furrounded 
XVHL jj^ Q^jjg Jay Yirith a deep ditch, and a lofty rampart. 
His formidable hoft , when it was drawn out in 
order of battle, covered the banks of the river, 
the adjacent heights, and the whole extent of a 
plain of above twelve miles , which feparated the 
two armies. Both were alike impatient to engage ; 
but the Barbarians, after a slight refillance, 3ed 
indiforder; unable to refift, or defirous to weary, 
the (Irength of the heavy legions, who , fainting 
with heat and thirft , purfued them acrofs the 
plain, and cut in pieces a line of cavalry, clothed 
in complete armour, which had been ported before 
the gates of the camp to protect their retreat. 
Conftantius, who was hurried along in the purfuit, 
attempted, without effect, to reftrain the ardour 
of his troops, by reprefenting to them the dangers 
of the approaching night , and the certainty of 
completing their fucccfs with the return of day. 
As they depended much more on their own va- 
lour , than on the experience or the abilities of 
their chief, they filenced by their clamours his 
timid remonftrances ; and rushing with fury to the 
charge, filled up the ditch , broke down the ram* 
part, and difperfed themfelves through the tents, 
to recruit their exhaufted flrength , and to enjoy 
the rich harvefl of their labour^. But the prudent 
Sapor had watched the moment of victory. His 
army, of which the greater part, fecurely pofted 
on the heights, had been fpcctators of the action, 
advanced in filence , and under the shadow of the 
night; and his Ferfian archers, guided by the 
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illumination of the camp, poured a shower of chaf. 
arrows on a difarmed and licentious crowd. The ^^"^ 
{incerity of hiftory *' declares , that the Romans 
were vanquished with a dreadful slaughter, and 
that the flying remnant of the legions was expofed 
to the moft intolerable hardships. Even the tender- 
nefs of panegyric, confeuing that the glory of the 
emperor was fuUied by the difobedience of his 
foMiers, chufes to draw a veil over the circum- 
ftances of this melancholy retreat. Yet one of 
thofe venal orators , fo jealous of the fame of 
Conftantius , relates with amazing coolnefs , an 
act of fucb incredible cruelty , ais , in the judg- 
ment of pofterity , muft imprint a far deeper 
ftain on the. honour of the Imperial name. The fori 
of Sapor , the heir of his crown , had been made 
a captive in the Perfian camp. The unhappy 
youth , who might have excited the compaflioii 
of the moft favage enemy, was fcourged, tortu- 
red, and publicly executed by th« inhuman Ro- 
mans **. 

Whatever advantages might attend the aVms of siege of 
Sapor in the field , though nine repeated victories ^'^^^^ 
diffufed among the nations the fame of his valour 
and conduct , he could not hope to fucceed in 
the execution of his defigns , while the fortified 
towns of Mefopotamia, and above all , the ftrong 
and ancient city of Nifibis, remained in the poffef- 
fion of the Romans. In the fpace of twelve years, 
Nifibis , which , fince the time of LucuUus, had 
been defervedly efteemed the bulwark of the eaft, a. d. 338. 
fuftained three memorable fieges againft the power 346. 350. 
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cifAP. of Sapor ; and the difappointed monarch , after 
^viiL urging his attacks above fixty , eighty , and aa 
hundred days, was thrice rfcpulfed with Jofs and 
ignominy *'. This large and populous cfty was 
fituate about two days journey from the Tigris, 
in the midft of r pleafant and fertile plain at the 
foot of mount Malius. A treble inclofure of brick 
walls was defended by a deep ditch '*; and the 
intrepid refiftance of Count Lucilianus , and his 
garriibn, was feconded by the defperate courage 
of the people. The citizens' of Nifibis were ani- 
mated by the exhortations of their bishop '^ inured 
to arms by the prefencc of danger, and convinced 
of the intentions of Sapor to plant a Perfian colony 
in their room, and to lead them away into diftant 
and barbarous captivity. The event of the two 
former fieges elated their confidence ; and exafper* 
ated the haughty fpirit of the Great King , who 
advanced a third time towards Nifibis, at the head 
of the united . forces of Perfia and India. The 
ordinary machines, invented to batter or undermine 
the walls, were rendered ineffectual by the fupc- 
rior skill of the Romans ; and many days had 
vainly elapfed, when Sapor embraced a refolution 
worthy of an eaftern monarch , who believed that 
the elements themfelves were fubject to his power. 
At the ftated feafon of the melting of the fnows 
in Armenia , the river Mygdonius, which divides 
the plain and the city of Nifibis, forms, like the 
Nile *', an inundation over the adjacent country. 
By the labour of the Perfians , the courfe of the 
river vr^ ftoppcd below the town, and the waters 
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were confined on every fide by folid mounds of chap. 
earth. On this artificial lake , a fleet of armed ^^^^^ 
veffels , filled with foldiers , and with engines 
which difcharged fiones of five hundred pounds 
weight, advanced in order of battle, and engaged, 
almoft upon a level, the troops which defended 
the ramparts. The irrefiftible force of the waters 
was alternately fatal to the contending parties, 
till at length a portion of the walls , unable to 
fuftain the accumulated preffure , gave way at 
once, and expofed^an ample breach of one hun- 
dred and fifty feet. The Ferfians were inftantly 
driven to the affault , and the fate of Nifibis 
depended on the event of the day. The heavy- 
armed cavalry, who led the van of a deep column, 
were embarraffed in the mud, and great numbers 
were drowned in the unfeen holes which had 
been filled by the rushing waters. The elephants, 
made furious by their wounds , encreafed the di- 
forder , and trampled down thoufand of the Per- 
fian archers. The Great King, who from an exalted 
throne beheld the misfortunes of his arms, founded, 
Vith reluctant indignation, the fignal of the retreat, 
and fufpended for fome hours the profecution of 
the attack. But the vigilant citizens improved the 
opportunity of the night ; and the return of day 
difcovered a new wall of fix feet in height, rifing 
every moment to fill up the interval of the breach. 
Notwithftanding the difappointment of his hopes, 
and the lofs of more than twenty thoufand men , 
Sapor flill preffed the reduction of Nifibis with aa 
obflinate iirmneis, which could have yielded only 
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CHAP, to the neceffity of defending the caf^ern provinces 
XVIII. of Perfia againft a formidable invafion of the Maf- 
fagetae *^ Alarmed by this intelligence, he haftily 
relinquished the ficge , and marched with rapid 
diligence from the banks of the Tigris to thofe of 
the Oxus. The danger and difficulties of the Scy- 
thian war engaged him foon afterwards to con* 
dude, or at leaft to obferve, a truce with the Roman 
emperor , which was equally grateful to both 
princes; as Gonftantius himfelf, after the deaths 
of his two brothers, was involved, by the revolu* 
tions of the weft, in a civil conteft, which required 
and feemed to exceed the moii vigorous exertion 
of his undivided ftrengtb. 
Civil war. After the partition of the empire , three years 
and death h^^ fcarccly clapfed , before the fons of Conftan* 
ftant^ne, ^^^ fecmed impatient to convince mankind that 
A. D. 340. they were incapable of contenting themfelves with 
the dominions which they were unqualified to 
govern. The eldcft of thofe princes foon complain- 
ed , that he was defrauded of his juft proportion 
of the fpoils of their murdered kinfmen ; and 
though he might yield to the fuperior guilt and 
merit of Gonftantius, he exacted from Gonftans 
the celfion of the African provinces,- as an equi- 
valent for the rich countries of Macedonia and 
Greece , which his brother had acquired by the 
death of Dalmatius. The want of fincerity, which 
Conftantine experienced in a tedious and fruitlefs^ 
negociation, exafperated the fiercenefs of his tern- 
per; and he eagprly llftened to thofe favourites, 
"who fuggefted to him that his honour, as well 

as 
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as his intereft, was concerned in the profecution cttkP, 
of the quarfcL At the head of a tumultuary band, *^^^ 
fuited for rapine rather than •for conqueft , he 
fuddedly broke into the dominions of Gonftan^^ 
by the way of ijie Julian Alps, and the country 
round Aquileia felt the firfl; effects of his refent*^ 
ment. The meafures of Conftans, vrho then refided 
in Dacia , were directed with more prudence and 
ability. On the news of his brother's invafion, he 
detached a fciect and difciplined body of his Illy^ 
rian troops, propofing to follow them in pcrfon 
with the remainder of his forces. But the conduct 
of his lieutenants foon terminated the unnatural 
conteft. By the artful appearances of flight , Con- 
ftantine was betrayed into an ambufcade , which 
had been concealed in a wood , where the rash 
youth , with a few attendants , Was furprifcd , 
furrounded, and slain. His body, after it had been 
found in the obfcure dream of the Alfa , obtained 
the honours of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his 
provinces transferred their allegiance to the con* 
queror, who, refufing to admit his elder brother 
ConPtantius to any share in thefe new acquifuions, 
maintained the undifputed pofleflSon of more than 
two^thirds of the Roman empire **. 

The fate of Conftans himfelf Was delayed Ubotft Mtifj^tdf 
ten years longer, and the revenge of his brother's conftaiT$, 
death was referved for the more ignoble hand of Fibruary. 
A dorHeftic traitor. The pernicious tendency a(f 
the fyftem introduced by Conftantine , was dis- 
played in the feeble adminiftration of his fons] 
who, by their vicds and weakncfs, foon loft th^ 
Vol- IIL H 
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cftkP. eft^em and afifections of their people. The pride 
^^^^ affumed by Conftans, from the unmerited fuccefs 
of his arms , was sundered more contemptiBle by 
his want of abilities and application; His fond 
partiality towards fome German captives, diftin- 
guished only by the charms of youth , was an ob* 
ject of fcandal to the people ** ; and Magnentius, 
an ambitious foldier , who was himfelf of Barba- 
rian extraction , was encouraged by the public 
difcontent to aflert the honour of th€ Rocitiaa 
name ^\ The chofcn hanks of Jovians and Hercu- 
lians , who acknbwiedged Magnentius as their 
leader, maintained the m.oft refpectable and im* 
portant ftation in the Imperial pamp« The friendship 
of Marccllinus, count of the facred largeflcs, fup- 
plied with a liberal hand the means of feduction. 
The foldiers were convinced by the moft fpecious 
arguments, that the republic fummoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary Servitude; and, by 
the choice of an active and vigilant prince^ to re- 
ward the fame virtues which had raifed the ancef- 
tors of the degenerate Conftans from a private 
condition to the throne of the world. As foon as 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution , Marcelli- 
nus, under the pretence of celebrating his fens 
birth-^ay, gave a fplendid entertainment to the 
iUuJirious and honourable perfons of the court of 
Gaul , which then refided in the city of Autun, 
The intemperance of the feaft was^artfully pro* 
tracted till a very late hour of the night; and the 
unfufpecting guefts were tempted to indulge 
themfelves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of 
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-converfation. On a fuddcn the doors were thrown ohaf. 
open, and Magnentius, who had retired for a few xvui. 
moments , returned into the apartment , invefted 
with the diadem and purple* The confpirators 
inftantly faluted him with the titles of Auguftus 
and Emperor. The furprife, the terror, the into- 
xication, the ambitious hopes, and the mutual 
ignorance of the reft of the affembly, prompted 
them to join their voices to the general acclama- 
tion. The guards haftened to take the oath of 
fidelity; the gates of the town were shut; and * 
before the dawn of day , Magnentius became 
mafter of the troops and treafure of the palace and 
<:ity o^ Autun. By his fecrecy and diligence he 
entertained fome hopes of furprifing the perfon of 
Conftans, who was purfuing in the adjacent fore ft 
his favourite amufement of hunting, or perhaps 
fome pleafures of a more private and criminal 
nature. The rapid progrefs of fame allowed him, 
however, an inftant for flight, though the defer- 
tion of his ibldiers and fubjects deprived him of 
the power of refiftance. B«fore he could ^reach a 
fea-port in Spain, where he intended to embark, 
he was overtaken near Helena '\ at the foot of 
the Pyrenees, by a party of light cavalry, whofe 
chief, regardlefs of the fanctity of a temple, exe- 
cuted his commiflion by the murder of the fon 
of Conftantine ^*. m 

As foon as the death of Conftans had decided tins anj^ 
this cafy but important revoludon, the example of Vectamo 
the court of Autun was imitated by the provinces pnrpie/ * 
of the weft. The authority of Magnentius was a. d. 35<?. 

Tt ^ March. 1/ 
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CHAP. ackno\^lcdgecI through the whole extent of the 
xviiu ^^Q great praefectures of Gaul and Italy; and the 
ufurper prepared , by every act of oppreflion , to 
collect a treafure, which might difcharge the ob- 
ligation of an immenfe donative, and fupply the 
cxpenccs'of a civil war. The martial countries of 
Illyricuita , from thd Danube to the extremity of 
Greece, had long obeyed the government ot 
Vetranio , an aged general , beloved for the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and who had acquired 
ibme reputation by his experience and fervices in 
War ^\ Attached by habit , by duty , and by 
gratitude , to the houfe of Conftantine , he imme- 
diately gave the ftrongeft affurances to thip only 
furviving fon of his late mafter, that he would 
expofe, with unshaken fidelity, his perfon and his 
troops , to inflict a juft revenge on the traitors of 
Gaul. But the leg:ions bf Vetranio were feduced, 
rather than provoked, by the example of rebellion ; 
their leader foon betrayed a Want of firmnefs, or 
a want of fincerity; and his ambition derived a 
fpccious pretence from the approbation of the prin- 
cefs Conftantina. ^hat cruel and afpiring woman, 
who had obtained from the great Conftantine her 
father the rank of Augufta^ placed the diadem with 
her own hands on the head of the Illyrian general ; 
and fcemed to expegt from his victory, the accom- 
plishment of thofe unbounded hopes , of which 
she had been difappointed by the death of her 
husband Hannibalianus. Perhaps it was without 
the confent of Conftantina, that the new emperor 
farmed a neceflary, though dishonourable, alliance 
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with the tifurper of the weft, whofe purple was ohkk 
fo recently (lained with her brother's blood '*• ^'^^* 
The intelligence of thefe important events, conftan. 
which fo deeply affected the honour and fafety of 
the Imperial houfe, recalled the arms of Conftan- A/nra^sq: 
tius from the inglorious profecution of the Perfiaa 
war. He recommended the care of the eaft to his 
lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufm Callus, 
whom he raifed from a prifon to a throne ; and 
marched towards Europe, with a mind agitated 
by the conflict of hope and fear , of grief and in* 
dignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in Thrace, 
the emperor gave audience to the ambafladors of 
Magnentius and Vetranio. The firft author of the 
confpiracy, Marcellinus, ^yho in fome roeafure 
had beftowed the purple on his new mafter, 
boldly accepted this dangerous commiflion; and 
his three colleagues were felected from the illu- 
firious perfonages of the ftate and army. Thefe 
deputies were inftructed to footh the refentment, 
and to alarm the fears, of Gonftantius. They were 
empowered to offer him the friendship and alliance 
of the weftern princes, to cement their union 
by a double marriage: of Gonftantius with the 
daughter of Magnentius, and of Magnentius him* 
felf with the ambitious Conftantina ; and to ac- 
knowledge in the treaty the pre-eminence of rank, 
which might juftly be claimed by the emperor of 
the eaft. Should pride and miftaken piety urge 
him to refufe thefe equitable conditions, the 
ambafladors were ordered to expatiate on tl>e 
inevitable ruia which muft attend his rashnels , if 

Hi 
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he ventured to provoke the foverei^ns of the welt 
to exert their fuperior ftrength ; and to cnf>plojr 
againft him that valour, thofe abilities, and thofe 
legions, to which the houfe of Conftantine had 
been indebted for fo many triumphs. Such propo- 
fitions and fuch arguments appeared to deferve the 
moft ferious attention; the anfwer of G6nftantiu9 
was deferred till the next day; and as he had 
reflected on the importance of juftifying a civil 
war in the opinion of the people, he thus addreffed 
his council, who Hftened wi»h real or affected 
credulity: .^ Laft night, *' faid he, -^ after 1 retired 
J, to reft , the shade of the great Conftantine / 
35 embracing the corpfe of my murdered bro-her, 
55 rofe before my eyes; his well-known voice* 
n awakened me to revenge, forbade me to defpair 
j5 of the republic, and affured me of the fucceff 
53 and immortal glory which would crown the 
53 juftice of my arms. " The authority of fuch a 
vifion, or rather of the prince who alleged it, 
filenced every doubt, and excluded all negociation. 
The ignominious term's of peace were rejected 
with difdain. One of th^ ambafladors of the tyrant 
was difmifled with the haughty anfwer oJF' Con^i 
ftantius; his colleagues^ as unworthy of ^the privi-' 
leges of the la\^ of nations, were put in irons ^^ 
and the contending powers ^prepared to^ wage an 
implacable war '*. 

Such was the conduct, and fuch ' perhaps ' wa»^ 
the duty, of the brother of Conftans towards the 
perfidious ufurper of Gaul. The fituation and 
character of Vetranio admitted o£ milder meafures; 
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and the policy of the eaftern cnapcFor was directed cuaf. 
to difunite his antaganifts, and to fcparate" the xviii. 
forces of Illyricum from the caufe of rebcilion. It 
was an eafy ta.^k to deceive the franknefs and * 
fimplicity of Vetranio , who , fluctuating fomc 
time between the oppofite views of honour and 
interefl:, difplayed to the world the infincerity of 
his temper, and was ihfenfibly engaged in the 
fnarc^of an artful negociation. Conftantius ac- 
knowledged him as a legitimate and equal col- 
league in the empire, on condition that he wouW 
renounce his difgraceful alliance with Magnentius, 
and appoint a place of interview on the front ie=FS 
of their refpective provinces; where they might! 
pledge their friendship by mutual vows of fidelity^ 
and regulate by common confent the future opera- 
tions of the civil war. In confequence of this 
agreement, Vetranio advanced to the city of Sar- 
dica '*, at the head of twenty thou fand horft, 
and of a more numerous body of'itifantry ; a 
power fo far fuperior to the forces of ConftaiitiUs, 
that the lUyrian emperor appeared to command 
the life and fortunes of his rival, who, depending 
on the fuccefs of his private ^egociations , had 
feduced the tropps, and undermined the throne, of 
Vetranio. The chiefs, who had fecretly embraced 
ihe party of Conftantius, prepared in his favour a 
public fpectacle, calculated to difcover and inflame 
the paflions of the multitude '^ The united armies 
were commanded to aflemble in a large plain near 
the city. In the centre , according to the rules of 
ancient difcipline, a military tnbunal, or* Father 

H 4 



iZQ THE PECLINE AND FALL 

(pHAPt fcaffold, was erected, from whence the emperors 
XVJW y^xt accuftomed, on folemn and important occa-^ 
fions^ to harangue the troops. The well-ordered 
ranks of Romans and Barbarians, with drawn 
fwords, or with erected fpears, the fquadrons of 
cavalry, aiKl the cohorts of infantry, diftinguished 
by the variety of their arms and enfigns , , formed 
an immenfe circle round the tribunal ; and the 
attentive filence which they preferved was lometi^ 
mes interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of 
applaufe. In the prefence of this formidable affem^ 
bly, the two emperors were called upon to explain 
the fituation of public affairs : the predecency of 
rank was yielded to the royal birth of Conftan^^ 
tius; and though he was indifferently skilled ir» 
the arts of rhetoric^ he acquitted himfelf, undec 
thefe^difiicult circumftdnces , with iirmnefs, dex^ 
terity^and elo^ue^oe. The firft part of his oration 
feemed to be pointed only againft the tyrant* of 
Gaul ; but wliile he tragically lamented the cruel- 
murder of Conftans, he infmuated, that none, 
except a brother, could claim a right to the fucw 
ceflion -of his. brother. He difplayed , with fome 
(ponbplacencyi the glories of his Imperial race ; and 
tecailed to the memory of the troops., the valour, 
the triumphs , the liberality of the great Conftan^i 
tine, to whofe fons they had engaged their alie^ 
giance by an oath of fidelity, which the ingrati^ 
tude of his mod favoured fervants had tempted 
them to violate. The officers, who furrounded the 
tribunal, and were inftructed to act their parts iti' 
thi^ extraordinary : fixne » confefled the irrefiftible 
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ipbwer of reafon and eloquence , by faluting the 
emperor Conftandus as their lawful fovereign. 
The contagion of loyalty and repentance was 
communicated from tank to rank ; till the plain of 
Sardica refounded with the univerfal acclamation 
of ,, Away with thefe upflart ufurpers! Long 
9, life and victory to the fon of Conftantine! 
» Under his banners alone we will figh^ and con- 
9, quer. " The shout of thoufands, their menacing 
geftures, the fierce clashing of their arms, aftonisH* 
cd and fubducd the courage of Vetranio, who 
ftood , amidft the defection of his followers , in 
anxious and filent fufpence. Inftead of embracing 
the laft refage of generous defpair, he tamely 
fubmitted to his fate j and taking the diadem from 
bis head, in the view of both armies, fell proftratie 
at the feet of his conqueror. Conftantius ufed hik 
victory with prudetice and moderation ; and 
taifing from the ground the aged fuppliant, whoni 
he affected to ftyle by the endearing name oJF 
Father, he gave him his hand to defcend from th6 
throne. The city of Prula was afligned for the 
exile or retirement of the abdicated monarch, who 
lived fix years .in the enjoyment of eafe and a& 
fluence. He often expreflfed his grateful fenfe of 
the gobdnefs of Conftantius, and, with a very 
amiable fimplicity, advifed his benefactor to reiigii 
the fceptre of the world, and to feek for content 
( where alone it could be found ) in the peaceful 
obfcurity of a private condition "• 

The behaviour of Conftantius on this Pernor* 
able occafion was celebrate^ with fome appearance 
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CHA?. of juftice; and his courtiers compared the ftudied 
xyiij. orations Avhich a Pericles of x Deraofthenes addreP 
Jed to the populace of Athens, with the victorious 
eloquence which had perfuaded an armed multi- 
tude to defert and depofe the object of their partial 
choice ^'. The approaching conteft with Magnea«> 
tins was of a more ferious and bloody kind. The 
tyrant advanced by rapid marches to encounter 
Conftantius, at. the head of a numerous, army , 
coropofed of Gauls and Spaniards, of Frank:» and 
Saxons ; of thofe provinculs who fijppliecT the 
ilrength 'of the legions, and of thofe barbarians 
who were dreaded a^ the moil formidable enemies 
of the republic. The fertile plains '* of the Lower 
Fannonia, between the Drave, the Save, and the 
Danube, prefented a fpapioqs theatre; and the 
operations of the civil >Yar were protracted during 
the fum^ser -months by the skill or timidity of 
the combatants ^\ Conftantius had declared his 
intention of deciding the ({uarrel in the fields of 
CibaliSy a name that would animate his. troops by 
the remetnbrance of the victory which » on the 
fame aufpicious ground, had been obuined by the 
arms of his. father Conftantine. Yet, by -the im- 
pregnable fortifications with which, the emperor 
encompalTed his camp, he appeared to declines 
rather than to invite , a general engagement. It 
was the object of Magn^ntius to tempt or to 
compel his adverfary to relinquish this .advanta«> 
geous pofition; and he employed, with that view, 
the various marches, evolutions, and (Iratagems, 
which the knowledge of the ..art of war could 
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fugged to an cxpierienced officer. He carried by en at. 
aflauJt the important town of Sifcia ; made an ?^^"' 
attack on the city of Sirmium , which lay in the 
rear of the Imperial camp; attempted to force a 
paflage over the Save into the eaftern provinces of 
Illyricum; and cut in pieces a numerous detach«» 
ment, which he iiad allured into the narrow pafles 
of Adarne. During the greater part of the fummer,. 
the tyrant of Gaul shewed himfelf matter of the 
field. The troops oPConftantius were haraflfedand 
difpirited; hi^ reputation declined in the eye of 
the world ; and his pride condefcended to folicit: 
a treaty of peace, which would have refigned to' 
theaffaffin of Conftans the fovercignty of the- 
provinces btiydnd the Alps. Thefe offers werc^ 
enforced by the eloquence of Philip, the Imperial 
ambaffador- and the touncil as well as the arroy^ 
of Magnenfiu« were difpoGed to accept them. But 
the haughty .ufurper, carelefs of the remonftrances. 
of his friends, gave orders, that Philip should be 
detained as a captive , or at leaft as a hoftage ; 
while he difpatched an officer to reproach Con- 
ftantius with the weaknefs ;of his reign, and to 
infult him by the proraifc of a pardon, if he would 
inttantly abdicate the purple. ,, That he should 
,3 confide m the jufticc of his caufe, and the pro- 
55 tection of an avenging Deity,'' was the only 
anfwer which honour permitted the emperor to 
return. But he yras fo fenfibfc of the difficulties of 
his fituation , that he no longer dared to retaliate 
the indignity which had been offered to his repre- 
fentative. The oegociation , of Philip was not. 
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(StiAP. hoWever, ineffectual; fmcc he determinedNSylvanu* 
^^^^ the Frank , a general of merit and reputation , to 
defert with a confiderable body of cavalry, a few 
days before the battle of Murfa. 
Battle of ' The city of Murfa, orEffek, celebrated in mo* 
Muria, jg,.jj times for a budge of boats five miles in 
Srpt! 58,' kngth , over the river Drave, and the adjacent 
morafles " , has been always confidered as a place 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag* 
nentius directing his march towards Murfa, fet 
fire to the gates, and, by a fudden aflauit, had 
almoft fcaled the walls of the town. The vigi* 
lance of the garrifon extinguished the flames ; the 
approach of Gonftantius left him no time to con« 
tinue the operations of the fiege ; and the em* 
peror foon removed the only obftaCle that could 
embarrafs his motions , by forcing a body of troops; 
which had taken poft in an adjoining amphi* 
theatre. The field of battle round Murfa was a 
naked and level plain: on this ground the army 
of Conftantius formed , with the Drave on their 
right; while their left, either from the nature of 
their difpofition, or from the fup^riority of thtit 
cavalry, extended far beyond the right flank of 
Magncntius '•. The troops on both fides re- 
mained under arms in anxious expectation during 
the greateft part of the morning; and the fon of 
Gonftantine , after animating his foldiers by aa 
eloquent fpeech , retired into a church at fome 
diflance from the field of battle, and committed 
to his generals the conduct of this decifive day •% 
They dcferved his confidence by the. valour and 
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military skill which they exerted. They wifely chap. 
began the action upon the left; and advancing ^^"'* 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line , 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
cnenay, which was unprepared to refill the im* 
petuofiry of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Weft foon rallied, by the habits of difcipline; 
and the Barbarians of Germany fupported the re* 
nown of their national bravery. The engage- 
ment foon became general ; was maintained with 
various and fmgular turns of fortune; and fcarcely 
ended with the darknefs of the night The fig- 
xial victory which Conftantius obtained is attri- 
buted to the arms of his cavalry. His cuiraffiers 
are defcribed as fo many mafly ftatues^ of fteel » 
glittering with their fcaly armour , and breaking 
with their ponderous lances the firm array of the 
Gallic legions. As foon as the legions gave way, 
the lighter and more active fquadrons of the fe- 
cond line rode fword in hand into the intervals, 
and completed the diforder. In the mean wl^ile , 
the huge bodies of the Germans were expofed al- 
moft naked to the dexterity of the oriental archers; 
and whole troops of thofe barbarians were urged 
by anguish and dcfpair to precipitate themfelves 
into the broad and rapid ftream of the Drave **• 
The number of the slain was computed at fifty- 
four tlfoufand men , and the slaughter of the con- 
querors was more confiderable than that of the 
vanquished *' ; a circumftance which proves the 
obftinacy of the conteft , and juftifies the obfer- 
vation of an ancient >yriter, that the forces of 
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CHAP« *h^ empire were confumed in the fatal battle of 
Xviii. IVlurfa, by the lofs of a veteran army^ fufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add new triun^phs 
to the glory of Rome '^ Notwithftanding the 
invectives of a fervilc orator, there Fs not the 
leaft reafon to believe that the tyrant deferted his 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage- 
xnent. He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his camp in the poffeflion of the 
enemy. Magnentius then confulted bis fafety , 
and throwing away the Imperial ornaments, ef- 
caped with fome difficulty from the purfuit of the 
light horfe, who inceffantly followed his rapid 
flight from the banks of the Drave to the foot of 
the Julian Alps ". 
Comiueft The approach of winter fupplied the indolence 
A^n^^\ of Conftantius with fpecipus reafons for deferring 
the profccutlon of the war till the enfuing fpring, 
Magnentius had fixed his refidence in the city of 
Aquileia , and shewed a feeming refolution to 
difpute tl5,e pafTage of the mountains and moraffcs 
which fortified the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The furprifal of a caftlc in the Alps by 
the fecret march of the Imperialifts, could fcarccly 
have determined him to relinquish the poffeflion 
of Italy , if the inclinations of the people had fup- 
ported the caufe of their tyrant '*. But the me- 
mory of the cruelties exercifed by his miniftcrs, 
after the unfuccefsful revolt of Nepotian, had left 
a deep impreffion of horror and refentmcnt on the 
minds of the Romans, That rash youth , the foa 
of the princefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Con- 
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Jlantinc, had fcen with indignation the fceptrc of chaf. 
the Weft ufurpcd by a perfidious barbarian, ^v^^- 
Arming a defperace troop of slaves and gladiators, 
he overpowered the feeble guard of the domeftic 
tranquillity of Rome , received the homage of the 
fenate , and affuming the title of Auguftus y pre- 
cariously reigned during a tumult of twenty-eight 
days. The march of fome regular forces put an 
end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellion was ex- 
tinguished in the blood of Nepotian , of his mo« 
ther Eutropia , and of his adherents ; and the pro-> 
fcription was extended to all who had contracted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con* 
ftantine '*. But as foon as Conftantius, after the 
battle of Murfa, became matter of the fea-coaft 
of Dalmatia, a band of noble exiles, who had ven- 
tured to -equip a fleet in fome harbour of the Ha- 
driatic, fought protection and revenge in his vic- 
torius camp. By their fecret intelligence with 
their countrymen , Rome and the Italian cities 
were perfuadcd to difplay the banners of Conftan- 
tius on their walls. The grateful veterans, en- 
riched by the liberality of the father, fignalized 
their gratitude and loyalty to the fon. • The ca- 
valry , the legions , and the auxiliaries of Italy , 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Conftantius; 
and the ufurper-, alarmed by the general defer- 
tion , was compelled, with the remains of his 
faithful troops,, to retire beyond the Alp^ into the 
provinces of Gaul. The detachments , however , 
which were ordered either to prefs or to intercept 
the flight of Magnentius , conducted themfelyes 
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craPa MTith the ufual Imprudence of fuccefs; and allow^ 
xviu« cd him, in the plains of Pa via, an opportunity o£ 
turning on his purfuers, and of gratifying his 
defpair by the carnage of a ufelefs victory ". 
tift defeat The pridc of Magnentius was reduced , by re* 
of mI**!** pcated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain , for 
nentius, peace« He firft difpatched a fenator, in whofci 
A, D.3«» abilities he confided, and afterwards feveral bi- 
shops , whofe holy character might obtain a more 
favourable audience, with the offer of^refigning 
the purple , and the promife of devoting the re* 
mainder of his life to the fervice of the emperor* 
But Conftantius , though he granted fair terms of 
pardon and reconciliation to all who abandoned 
the ftandard of rebellion ** , avowed his inflexible 
refolution to inflict a jufl: puni.vhment on the crimes 
of an aflaffin , whom he prepared to overwhelm 
on every fide by the effort of bis victorious 
arms. An Imperial fleet acquired the eafy pof* 
ieflion of Africa and Spain, confirmed the waver- 
ing faith of the Moorish 'nations, and landed a 
confiderable force, which paffed the Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the lafl: and fatal 
ftation of Magnentius ^\ The temper of the ty- 
rant , which was never inclined to clemency , was 
urged by diflrefs to exercife every act of oppref* 
fion which could extort an immediate fupply from 
the cities of Gaul **• Their patience was at 
length exfaaufled; and Treves, the feat of Prae- 
torian government , gave the fignal of revolt , by 
shutting her gates againft Decentius , who had 
t^een railed by his brother to ^be rank either of 
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Caefar or of Auguftus '^ From Treves, DeC6ri* CftAft 
tius was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was ^^"'' 
foon furrounded by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Conftantius had introduced 
into the civil diffenfions of Rome **. In the mean 
timCj the Imperial troops forced the paffages of 
the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
Mount Seleucus irrevocably ftxed the title of Re^ 
bels on the party of Magnentius *'.v He was un* 
able to bring another army into the field; the 
fidelity of his guards was corrupted } and when ht 
appeared in public to animate them by his exhort* 
ations^ he was faluted with an unanimous sbdUt 
of " Long live the emperor Conftantius ! '* Tha 
tyrant, who perceived that they were preparing to 
deferve pardon and rewards by the facrifice of the 
moft obnoxious criminal , prevented their defigrl 
by falling on his fword "; a death more eafy and 
more honourable than he could hope to obtain 
from the hands of an enemy , whofe revenge Would 
have been coloured with the fpecious pretence ol 
juftice and fraternal piety. The exaimple of fui- 
cide Was imitated by Decentius, who ftrangled 
himfelf on the neWs of his brother's death Thd 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellirius , had long 
fince disappeared in the battle of Murfa ** ^ and 
the public tranquillity was confirmed by the exe- 
cution of the furviving leaders of a guilty and utl- 
fuccefsful faction. A fevere inquifition Was ex- 
tended over all who, cither from choice or froiit 
compulfion, had been involved in the caufe ol 
rebellion^ Paul ^ furnamed Catena , from lii^ 
Vol. IIL 1 
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d H A p. fupenor skill in the judicial excrcife of tyranny, was 
XVIII. £gj^j. ^Q explore the latent remains of the cbnfpiracy 
in the remote province of Britain. The honefl; in- 
dignation expreffed by Martin, vice-praefect of the 
island, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
guilt; and the governor was urged to the necef- 
fity of turning againft his bread the fword with 
which he had been provoked to wound the Im- 
perial minifter* The mod innocent fubjects of 
the Weft were expofed to exile and eonfifcation , 
to death and torture; and as the timid are always 
cruel , the mind of Gonftantius was inacceflible to 
mercy '**. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 131 
C H A P. XIX. 
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X HE divided provinces of the empire >vere cifiip* 
again united by the victory of Conftantius; but fJl^^\ 
as that feeble prince was deftitute of perfonal th^^eu- 
merit , either in peace or war ; as he feared his *"«J>*- 
generals , and diftrufted his minifters ; the triumph , 
of his arms ferved only to eftablish the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world. Thofc un* 
happy beings , the ancient production of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm ' , were introduced into 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury*. Their progrefs was rapid; and the eu- 
nuchs, who, in the time of Auguftus, had beea 
abhorred, as the monftrous retinue of an Egyp- 
tian queen * , were gradually admitted into the fa- 
milies of matrons , of fenators , and of the em« 
perors themfelves *. Reftrained by the fevere 
edicts of Domitian and Nerva * , cherished"by th^ 
pride of Diocletian , reduced to an humble ftation 
by the prudence of Conftantine *, they muItipHed 
in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in** 
ienfibly acquired the knowledge, and at length 
the direction, of the fecret councils of Conft^n* 
tius. The averfion and contempt which mart* 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that M^ 
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CHAP, perfect fpecies , appears to have degraded their 
^^* character^ and to have rendered them almoft as 
incapable as they were fuppofed to be , of con- 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of perform- 
ing any worthy action '• But the eunuchs were 
skilled in the arts of flattery and intrigue; and 
they alternately governed the mind of Conftan- 
tius by his fears , his indolence , and his vanity '. 
Whilft he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 
appearance of public profperity , he fupinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of the 
injured provinces, to accumulate immenfe trea- 
fures by the faie of juftice and of honours; to 
difgracc the moft important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands 
the powers of oppreflion * , and to gratify their re- 
fentment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the protection of slaves. 
Of thefe slaves the moft diftinguished was the 
chamberlain Eufebius , who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with fuch abfolute fway , that Con- 
ftantius , according to the farcafm of an impartial 
hiftorian , poffeffed fome credit with this haughty 
favourite ". By his artful fuggeftions , the em- 
peror was perfuaded to fubfcribe the condemna- 
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houfe of Conftantine. 
Education When the two nephews of Conftantine , Gallus 
ofGaiiuj and Julian, were faved from the fury of the fol- 
*"* ^*^*"* diers , the former was about twelve , and the latter 
about fix, years of age; and, as the eldeft was 
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thought to be of a fickly conftitution , they ob- chaf. 
tained with the lefs difficulty a precarious and de». *^' 
pendent life, from the affected pity of Gonftan- 
tins , who was fenfible that the execution of thefc 
helplefs orphans would have been efteemed, by 
all mankind , an act of the moft deliberate 
cruelty ". Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia 
were afligned for the places of their exile and 
education ; but , as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he judged it 
more prudent to fecure thofe unhappy youths in 
the ftrong caftle of Macellum; near Cxfarea. 
The treatment which they experienced during a 
fix years confinement, was partly fuch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicious ty* 
rant ". Their prifon was an ancient palace, the 
refidence of the kings of Cappadocia ; the fitua* 
tion was pleafant , the buildings ftately, the inclo- 
fure fpacious. They purfued their ftudies, and 
practifed their exercifes, under the tuition of the 
moft skilful mafters; and the numerous houfe* 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guards 
the nephews of Conftantine, was not unworthy 
of the dignity of their birth. But they coUld not 
difguife to themfelves that they were deprived of 
fortune , of freedom , and of fafety ; fecluded 
from the fociety of all whom they could truft or 
efteem, and condemned to pafs their melancholy' 
hours in the company of slaves , devoted to the 
commands of a tyrant , who had already injured 
them beyond the hope of reconciliation. At 
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length , however , the emergencies of the ftate 
comprlled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to 
inveft Gallus, in the twenty -fifth year of his age^ 
with the title of Caefar, and to cement this poli- 
tical connection by his marriage with the princefl 
Conftantina. After a formal interview, in which 
the two princes mutually eitgaged their faith 
never to undertake any thing to the prejudice of 
each other, they repaired without delay to thfeir 
refpective flations. Conftantius continued his 
march towards the Weft, and Gallus fixed his ro- 
fidence at Anti(tch, from whence, with a delega^ 
ted authority, he adminiftered the five great dio- 
cefes of the eaftern prjefecture *'. In this fortu- 
nate change , the new C^efar was not unmindful 
of his brother Julian , who obtained the honours 
of his rank, the appearances of liberty, and the 
reftitution of an ample patrimony '*. 

The writers the moft indulgent to the memory 
' of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he 
wished to caft a veil over the frailties of his bro- 
ther , are obliged to confefs that the Caefar wa^ in. 
capable of reigning. Tranfported from a prifon 
to a throne, he poffeffed neither genius nor appli^ 
cation , nor docility to compenfate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morofe and violent , inftcad of being corrected , 
Was foured by folitude and adverfity; the remcm^ 
brance of what he had endured , difpofed him to 
retaliation rather than to fympathy; and the un- 
governed fallies of his rage were often fatal to 
thofe who approached his perfoti, or were fuK 
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jcct to his power". Conftantina , his wife, is chap. 
defcribed, not as a woman, but as one of* the in- xix* 
fernal furies* tormented with an infatiate thirfl: of 
human blood ''. Inftead of employing her in* 
fluence to infmuate the mild counfels of prudence 
and humanity , she exafperated the fierce pafEons 
of her husband ; and as she retained the vanity , 
though she had renounced the gentlenefs of her 
fcx , a pearl necklace was efteemed an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and virtuous 
nobleman *^. The cruelty of Gallus was fome- 
times difplayed in the undiflembled violence of 
popular or military executions; and was fome- 
times difguifed by the abufe of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houfes of 
Antioch, and the places of public refort, were be- 
fieged by fpies and informers ; and the Caefar 
faimfelf , concealed in a plebeian habit, very fre- 
quently condefcehded to afTume that odious cha- 
racter. Every apartment of the palace was adorn- 
ed with the inftruments of death and torture , and 
a general confternation was difiufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the Eaft , as if he 
bad been confcious how much he had to fear, 
and how little he deferved to reign , felected for the 
objects of his refentment, the provincials accufed 
of fome imaginary treafon, and his own courtiers, 
whom with more reafon he fufpected of incenfing, 
by their fecret correfpondcncc , the timid and fuf- 
picious mind of Conflantius. But he forgot that 
he was depriving himfelf of his only fupport , the 
affection of the people; whilft he furnished the 
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malice of his enemies with the arms of truth , and 
afforded the emperor the faifeft pretence of ex- 
acting the forfeit of his purple, and of his life ". 
As long as the civil war fufpended the fate of 
the Roman world , Conftantius dilTembled his 
knowledge of the weak and cruel adminiftration 
to which his choice bad fubjected the Eaft; and 
the difcovery ©f fome affaffins, fccretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul , was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and the 
Caefar were united by the fame intereft, and pur- 
fued by the fame enemies '^ But when the vic- 
tory was decided in favour of Conftantius , his de-^ 
pendent colleague became lefs ufeful and lefs for- 
midable. Every circumftance of his conduct was 
feverely and fufpiciously examined, and it was pri- 
vately refolved , either to deprive Gallus of the 
purple, or at leaft to remove him from the indo- 
lent luxury of Afia to the hardships and dangers 
of a German war. The death of TheophiluS, 
confular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
of fcarcity had been maffacred by the people of 
Antioch , with the connivance , and almoft at the 
inftigation,-' of Gallus, was juftly refented, not' 
only as an act of wanton cruelty, but as a dan- 
gerous, infult on the fupreme majefty ofConftan-' 
tius. Two minifters of illuftrious rank, Domi- 
tian , the Oriental praefect, and IVIontius, queeftor 
of the palace , were empowered by a fpecial com-r 
million to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft. 
They were inftructed to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and refpect, and, by the gentlcft 
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arts of pcrfuafion, to engage him to comply with chaf. 
the invitation of his brother and colleague. The ^*^* 
rashnefs of the prefect difappointed thefe prudent 
meafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioeh ^ 
Domitian pa(fed difdainfully before the gates of 
jhe palace, and alleging a slight pretence of in* "^ 
difpofition , continued feveral days in fullen re* 
tirement , to prepare an inflammatory memorial , 
. which * he tranfmitted to the Iniperial court. 
Yielding at length. to the preffing lolicitations of 
Gallus, the prsefect condefcended to take his feat 
in council ; but his firft ftep was to fignify a con« 
cife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Gaefar should immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would punish his de- 
lay or hefitation, by fufpending ,the ufual allow- 
ance of his houfehold. The nephew and daughter 
of Conftantine, who could ill brook the infolence 
of a fubject, expreffed their refentment by in- 
ftantly delivering Domitian to the cuftody of a 
guard. The quarrel flill admitted of fome terms 
of accommodation. They were rendered im- 
practicable by the imprudent behaviour of Mon- 
tius , a ftatefman , whofc art and experience were 
frequently betrayed by the levity of his difpofi* 
tion ". The quaeftor reproached Gallus in haughty 
language, that a prince, who was fcarcely au- 
thorifed to remove a municipal magiftrate, should 
prefume to iroprifon a Praetorian prxfect ; con- 
voked a meeting of the civil and military officers ; 
and required them, in the name of their fove- 
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CHAP, reign, to defend the perfon and dignity of his re- 
^^' prefentatives. By this rash declaration of war, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to 
embrace the mofl; defperate counfels. He order- 
ed his guards to ftand to their arms, affembled the 
populace of Antioch , and recommended to their 
2eal the care of his fafety and revenge. His com- 
mands were too fatally obeyed. They rudely 
feized the praefect and the quaeftor, and tying 
their legs together with ropes , they dragged 
them through the ftreets of the city, inflicted 
a thoufand infults and a thoufand wounds on thefc 
unhappy victims, and at laft predpitated their 
mangled and lifelefs bodies, into the ftream of the 
Orontes "♦ 
Dangerous After fuch a deed, whatever might have been 
Gau«!"°^ the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
battle that he could aflert his innocence with any 
hope of fuccefs. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weak- 
nefs. Inftead of afluming the title of Auguftus, 
inftead of employing in his defence the troops 
and treafures of the Eaft, he fuffered himfelf to 
be deceived by the affected tranquillity of Con- 
ilantius , who , leaving him the vain pageantry of 
a court , imperceptibly recalled the veteran le* 
gions from the provinces of Afia. But as it ftill 
appeared dangerous to arreft Gallus in his capital , 
the slow and fafer arts of diflimulation were prac- 
tifcd with fuccefs. The frequent and preffing 
epiftles of Conftantius were filled with profeflions 
of confidence and friendship ; exhorting the Cselar 
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to difchatgc the duties of his high ftation, to re- chap. 
lieve his colleague from a part of the public cares, *^* 
and to affift the Weft by his prefencc , his coun* 
fels , and his arms. After fo many reciprocal iti- 
juries , Gallus had reafon to fear and to diftrilft. 
But he had neglected the opportunities of flight 
and of refiftance y he was feduced by the flatter- 
ing aflurances of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough foldier, ^difguifed the 
moft artful iftfinuation; and he depended on the 
credit of his wife Conftantirta , till the unfeafonable 
death of that princefs completed the ruin in which 
he had been involved by her impetuous paf- 
fions". 

After a long delay , the reluctant Caefar fet for- His diC 
wards on his journey to the Imperial court. From ^cath *" 
Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the wide a. d. 3^4, 
extent of hJs dominions with a numerous and °«««"*''«'- 
ftately train ; and as he laboured to conceal his 
apprehenfions from the world , and perhaps from 
himfelf, he entertained the people of Conftan- 
tinople with an exhibition of the games of the 
circus. The progrcfs of the journey might, how- 
ever, have warned him of the impending danger. 
In all the principal cities he was met by minifters 
of confidence , commiflioned to feize the offices of 
government, to obferve his motions, and to pre- 
vent the hafty Tallies of his defpair. The perfons 
difpatched to fecurc the provinces which he left 
behind , pafled him with cold falutations , or af- 
fected difdain; and the troops, whofe ftation lay 
along the public road, were ftudiously removed 
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CHA?. on his approach, left they might be tempted ta 
^^^^ offer their fwords for the fervice of a civil war **. 
After Gallus had been permitted to repofe Ijim- 
Jelf a few days at Hadrianople, he received a 
j3i«ndate, exprefled in the moft haughty and ab^ 
folute ftyle, that his fplendid retinue should halt 
in that city, while the Caefar himfelf, with only 
ten poft- carriages, should haften to the Imperial 
refidence at Milan. In this rapid journey , the 
profound refpect which was due to. ehe brother 
and colleague of Conftantius , was infenfibiy 
changed into rude familiarity; and Gallus, who 
difcovered in the countenances of the attendants 
that they already confidered themfelves as his 
guards , and might Icon be employed as his exe- 
cutioners , began to accufe his fatal rashnefs , and 
to recollect with terror and remorfe the conduct 
by. which he had provoked his fate. The diffi- 
mulation which had hitherto been preferved, was 
laid afide at Petovio fn Pannonia. He was con- 
ducted to a palace in the fuburbs, where the ge- 
neral Barbatio , with a felect band of foldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, expected the arrival of his illuftrious 
victim. In the clofe of the evening he was ar- 
rcfted , ignominiously ftripped of the enfigns of 
Caefar, and hurried away to Pola in Iftria, a fe- 
queftered prifon, which had been fo recently pol- 
luted with royal blood. The horror which he felt , 
was foon increafed by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, with 
the affiflance of a notary and a tribune , proceeded 
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to interrogate him concerning the adminiftnttion chap. 
of the Eaft. The Csefar funic under the weight ^'^* 
of shame and guilt, confefled all the criminal 
actions, and all the treafonable defigns with which 
he was charged; and by imputing them to the 
advice of his wife , exafperated the indignation of 
Conftantius , who reviewed with partial prejudice 
the minutes of the examination. The emperor was 
eafily convinced , that his own fafeiy was incom- 
patible with the life of his coufin: the fentence of 
death was figned , difpatched , and executed ; and 
the nephew of Conftantine, with his hands tied 
behind his back , was beheaded in prifon like the 
vileft malefactor **. Thofe who are inclined to 
palliate the cruelties of Conftantius , adert that he 
foon relented, and endeavoured to recall the 
bloody mandate ; but that the fecond meffenger 
cntrufted with the reprieve , was detained by the 
eunuchs , who dreaded the unforgiving temper of 
Gallus, and were defirous of re -uniting to their 
empire the wealthy provinces of the Eaft *^ 

Befides the reigning emperor, Julian alone Thedan- 
furvived, of all the numerous pofterity of Con- efJape'^jf 
ftantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his royal Julian, 
birth involved him in the difgrace of Gallus. 
From his retirement in the , happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to 
the court of Milan ; where he languished above 
, feven months , in the continual apprehenfion of 
fuffering the fame ignominious death, which was 
daily inflicted y almoft before his eyes , on the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family. 
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CHAP. His looks, his geftures, his (iknce, were fcru- 
^"^ tinized with malignant curiofity, and he was 
perpetually aflaulted by enemies, whom he had 
never oflFended , and by arts to which he. was a 
ftranger *'. But in the fchool of advcrfity, Julian 
infenfibly acquired the virtues of firmheCs and 
difcretion. He defended his honour, as well as 
his life, againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome de- 
claration of his fentiments: and whilft he cau- 
tiously fuppreffed his grief and refentment , he 
nobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any 
feeming approbation of his brother's murder. 
Julian moft devoutly afcribes his miraculous de- 
liverance to the protection of the Gods, who had 
exempted his innocence from the fentence of de- 
ftruction pronounced by their juflice againft the 
impious houfe of Conftantine *'. As the moft ef- 
fectual inftrument of their providence, he grate- 
fully acknowledges the fteady and generous friend- 
ship of the cmprefs Eufebia *' , a woman of beauty 
and merit, who, by the afcendant which she had 
gained over the mind of her husband, counter- 
balanced , in fome meafure , the powerful con- 
fpiracy of the eunuchs. By the interceflion of his 
patronefs, Julian was admitted into the Imperial 
prefence : he pleaded his caufe with a decent 
freedom, he was heard with favour; and, not- 
withftanding the efforts of his enemies, who urged 
the danger of fparing an avenger of the blood of 
Gallus, the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevail- 
ed in the council. But the effects of a fecond in- 
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tcrview were dreaded by the eunuchs; and Ju* *chap. 
Jian was advifed to withdraw for a while into the x'x. 
neighbourhood of Milan , till the emperor thought He is fent 
propel* to aflign the city of Athens for the place ^.v^^zss* 
of his honourable exile. As he had difcovered. May. 
from his earlieft youth , a propenfity , or rather 
paflion , for the language , the manners , the learn* 
ing, and the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed 
with pleafure an order fo agreeable to his wishes. 
Far from the tumult of arms, and the treachery 
of courts , he fpent fix months amidft the groves 
of the academy, in a free intercourfe with the 
philofophers of the age , who ftudied to cultivate 
the genius, to encourage the vanity, and to in- 
flame the devotion of their royal pupil. Their 
labours were not unfuccefsful ; and Julian in- 
violably preferved for Athens that tender regard, 
which feldom fails to arife in a liberal mind , from 
the recollection of the place where it has difcover- 
ed and exercifed its growing powers. The gentle- 
nefs and affability of manners , which his temper 
fuggefted and his fituation impofed, infenfibly 
engaged the affections of the ftrangers, as well as 
citizens, with whom he converfed. Some of his 
fellow- (Indents might perhaps examine his beha- 
viour with an eye of prejudice and averfion ; but 
Julian eftablished, in the fchools of Athens, a ge- 
neral prepoffeffion* in favour of his virtues and 
talents , which was foon diffufed over the Roman 
world **. 

Whilft his hours were pafTed in (ludious re- Recalled to 
tirement) the emprefs, refolute to atchieve the ^^i^^"* 
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CHAP, generous defign which she had undertaken^ was not 
^^' unmindful of the care of his fortune. The death 
of the late Caefar had left Conftantius invefted 
with the fole command , and oppreffed by the ac- 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Before 
the wounds of civil difcord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbafians. The Sarmatians no longer re* 
fpected the barrier of the Danube. The im- 
punity of rapine had increafed the boldnefs and 
numbers of the wild Ifaurians : thofc robbers de- 
fcended from their craggy mountains to ravage 
the adjacent country, and had even prefumed, 
though without fuccefs, to befiege the important 
city of Seleucia , which was defended by a garri- 
fon of three Roman legions. Above all , the Per- 
fian monarch , elated by victory , again threatened 
the peace of Afia , and the . prc'fence of the em- 
peror was indifpenfably required, both in the 
Weft, and in the Eaft. For the firft time, Con- 
ftantius fincerely acknowledged, that his fingle 
ftrength was unequal to fuch an extent of care and 
of dominion '*. Infenfible to the voice of flattery , 
which aflured.him that his all-powerful virtue, 
and celeftial fortune , would ftill continue to 
triumph over every obftacle, he liftened with 
complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gra- 
tified his indolence , without offending his fufpi- 
cious pride. As she perceived that the remem- 
brance of Gallus dwelt on the emperor's mind, 
she artfully turned his attention to the oppcfite 
characters of the two brothers, which from their 

infancy 
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infancy had been compared to tliorc of t>dml,tian d ii A f. 
and of Titus ". She accuftomed her husban^Ntd ^'^ 
confider Julian as a youth of a mild unambitious 
difpdfition , whofe allegiance and gratitude might 
be fecurediby the gift of the purple , and who wa« 
qualified to fill, with honour, a fubordinate fta* 
tion, without afpiring to difpute the cdrnmands^ 
or to shade the glories , of his fovereign and bene- 
factor. After an obftinate, though fecret ftruggle, 
the oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fubmitted 
to the afcendency of the emprefsj and it Was rt^ 
folved that Julian , after celebrating his nuptials 
with Helena, fifter of Conftantius, should be ap^ 
pointed^ with the title of Cxfat, to reign over 
the countries beyond the Alps **. 

Although the order which recalled him to court 
was probably accompanied by fomc intimation of 
his approaching greatnefs ^ he appeals to thtf 
people of Athens to wirnefs his tears of undifTem- 
bled forroW , when he was reluctantly torn aWay 
from his beloved retirement ". He trembled for 
his life^ for his fame, and even for his virtue j and 
his fole confidence -Vvas derived. from the petfua- 
fion, that Minerva infpired all his actions j and 
that he Was protected by an invifible guard of 
Jingels, whom for that purpdfe she had borrowed 
from the Sun and Moon. He approached , with 
horror y the palace of Milan; nor could the in^ 
genuous youth conceal his indignation , when he 
found himfelf accofted with falfe and fervile re- 
fpect by the affaffins of his family. Eufebia, re* 
joicing in the fuccelis of her benevolent fchemes < 

Vol. HI. K 
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CHAP, embraced him with the tcndernefs of a Cftcr; and 
^^^' endeavoured , by the moft foothing careffes , to 
difpel his terrors , and reconcile him to his for- 
. tune. But the ceremony of shaving his beard , 
and his awkward demeanour, when he firft ex- 
changed the cloak of a Greek philofopher for the 
military habit of a Roman prince, amufed^ during 
a few days, the levity of the Imperial court '*. 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious that 
their nomination should be ratified by the con- 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafion , the 
guards, with the other troops whofe Rations were 
in the neighbotyhood of Milan, appeared under 
arms ; , and Conftantius afcended his lofty tri- 
bunal » holding by the hand his coufin Julian, 
who entered the fame day into the twenty -fifth 
year of his age ". In a ftudied fpeech , conceived 
and delivered with dignity, the emperor repre- 
fented the various dangers which threatened the 
profperity of the republic, the neceflity of naming 
a Cxfar for the adminiftration of the Wefl, and 
his own intention , if it was agreeable to their 
wishes , of rewarding with the honours of the 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine. The approbation of the foldiers was 
teftified by a refpectful murmur : they gazed on 
the manly countenance of Julian , and obferved 
with pleafure , that the fire which fparkled in his 
eyes was tempered by a modeft blush, on bring 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



147 



View of mankind. As foon as the ceremony of chap* 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius ^^* 
addreffed him with the tone of authority, which 
Jiis fuperior age and flation permitted him to af* 
fume ; and exhorting the new Caefar to defcrve , 
by heroic deeds, that facred and immortal name, 
the emperor gave his coUqigue the ftrongeft at 
furances of a friendship which should never be 
impaired by time , nor interrupted by their fepa- 
-ration into the moft diftant climates. As foon as 
the fpeech was ended , the troops , as a token 
of applaufe , - clashed thdr shields againft their 
knees '* ; while the officers who furrounded the 
-tribunal expreffed, with decent referve, their fenfe 
fOf the merits of the reprefentative of Conftantius. 

The two princes returned to the palace in the »nd <!«• 
fame chariot; and during the slow proceffion, Ju- ^^"^If 
lian repeated to himfelf a verfe of his favourite a. d.31«# 
Homer , which he might equally apply to his for- ^^^' ^' 
tune and to his fears '^ The four -and -twenty 
days which the Caefar fpent at Milan after his in- 
-veftiturc, and the firft months of his Galliq reign, 
were devoted to a fplcndid , but fever^ captivity; 
jior could the acquifition of honour compenfate for 
rthe lofs of freedom '*. His fteps were watched, 
his corrcfpondence was intercepted; and he was 
obliged, by prudence, to decline the vifits of his 
xpoft intimate friends. Of his former domeftic^i 
four only were permitted, to attend him 5 two 
pages, his phytician , and his librarian ; the laft of 
whom was employed in the care of a valuable col- 
lection, of books , the gift of the cmprefs , wh0 
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CHAP, ftudied the inclinations as well as the intereft of 
XIX. jjg,, friend. In the room of thefe faithful fer- 
vants, an houfehold was formed, fuch indeed as 
became the dignity of a Cxfar : but it was filled 
with a crowd of slaves , deftitutCf and perhaps in- 
capable of any attachment for their new roafter^ 
to whom , for the mn^ part , they were either un- 
known or fufpected. His want of experience 
might require the affiflance of a wife counfel ; but 
the minute inftructions which regulated the fer- 
vice of his table , and- the diftribution of his hours 
were adapted to a youth ftill undier the difcipline 
of his prseceptors, rather than to the fituation of 
a prince entrufted with the conduct of an im« 
portant war. , If he afpired to dcfervc the efteem 
of his fubjects , he was checked by the fear of dif- 
pleafmg his fovereign ; and even the fruits of his 
mariage-bed were blafted by the jealous artifices 
of Eufebia '* herfelf , who, on this Qccafion alone, 
« feems to have been unmindful of the tendernefs 

of her fex, and the generofity of her character. 
The memory of his father and of his brothers re- 
minded Julian of his own danger, and his appre- 
henfions were encreafed by the recent and urt- 
r«uteiid worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummer which 
of syiva- preceded his own elevation , that general had been 
A. D. 3^^, chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of the 
Scpttmber. Barbarians; but Sylvanus foon difcovered that be 
had left his mofl; dangerous enemies in the Im- 
perial court. A dexterous informer , counte- 
nanced by feveral of the principal minifters, pro^ 
€ured from him fome recommendatory letters; 
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and crazing the whole of the contents, except the chap* 
iignature, filled up the vacant parchment with ^^^* 
matters of high and treafonable import. By the 
induftry and courage of his friends , the fraud was 
however detected , and in a great council of the 
civil and military officers , held in the prefence of 
the emperor himfelf , the innocence of Sylvanus 
was publicly acknowledged. But the difcovery 
came too late; the report of the calumny, and the 
hafty feizure of his eftate , had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which he 
was fo unjuftly accufed. He aflumed the purple 
at his head -quarters of Cologne, and his active 
powers appeared to menace Italy with an invafion ^ 
and Milan with a fiege. In this emergency , Ur- 
ficinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by an 
act of treachery , the favour which he had loft by 
his eminent fervices in the Eaft. Exafperated , as 
he might fpeciously allege, by injuries ofafimilar 
nature , he haftened with a few followers to join 
the ftandard, and to betray the confidence, of his 
too credulous friend. Af|||f a reign of only 
twenty- eight days, Sylvanus was aflaffinated-: 
the foldiers who, without any criminal intention, 
had blindly followed the example of their leader , 
immediately returned to their allegiance ; and 
the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wif-. 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had ex^ 
tinguished a civil war without the hazard of a 
battle '\ 
' The protection of the Rhsetian frontier , and Conftan. 
the perfecution of the Catholic Church , detained J("*„J* " 
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CHAP. Conftantius in Italy above eighteen months after 
xi:^» tjie departure of Julian, Before the emperor rc- 
Aprii 28, ' turned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 
curiofity in a vifit to the ancient capital *'. He 
proceeded from Milan to Rome along the ^mi- 
lian and Flaminian ways; and as foon as he ap- 
proached within forty miles of the city, the march, 
of a prince who had never vanquished a foreign 
enemy , affumed the appearance of a triumphal 
proceflipn. His fplcndid train was compofed of 
all the minifters of luxury ; but in a time of pro- 
fouiid ptace , he was encompaffed by the glitter- 
ing arms of the numerous^ fquadrons of his guards 
and cuiraffiers. Their ftreaming banners of filk , 
cmboffed with gold , and shaped in the form of 
dragons , waved * round the perfon of the em- 
peror, Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re- 
splendent with gold and precious gems ; and , ex- 
cept when be bowed his head to p^fs under the 
gates of the cities , he affected a ftatiely demeanour 
of inflexible, and, as it might feem , of infenfible 
gravity. The fevjup difcipline of the Perfiaa 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs into 
the Imperial palace ; and fuch yrere the habits of 
patience which they had inculcated, that, during 
a slow and fultry march, he was never feen to 
move his hand towards his face , or to turn his 
eyes either to the ri'ght of to the left. He was 
received by the magiftrates and fenate of Rome ; 
and the emperor furveyed , with attention , the civil 
honours of the republic, and the confular images 
of the noble families, The ftreets were lined 
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with an innumerable multitude. Their repeated chap. 
acclamations expreffed their joy at beholding , ^^^ 
after ^n abfence of thirty- two years, the facred 
pcrfon of their fovereign ; and Conftantius him- 
felf expreffed, with fome pleafantry, his affected 
furprife that the human race should thus fuddenly 
be collected on the fame fpot. The fon of Con- 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
Auguftus: he prefided in the fenate, harangued 
the people from the tribunal which Cicero had fo 
often afcended, aflGfted with unufual courtefy at 
the games of the Circus, and accepted the crowns 
of gold , as well as the panegyrics which had been 
prepared for this ceremony by the deputies of the 
principal cities. His short vifit of thirty days 
was employed in viewing the monuments of art 
and power, which were fcattered over the feven 
hills and the interjacent vallies. He admired the 
awful majefty of the capitol , the vaft extent of 
the baths of Caracalla and Diocletian , the fevere 
fimplicity of the Pantheon , the maffy greatnefs of 
the amphitheatre of Titus , the elegant archi- 
' tecturc of the theatre of Pompey and the Temple 
of Peace, and, above all, the ftately ftructure of 
the Forum and colunin of Trajan; acknowledg- 
ing, that the voice of fame, fo prone to invent 
and to magnify, had made an inadequate report 
of the metropolis of the world. The traveller, 
who has contemplated the ruins' of ancient Rome, 
may conceive fome imperfect idea of the fenti- 
ments which they muft have infpired when they 
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CHAP, reared their heads in the fplendour of unfuUied 

^*^- beauty. r 

A new The fatisfaction which Conftantius had received 

obeiuk, £j.^j^ ^j^jg journey excited him to the^ generous 
emulation of beflowing on the Romans fome me- 
morial of his own gratitude and munificence* 
His firft idea was to imitate the equeftrian and 
colofTal ftatue which he had feen in the Forunii of 
Trajan; but when he had maturely weighed the 
difficulties of the execution **, he chofe rather to 
embellish the capital by the gift of an Egyptian 
obelisk. In a remote but polished age , which 
feeros to have preceded the invention of alpha- 
betical writing ^ a great number of thefe obelisks 
had been erected , in the cities of Thebes and He* 
liopolis , by the ancient fovcreigns of Egypt, 
^ in a juft confidence that the fimpUcity of their 
form, and the hardnefs of their fubdance, would 
refift the injuries of time and violence *'. Several 
of thefe extraordinary columns had been trans- 
ported to Rome by Auguflus and his fucceffors , 
as the mpft durable monuments of their power 
and victory**; but there remained one obelisk, 
which , from its fize or fanctity , efcapcd for a long 
time the rapacious vanity of the conquerors. It 
was dcfigned by Conftantine to adorn his new 
city **; and, after being removed by his order 
from the pedcftal where it ftood before the Temple 
of the Sun at Heliopolis, was floated down the 
Nile to Alexandria. The death of Conftantine 
fufpendcd the execution 6f his purpofe , and this 
obelislc was deftined by his fon to the ancient 
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capital of the empire. A vcffel of uncommon chap. 
ftrength and ^capacioufnefs was provided to con- *^' 
vey this enormous weight of granite , at lead an 
hundred and fifteen feet in length , from the 
banks of the Nile to thofe ofx^the Tyber. The , 
obelisk of Conftantius was landed about thre^ 
miles from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and labour , in the great Circus of Rome ^'. 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome was xhe ftuf 
haftcned by the alarming intelligence of the diftrefs dian and 
and danger of the Illyrian provinces. The diftrac- t*a'rT**** 
tions of civil war, and the irreparable lofs which a. d. 357, 
the Roman legions had fuftained in the battle of ^^^' ^^** 
IVlurfa , expofed thofe countries , almoft without 
defence , to the light cavalry of the Barbarians ; 
and particularly to the inroads of the Quadi, a 
fierce and powerful nation, who fecm to have 
exchanged the inftitutions of Germany for the 
arms and military arts of their Sarmatian allies *'. 
The garrifons of the frontier were infufficient to 
check their progrefs; and the indolent monarch 
was at length compelled to affemble, from the 
extremities of his dominions, the flower of the 
Palatine troops , to take the field in perfon , and 
to employ a whole campaign , with the preceding 
autumn and the enfuing fpring, in the ferious 
profecution of the war. The emperor paffed the 
Danube on a bridge of boats, cut in pieces all 
that encountered his march, penetrated into the 
heart of the country of the Quadi, and fevercly 
retaliated the calamities which they had inflicted 
on the Roman province. The diimayed Barbarians 
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CHAP, were foon reduced to fue for peace: they offered 
*^^ the reftitution of his captive fubjects, as an ato- 
nement for the pad , and the nobleft hoftages 
as a pledge of their future conduct. The generous 
courtefy which was shewn to the firft among^ 
their chieftains who implored the clemency of 
Conftantius, encouraged the more timid, or the 
more obftinate, to imitate their example ; and the 
Imperial camp was crowded with the princes and 
ambaffador^ of the moft diftant tribes, who occu- 
pied the plains of the Lefler Poland , and who 
might have deemed themfelves fecure behind the 
lofty ridge of the Carpathian mountains. While 
Conftantius gave laws to the Barbarians beyond 
the Danube, he diftinguishcd with fpecious com- 
paffion the Sarmatian exiles, who had been expel- 
led from their native country by the rebellion of 
their slaves , and who formed a very confidcrablc 
acceflion to the power of the Quadi. The emperor, 
embracing a generous but artful fyftem of policy, 
releafed the Sarmatians from the bands of this 
humiliating dependence , and reftored them , by 
a Separate treaty, to the dignity of a nation united 
under the government of a king, the friend and 
ally of the republic. He declared his refolution of 
afferting the juftice.of their caufe, and of fccuring 
the peace of the provinces by the extirpation, or 
at leaft the banishment, of the Limigantes, whofe 
manners were ftill infected with the vices of their 
fervile origin. The execution of this defign was 
attended with more difficulty than glory. The 
territory of the Limigantes was protected againft 
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the Romans by the Danube, againft the hoflile chap. 
Barbarians by the Teyfs. The marshy lands which ^^ 
lay between thofe rivers , and were often covered , 

by their inundations, formed an intricate wilder- 
nefs , pervious only to the inhabitants , who were 
acquainted with its fecret paths and inaccelTible 
fortreffes. On the approach of Conftantius, the 
Limigantes tried the efficacy of prayers , of fraud, 
and/of arms; but he ilernly rejected their fuppli- 
cations, defeated their rude ftratagems, and repel- 
led with skill and firmnefs the efforts of their 
irregular valour. One of their moft warlike tribes, 
eftablished in a fmall island towards the conflux 
of the Teyfs and the Danube , confented to pafs 
the river with the intention of furprifing the 
emperor during the fecurity of an amicable confe- 
rence. They foon became the victims of the per- 
fidy which they meditated. Encompaflfed on every 
fide , trampled down by the cavalry , slaughtered 
by the fwords of the legions, they difdained to 
ask for mercy; and with an undaunted counte- 
nance ftili grafped their weapons in the agonies 
of death. After this victory a confiderable body of 
Romans was landed on the oppofite banks of the 
Danube ; the Taifalae, a Gothic tribe engaged in 
the fervice of the empire, invaded the Limigantes 
on the fide of the Teyfs; and their former mafters, 
the free Sarmatians, animated by hope and reven- 
ge , penetrated through the hilly country into the 
heart of their ancient polftflions. A general confla- 
gration revealed the huts of the Barbarians, which 
wei;e feated in the depth of the wilderoefs ; and 
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CHAP, the foldicr fought with confidence on marshy 
XIX. ground, which it was dangerous for liim to tread. 
In this extremity the braveft of the Limigantes 
were refolvcd to die in arms, rather than to yield : 
but the milder fentiment, enforced by the autho- 
rity of their elders , at length prevailed ; and the 
fuppliant crowd, followed by their wives and 
children, repaired to the Imperial camp, to learn 
their fate from the mouth of the conqueror. After 
celebrating his own clemency , which was ftill 
inclined to pardon their repeated crimes , and to 
fpare the remnant of a guilty nation, Conftantius 
afligned for the place of their exile a remote 
country , where they might enjoy a fafe and 
honourable repofe. The Limigantes obeyed with 
reluctance; but before they could reach, at leaft 
before they could occupy, their deftined habita- 
tions , they returned to the banks of the Danube, 
exaggerating the hardships of their fituation, and 
requeuing, with fervent profeffions of fidelity, that 
the emperof would grant them an undifturbed 
fettlement within the limits of the Roman provin- 
ces. Inftead of cOnfulting his own experience of 
their incurable perfidy, Conftantius liilened to his « 
flatterers, who were ready to reprefent the honour 
and advantage of accepting a colony of foldiers, at a 
time when it was much eafier to obtain the pecuniary 
contributions, th:in the military fervice of the fubjects 
of the empire. The Limigantes were permitted to 
pafs the Danube ; and the emperor gave audiencie 
to the multitude in a large plain near the modern 
city of Buda. They furrounded the tribunal » and 
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feemed to hear with refpcct an oration full of char 
mildnefs and dignity ; when one of the Barbarians, ^^* 
cafting his shoe into the air, exclaimed with a 
loud voice , Marha / Marha ! a word of defiance, 
which was received as the fignal of the tumult. 
They rushed with fury to feize the perfon of the 
emperor-, his royal throne and golden couch were 
pillaged by thefe rude hands; but the faithful 
defence of his guards, who died at his feet, allow- 
ed him a moment to mount a fleet horfe, and to 
€fcape from the confufion. The difgrace which had 
been incurred by a treacherous furprife was foon 
retrieved by the numbers and difcipline of the 
Romans; and the combat was only terminated 
by the extinction of the name and nation of the 
Limigantes. The free Sarmatians were reinflated ia 
the poffeflSon of their ancient feats; and although 
Conftantius diftruftcd the levity of their character, 
he fcntertained fome hopes that a J^nfe of gratitude 
might influence their future conduct. He had re- 
marked the Idfty ftature and obfeqnious demea* 
nour of Zizais , one of the npbleft of their chiefs. 
He conferred on him the title of King; and Zizais 
proved that he was not unworthy to reign , by a 
fincere and lading attachment to the intereft of his 
benefactor, who, after this fplencjid fuccefs, recei- 
ved the name of Sarmaticia from the acclamations 
of his victorious^ army **. 

While the Roman emperor and the Perfian The Per. 
monarch, at the diftancc of three thoufand miles, «»» ne?o. 
defended their extreme limits againft the Barbarians a*d!°358. 
of the Danube and of the Oxus, their intermediate 
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cHAr. frontier experienced the viciflitudejs of a lang:uid 
war, and a precarious truce. Two of the caftera 
minifters of Conftantius , the Praetorian przefect 
Mufonian, whofe abilities were difgraced by the 
want of truth and integrity, and Caffian duke of 
IVIefopotamia, a hardy and veteran foldier, opened 
a fecret negociation with the Satrap T^mfapor *% 
Thefe overtures of peace, translated into the fer* 
vile and flattering language of Afia,"were tranf* 
mitted to the camp of the Great King ; whp 
refolved to fignify, by an ambaffador, the terms 
which he was inclined to grant to the fuppliant 
Romans. Narfes , whom he invefted with . that 
character, was honourably received in his paffage 
through Antioch and Conftantinople : he reacljied 
Sirmium after a long journey , and , at his firft 
audience , refpectfully unfolded the filken veil 
which covered the haughty epiftle of his fov^reign. 
Sapor, King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and 
Moon ( fuch were the lofty titles affected by 
Oriental vanity,) expreffed his fatisfaction tliat his 
brother, Conftantius Caefar, bad been taught wif- 
dom by adverfity. As the lawful fucceffor of 
, Darius Hyftafpes , Sapor afferted , that the river 
Strymon in Macedonia was the true and ancient 
boundary of his empire; declaring, however, that 
as an evidence of his moderation , he would con- 
tent himfelf with the provinces of Armenia and 
IVIefopotamia, which had been fraudulently extor- 
ted from his ariceftors. He alleged, that, without 
the reftitution of thefe difputed countries, it wa^ 
ampoflible to eftablisb any treaty on a foiid and 
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permanent bafis ; and he arrogantly threatened, chap. 
that if h^s ambaffador returned in vain , he was ^^^' 
prepared to take the field 10 . the fpring , and to 
fupport the juftice of his caufe by the (Irength of 
his invincible arms. Narfes, who was endowed 
with the mofl polite and amiable manners, endeah 
voured » as far as was confident with his d^ty^ 
to foften the harshnefs of the meffage ''. Both the 
ftyle and fubftance were maturely weighed in the 
Imperial council, and he was difmilTed with the 
following anfwer : ,, Conftantius had a right to 
^99 difclaim the officioufnefs of his minifters, who 
9) had acted without any fpecific orders from the 
yy throne : he was not, however, averfe to an equal 
5, and honourable treaty; but it was highly inde^ 
99 cent, as well as abfurd, to propofe to the fole 
,5 and victorious emperor of the Roman world, 
.» the fame conditions of peace which he had 
,3 indignantly rejected at the time when his power 
39 was contracted within the narrow limits of the 
,9 Eall: the chance of arms was uncertain; and 
99 Sapor should recollect , that if the Romans had 
99 fometimes been vanquished in battle, they had 
99 almoft always been fuccefsful in the event of 
99 the war. *' A few days after the departure of 
Narfes , three ambaffadors were fent to the court 
of Sapor, who was already returned from the 
Scythian expedition to his ordinary refidence of 
Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, and a fophift, 
had been felected for this important commiflion; 
and Conftantius, who was fecretly anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace , entertained fome hopcjs 
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CHAP, that the dignity of the firft of thefc minifters, tht 
^^' dexterity of the fccond , and the rhetoric of the 
third ", would peifuade the Perfian monarch to 
abate of the rigour of his demands^ But the progrefs 
of their negociation was oppofed and defeated by 
the hoftile arts of Antoninus **, a Rooian fubject 
of^yria, who had fled from oppreffion, and was 
admitted into the councils of Sapor, and even to 
the royal table , where , according to the cuftom 
of the Perfians , the moft important bufinefs was 
frequently difcuffed* ". The dexterous fugitive 
promoted his intereft by the lame conduct which 
gratified his revenge. He inceffantly urged the 
ambition of his new maQer, to embrace the 
favourable opportunity when the braveft of the 
Palatine troops were employed with the emperor 
in a diftant war on the Danube. He preffcd Sapor 
to invade the exhaufted and defencelefs provinces 
of the Eaft, with the numerous aritoies of Perfia, 
now fortified by the alliance and acccflion of the 
fierceft Barbarians. The ambafTadors of Rome re- 
tired without fuccefs, and a fecond embaffy, of 
a dill more honourable rank, wa*; detained in ftrict 
confinement, and threatened either with death or 
exile, 
invafionof The military hi florian '*, who was himfelf dit 
temra*b? Patched to obferve the army of the Perlians , as 
Sapor. they were preparing to conftruct a bridge of boats 
A. 0.359. Qy^r the Tigris, beheld from an eminence th"e 
plain of AfTyria, as far as the edge of^ the horizon, 
covered with men , with horfes , and with arms. 
Sapor appeared in the front , confpicuous by the 

Splendor 
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fplendor of his purple. On his left hand, the phce chap. 
of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, king *^^' 
of the Chionites , difplayed the Jlern countenance 
of an aged and renowned warrior. The monarch 
had referved a fimilar place on his right hand for 
the king of the Albanians, who led his independent 
tribes from the shores of fhe Cafpian. The fatraps 
and generals were diftributed according to their 
feveral ranks , and the whole army , befides the 
numerous train of Oriental luxury, confifted of 
more than one hundred thoufand effective men, 
inured to fatigue, and felected from ^he braveft 
nations of .Afia. The Roman defcrter, who in/ 
fome nieafure guided the councils of Sapor, had 
prudently advifed, that, inftead of waftiog the 
fummer jn tedious and difficult fieges, he should 
march directly to the Euphrates , and prefs for- , 
wafds without delay to feize the feeble and wealthy 
metropolis of Syria. But the Perfians were no 
fooner advanced into the plains of Mefopotamia, 
than they difcovered that every precaution had 
been ufed which could retard their progrcfs , or 
defeat their defign. The inhabitants ^ with their 
cattle, were fecured in places of ftrength, the green 
forage throughout the country was fet on fire, the 
fords of the river were fortified by sharp ftakes ; 
military engines were planted on the oppofite 
"banks, and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the 
Euphrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary palTage of the bridge of Thapfacus. 
Their skilful giiide, changing his plan of operations, 
then conducted the army by a longer circuit, but 
Voh III. L 
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CHAP, through a fertile territory, towards the head of 
^^^ the Euphrates, where the infant river is* reduced 
to a shallow and ^cceflible ftream. Sapor overlook- 
ed, with prudent difdain, the ftrength of Nifibis; 
but as he pafled under the walls of Amida, he 
refolved to try whether the majefty of his prefence 
would not awe the garrifon into immediate fub- 
miffion. The iacrilegious infult of a random dart, 
. which glanced againft the royal tiara, convinced 
him of his error; and the indignant monarch 
liRened with impatience to the advice of his mini- 
fters , who conjured him , not to facritice thtf 
fuccefs of his ambition to the gratification of his 
refentment. The following day Grumbates ad- 
vanced towards the gates \with a felect body of 
troops, and required the inftant furrender of the 
city , as the only atonement which could be 
accepted for fuch an act of rashnefs and infolence, 
fjis propofals were anfwered by a general dif- 
charge, and his only fon, a beautiful and valiant 
youth, was pierced through the heart by a javelin, 
shot from one of the baliftse. The funeral of the 
prince of the Chionites was celebrated according 
to the rites of his country ; and the grief of his 
aged father was alleviated by the folemn promife 
of Sapor, that the guilty city of Amida should, 
ferve as a funeral pile to expiate the death, and to 
* perpetuate the memory, of his fon. 
sieg:e of The ancient city of Amid or Amida " , which 

AmiUa. fomctimes affumes the provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir '*, is advantageously fituate in a fertile 
plain, watered by the natural and artificial chan- 
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nets of the Tigris, of which the leafl: inconfidcrable ckAP. 
ftream bends in a femicircuJar form round the eaftern ^^• 
part of the city. The emperor Conftantius had 
recently conferred on Amida the honour of his 
own name , and the additional fortifications of 
jftrong walls and lofty towers. It was provided 
with an arfenal of military engines, and the ordi* 
nary garrifon had been reinforced to the amount 
of feven legions , when the place was invcfted by 
the arms of Sapot *^ His firft and moft fanguine ' 
hopes depended on the faccefs of a general affault* 
To the feveral nations which followed his ftandar^i 
their refpective pofts were afligne<l ; the foutb to 
the Vertae, the north to the Albanians, the caft to 
the Chionites , inflamed with grief and indigna^ 
tion ; the weft to the Segeftans, the braveft of his 
warriors , who covered their front with a formic 
dable line of Indian elephants '*. The Pcrfians, on / 

every fide , fupported their efforts , and animated 
their courage ; and the monarch himfelf , carelefs 
of his rank and fafety, difplayed in the profecutioa 
of the fiege, the ardor of a youthful foldier. After 
an obftinate combat, the Barbarians were repul- 
fed; they inceCfently returned to the charge; they 
were again driven back with a dreadful slaughter, 
and two rebel legions of Gauls, who had beea 
banished into the Eaft, fignalized their undifci- 
plined courage by a nocturnal lally into the heart 
of the Perfian camp. In one of the fierceft of thefe 
repeated affaults^ Amida was betrayed by the 
treachery of a deferter, who indicated to the Bar- 
barians a fecret and neglected ftaircafe, fcooped 

L 2 
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CHA?. out of the rock that hangs over the ilream of the 
XIX. Tigris. Seventy chofen archers of the royal guard 
afcendcd in filence to the third ftory of a lofty 
tower which commanded the precipice ; they ele- 
vated on high the Pcrfian banner, the fignal of 
confidence to the affailants, and of difmay to the 
befieged; and if this devoted band could have 
maintained their poft a few minutes longer, the 
reduction of the place might have been purchafed 
by the facrifice of their lives. After Sapor had 
tried, without fuccefs, the efficacy of force and of 
flratagem, he had recourfe to the slower but more 
certain operations of a regular fiege , in the con- 
duct of which he was inftructed by the skill of 
the Roman deferters. The trenches were opened 
at a convenient diftance, and the troops deftined 
for that jfervicc advanced under the portable cover 
of ftrong hurdles, to fill up the ditch, and under- 
mine the foundations of the walls. Wooden towers, 
were at the fame time conftructed , and moved 
forwards on wheels, till the foldiers, who were 
provided with every fpecies of miflile weapons, 
could engage almofl; on level ground with the 
troops who defended the rampart. Every mode of 
refinance which art could fuggeft, or courage 
could execute, was employed in the defence of 
Amida, and the works of Sapor were more than 
once deftroycd by the fire of the Romans. But the 
refourccs of a befieged city may be exhaufied. The 
. , Perfians repaired their lofles, and pushed their 
approaches; a large breach was made by the bat- 
lering^rami and the ftrength of the garrSbn, wafted 
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by the fword and by difeafe, yielded to the fury chap. 
of the aflault. The foldiers , the citizens , their '^^^* 
wives, their children, all who had' not time to 
cfcape through the oppofite gate, were involved 
by the conquerors in a prpmifcuous maffacre. 

But the ruin of Amida was the fafety of the ofsingwa, 
Roman provinces. As foon as the firft tranfports etc. 
of victory had fubfided , Sapor was at leifure to ^P-^^^- 
refleqt, that to chaftife a difobedient city, he had 
loft the flower of his troops, and the naoft favour- 
able feafon for conqueft ^\ Thirty thoufand of his 
veterans had fallen under the wall$ of Amida , 
during the continuance of a fiege which lafted 
feventy-three days; and the difappointed monarch 
returned to his capital with affected triumph and 
fecret mortification. It is more than probable, that 
the inconftancy of his Barl^arian allies was tempted , 
to relinquish a war in which they had encountered 
fuch unexpected difficulties; and that the aged 
king of the Chionites, fatiated with revenge,* 
turned away with horror from a fcene of action 
where he had been deprived of the hope of his 
^family and nation. The ftrength as well as fpirit 
of the army with which Sapor took^ the field in 
the enfuing fpring, was no longer equal to the 
unbounded views of his ambition. Inftead of alpi* 
ring to the conqueft of the Eaft, he was obligdl 
to content himfelf with the reduction of two forti- 
fied cities of Mefopotamia, Singara and Bezabde '* ; 
the one fituate in thetmidft of a (andy dcfert, the 
other in a fmall peninfula, fiAxounded almoft on 
every fide by the deep and rapid ftream of the 
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CHAP. Tigris. Five Roman legions , of the diminutive 
^^^' fize , to which they had been reduced in the age 
of Conftantine, were made prifoners, and fent'into 
remote captivity on the extreme confines of Perfia. 
"After difraantling the walls of Singara, the con- 
queror abandoned that folitary ' and fequeftcred 
place; but he carefully reftored the fortifications 
of Bezabde , and fixed in that important poft a 
garrifon or colony of veterans ; amply fupplied 
with every means of defence , and animated by 
high fentiments of honour and fidelity. Towards 
the clofc of the- campaign , the arms of Sapor 
incurred fome difgrace by an unfuccefsful enter- 
prize againft Virtha , or Tecrit , a flrong , or , as 
it was univerfally efteemed'till the age of Tamer- 
lane, an impregnable fortrefs of the independent 
Arabs ". ♦ . 

Conduct The defence of the Eaft againft the arms of 
t^*'** Sapor,, required and would have exercifed the 

Romans* t -t- - r i "^ r^ r 1 J- 

abilities of the molt coniumraate general ; and it 
feemed fortunate for the ftate, that it was the 
actual province of the brave Urficinus, who alone 
defervcd the confidence of the foldiers and people. 
In the hour of danger, Urficinus ** was removed 
from his ftation by the intrigues of the eunuchs ; 
and the military command of the Eaft was be- 
ftowed , by the fame influence , on Sabinian, a 
^ wealthy and fubtle veteran , who had attained 
the infirmities, without acquiring the experience, 
of age. By a fecond order, JHvhich ifTued from the 
fame jealous and inconftant counfels, Urficinus was 
again difpatched to the frontier of Mefopotamia, 
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and condemned to fuftain the laboursof a war, the chap. 
honours of which had \ been transferred to his ^^^' 
unworthy rival. Sabinian-fixed his indolent (lation 
under the walls of Edefla; and while he amufed 
himfelf with the idle parade of military cxercife^ 
and moved to the found of flutes in the Pyrrhic 
dance , the ppblic defence was abandoned to the , . 
boldnefs and diligence of the former general of the 
Eaft. But whenever Urficinus recommended any 
vigorous plan of operation* ; whei! he propofed, 
at the head of a light and active army, to wheel 
round the foot of the mountains, to intercept the 
convoys of the enemy, to harafs the wide extent 
of the Perfian lines, and to relieve the diftrefs of 
Amida ; the. timid and envious commander alleged, 
that he was reftrained by his pbfitive orders from 
endangering the fafety of the troops. Amida was 
at length taken; its braveft defenders, who had 
cfcaped the fword of the Barbarians , died in the 
Roman camp by the hand of the executioner; and 
Urficinus himfelf, after fupporting the difgrace of 
a partial enquiry, Vas punished for the mifconduct 
of Sabinian by the lofs of his military rank. But 
Conftantius foon experienced the truth of the 
prediction which honeft indignation had extorted 
from his injured lieutenant , that as long as fuch 
maxims of government were fuffered to prevail , 
the emperor himfelf would find it no eafy task to 
defend his eaftern dominions from the invafi^Dn of 
a foreign enemy. When he had fubdued or pacified 
the Barbarians of the Danube, Conftantius pro- 
ceeded by slow marches into the Eaft; and aftef 
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XIX. 
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he had wept over the fmoking ruins df Aniida, 
he formed, \tiih a powerful army, the fiege of 
Bezabde. The walls were shaken by the reiterated 
€ff9rts of the moft enormous of the battering-rams; 
the town was reduced to the laft extremity; but 
it was ftill defended by the patient and intrepid 
valour of the garrifon ,^ till the approach of the 
rainy feafon obliged the emperor to raife the fiege, 
and ingloriously to retreat into his winter -quarters 
atAntiocK*'* • The pr^de of Conftantius, and the 
ingenuity of his courtiers , were at a lofs to dif- 
coYer any materials for panegyric in the events of 
the Perfian war; while the glory of his coufm 
Julian , to whofe military command he had en« 
trufted the provinces of Gaql, was proclaimed to 
the world in the fimple and concife narrative of 
bis exploits. 

In the blind 'fury of civil difcord , Conftantius 
had abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany the 
countries of Gaul , which ftill acknowledged the 
authority of his rival. A numerous fwarm of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by the hopes of 
fpoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the territo- 
ries which they should be able to fubcjue **. But 
the emperor, who for a temporary fervice had 
thus^ imprudently provoked the rapacious fpirit of 
the Barbarians, foon difcovered and lamented the 
difficulty of difmiffing th^fe formidable allies, 
after they had tafted the richnefs of the Roman 
foil. Regardlefs of the nice diftinction of loyalty 
and rebellion, thefe undifciplined robbers treated 
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as their natural enemies- all the fubjects of the em- chap. 
pire, who poffeffed any property which they were ^^ 
defirous of acquiriQg. Forty ^ five flourishing cities, 
Tongres , Cologne , Treves , Worms , Spires , 
Strasburgh , etc. befides a far greater number of 
towns and villages , were pillaged , and for the 
raoftpart reduced to ashes. The Barbarians of 
Germany, ftill faithful to the maxims of their an* 
ceftors , abhorred the confinement of walls, to 
which they applied the odious names of prifons 
and fepulchres ; and fixing their independent ha* 
bitations on the baq^s of rivers , the Rhine , the 
Mofelle, and theMeufe, they fecured themfelves 
againft the danger of a furprife , by a rude and 
hafty fortification of large trees, which were felled 
and throAvn acrofs the roads. The.Alemanni 
were eftablished in the modern countries of AU * 
face and Lorraine ; the Franks occupied the island 
of the Batavians, together with an extenfive dif- 
trict of Brabant, which wasahen known by the 
appellation of Toxandria'^, and may deferve to 
be confidered as the original feat of their Gallic 
monarchy ". From the fources, to the mouth, 
of the Rhine, the conqueAs of the Germans ex- 
tended above forty miles to the weft of that river, 
over a country peopled by colonies of their own 
n^ime and natk>n ; and the fcene of their de- 
vaftations was three times more extenfive than 
that of theinconquefts. At a ftill greater diftancc 
the open towns of Gaul were deferted , and tl\e 
inhabitants of the fortified cities, who trufted to 
their ftrength and vigilance , were obliged to con- 
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CHAP, tent thcmfelvcs with fuch fupplies of corn as they 
^^* could raife on the vacant land within the inclofure 
of their wallsl The diminished legions, defti- 
tute of pay and provifions , of arms and difci- 
pline , trembled at the approach , and even at the 
name, of the Barbarians. 

Conductor Under thefe ' melancholy circumftances, an un- 
experienced youth was appointed to fave and to 
govern the provinces of Gaul, or rather, as he 
cxpreffes it himfelf , to exhibit the vain image of 
Imperial greatnefs. The retired fcholaftic edu- 
cation of JuliaA , in which h% had been more con- 
verfant with books than with arms, with the 
dead than with .the living , left him in profound 
ignorance of the practical arts of war and govern- 
ment; and when he awkwardly repeated fome 
military exercife which it was neceffary for him to 
learn , he exclaimed with a figh , " O Plato , 
py Plato, what a task for a philofopher ! " Yet even 
this fpeculative philofophy , which, men of bufi- 
nefs are too apt to defpife , had- tilled the mind of 
Julian with the noblcft precepts , and the moft 
shining examples; had animated him with the 
love of .virtue , the defire of fame , and the con- 
tempt of death. The habits of temperance re- 
commended in the Ccbools , are ftill more effen- 
tial in the fevere difcipline of a camp. The 
fimple wants of nature regulated the meafure of 
his fo^d and sleep. Rejecting with.difdain t^ic 
delicacies provided for his table, Jie fatisfied his 
appetite with the coarfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meanefl foidiers« Duriil)g the 
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rigour of a Gallic winter ^ he never fuffered a fire chaf. 
in his bed-chamber; arfd after a short and inter- ^^ 
riiipted slumber, be frequently roTe in the middle 
of the night from a carpet fpread on the floor, to 
^difpatch any urgent bufinefs, to vifit^his rounds, 
or to fteal a few moments for the profecution of , 
his favourite ftwdies *'. The precepts of elo- 
quence, which he- had hitherto practifed on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefully applied 
to excite or to afluage the paflions ot an armed" 
multitude : and although Julian , from his early 
habits of converfation and literature, was more fa- 
miliarly acquainted with the beauties of the Greek 
language , he had attained a competent know- 
ledge, of the Latin tongue ". Since Julian was 
not 'originally defigned for the character of a le- 
gislator, or a judge, it is probable that tht civil 
jurifprudence of the Romans had not engaged 
any confiderable share of his attention ; but he 
derived from his philofophic ftudies an inflexible 
regard for juftice, tempered by a difpofition to 
clemency ; the knowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of equity and evidence , and the faculty of 
"^ patiently inveftigating the ftooft intricate and te- 
dious queftions which could be propofed for his 
difcuflion. The meafures of policy, and the ope- 
rations of war, muft fubmit to the various acci- 
dents of circumftance and character, and the un- 
practifed ftudent \vill often be perplexed in the ap- 
ph'cation of the moft perfect theory* • But in the 
acquifition of this important fcience, Julian was 
aflifted by the active vigour of hi« own genius , as 
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CHAP, well as by the wifdom and experience of l^alluft, 
^^^•^ an officer of rank , who foon conceived a fincere 
attachnoent for a prince fo worthy of his friend- 
ship , and whbfe incorruptible integrity was 
adorned by the talent of infinuating the harsheft 
truths , without wounding the delicacy of a royal 
ear '\ ' 
Hisfirft Immediately after Julian had received the 

T^itZ P"^P'^ ^^ Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a 
A. D. %sc, feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty foldiers. 
At Vienna, where he paffed a painful and anxious 
winter, in the hands of thofe minifters to whom 
Conftantius had entrufted the direction of his 
conduct , the Caefar was informed of the fiege and 
deliverance of Autun, That large and ancient 
city, protected only by a ruined wall and pufil- 
lanimpus garrifon, was faved by the generous re- 
folution of a few veterans , who re fumed their 
arms for the defence of their country. In his/ 
march from Autun', through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with ardour 
the earlieft opportunity of fignalizing his courage. 
At the head of a fmall body of archers , and heavy 
cavalry, he preferred the shorter but the more 
dangerous of two roads; and fometimes eluding, 
and fometimes refifting , the attacks of the Barba- 
rians , who were matters of the field , he arrived 
with honour and faf^ety at the canrp nfar Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to af- 
femble. The afpect of their young prince re- 
vived the drooping fpirit of the foldiers, and they 
marched from !^heims in fearch of the enemy. 
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with a confidence which had almofl proved faftal chaf. 
to thera. The Alemanni, familiarized to the ^^^* 
Icnowledge of the country, fecretJy collected their , 
fcattered* forces , and feizing the opportunity of a 
dark and rainy day, poured with unexpected fury 
on the rear-guard of the Romans. Before the in- 
evitable diforder could be remedied, two legions 
were defiroyed ; and Julian was taught by expe- 
rience , that caution and vigilance are the moft 
important lefTons of the art of war. In a fecond 
and more fuccefsful action, he recovered and efta- 
blished his military fame ; but as the agility of the 
Barbarians faved them from the purfuit , his vic- 
tory was neither bloody nor decifive. He ad- 
vanced, however,, to the banks of the Rhine, 
furveycjd the ruins of Cologne , convinced himfelf 
of the difficulties of the war,, and retreated on the 
approach of winter, difcontented with the court, 
with his army , and with his own fuccefs ''. The . 
power of the enemy was yet unbroken; and the 
Caefar had no fooner feparated his troops , and 
'fixed his own quarters at Sens, in the centre of 
Caul, than he was furrounded and befieged by a 
numerous hoft of Germans. Reduced in this ex- 
tremity to the refources of his own mind , he dif- 
playcd a prudent intrepidity which compenfated 
for all the deficiencies of the place and garrifon ; ^ 
and the Barbarians , at the end of thirty days , 
were obliged to retire with difappointed rage. 

The confcious pride of Julian , who was in- h« fcconii 
debted only to his fword for this fignal deliver- campaign, 
ance, was embittered by the reflection, that he ' ^^' 
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CHAP. vr2is abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted to 
*^^ detraction , by thofe who were bound to aflift 
him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Mar- 
cellus, mafter- general of the cavalry in Oaul, in* 
terpreting too ftrictly the jealous orders of th« 
court, beheld with fupine indiffereface the diftreb 
of Julian , and had retrained the troops under his 
command from marching to 'the relief of Sens. 
If the Csefar had diflembled in filence fb danger- 
ous an infult,. his perfon and authority would have 
been expofed to the contempt of the world ; and 
if an action fo criminal had been fuffered to pals 
with impunity, the emperor would have confirmed 
the fufpicions , which received a very fpecious co- 
lour from his paft conduct towards the princes of 
the Flavian family, Marcellus was recalled, and 
gently difmiOed from his office '\ In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry; 
an experienced foldier, of approved courage and 
fidelity „ who could ad vife wkh refpect , and exe- 
cute with zeal ; and who fubmitted , without re- 
luctance , to the fupreme command which Julian , 
by the interefl of his patronefs Eufebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul '*. A very ju. 
dicious plan of operations was adopted for the ap- 
proaching campaign. Julian himfelf, at; the head 
. of the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he had been permitted to form , 
boldly penetrated into the centre of the German 
cantonments, and carefully re- eftablished the for- 
tifications of Saverne, in an advantageous poll, 
which would either cheek the incurfioos , or in- 
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tcrcept the retreat, of the enemy. At the fame chap* 
time Barbatio , general of the infantry , advanced , ^^' 
from Milan with an army of thirty thoufand men* 
and paffing the mountains , prepared- to throw a 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It yras reafonabie to expect that the Ale- 
manni , preffed on either fide by the Roman arms , 
would foon be forced to evacuate the provinces of . 
Gaul , and to haften to the defence of their native 
country. But the hopes of the campaign were 
defeated by the incapacity, or the envy, 6r the fe- ^ 
crct inflructions , of Barbatio; who acted as if he 
had been the enemy of the Caefar , and the fecret 
ally 6f the Barbarians. The negligence with 
which he permitted a troop of pillagers freely to 
^afe , and to return almoft before the gates of his 
camp, may be imputed to his want of abilities; 
but the treafonable act of burning a number of 
boats, and a fuperfiuous flock of provifions, which 
would have been of the moft eflential fervicc to 
the army of Gaul , was an evidence of his hoftjlc 
and criminal intentions. The Germans defpifed 
an enemy who appeared deftitute either of ' powet 
or of inclination to ofifend them; and the igno- 
minious retreat of Barbatio deprived Julian of the 
expected fupport; and left him to extricate him- 
felf from a hazardous fituation, where he could 
neither remain with fafety, nor retire with ho- 

71 

nour . 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears ^'attie of 

of invafion^ the Alemanni prepared to chaftife |,„rgh^ 

the Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the a.d.'sst. 
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CHAF, poffeflion of that country , which they claimed as 
x.^x. their own by the right of conqueft and of treaties. 
They employed three days , and as many nights , 
in tranfporting over the Rhine their military 
powers. The fierce Chnodomar, shaking the 
ponderous javelin, which^ he had victoriously 
.wielded againft the brother of Magnentius, led 
the van of the Barbarians, and moderated by his 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
infpired^*. He was followed by fix bther kings, 
by ten princes of regal extraction, by a long train 
of high-fpirited nobles, and by thirty-five thou- 
fand of the braveft warriors of the tribes of Ger- 
many. The confidence derived from the vie\^^ of 
their own ftrength, was encreafed by the intelli- 
gence which they received from a deferter , that 
the Cxfar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
fand men, occupied apoft about one -and -twenty 
miles from their camp of Strasburgh. With this 
, inadequate force, Julian refolved to feek and to^ s 
encounter the Barbarian hoft ; and the chance of 
a general action was preferred to the tedious and 
uncertain operation of feparately engaging the 
difperfed parties of the Alemanni. The Romans 
inarched in clofe order, and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right , the infantry on the left ; 
and the day was fo far fpent when they appeared 
in fight of the enemy , that Julian was defirous of 
deferring the battle till the next morning, and of 
allowing his troops, to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrength by the neceflary refreshments of sleep and 
food. Yielding, however, with fome reluctance, 

to 
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to the clamours of the foldiers, and even to thfc ^ tit A ft 
opinion of his council , he exhorted therti to jut *^* 
tify by their valour {he eager impatience, which, 
in cafe of a defeat, would be univerfally branded 
with the epithets of tasnefs and prefumption* 
The trumpets founded, the military shout was 
heard through the field , and the two armies rush- 
ed with equal fury to the charge. The Csefar j 
who conducted in pcrfon his right \/ing , depended 
on the dexterity of his archers , and the weight of 
hi§ cuiraflGers. But his ranks were inftantly Bro- 
ken by an irregular mixture of light -horfe and of 
light r infantry, and he had the mortification of 
beholding the flight of fix hundred of his moft 
renowned cuiraffiers ^^ The /ugitives were ftop* 
ped and rallied by the prefence and authority of 
Julian , who ^ carelefs of his oWn fafety , ihreW 
himfelf before them, and urging every motive of 
shaitie and honour, led them back againft the \ic* 
torious enen&y. The conflict between the two 
lines of infantry was obftinate and bloody. The 
Geilnans poffeflcd the fuperiority of ftrength and 
Ilature, the Romans that of difcipline and tern* 
per; and as the Barbarians ^ Who ferved under 
the (landard of the empire, united the refpective 
advantages of both parties ^ their ftreniious efforts, 
guided by a skilful leader, at length determined 
the event of the day. The Romans loft four 
tribunes, and two hundred and forty -three fol- 
diers, in this memorable battle of Strasburgh, fd 
glorious to the Caefar ^* , and fo falutaiy to tb^ , 
afflicted prdvinces of Gaul. Six thoufand of tb€ 
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CHAP* Aletnanni were slain in the field, without inclu* 
xjx. ding thofe whp were drowned in the Rhine , or 
transfixed with darts whilft they attempted to 
fwim acrofs the river ^''. Chnodomar bimfelf was 
funounded and taken prifoner, with three of his 
brave companions, who had devoted themfelves 
to follow in life or death the fate of their chief- 
tain. Julian received him with military pomp in 
the council of his officers; and expreffing a ge- 
nerous pity for the fallen ftate, diflembled his in- 
ward contempt foi^ the abject humiliation of his 
captive. Inftead of exhibiting the -vanquished 
king of the Alemanni, as a grateful fpectacle to 
the cities of Gaul / he refpectfully laid at the feet 
of the emperor this splendid trophy of his victory. 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treatment: 
but the impatient Barbarian could not long furvive 
his defeat , his confinement , and his exile ^*. 
Julian fub- After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni from 
Franks* ^^^ provinccs of the Upper Rhine , he turned his 
A. D. 358. arms againft the Franks, who were feated nearer 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many ; arid who , from their numbers , and ftiil 
more from their intrepid valour, had ever been 
efteemed the moft formidable of the Barba- 
rians '*. Although they were ftrongly actuated 
by the allurements of rapine , they profefled a dif- 
intcrefted love of wm*; which they confidered as 
the fupreme honour and felicity of human nature; 
and their minds and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual action, that, according to 
the lively expreflion of an orator , the fnows of 
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^vinter were as pleafant to them as the flowers cttAP, 
of fpring. In the month of December , which '*^^- 
followed the battle of Strasburgh, Julian attacked 
a body of fix hundred Franks , who had thrown 
themfelves into two caftles on the Meufe *'. In 
the midft of that fevere feafon they fuftained, with 
inflexible conftancy, a fiege of fifty -four days; 
till at length, exhaufted by bunger, and fatisHed 
that the vigilance of the enemy in breaking the 
ice of the river, left them no hopes of efcape, thef 
Franks confented, for the firft time, to difpenfd 
with the ancient law which commanded them to 
conquer or to die. The Caefar immediately fent 
his captives to the court of Conftantius , who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable prefent " , rejoiced in 
the opportunity of adding fo many heroes to the 
choicefl: troops of his dbmeftic .guards. The ob- 
ftinate refiftance of this handful of Franks, ap- 
prifcd Julian of the difficulties of the expedition 
which he meditated for the enfuing fpring, againft 
the whole body of the nation. His rapid dili- 
gence furprifed and aftonishcd the attive Bar- 
barians. Ordering his foldiers to provide them- 
felves with bifcuit for twenty days, he fuddenly 
pitched his camp near Tongre$, while^ the ^nemy 
ftill fuppofed him in his winter- quarters of Paris, 
expecting the slow arrival of his convoys froni 
Aquitain. Without allowing the Franks to tinitef 
or to deliberate, he skilfully fpread his legions 
from Cologne to the ocean; and by the terror,- 
as ^vell as by* the fuccefs of his arms, foon re- 
duced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cle« 
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CHAP, mency, and to obey the commands, of their con- 
^'^* queror. Thfe Chamavians fubmiflively retired to 
their former habitations beyond the Rhine: but 
the Salians were permitted to poffefs their new 
eftablishment of Toxandria , as the fubject's and 
auxiliaries of the Roman empire '*. The treaty 
vras ratified by folemn oaths; and perpetual in- 
fpectors were appointed to refide among the 
Franks , with the authority of enforcing the ftrict 
obfervance of the conditions. An incident is re- 
lated , interefting enough in itfelf , and by no means 
repugnant to the character of Julian, who ingeni- 
ously contrived both the plot and the cataflrophe 
of the tragedy* When the Chamavians fued 
for peace, he required the fon of their king, as 
the only hoftage in whom he could rely. A 
mournful ^filence, interrupted by tears and groans, 
declared the fad perplexity of the Barbarians; 
and their aged chief lamented in pathetic lan- 
guage, that his private lofs was now embittered 
by a fenfe of the public calamity. While the 
Chamavians lay p'rofirate at the foot of his throne, 
the royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been slain, unexpectedly appeared before their 
eyes ; and as foon as the tumult of joy was hushed 
into attention, the Caefar addreffed the affembly 
in the following terms : " Behold the fon , the 
w prince, whom you wept. You had loft him 
,5 by your fault. God and the Romans have 
33 reftored him to you. 1 shall ftill preferve and 
' n educate the youth , rather as a monument of 
?3 my own virtue, than as a pledge of your fm- 
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33 cerity. Should you prefume to violate the chap* 
33 faith which you have fworn , the arms of the ^^^* 
33 republic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 

. 33 innocent, but on the guilty. " The Barbarians 
withdrew from his prefence, impreffed with the 
warmeft fentiments of gratitude and admiration ". 

It was not enough for Julian to have delivered Wakc» 
the provinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of pcditions 
Germany. He afpired to emulate the glory of the ^"^y^^^ ^^e 
firft and moft illiiftrious of the emperors ; after a. d. 3^7, 
whofe example, he compofed his own commen- 35?, ss9. 
taries of the Gallic war **. Caefar has related , 

^ with confcious pride , the manner in which he 
twice pafled the Rhine. Julian could boafl:, that 
before he aflumed the title of Auguftus, he had 
carried the Roman Eagles beyond that great river 
in three fuccefsful expeditions *'. The confterna- 
tion of the Germans , after the battle of Strasburgh , 
encouraged him to the firfl; attempt ; and the 
reluctance of the troops foon yielded to the 
perfuafive eloquence of a leader, ^yho shared the 
fatigues and dangers which he impofed on the 
meanefl; of the foldiers. The villages on cither 
. fide of the Meyn, which were plentifully ftored 
with corn and cattle , felt the ravages of an in- 
vading army. The principal houfes, conftructed 
with fome imitation of Roman elegance, were 
confumed by the flames; and the Caefar boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progrefs was 
(lopped by a dark and impenetrable forcft, under- 
mined by fubterraneous paffages, which threaten- 
ed , with fecret fnares and ambush , every ftep of 
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plfAP. the alTailant. The ground was already covered 
T^l^t with fnow; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
caftle which had been erected by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubmifEve Bar- 
barians. At the expiration of the tfuce, Julian 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the Rhine, 
to humble the pride of Surmar and Hortaire, two 
of »he kings of the Alemanni , who had been pre- 
fent at the battle of Strasburgh. They promifed 
to reflore all the Roman captives who yet remain^ 
ed alive; and as the Ceefar had procured an ex- 
act account from the cities and villages of Gaul, 
of the inhabitants whom they had loft, he detected 
every attempt to deceive him with a degree of 
readinefs and accuracy , which almoft eftablished 
t|ie belief of his fupernatural knowledge. His 
tjiird expedition was ftill more fplendid and im- 
portant than the two former. The Germans had 
collected their military powers, and moved along 
the oppofite banks of the river, with a defign of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing the paf- 
fage of the Romans. But this judicious plan of 
defence was difconcerted by a skilful diverfion. 
Three hundred light armed and active foldiers. 
were detached in forty fmall boats , to fall dowa 
the ftream in filencej^and to land at fome diftance 
from the pofts of the enemy. They executed 
their orders with fo much boldnefs and celerity, 
^hat they had almoft furprifed the Barbarian chiefs, 
j^vho returned in the fearlefs confidence -of in- 
toxication from one of their nocturnal feftivals. 
Without repeating the uniform and difgufting talc 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE, igj 

tf slaughter and devaftation, it is fufficient to cHAf. 
obferve , that Julian dictated his own conditions ^i^* 
of peace to fix of the haughtieft kings of the 
Aleoianni, three of whom were permitted to view 
the feverc difcipline and martial pomp of a Ro- 
man camp. Followed by twenty thoufand cap- 
lives /whom he had refcucd from the chains of 
the Barbarians, the C^far repaifed the Rhine, 
after terminating a war , the fuccefs of which has 
been compared to the ancient glories of the Punic . * 

and Cimbric victories. 

As foon as .the valour and conduct of Julian Reftores 
had fecured an interval of peace , he applied him- of^^Gau'r 
felf to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul , which 
had fuffered from the inroads of the Barbarians , 
he diligently repaired; and fevcn important pofts, 
betwceil Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, are 
particularly mentioned , as having been rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian **.. The van- 
quished Germans had fubmitted to the juft but 
humiliating condition of preparing and convey- 
ing the neceffary materials. The active zeal of 
Julian urged the .profecution of the work; and 
fuch was the fpirit which he had diffufed among 
the troops, that the auxiliaries themfelves, waving 
their exemption from any duties of fatigue , con- 
tended in the moft fervile labours with the dili^ 
gence of the Roman foldiers. It was incumbent 
on the Cxfar tp provide for the fubfiftence, as 
well as for the fafety, of the inhabitants and of 
the garrifons. The defertion of the former, and 

• M 4 
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CJ H A p. the mutiny of the latter , muft have been the htkl 
5fix. and inevitable confequences of famine. The 
tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war ; but the fcanty 
harvcfts of the continent were fupplied, by his^pa- 
ternel care, from the plenty of the adjacent island. 
' Six hundred large barks , framed in the foreft of 

the Ardennes, made feveral voyages to the coaft 
of Britain ; and returning from thence laden with 
♦ corn , failed up the Rhine ^ and diftributed their 

cargoes to the feveral towns and fortreffes along 
the banks of the river *\ The arms of Julian had 
reftored a free and fecure navigation , which Con- 
ftantius had offered, to purchafe at the expence of 
his dignity , and of a tributary prefent of two thou- 
fand pounds of filver. The emperor parfimo- 
piously refufed to his foldiers the fums which he 
granted with a lavish and trembling hand to the 
Barbarians. The dexterity, as well as the firm- 
nefs of Julian , was put to a fevere trial , when he 
took the tield with a difcontented army , which 
had already ferved two campaigns, without re- 
ceiving any regular pay or any extraordinary 
donative ■ -. ^ 

CJivii ad, A tender regard for the peace and happinefs of 
trjniftr^, jjjj fubjccts , was the ruling principle wifeich di- 
Juiiftn. rected, or feemed to direct, the adminiftration 
of Julian **. He devoted the leifure of his winter- 
quarters to the offices of civil government; and 
effected to affume , with more pleafure , the cha- 
racter of a magiftrate than that of a general. Be- 
fore he took the field, he devolved on the pro- 
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vincial governors, nooft of the public and private chap. 
caufes which had been referred to his tribunal; ^^^ 
but, on his return, he carefully reyifed their pro- 
ceedings , mitigated the rigour of the law , and 
pronounced a fecond judgnaent on the judges 
themfclves. Superior to the laft temptation of 
virtuous minds , an indifcreet and intemperate 
2eal for juftice, he reftrained , with calmnefs and 
dignity, the warmth of an advocate who profe- 
cuted, for extortion, the prefident of the Nar- 
bonnefe province. " Who will ever be found 
5> guilty," exclaimed the vehement Delphidius, 
" if it be enough to deny? " «' and who, " replied 
Julian, "will ever be innocent, if it is fuflficient 
35 to affirm?" In the general adrainiftration of 
peace and war, the intereft of the fovercign is 
commonly the fame as that of his people; but 
Cohftantius would have thought himfelf deeply 
injqred , if the virtues of Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an opprefled and exhaufted country. The 
prince who was invcfled with th^ enfi^ns of 
toyalty, might fometimes prefume to correct the 
rapacious infolence of the inferior agents; to ex- 
pofe their corrupt arts, and to iiitroduce an equal 
and eafier mode of collection. But the manage- 
ment of the finances was more fafely entrufted to 
Florentius, Praetorian praefect of Gaul, an effe- 
minate tyrant, incapable of pity or remorfe; and 
the haughty minifter complained of the mofl 
decent and gentle oppofition , while Julian himfelf 
was rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of his 
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CHAP, own behaviour. The Csefar had rejected with 
^^^' abhorrence , a mandate for the levy of an extra- 
ordinary tax ; a new fuperdiction , which the prac- 
feet had offered for his fignature; and the faithful 
picture of the public mifery, by which he had 
been obliged to juftify his refufal^ offended the 
court of Gonftantius. We may enjoy the plea^ 
Cure of reading the fentiments of Julian , as he ex- 
preffes them with warmth and freedom in a letter 
to one of his mod intimate friends. After Hating 
his own conduct, he proceeds in the following 
terms : " Was it poffible for the difciple of Plato 
yy and Ariftotle to act otherwife than I have 
yy donej Could I abandon the unhappy fubjects 
S9 entrufted to my care? Was I not called upon 
,> to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
5> thefe unfeeling robbers? A tribune who de- 
)> ferts his poll is punished with death, and de* 
}) prived of the honours of burial. With what 
,5.jufiice could I prbnounce his fentence, if, in 
,5 the hour of danger, I myfelf neglected a duty 
♦ j5 far more facred and far more important ? God 

3> has placed me in this elevated poft; his pro- 
» vidence will guard and fupport me. ^Should I 
33 be condemned to fuffer, I ihall derive comfort 
a> from the teftimony of a pure and upright con- 
» fcience. Would to heaven, that I ftill poffeffed 
5> a counfellor like.Salluft! If they think proper 
53 to fend me a fucceffor, I shall fubmit without 
33 reluctance; and had much rather improve the 
>3 short opportunity of doing good , than enjoy a 
53 long and lafting impunity of evil '% " The . 
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precarious and dependent fituation of Julian dif- chaTp. 
played his virtues , and concealed his defects. The ^^^^ 
young hero who fupported, in Gaul, the thronc\ 
of Conftantius , was not permitted to reform the 
vices of the government i but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the .people. ' 
Vnlefs he had been able to revivp the martial 
fpirit of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of 
induftry and refinement among their favage ene- 
mies, he could not entertain any i^ational hopes 
of fecuring the public tranquillity, either by. the 
peace or conqueft of Germany. Yet the victories 
of Jujian fufpended, for a short time, the inroads 
of the Barbarians, and delayed the ruin of the 
Weftern Empire. 

His falutary influence reflored the cities of Defcnp- 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the evils. p°"jj**' 
of civil difcord. Barbarian war, and domeftic 
tyranny; and the fpirit of induftry was revive^ 
with the hopes of enjoyment. Agriculture, ma- 
nufactures and commerce ?igain flourished under 
the protection of the laws ; and the curia , or civil 
corporations, were again filled with ufeful and 
refpectable members: the youth were no longcif 
apprebenfive of marriage ; and ma^rried perfons 
were.ro longer apprchenfive of . pofterity : thq 
public and pHvate feftivais were celebrated with 
cuftomary pomp ; and the frequent and fecurq 
intercourfe of the provinces difplayed the image 
of national profperity *\ A mind like that of 
Julian, ranft have felt the general happinefs of 
which he was the author; but he. viewed, with 
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cJhap. peculiar farisfaction and complacency, the city of 
XDC Paris; the feat of his winter refidence, and the 
object even of his partial affection **. That fplen- 
did capital , which now embraces an ample terri- 
tory on either fide of the Seine, was originally 
confined to the fmall island in the midfl: of the 
river , from whence the inhabitants derived a 
fupply of pure and falubrious water. The river 
bathed the foot of the walls; and, the town was 
acccffible only by two wooden bridges. A foreft 
overfpread the northern fide of the Seine; but on 
the fouth , the ground , which now bears the name 
of the Univerfity, was infenfibly covered with 
houfes, and adorned with a palace and amphi-' 
theatre, baths, an aqueduct, and a field of Mars 
for the exercife of the Roman troops. The fe- 
verity of the climate was tempered by the neigh- 
bourhood of the ocean ; and with fome precau- 
tions, which experience had taught, the vine and 
fig-tree were fuccefsfully cultivated. But, in re- 
markable winters , the Seine was deeply frozen ; 
and the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
fiream, might be compared, by an Afiatic, to the 
blocks of white marble which were extracted from 
the quarries of Phrygia. The licentioufnefs and 
corruption of Antioch , recalled to the memory 
of Julian the feverc and fimple manners of his 
beloved Lutetia *' ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or defpifed. He indig- 
nantly cbntrafted the effeminate Syrians with the 
brave and honeft fimplicity of the Gauls, and al- 
moft forgave the intemperance, which was the 
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only ftain of the Celtic character'*. If Julian cHap. 
could now rcvifit the capital of France, he might . ^^' 
converfe with men of fcience and genius, capable 
of underftanding and of inftructing a difciple of 
the Greeks ; he might excufe the lively and grace- 
ful follies of a nation, whofe martial fpirit has 
never been enervated by the indulgence of luxury; 
and he mud applaud the perfedtion of that inefti- 
ouble art, which foftens and refines and embeU 
lishies the intercourfe of focial life. 
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CHAP. XX. 

The Motives^ Progrefs^ and Effects of the Converpon 
of Conflantine. — Legal Eftablishment and Conjlitu- 
tion cf the Ovrifiion or Catholic Church. 

JL HE public eftablishment of Chriftianity may 
be confidcred as one of thofe important and do- 
meftic revolutions which excite the moft lively 
curiofity , and afford the moft valuable inftruction. 
The victories and the civil policy of Conftantlnc 
no longer influence the ftate of Europe; but a 
confiderable portion of the globe ftill retains the 
impreflion which it received fromf the converfion 
of that monarch; and the ecclefiaftical inftitutions 
of his reign are 'ftill connected, by an indiffoluble 
chain, with the opinions, the paflions, and the 
interefts of the prefent generation/ 
Date of the ^^ ^^^ confideration of a fubject which may be 
eonvetfioa examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 
ftiintinc. '^^^^ indifference , a difficulty immediately^ arifes 
of a very unexpected, nature; that of afcertaining 
the real and precife date of the converfion of Con- 
A.D. 306. flantine- The eloquent Lactantius, in the midft 
of his court, feems impatient ' to proclaim to the 
world the glorious example of the fovereign of 
Gaul; who, in the firft moments of his* reign, ac- 
knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 
and only God *. The learned Eufebius has af- 
cribed the faith of Conftantine to the miraculous 
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fign which was difplayed in the heavens whilft he chaP. 
meditated and prepared the Italian expedition '. ^^' 
The hiftorian Zofimus maliciously afferts , that the 
emperor had embrued his hands in the blood of 
his eldeft fon, before he publicly renounced the 
gods of Rome and of his anceftors *• The per- ^- ^' 5*^* 
plexity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, 
is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine him- 
felf. According to the ftrictnefs of ecclcfiaftical 
language , the firft of the Chrijlian emperors was 
unworthy of that name, till the moment of his 
death; fince it was only during his laft illnefs A.D. 33f. 
that he received , as a catechumen , the impofition 
of hands * , and was afterwards admitted , by the 
initiatory rites of baptifm, into the number of 
the faithful '. The Chriftianity of Conftantine 
muft be allowed' in a much more vague and qua- 
lilied fenfe; and the niccft' accuracy is required ia 
tracing the slow and almoft imperceptible grada- 
tions by which the monarch declared himfelf the 
protector , and at length the profely te , of the 
church. It was an arduous task to eradicate the 
habits and prejudices of his education, to ac- 
knowledge the divine power of Chrift, and to un- 
derftand that the truth of his revelation was in- 
compatible with the worship of the gods. The 
obftacles which he had probably experienced ia 
his own mind, ipftructed him to proceed with 
caution in the momentous change of a national 
religion ; and he infenfibly difcovered his new 
opinions, as far as- he could enforce them with 
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CHAP, fafety and with effect During the whole courfc 

^^* of his reign, the ftream of Chriftianity flowed 

with a gentle, though accelerated, motion: biit 

' its general direction was fometimes checked, and 

fometimes diverted, by the accidental circum^ 
(lances of the times , and by the prudence , or poL 
fibly by the caprice , of the monarch. His mini- 
fters were permitted to fignify the intentions of 
their mafter in the various language which was 
beft adapted to their refpective principles ^ ; and 
he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his fub- 

A.D. sai. jects, by publishing in the fame year two edicts; 
the firft of which enjoined the folemn obfervance 
of Sunday ' , and the fecond directed the regular 
confultation of the Arufpices *. While this im- 
portant revolution yet remained in fufpenfe , the 
Chriftians and the Pagans watched the conduct of 
their fovereign with the fame anxiety , but with 
very oppofite fentiments. The former were , 
prompted by every motive of zeal , as well as va- 
nity, to exaggerate the marks of his favour, and 
the evidences of his faith. The latter, till their 
jufl; apprehenfions were changed into defpair and 
relentment , attempted to conceal from the world, 
and from themfelves , that the gods of Rome 
could no longer reckon the emperor in the num- 
ber of their votaries. The fame paffions and pre- 
judices have engaged the partial writers of the 
times to connect the public profeflion of Chrif- 
tianity with the moft glorious or the moft igno- 
minious sera of the reign of Conftantine. 

Whatever 
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Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety might chap. 
tranfpire in the difcourfes or actions of Conftan- jjj^^ri' 
tine, he perfevcred till he was near forty years of faperftitioni 
age in the practice of the eftabljshed religion "; 
and the fame conduct which in the court of Nico- 
media might be imputed to his fear,/ could be 
afcribedj only to the inclinatipa or policy of the 
fovereign of Gaul. His liberality reftored. :?nd 
enriched the temples of the gods : the mex^aU 
which iffucd from his Imperial mint are impTelFed 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
Apollo, of Mars and Hercules s and his filial piefy[ 
increafed the council of Olympus by the folema 
apotheofis of his father Conftantius ". But the 
devotion of .Conftantinc was more peculiarly 
directed to the genius of the Sun , the Apollo 
of Greek and Roman mythology ; .and he was ^ 

pleafed to be reprcfented with thq fymbols of the 
God of Light and Poetry. The unerring shafts 
of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his laurel 
wreath, immortal beauty, and elegant accom- 
plishments, feem to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were 
crowned with the vdtiv^ offerings of Conflantine; 
and the credulous multitude were taught to be* 
lieve , that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the vifible majefty of their tu- 
telar deity; and that, either waking or in a vifion, 
he was blcfTed with the aufpicious omens of a long 
and victorious reign. The Sun was univerfaliy 
celebrated as the invfncible guide and protectpt 
of Conftantine; and the Pagans ^might reafonably . 

Vol. HI. N ' 



194 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, expect that the infulted god would piirfue with 
XX. unrelenting vengeance the impiety of his ungrate- 
ful favourite ". 
Heprottcts As long a$ Condautine exercifed a xlimited 
the chriftians j^^gj.^- ^y ovcr the provinces of Gaul , his Chrif- 

of Gaul » . ^ ^, '^ '^ 111 1 . ■ 

A. D. 306 tian fubjects were protected by the authority, and 
— 312. perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wifely left 
to the gods the care of vindicating their own ho- 
/Hour. If we may credit the affertion of Conftan- 
tine himfelf , he had been an indignant fpectator 
of the favage cruelties which were inflicted, by the 
hands of Roman foldiers , on thofe cidzens whofe 
religion was their only crime ". In the Eaft and 
in the Weft, he had feen the difierent efiects of 
feverity and indulgences and as the former was 
tendered ftill more odious by the example of Ga- 
lerius, his implacable enemy, the latter was re. 
commended to his imitation by the aiithority and 
. advice of a dying father. The fon of Conftan- 
tius immediately fufpended or repealed the edicts 
of perfecution, and granted the free exercife pf 
their religious ceremonies to all thofe who had al- 
ready profeflcd themfelves members of the church. 
They were foon encouraged to depend on the 
favour as well as on the juftice of their fovereign, 
who had imbibed a fecret and fincere reverence 
for the name of Chrift, and for the God of the 
Chriftians "\ ' 
A.D.»3u. About five months after the conqueft of Italy, 
^*'°'*- the emperor made a folemn ^nd authentic decla- 
Miua. ration of his fentiments , by the celebrated edict 
of Milan , which reftored peace to the Catholic 
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church. In the perfonal interview of the two CHAf. 
weftem princes, Gonftantine, by the afccndant ^^ 
of genius and power , obtained the ready concur* 
rence of his colleague Licinius; the union of 
their names and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin; and, after the death of the tyrant of 
th^ Eaft , the edict of Milan was rtceived as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world '^ 
The wifdom of the emperors provided for the 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights of 
which the Chriftians had been fo unjuftly deprived. 
It was enacted , that the places of worship , and 
public lands, which had been confifcated, should 
be rcftored to the church, without difpute, without 
delay , and without expence : and this fevere in* 
junction was accompanied with a gracious pro- 
mife , that if any of the purchafers had paid a fair 
and adequate price, they should be indemniHed 
from the Imperial treafury. The falutary regu- 
lations which guard the future tranquillity of the 
faithful, are framed on the principles of enlarged ' 
and equal toleration; and fuch an equality mud 
have been interpteted by a recent feet as an ad- 
vantageous and honourable diftinction. The two 
emperors proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and abfolute power to the Chri& 
'tians, and to all others, of following the religion 
which each individual thinks proper to prefer , to 
which he has addicted his mind, and which he 
may deem the beft adapted to his own ufe. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word , remove 
every exception, and exact from the governor^ of 



196 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

cjCAP. the provinces a ftrict obedience to the true and 
^*' fimple meaning of an edict , which was defigned 
to eftablish and fecure, without any limitation, 
the claims of religious liberty. They condefcend 
to affign two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the hu- 
mane intention of confulting the peace and hap- 
pinefs of their people; and the pious hope, that, 
by fuch a conduct , they .^hall appeafe and pro- 
pitiate th^ Deity y whofe feat is in heaven. They 
gratefully acknowledge the many fignal proofs 
which they-have received of the divine favour; 
and they truft that the fame Providence will for 
ever continue to^ protect the profperity of the 
prince and people. From thefe vague and indc- 
, finite expreffions of piety, three fuppofitions may 
be deduced , of a different , but not of an incom- 
patible, nature. The mind of Conftantine might 
fluctuate between the Pagan and the Chriflian re- 
ligions. According to the loofe and complying 
notions of polytheifrii , he might acknowledge the 
God fof the Chriftians as one of the mani/ deities 
who compofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or per- 
haps he might embrace the phibfophic and plcaf- 
ing idea, that, notwithftanding the variety of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the fects and 
all the nations of mankind are united in the wor- 
ship of the common Father and Creator of the 

Ufe and ""^^^'''^ '*' 

beauty of But the counfels of princes arc more frequently 
the chrif- influenced by views of temporal advantage , than 
raiuy?°" ^Y confidcrations of abftract and fpeculative truth. 
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The partial and incrcafing favour of Coriftantine chap. 
may naturally be referred to the efteem which he ^^•• 
entertained for the moral character of the Chrif- 
tians; and to a perfuafion , that'the propagation 
of the gofpel would inculcate the practice of pri- 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may affume in his own conduct, 
whatever indulgence he may claim for his own 
paflions , it is undoubtedly his intereft that all his 
fubjects should refpect the natural and civil obliga- 
tions of fociety. But the operation of the wifeft 
laws is imperfect and precarious. They feldom 
infpire virtue, they cannot always reftrain vice. 
Their power is infufficient to prohibit all that they^ 
condemn, nor can they always punish the actions 
which they prohibit. The legislators of antiquity 
had fummoned to their aid the powers of educa- 
tion and of opinion. But every principle which 
had once maintained the vigour and purity of 
Rome and Sparta, was long fmce extinguij^hed in 
a declining and defpotic empire. Philofophy ftill 
cxercifed her temperate fway over the human 
mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very feeble 
fupport from the influence of the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion. Under thefe difcouraging circumft^nces, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with pleafure 
the progrefs of a religion which difFufed among 
the people a pure , benevolent , and univerfal fy f- 
tem of ethics , adapted to every duty and every 
condition of life 5 recommended as the will and 
reafon of the Supreme Deity , and enforced by the 
fanctibn of eternal rewards or punishments. The 

N 3 
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CHAP, experience of Greek and Roman hiftory coukl not 
XK. inform the world how far the fyftem of national 
manners might be reformed and improved by the 
precepts of a divine revelation; and Conftantine 
might liften with fome confidence to the flattering, 
and indeed Veafonable, afTurances of Lactantius* 
The eloquent apologift feemed firmly to expect , 
and almofl: ventured to promife, that the efta- 
blishment of Chriflianity would reftore the inno* 
cence and felicity of the primitive age; that the 
worship of the true God would extinguish war and 
dilfenfion among thofe who mutually confidered 
themfelves as the children of a common parent; 
that every impure defire, every angry or felfish 
paflion , would be reftrained by the knowledge of 
the gofpel; and that the magiftrates might sheath 
the fword of jufticc among a people who would be 
univerfally actuated by the fentiments of truth and 
piety , of equity and moderation , of harmony and 
univerfal Ipve "^, 
Theory The paflive and unrefifting obedience , which 
anil prac- fcows Under the yoke of authority , or even of op- 
cv? obcrti- prcffion , muft have appeared , in the eyes of an 
eucf, abfolute monarch, the moft confpicuous and ufe* 

ful of the evangelic virtues ^*. The primitive 
Chriftians derived the inftitution of civil govern- 
ment, not from the confent of the people,. but 
from the decrees of heaven. The reigning em- 
peror, though he had ufurpcd the fceptre by trea- 
son and murder, immediately affumcd the facreU 
character of vicegerent of the Deity. To the 
Peity sUone he i^as ^ccounuble for the abufe of 
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his power; and his fubjects were indifTolubly chap; 
bound , by their oath of fidelity , to a tyrant , who ^^' 
had violated every law of nature and fociety. 
-The humble Chriftians were fent into the world 
as sheep among wolves ; and fince they were jiot 
permitted to employ force , even in the defence of 
their religion, they should be ftill more criminal 
if they were tempted to shed the blood of their 
fellow-creatures, in difputing the vain privileges, 
or the fordid poffeffions , of this tranfitory life. 
Faithful to the doctrine of the apoflle, who in 
the reign of Nero had preached the duty of un- 
conditional fubmiflion , the Chriftians of the three 
firft centuries preferved their confcience pure and 
innocent of the guilt of fecret confpiracy , or open 
rebellion. While they experienced the rigour of 
pcrfecution, they were never provoked either to 
meet their tyrants in the field , or indignantly to 
withdraw themfelves into forae remote and fe- 
queftered corner of the globe '*. The protcftants 
of France , of Germany , and of Britain , who af- 
ferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil and 
religious freedom, have been infulted by the in- 
vidious comparifon between the conduct of the 
primitive and of the reformed Chriftians **. Per- . \ 
haps, inftead of cenfure, fome applaufe may be 
due to the fuperior fenfe and fpirit of our an- 
ceftors, who had convinced themfelves that re- 
ligion cannot abolish the unalienable rights of 
human nature *\ Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive church may be afcribed to its weaknefs , ' 
as well as to its virtue. A feet of unwarlikc 

N4 
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CHAR plebeians, without leaders, without arms, without 
**' fortifications, muft have encountered inevitkble 
deftruction in a rash and fruitlcfs refiftance to the 
maftcr of the Roman legions. But the Chriftians , 
wli^en they deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, or 
folicited the favour of Conftantine, could allege ^ 
with truth and confidence, that they held the prin- 
ciple of paffive obedience , and that , in the fpace 
of three centuries, their conduct had always been 
conforraable to their principles. They might 
add, that the throne of the emperors Would be 
eftablished on a fixed and permanent bafis, if all 
their fubjects embracing the Chriftian doctrine, 
should learn to fuffer and to obey. 
. In the general order of Providence, princes and 

right of tyrants are confidered as the miaifters of Heaven, 
Conftan, appointed to rule or to chaftife the nations of the 
earth. But facred hiftory affords many illuftrious 
examples of the more immediate interpofitioh of 
the Deity in the government of his chofen people. 
The fceptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes , of Joshua, of "Gideon, of David, 
of the Macc'abees ; the virtues of thof«^ heroes 
were the motive or the effect of the Divine favour, 
the fuccefs of their arms was deftined to atchievc 
the deliverance or the triumph of the church. 
If the judges of Ifrael were occafional and tem- 
porary magiftrates, the kings of Judah derived 
from the royal unction of their great anceftor , an 
hereditary and indefeafible right, which could not 
be forfeited by their own vices , nor recalled by 
the caprice of their fubjects. The fame extraor- 
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dinary providence, which was no longer confined chap. 
to the Jewish people, might elect Conftantine and *^* 
his family as the protectors of the Chriftian world ; 
and the devout Lactantius announces, in a pro- 
phetic tone, the future glories of his long and 
univerfal reign **. Galerius and M'aximin , Max- 
entius and Licinius , were the rivals who shared 
with the favourite of heaven the provinces of the 
empire. The tragic deaths of Galerius and Maxi- 
min foon gratified the refentment , and fulfilled the 
fanguine expectations , of the Chriftians. The 
fuccefs of Conftantine againft Maxenti^is and Li- 
cinius , removed the two formidable competitors 
who ftill oppofed the triumph of the fecond 
David, and his caufc might feem to claim the 
pectrtiar interpofition of Providence. The cha- 
racter of the Roman tyrant difgraced the purple 
and human nature ; and though the Chriftians 
might enjoy his precarious favour , they were ex- 
pofed, with the reft of his fubjects, to the effects 
of his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
duct of Licinius foon betrayed the reluctance 
with which he had confented to the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the edict of Milan. The 
convocation of provincial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions; his Chriftian ofiicers were ig- 
nominiously difmifled; and if he avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreffions were rendered ftill more 
odious , by the violation of a folemn and volun- 
tary engagement *', While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreflSon of Eufcbius , was involved 
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CHAP, in the shades of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
^^* rays of celellial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Weft. The piety of Qonftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms; and his ufe of victory con- 
firmed the opinion of the Ghriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conducted, by the Lord of 
Hofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edijCt of toleration : and as foon as the defeat 
of Licinius had invefted Conftantine with the fole 

A. D. 324. dominion of the Roman world , he immediately , 
by circul^ letters, exhorted all his fubjects to 
imitate , without delay , the example of their fpve- 
reign , and to embrace the divine truth of Chrifti- 
anity **. 
Loyalty The affurance that the elevation of Gonftan- 

thc^chrif-^ tine was intimately connected with the defigns of 

tian party. Provideqcc , inftillcd into the minds of the Ghrif- 
tians two opinions, which, by very different means, 
aflifted the accomplishment of the prophecy. 
Their warm and active loyalty exbaufted in his 
favour every refource of hum^n induftry; and 
they confidently expected that their ftrenuous ef- 
forts would be feconded by fome divine and mira- 
culous aid. The enemies of Conftantine have 
imputed to interefted motives the alliance which 
he infenfibly contracted with the Catholic church, 
and which apparently contributed to the fuccefs of 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Ghriftians ftill bore a very inadequate 

/ proportion to the inhabitants of the empire; but 

among a degenerate people, who viewed the 
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change of mafters with the indifiference of slaves , chap. 



the fpirit and union of a religious party might af« 
fift the popular leader , to whofe fervice , from a 
principle of eonfcience, they had devoted theii: 
lives and fortunes *'. The example of his father 
had inftructed Conftantine to efleem and to re* 
vrard the merit of the Chriftians ; and in the dif- 
tribution of public offices , he had the advantage 
of ftrengtheoing his government, by the choice of 
minifters or generals, in whofe fidelity he could 
repofe a juft and unrcferved confidence. By the 
influence of thefe •dignified miflionaries, the pro* 
felytes of the new faith mull have multiplied in 
the court and army ; the Barbarians of Germany , 
who filled the ranks of the legions, were of a care* 
lefs temper, which acquiefced without refiftancc 
in the religion of their commander; and when 
they paffed the Alps , it may fairly be prefumed , 
that a great number of the foldiers had already 
confecrated their fwords to the fervice of Chrift 
and of Conftantine ^'. The habits of mankind , 
and the interefli of religion, gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodshed, which had fo long 
prevailed among the Chriftians ; and in the coun- 
cils which were aflembled under the gracious pro- 
tection of Conftantine^ the authority of the bishops 
was feafonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath , and to inflict the penalty of 
excommunication on thofe foldiers who threw 
away their arms during the peace of the church *'• 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, en- 
creafed the number and zeal of his faithfiil ad- 
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CHAP, herents, he could depend on the fupport of a 
^x« powerful faction in thofe provinces, which were 
ftill poffeffed or ufurped by his rival?. A fecret 
difaffection was difFufed among the Chriftian 
fubjects of Maxentius and Licinius ; and the re* 
fentmenc which the latter did not attempt to con- 
ceal, feryed only to engage them ftill more deeply 
in the intereft of his competitor. The regular 
correfpondence which connected the bishops of 
the moft diftant provinces, enabled them freely 
to communicate their wishes and their defigns^ 
and to tranfmit without danger any ufeful intelli- 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might 
promote the fervice of Conftantine, who publicly 
declared that he had taken up arms for the deli- 
verance of the church *'. 
Expect!- The enthufiafm which infpired the troops, and 
tion and perhaps the emperor himfelf , had sharpened their 
^mu^QU. fwords while it iatisfied their confcicnce. They^ 
marched to battle with the full aflurance , that the 
fame God , who had formerly opened a paffage to 
the Ifraelites through the waters of Jordan, and 
had thrown down the walls of Jericho at the found 
of the trumpets of Joshua, would difplay his vi- 
fible majefty and power in the victory of Conftan- 
tine. The evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory is pre- 
pared to affirm , that their expectations were jufti- 
fied ' by the confpicuous miracle to which the 
converfion of the firft Chriftian emperor has been 
almoft unanimously afcribed. The real or ima- 
ginary caufe of fo important an event, deferves 
and demands the attention of pofterity; and I 
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shall endeavour to form a juft Cftimatc of the fa- chap. 
mous vifion of Conftantine, by a diflinct conft- *^' 
deration of the flandard ^ the dream ^ and the ceUjiial 
figui by feparating the hiftorical , the natural, and 
the marvellous parts of this extraordinary ftory, 
-which, in the compofition of a fpecious argument, 
have been artfully confounded in one fplendid 
and brittle mafs. 

1. An inftrumcnt of the tortures which were in- The Uhtt- 
fiicted only on slaves and ftrangers, became ^T^^^2i'^^^l ©f 
object of horror in the eyes of a Roman citizen ; the crofi. 
and the ideas of guilt, of pain , and of ignominy, 
were clofely united with the idea of the crofs **. 
The piety , rather than the humanity, of Conftaa* 
tine, foon abolished in his dominions the punish- 
ment which the Saviour of mankind had conde- 
fcended to fuffer '* ; but the emperor had already 
learned to defpife the prejudices of his education , 
and of his people, before he could erect in the 
midfl of Rome his own ftatue , bearing n crofs in 
its right hand ; with an infcription, which referred 
the victory of his arms , and the deliverance of 
: Rome , to the virtue of that falutary fign , the true 
fymbol of force and courage ". The fame.fym- 
bol fanctified the arms of the foldiers of Conftan- 
tine ; the crofs glittered on their helmet, was en- 
graved on their shields, was interwoven into their 
banners; and the confecrated emblems which 
adorned the perfon of the emperof himfelf, were 
diftinguished only by richer materials and more 
exquifite workmanship '\ But the principal 
ftandard which difplayed the triumph of the crofs 
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CHAP, was Ilyled the Laharum " , an obfcure , though 
**• celebrated name, which has been vainly derived 
from almoft all the languages of the world. It is 
^efcribed '* as a long pike interfected by a tranf- 
vecfal beam. The iilken Veil which hung down 
from the beam, was curiously enwrou^ht with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his children. 
The fummit of the pike fupported a crown of 
gold which inclofed the myfterious monogram , at 
once expreflive of the figure of the crofs , and the 
initial letters of the name of Chrifl: '^ The fafety 
of the labarum was entrufted to fifty guards , of 
approved valour and fidelity; their flatibn was 
marked by honours and emoluments; and fome 
fortunate accidents foon introduced. an opinion, 
that as long as the guards of the labarum were 
engaged in the execution of their ofBce, they were 
fecure and invulnerable amidft the darts of the 
enemy. In the fecond civil war Licinius felt and 
dreaded the power of this con fecra ted banner, the 
fighf of which, in the diftrefs of battle , animated 
the foldiers of Conftantine with an invipcible en- 
thufiafm, and fcattered terror and difmay through 
the ranks of the adverfe legions *'• The Chriftian 
emperors, who refpected the example of Conftan- 
tine, difplayed in all their military expeditions the 
ftandard of the crofs; but when the degenerate 
fucccffors of Theodofius had ceafed to appear in 
perfon at the head of their armies, the labarum 
was depofited as a venerable but ufelefs relic in 
the palace of Conftantinople *'. Its honours are 
ftill preferved on the medals of the Flavian fa- 



of Conilan- 
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mil jr. Their grateful devotion has placed the chap. 
monogram of Ghrift in the midft of the enPigns of ^x- 
Rome. The folemn epithets of, fafety of the re- 
public, glory of the army, reftoration of public 
happinefs, are equally applied to the religious 
and military trophies; and there is ftill extant a 
medal of the emJ>eror Conftantius , where the 
Aandard of the labarum is accompanied with thefe 
memorable words. By this sign thou shalt 
C0Ng,UER '•. 

II. In all occalions of danger or diftrefs, it was The diream 
the practice of the primitive Chriftians to fortify 
their minds and bodies by the fi^n of the crofs, 
which they ufed, in all their ecclefiaftical rites, in 
all the daily occurrences of life, as an infallible 
prefervative againft every fpecies of f|)iritual or 
temporal evil *\ The authority of the church 
might alone have had fufficient weight to judify 
the devotion of Conftantine , who in the fame 
prudent and gradual progrefs acknowledged the 
truth, and alTumed the fymbol, of Chriftianity. 
But the tcftimony of a contemporary writer, who 
in a formal treatife has avenged the caufe of reli- 
gion, beftows on the piety of the emperor a more 
awful and fublime character. He affirms with the 
moft perfect confidence, that in the night which 
preceded the laft battle againft Maxentius, Con- 
ftantine was admonished in a dream to infcribe 
the shields of his foldiers with the uleflial fign of 
God^ the facred monogram of the name of Chrift; 
that he executed the commands of heaven, and 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded by 
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CHAP, the dccifive victory of the Milvian bridge. Some 
^^:. confiderations might perhaps incline a fceptical 
mind to fufpect the judgment or the veracity of 
the rhetorician, whofe pen, either from zeal or 
intercft, was devoted to th* caufe of the prevail- 
ing faction *'. He appears to have published his . 
deaths of the perfecutors at Nicomedia about three 
years after the Roman victory ; but the interval 
of a thoufand miles, and a thoufand days, will 
allow an ample latitude for the invention of de- 
claimers, the credulity of party, and the tacit 
approbation of the emperor himfelf ; . who might 
liften without indignation to^ a marvellous -talc^ 
which exalted his fanie^ and promoted^his defigns. 
In favour of Licinius, who dill diflembled his 
animofity 'to the Chrii^ians, the fame author has 
provided a fimilar vifion, of a forifi of prayer, which 
was co^nmunicated by an angel, and repeated by 
the whole army before they engaged the legions 
of th» tyrant Maximin. *The frequent repetition 
of miracles ferves- to provoke ^ where it does not 
fubdue, the reafon of mankind *' ; but if the dream 
of Conftantine is feparately confideied, it may be 
naturally explained either by thu policy or the 
cnthufiafm- of the emperor. Whilft his anxiety for 
the approaching day, which muft decide the .fate 
of the empire, was fufpended by a .^hort and in* 
terrupted slumber, the venerable form of Chrift, 
and the well-known fyrabol of hi^ religion, might 
I forcibly offer themfelves to the active fincy of a 
prince who reverenced the name, and had perhaps 
fecretly implored the power, of the God of the 

Ghriftians. 
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Chriftians. As readily might a confummate ftatef- chap. 
man indulge .himfelf in the ufe of one of thofe ^^• 
military ftratagems, one of thofe pious frauds, ^ 
which Philip and Sertorius had employed with 
fuch art and effect **. The prs^ternatural origin of 
dreams was univerfally admitted by the nations of 
antiquity, and a confiderable part of the Gallic 
army was already prepared to place their confiden- 
ce in the falutary fign of the Chriftian religion 
Thefecretvifion of Conftantine could be difproved 
only by the event; and the intrepid hero who 
had paffed the Alps and the Apennine , might 
view with carelefs defpair the Confcquences of a 
defeat undfT the walls of ^Rome. The fenate and 
people, exulting in their owmdeliverance from an 
odious tyrant , acknowledged that the victory of 
Conftantine furpaffed the powers of man, without 
daring to infinuate that it 'had been obtained by » • 
the protection, of the Gods. Tht triumphal arch, 
which was erected about three years after the 
event, procljiims, in ambiguous language, that, by 
.the greatnefs of his own mind, and by an infiinct 
or impulfe of the Divinity, he had favcd and 
avenged the Roman republic **. The Pagan orator, 
>vho had' feized an earlier opportunity of celebra- 
ting the virtues of the conqueror, fuppofes that 
.he alone enjoyed a fecret and intimate commerce 
with the Supreme Being, who delegated the care 
of mortals to his fubordinatc deities; and thua 
afligns a very plaufible- reafon why the fubjecrs of 
vConflantine should not prefume xo embrace the - 
new reli^ioti of their fovereign **. 

. Vol. m. ' O 
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CHAP. HI. The philofophcr, who with calm fufpicion 
XX. examines the dreams and omens, the miracles and 
Mc^o^fa prodigies, of profane or even of ecclefiaftical 
crofs in hiftory , will probably conclude , that if the eyes 
the s^y. ^£ ^jjg fpectators have fometimes been deceived 
by fraud, the undef (landing of the readers has 
much more frequently been infulted by fiction. 
Every event, or appearance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture, has been rashly afcribed to the immediate 
action of the Deity; and the aftonished fancy of 
the multitude has fometimes given shape and co- 
lour, language and motion, to the fleeting but 
uncommon meteors of the air *^ Nazarius and 
Eufebius are the twp moft celebrated orators, who 
in ftudied panegyrics have laboured to exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the Roman 
A. D. 3ai. victory,^ Nazarius *' defcribes an army of divine 
warriors, who feemed to fall from the sky: he 
marks, their beauty , their fpirit , their gigantic 
forms, the ftream of light which beamed from 
their celeftial armour, their patience in fuffering 
themfclves to be heard, as well as feen, by mortals; 
and their declaration that they were fent, that they 
fiew, to the affiftance of great Conftantine. For the 
truth of this prodigy, the Pagan orators appeals to 
the whole Gallic nation, in whofe prefence he 
was then fpeaking ; and feems to hope that the 
- ancient apparitions *^ would now obtain credit 
from this recent and public event. The Chriftian 
A. D.S38' fable of Eufebius, which, in the fpace of/twenty- 
fix years, might arife from the original dream, is 
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caft in a much more correct ai)d elegant mould. In cha^. 
one of the marches of Conftantine, he is reported ^' 
to have feen with, his own eyes the luminous 
trophy of the crofs , placed above the meridian 
fun, and infcribed with the following words: By 
THIS, CONQ^UER. This amazing object in *the ^ky 
aftonij^hed the whole ^rmy, as well as the emperor 
himfelf, who was yet undetermipcd in the choice 
of a religion ; but his aftonishment was converted 
into faith by the vifion of the enfuing night. Chrift 
appeared before his eyes; and difplaying the fame 
celeftial fign of the crofs, he directed Conftantine 
to frame a fimilar ftandard, and to march, with 
an ^ffurance of victory, againft Maxentius and 
all his enemies *'. .The learned bishop of C?efarea 
appears to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery^ 
of this marvellous anecdote would excite fome 
furprife and diftruft among the moft pious of his 
readers. Yet, inftead of afcertaining the precife 
circumftances of time and place , which always 
ferve to detect falfehood, or eftablish truth *'; 
inftead of collecting and recording the evidence 
of fb many living witneffes, who muft have been 
fpectators of this ftupendous miracle '* ; Eufebius 
contents himfelf with alleging a very (ingular tefti- 
mony; that of the deceafed Conftantine, who, 
many years after the event , in the freedom of 
converfation , had related to him this extraordi- 
nary incident of his own life, and had attefted the 
truth of it by a folemn oath. The prudence and 
gratitude of the learned prelate forbade him to^ 
fufpect the veracity of bis victorious mafter; but 
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CHAP, lie plainly intimates, that, in a fact of fuch a 
nature , he should have refufed his aflent to any 
meaner authority. This motive of credibility could 
not furvive the power of the Flavian family ;/ and 
the celoftial fign, which the Infidels might after- 
wards deride ", wasdifregardedby the'Chriftians of 
the age which immediately followed the converfion 
of Conftantine **• But the Catholic church, both^ 
of the Eaft and of the Weft, has adopted a 
prodigy which favours, or feems to favour, the 
popular worship of the crofs. The vifion of Con- 
ftantine maintained an honourable place in the 
legend of fuperftition , till the bold and fagacious 
fpirit of criticifm prefumed to depreciate the 
triumph , and to arraign the truth , of the firft 
Chriftian emperor ", 
The coil. The proteftant and philofophic readers of the 
co'niten **^ prefent age will incline to believe, that, in the ac- 
ti'iie might count of his own converfion, Conftantine attefted 
be fiocerc. jj wilful falfehood by a folemn and deliberate per- 
jury. They may not hefitate to pronounce, that, 
in the choice of a religion, his mind was determined 
only by a fenfe of intcreft; and that (according to 
the"~expreffion of a profane poet **) he ufed the 
altars of the church, as a convenient footftool to 
the throne of the empire. A conclufion fo harsh 
and fo abfolu^ is not, however, warranted by 
bur knowledge of human nature, of Conftantine, ^ 
or of Chriftianity. In an age of religious fervour, 
the moft' artful ftatefmen arc obferved to feel fomc 
' part of the enthufiafm wHich they infpire ; and the 

itioft orthodox faints alfume the dangerous privi- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 213 

lege of defending the caufe of truth by the arms of chap, 
deceit and falfehood. Pcifonal intcreft is often the ^^^ 
ftandard of our belief, as well as of our practice ; 
and the fame motives of temporal advantage vrhich 
might influence the public conduct and profeflions 
of ConlUatine, would inCfcufibly difpofe his mind 
to embrace a religion fo propitious to his fame 
and fortunes. His vanity was gratified by the 
flatteripg affurance, that he had been chofen by 
Heaven to reign over the e^rth ;* fuccefs had 
juftitied his divine title to the throne , and that 
title was founded on the truth of the Chriftiaa 
revelation. As real virtue is fometimes excited by 
undeferved applaufe , the fpecious piety of Con- 
ftantine, if at firft it was only fpecious, might 
gradually, by the influence of praife, of habit^ 
and of example, be matured into ferious faith and 
fervent devotion. The bishops and teachers of the 
new feet, whofe drefs and manners had not 
qualified them for the refidence of a court , were 
admitted to the Imperial table; they accompanied 
the monarch in his expeditions ; and the afcen-> 
dant which one of them , an Egyptian or a Spa* 
niard '*, acquired over his mind, was imputed by 
the Pagans to the effect of magic '*. Lactantius„ 
who has adorned the precepts of the gofpel with 
the eloquence of Cicero ''; and Eufebius, who 
has confecrated the learning and philofophy of 
thp Greeks to the fervice of religion ", were both 
received into the friendship and familiarity of their 
fovcreign: and thofe able mailers of controverfy 
could patiently watch the foft and yielding mo^ 
• O 3 
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CHAP, ments of perfuafion, and dexterously apply the 
^^' arguments which were the beft adapted to his 
character and underftanding. Whatever advantages 
might be derived from the acquifition of ai\ Impe- 
rial profelyte , he Was diftinguished by the fplen- 
dour of his purple, rather than by the fuperiority 
of wifdom or virtue , from the many thoufands of 
his fubjects who had embraced the doctrines of 
Chriftianity. Nor can it be deemed incredible, 
that the mind of an unlettered foldier should havo 
yielded to the weight of evidence , which , in a 
more enlightened age, has fatisfied or fubdued 
the reafon of a Grotius, a Pafcal., or a Locke. In 
the midft of the inceffant labours of his great offi- 
ce, this foldier employed, or affected to employ, 
the hours of the night in the diligent* ftudy of 
the Scriptures, and the compofition of theological 
difcourfes; which he afterwards pronounced in the 
prefence of a numerous and applauding audience. 
In a very long difcourfe, which is ftill extant, 
the royal preacher expatiates on the various proofs 
of religion ; but he dwells with peculiar compla- 
cency on the Sybiliine verfes " , and the fourth 
The fourth cclogue of Virgil '\ Forty years before the birth 
Sr ""^ ^^ ^^"^' ^^^ Mantuan bard, as.if infpired by the 
celeftial mufe of Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all 
the pomp of Oriental metaphor, the return of the 
Virgin, the fall of the ferpent, the approaching 
birth of a g'odlike child, the offspring of the great 
Jupiter, who should expiate the guilt of human 
kind, and govern the peaceful univerfe with the 
virtues of his father; the rife and appearance of 
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an heavenly race, a primitive nation throughout the chat. 
world; and the gradual reftoration of the innocence ^^' 
and felicity of the golden age. The poet was 
perhaps unconfdous of the fecret fenfe and object 
of thefd fublime predictions , which have been fo 
unworthily applied to the infant fon of a conful, 
or a triumvir ** : but if a more fplendid , and 
indeed fpecious interpretation of the fourth eclo- 
gue contributed to the converfion of the firft 
Chriftian emperor, Virgil may deferve to be 
ranked among the moft fuccefsful miffionaries of 
the gofpel '*. 

The ^wful myfteries of the Chriftian faith and devotion 
worship were concealed from the eyes of ftrangcrs, "ge/"f*' 
and evfcn of catechumens, with an affected fecrecy, conftan- 
which f^rved to excite their wonder and curiofi- **"'• 
ty '*. But the fevere rules of difcipline which the 
prudence of the bishops had inftituted, were relax* 
cd by the fame prudence in favour of an Imperial 
profelytc, whom it was fo important to allure, by 
every gentle condefcenfion , into the pale of the 
church; and Conftantine was permitted, at Icaft 
by a tacit difpenfation, to enjoy mojl of the privi- 
leges , before he had contracted any of the obliga- 
tions , of a Chriftian. Inftead of retiring from the 
congregation, when the voice of the deacon dif- 
miffed the profane multitude , he prayed with the 
faithful, difputed with the bishops, preached on the 
moft fublime and intricate fubjects of theology, 
celebrated with facred rites the vigil of Eafter, 
and publicly declared himfelf, not only a partaker, ) 

but, in fome meafure, a prieft and hierophant of 
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CHAP, the Chriftian myfteries '*. The pride ofConftandne 
^^ itiight afluine, and his fervices had deferved, fome 
extraordinary diftinction : an ill-timed rigour might 
have blafted the unripened fruits of his converfioa ; 
and if the doors of the church had been.ftrictly 
clofed againft a prince who had deferted the altars 
of the gods, the mafter of the empire would have 
been left deftitute of any form of religious wor- 
ship. In his lail vifit to Rome, he piously 
difclaimed and infulted the fuperftition of his an* 
ceftors, by refuting to lead the military proceffioa 
of the equeftrian order, and to offer the public 
^ vows to the Jupiter of the Capitoline Hill '*. 
Many years before his baptifm and death , Con- 
fiantine had proclaimed to the world, that ^neither 
his perfon nor his image should ever more be feen 
within the walls of an idolatrous^ temple ; while 
he diftributed through the provinces a variety of 
medals and pictures, which reprefented the empe- 
ror in an humble and fuppliant pofture of Chriftian 
devotion *'. 
DeUy ef '^^^ pride of Conftantine, who rchifed thf pri- 
hisbAptifm vileges of a catechumen, cannot eafily be explained 
piolch'of ^^ excufed; but the delay of his baptifm may be 
dtuh. juftified by the maxims and the practice of eccle- 
fiaftical antiquity. The facrament of baptifm '' 
was regularly adminiftered by the bishop himfelf, 
with his aflGdant clergy , in the cathedral church 
of the diocefe, during the fifty days between the 
folemn feilivals of Eailer and Pentecoft; and this 
holy term admitted a numerous band l>f infants 
and adult perfons into the bofom of the church. 
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The difcretion of parents often fufpcnded the bap- c h A F. 
tifm of their children till they could underftand **• 
the obligations which they contracted : the feverity 
of ancient bishops exacted from the new converts • 
a noviciate of two or three years; and the cate- 
chumens themfelves, from difibrent motives of a 
temporal or a fpiritual nature, were feldom impa- 
tient to aflume the character of perfect and initiated 
Chriftians. The facramen$ of baptifm was fuppofed 
to contain a full and abfolute expiation of fm; and 
the foul was inllantly reftored to its original pu- 
rity, and entitled to the promiie of eternal falva- 
tion* Among the. profelytes of Chriftianity, there 
were many who judged it imprudent to precipitate 
a falutary rite , which could not be repeated ; to 
throw away an ineftimable privilege, which could 
never be recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, 
they could venture freely to indulge their paflaons 
in the enjoyment of this world, while they ftill 
retained in their own hands the means of a fure 
and eafy abfolution ^'. The fublime theory of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreffion on the 
heart than on the underftanding of Conftantine 
himfelf. He purfued the great object of his ambi- 
tion through the dark and bloody paths of war 
andt policy ; and, after the victory, he abandoned 
himfdf , without moderation, to the abufe of his 
fortune. Inflead of aflerting his juft fuperiority 
above the imperfect heroifm, and prophane philofo- 
phy of Trajan and the Antonines, the mature age 
of Conllantine forfeited the reputation which he 
had acquired in his youth. As he gradually advan- 



\ 
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CHAP, ced in the knowledge of trutii, he propordonably 
^^' declined in the practice of virtue; and the fanac 
year of his reign in which he convened the council 
of Nice, was polluted by the execution, or rather 
murder, of his eldeft fon. This date is alone 
fufficient to refute the ignorant and malicious 
fuggeftions of Zofimus ^\ who affirms, that, after 
the death of Crifpus, the remorfe of his father 
accepted from the minifters of Chriftianity the 
expiation which he had vainly folicited from the 
Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of Crifpus, 
the emperor could no longer hefitate in the choice 
of a religion ; he could no longer be ignorant 
that the church was polTeffed of an infallible 
remedy, though he chofe to defer the application 
of it, till the approach of death had removed the 
temptation and danger of a relapfe. The bishops, 
whom he fummoned, in his lafl illnefs, to the 
palace of Nicomedia, were edified by the fervour 
with which h^ requefted and received the lacra- 
ment of baptifm , by the folemn proteftation that 
the remainder of his life should be worthy of a 
difciple of Chrift , and by his humble refufal to 
wear the Imperial purple aftei^ he had been clothed 
in the white garment of a Neophyte. The example 
and reputation of Conftantine feemed to coun- 
tenance the delay of baptifm '*. Future tyrants were 
encouraged to believe, that the innocent blood 
which they might shed in a long reign would 
inftantly be washed away in the waters of regene- 
Tation 9 and the abufe of religion dangerously 
undermined the foundations of moral virtue. 



ity. 
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The gratitude of the church has exalted the CHAf. 
virtues and excufed the faih'nes of a crencrous ^ ^^" 
patrpn, who leated Chnltianity on the throne of tionof 
the Roman world; and the Greeks, who celebrate chnftian- 
the feftival of the Imperial faint, feldom mention 
the name of Conftantine without adding the title\ 
of equal to the Apoftks ^\ Such a comparifon, if it 
alludes to the character of thofe divine miffionaries, 
muft be imputed to the extravagance of impious 
flattery. But if tlie parallel is confined to the extent 
and number of their evangelic victories, the fuccefs 
of Conftantine might perhaps equal that of the 
Apoftles themfelves. By the edicts of toleration, 
he removed the temporal difadvantages which had 
hitherto retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity; and 
its active and numerous minifters received a free 
permiffion, a liberal encouragement, to recommend 
the falutary truths of revelation by every argu- 
ment which could affect the reafon or piety of 
mankind. The exact balance of the two religions 
continued but a moment; and the piercing eye of 
ambition and avarice foon discovered , that the 
profeflion of Chriftianity might contribute to the 
intereft of the'prefent, as well as of a future, life '*. 
The hopes of wealth and honour?^ the example of 
an emperor, his exhortations, his irrefiftible fmiles, 
diffilfed conviction among the venal and obfequi- 
ous crowds AVhich ufually fill the apartments of a 
palace. The cities which fignalized a forward zeal, 
by the voluntary deftruction of their temples, were 
diftinguished by municipal privileges, and rewarded 
with. popular donatives; and the new capital of 
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CHAP, the Eafl gloried in the fingular advantage, that 
^^* Conftantinople was never profaned by the worship 
of idols ". As the lower ranks of fociety are 
governed l?y imitation, the converiion of tbofe 
who poGFeffed any eminence of birth, of power, or 
of riches, was foon followed by dependent multi- 
tudes '*. The falvation of the common people was 
purchafed at an eafy rate, if it^be true, that, in 
one year, twelve thoufand men were baptized at 
Rome, bcfides a proportionable number of women 
and children ; and that a white garment , with 
twenty pieces of gold, had been promifed by the 
emperor to every convert ''• The powerful influen- 
ce of Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the 
narrow limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
education which he bellowed on his fons and 
nephews, fecured to the empire a race of princes, 
whofe faith was ftill more lively and fincere, as 
they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpiric, 
or at leaft the doctrine , of Chriftianity. War and 
commerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpel 
■ beyond the confines of the Roman provinces ; and 
the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble and 
profcribed feet, foon learned to efteem a religion 
which had been fo lately embraced by the greatefl 
iDonarch and the moft civilized nation of the glo- 
be '*. The Goths and Germans, who enlifted 
under the ftandard of Rome, revered the crofs 
which glittered at the head of the legions , and 

» their fierce countrymen received at the fame time 

the leffons of faith and of humanity. The kings of 
Iberia and Armenia worshipped the God of their 
protector ; and their fubjects, who have invarliaby 
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preferved the name of Chriftians, foon formed a chap* 
lacred and perpetual connection with their Roman ^^' 
brethren. The Chriftians of Perfia were fufpected, 
in time of War, of preferring their religion to their 
country; but as long as peace fubfifted betweeir 
the two empires, the perfecuting fpirit of the 
Magi was effectually reftrained by the interpofi- 
tion of Conftantine ''. The rays of the gofpel 
illuminated the coafl; of India. The colonies of 
Jews, who had penetrated into Arabia and Ethio- 
pia '*, oppofed the progrefs of Chriftianity; but 
the labour of the miflionaries was in fome mea- 
fure fadlitated by a previous knowledge of the 
Mofaic revelation; and Abyffinia flill reveres the 
memory of Frumentius, who, in the time of Con- ^ 
ftantine, devoted his life to the convcrfion of 
thofe fequeftered regions. Under the reign of his 
fon Conftantius, Theophilus ^% who was himfelf 
of Indian extraction, was invefted with the double 
character of arobaffador and bijhop. He embarked 
on the Red Sea with two hundred horfes of the 
pureft breed of Cappadocia , which were fent by 
the emperor to the prince of the Sab^eans, or 
Homerites. Theophilus was entrufted with many 
other ufeful or curious prefents, which might raife 
the admiration, and conciliate the friendship, of 
the Barbarians; and he fuccefsfully employed 
feveral years in a paftoral vifit to the churches of 
the torrid zone '*. 
The irrefiftible power of the Roman emperors ^*"6* o^ 

,.^, i-i' ij the nation- 

was dilplayed in the important and dangerous air^hgion. 

change of the national religion. The terrors of a 
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military force filenced the faint and unfupported 
murmurs of the Pagans , and there was reafon to 
expect, that the cheerful fubmiflion of the Chriftian 
clergy, as well as people, would be the refult of 
confciencc and gratitude. It was long fince efta- 
blished, as a fundamental maxim of the Roman 
conftitution, that every rank of citizens were alike 
fubject to the laws , and that the care of religion 
was the right as well as duty of the civile magi- 
firate. Cohftantlne and his fuccedors could not 
eafily perfuade themfelves that they had forfeited, 
by their converfion, any branch, of the Imperial 
prerogatives, or that they, were incapable of giving 
laws' to a religion which they had protected and 
embraced. The emperors ftill continued to exe^;cife 
a fupreme jurifdiction over the ecclefiaftical order; ' 
and the fixteenth book of the iTheodofian code 
reprefents, under a variety of titles, the authority 
which they affumed in the government of the 
Catholic church. 

But the diftinetion of the fpiritual and temporal 
powers*', which had never been impofed on the.free 
fpirit of Greece and Rome, was introduced and coii- 
firmed by the legal eftablishment of Chriftianity. 
The office of fupreme pontiff, which . from the 
time of Numa to that of Auguftus, had always- 
been exercifed by one of the mofl: eminent of the 
fenators, was at length united to the Imperial 
dignity. The firft magi ftrate of the ftate, as often 
as he was prompted by (uperftition or policy, 
performed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tioQS ** ; nor W4S there any order of priefis , either 
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at Rome or in the provinces, who claimed a more chat. 
facred character among men , or a more intimate -^^^ 
communication with the Gods. But in the 
Chriftian church, which entrufts the fervice of the 
altar to a perpetual fucceflion of confecrated mi- 
nifters , the monarch , whofe fpiritual rank is led 
honourable than that o£ the meanefb deacon, was 
feated below the raiis of the fanctuary , and con- 
founded with the reft of the faithful multitude ". 
The emperor might be faluted as the father of his 
people , but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the fathers of the church ; and the faine marks 
of refpect , which Conftantine had paid to the per- 
fons of faints and conf effort* were foon exacted by 
the pride of the epifcopal order '*. A fccret con-? 
flict between the civil and ecclefiafticat jurifdic- 
tions, embarrafled the operations of the Roman 
government ; and a pious emperor was alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of touching with 3 pro^ 
fane hand the ark of the covenant. The feparation 
of men into the two orders of the clergy and of the 
laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an^ 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Af-^ 
fyria , of Judea , of Ethiopia, df Egypt, and of 
Gaul, derived from a celeftial origin the temporal 
power and podeflions which they had acquired. 
Thefe venerable inftitutions had gradually affimi- 
lated themfclves to the manners and government of 
their refpective countries **; but the oppofition or 
contempt, of the civil power ferved to cement the 
difcipline of the primitive church. The Christians 
had been obliged to elect their own magiftratcs ^ 
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CHAP, to raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue , and to 
*^ regulate the internal policy of their republic by a 
code of laws , which were ratified by the confent 
^ of the people, and the practice of three hundred 
years. When Conftantine embraced the faith of 
the Ghriftians, he feemed to contract a perpetual 
alliance with a diftinct and independent fociety ; 
afid the privileges granted or confirmed by that 
emperor, or by his fucceflbrs, were accepted, not 
as the precarious favours of the court , but as the 
jufl; and inalienable rights of the ecclefiaftical order. 
The Catholic church was adroiniftered by the 
State of the fpiritual and legal jurifdiction of eighteen hundred 
Wihopt bishops '* ; of whom one thouland were feated in 
Chriftiai* the Greek, and eight hundred in the Latin\ pro- 
empcrorf. vinces of the empire. The extent and boundaries 
of their refpectivc diocefcs , had been variously and 
accidentally decided by the zeal and fuccefs of the 
firft miflionaries , by the wishes of the people , and 
by the propagation of the gofpel. Epifcopal 
churches were clofely planted along the banks of 
the Nile, on the fea-coafi: of Africa, in the pro- 
confular Afia , and through the fputhern provinces 
of Italy, The bishops of Gaul and Spain , of 
Thrgce and Pontus, reigned over an ample ter- 
ritory , and delegated their rural fuffragans to exe- 
cute the fubordinate duties of the paftoral office *'. 
A Chriftian dfocefe might be fpread over a pro- 
vince , or reduced to a village ; but all the bishops 
pofTefled an equal and indelible character : . they 
all derived the iame powers and privileges from 
the apolUes , from the people, and from the laws. 

WhUc 
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While the civil and military profeflions were fe- chaPi 
parated by the policy of Conftantine , a new and ^*' 
perpetual order of ecclejiajiical minifter$, always 
refpectable« fometimes dangerous, was eftabiished i 
in the church and ftate. The important review 
of their ftation and attributes may be diftributed 
.under the following he^ds : I. Popular election, 
11. Ordination of the clergy. III. Property* 
IV. Civil jurifdiction. V. Spiritual cen Cures. 
VI. Exercife of public oratory. VIL Privilege 
of legislative aflemblies. 

I. The freedom of elections fubfifted long after t tuttion 
the legal eftablishment of Chriftianity "; and the •^^snopt* 
fubjects of Rome enjoyed in the church the pri- 
vilege which they had loft in the republic, of 
chufing the magiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As foon as a bishop had clofed his eyes^ 
the metropolitan iflued a commiflion to one of 
his fuffragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and 
prepare, within a limited time, the future elec^. 
tion. The right of voting was veftcd in the in- 
ferior clergy, who were beft qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates; in the fenators or 
nobles of the city, all thofe who were diftinguished 
by their rank or property; and finally in the 
whole body of the people, who, on the appointed 
day, flocked in multitudes from the moft remote 
parts of the diocefe **, and fometimes filericed^ by 
their tumultuous acclamations, the voice of reafon, 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe accllimations 
might accidentally fix on the bead of the moft 
deferving competitor; oC fome ancient presbyter, 
VoK IIL P 
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CHAP, fome holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
^^^ for his zeal and piety. . But the epifcopal chair 
was foh'cited , cfpecially in the. great and opulent 
^ cities of the empire, as a temporal, rather than 

as a fpiritual dignity. The interefted views, the 
felfi«h and angry paflions, the arts of pcifidy and 
diflimuiation , the fecret corruption , the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of election in the common- 
wealths of Greece and Rome, too often influenced 
the choice of the fucceflbrs of the apoftles. While 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of his 
family , a fecond allured his judges by the deli- 
cacies of a plentiful table , and a third , more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to share the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of his facri- 
legious hopes '*. The civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
laws attempted to exclude the populace from this 
folemn aild important tranfaction. The canons 
of ancient difcipline, by requiring feveral epif- 
copal qualifications of age, (lation, etc. reftrained 
in fome roeafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
electors. The authority of the provincial bishops , 
who were afTerabled in the vacant church to con- 
feciatc the choice of the people, was intcrpofed to 
moderate their paflions, and to correct their mif- 
takes. The bishops could refufe to ordain an 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
factions fometimes accepted (heir impartial medi* 
ation. The fubmifCon , or the refiftance of the 
clerjry and people, on various occafions, afforded 
different precedents , which were infenfibly con* 
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verted into pofiti ve laws , and provincial cuftoms " : c H a i*. 
but it was every where admitted , ^s a fundamental ^''^• 
maxim oF religious policy , that np bishop eould 
be impofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confent of its members. The emperors, as the 
guardians of the public peace, and as the firft 
citizens of Rome and Conftantinople , might ef- 
fectually declare their wishes in thf choice of a 
primate: but thofe abfolutc monarchs refpected 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical el(jctions ; and while 
they diftributcd and refumed the honours of the 
ftate and army, they allowed eighteen hundred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fuffrages of the people **. 
It was agreeable to the dictates of juftice, that 
thefe magiftrates should not defert an honourable 
Ration from which they could not be removed; 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
much fuccefs , to enforce the refidence , and to 
prevent the translation of bishops. The difcipline 
of the Weft was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the Eaft; but the fame paffions which .made thofe 
regulations neceffary, rendered them ineffectual. 
The reproaches which angry prelates have fo 
vehemently urged againft each other,, fcrve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

II. The bishops alone poffeffed the faculty of "• P'<**- 

r . . 1 • ■!• !• • nation of 

JpirituaL generation ; and this extraordinary pri- ^i^^ cUigr. 
vilege might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy *' which was impofed as a virtue, 
as a duty , and a length as a pofitive obligation. 

P % 
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CHAP, The religions of antiquity, which eftablished a 
XX* leparate order of priefts , dedicated a holy race , a 
tribe or faniily to the perpetual fcrvice of the 
Gods *\ Such inftitutions were founded for pof- 
feflion, rather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed , with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their (acred inheritance; and the iiery 
Ipirit of enthufiafm was abated by the cares, the 
pleafures, and the endearments of donieftic life. 
But the Chriftian fanctgary was open to every 
ambitious candidate , who afpired to its heavenly 
promifes, or temporal poffeffions. The office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
ftrenuously exercifed by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
eccliefiaftical profeflion, or who had been felected 
by a difcerning bishop, as the beft qualiHed to 
promote the glory and intercft of the church. 
The bishops*' {till the abufe was reftrained by 
the prudence of the laws) might conftrain- the 
reluctant , and protect the diftreOed ; and the im- 
pofition of hands for ever beftowc^ fome of the 
inoft valuable privileges of civil fociety. The 
whole body of the CathoHc clergy, more nume- 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice , private or public , 
all municipal offices, and all perfonal taxes and 
contributions, which preflfed on their'fellow-citizens 
with intolerable weight; and the duties of their 
holy-profeffion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic ^*. Each 
bishop acquired an abfolutc and indefeafible right 
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to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whom he chap. 
ordained,: the clergy of each epifcopal church, ^** 
with its dependent parishes , formed a regular and 
permanent fociety ; and the cathedrals of Con* 
ftantinople *' and Carthage ** maintained their pe- 
culiar eftabh^hment of five hundred ecclefiadical 
minifters. Their ranks *' and numbers were in- 
(enfibly multiplied by the fuperftition of the times, 
which introduced into the church the fplendid 
ceremonies of a Jewish or Pagan temple ; and a 
long train of priefts, deacons, fub- deacons, aco- 
lythes, exorcifts, readers, fingers, and^ door* 
keepers, contributed, in their refpective (lations, 
to fwell the pomp and harmony of religious 
worship. The clerical name and privilege were 
extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
fupported the ecdefiaftical throne '**• Six hun* 
dred parabolani^ or adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred copiau^ or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at Conftantinople ; and 
the fwarms of monks, who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and .darkened the face of the Chriftiaii 
world. • 

111. The edict of Milan fecured the revenue as - in. ?ro. 
well as the peace of the church "*. The Chriftians Jln^'ji,, 
not only recovered the lands and houfes of which 
they had been (dipped by the perfecuting laws of 
Diocletian , but they acquired a perfect title to all 
the poifeflBons which they had hitherto enjoyed 
by the connivance of the magiftrate. As foon as 
Chriflianity became the religion of the emperor 
and the empire, the national clergy might claim 
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CF^p. a decent and honourable maintenance: and the 
^^ payment of an annual tax might have delivered 
the people from the more o^reflSve tribute , 
which fuperftition impofes on her votaries. But 
as the wants and expences of the church encreafcd 
wifh her profpeiity, the ecclefiaftical order wiis 
ftill fupportcd and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 

A. D. 32T. edict of Milan, Conflantine granted to all his 
fubjects the free and univerfal permiflion of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church *** ; and their devout liberality » which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftream at the hour 
of their death. The wealthy Chriftians were 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign. 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa- 
trimony, may be charitable without merit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he should 
purchafe the favour of heaven , if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious; and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic. The fame meffenger who carried over 
to Africa the head of Maxentius, might be en- 
trufted with an epiftle to Caecilian , bishop of 
Carthage. The emperor acquaints him, that the 
/treafurers of the province are directed to pay into 
his hands the fum of three thoufand foUes ^ or 
eighteen thoufand pounds fterling, and to' obey 
* his farther requifitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and IVlauritania "\ 
The' liberality of Conftantine encreafed in a juft 
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proportion to his faith , and to his vices. He 
aflign^d in each city a regular allowance of corn , 
to fupply the fund of ecclefiadical charity; and 
the perfons of both fexe» who embraced the mo- 
nadic hfe, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria , Jerufalem , Conftantinople , etc. dif- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince , am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the ,pcrfect 
labours of antiquity *'*. The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was (imple and oblong; though 
they might fometimes fwell into the shape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofs. The timbers were framed for the moft 
part of cedars of Libanus; the roof was covered 
with tiles, perhaps of gilt brafs; and the walls, 
the columns, the pavement, were incrufted with 
variegated marbles. The molt precious orna- 
ments of gold and filvcr , of filk and gems , were 
profufely dedicated to the fervice of the altar; 
and this fpeci'ous magnificence 'was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis of landed property. 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juftinian ,\ the eighteen 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 
and people. An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be reafonably afligned to the 
bi^^hops, who were placed at an equal diftance 
between riches and poverty '*' , but the flandard 
of their wealth infenfibly rofc with the dignity 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
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iCHAP. An authentic but -imperfect '*' rent^^roU fpecifict 
^^ fome houfes, sHops, gardens, and farms , which 
belonged to the three Bqfilica of Rome , St. Peter , 
St. Paul, and St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy , Africa , and the £aft. They produce , 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, arc- 
matics, etc. a clear annual revenue of twenty* 
two thoufand pieces of gold , or twelve thouland 
pounds fterling. In the age of Conftantine and 
Juftinian, the bishops no longer poifeflTed, perhaps 
they no longer deferved, the unfufpecting confi- 
^ dence of their clergy and people. The eccle*- 
fiaftical revenues of each diocefe were divided into 
four parts i for -the refpective ufes, of the bishop 
))imfelf, of his inferior clergy, of the poor, and 
of the public worships and the abufe of this 
iacred trufl was ftrictly and repeatedly check- 
ed '*^« The patrimony of the church was ftill 
fubject to all the public impofitions of the ftate ''*. 
The clergy of Rome, Alexandria, Theflalonica > 
etc. might folicit and obtain fome partial exemp* 
tions; but the premature attempt of the great 
council of Rimini , which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully refilled by the ton of 
Conftantine "\ 

IV. CivH 1V» The Latin clergy , who erected their tri. 

ivrifiue- buual on the ruins of the civil and common law» 
have modeftly accepted as the gift of Conftan. 
tine '", the independent jurifdiction which was 
the fruit of time, of accident, and of their own 
induflxy. But the liberality of the Chriftian era-^ 
perors had actually endowed them with fome legal 
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pi'^ogatives , v^hich fecured and dignified the c H A f. 
(acerdotal character *". i. Under a defpotic ^^^ 
government, the bisho|>9 alone enjoyed and at 
ferted the ineftimable privilege of being tried 
only by their peers ,• and even in a capital accufa- 
tion , a fynod of their brethren were the fole 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a tri* 
bunal 9 unlefs it was inflamed by perfonal refent- 
ment or religious difcord, might be favourable , 
or even partial to the facerdotai order: but Con- 
ftantine was fadsfied "*, that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal : and the 
Nicene council was edified by his public declara* 
tion, that if he furprifcd a bi^hop in the act of 
adultery, he should cafl his Iipperial mantle over 
the epifcopal fmnen 2. The domeftic jurifdiction 
of the bishops was at once a privilege and a 
reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whofe , civil 
caufes were decently withdrawn from the cog* 
nizance of a fecular judge. Their venial offences 
were not expofed to the shame of a public trial or 
punishmeait;; and the gentle correction, which 
the tendernefs of youth may endure from its pa« 
rents or inftructors , was inflicted by the temperate 
fcverity of the bishops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufficiently 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial profeffion , the Roman magiftrate 
drew thefword of juflice, without any regard to 
ccclefiaflical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the bishops was ratified by a pofitive law; and 
the judges were inilructed to execute, without 
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CHAP, appeal or delay, the eplfcopal decrees, whofe va- 
^^^ lidity had hitherto depended on the cbnfent of the 
parties. The converfion of the magiftrates them* 
felves , and of the whole empire , mi^ht gradually 
renaove the fears and fcruples of the Chriftians. 
But they ftill reforted to the tribunal of the bi- 
fhops, whofe abilities and integrity they dfteemed; 
and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the fatisfactio^ 
of complaining that his fpiritual functions were 
perpetually interrupted by the invidious labour of 
dedding the claim or the pofleflion of filver and 
gold , of lands and cattlie. 4. The ancient privi* 
lege of fanctuary was transferred to the Ghriftiaa 
temples , and extended , by the liberal piety of the 
younger Theodofius, to the precincts of confecrated 
ground "'. The fugitive , and even guilty, fup- 
pliants, were permitted to implore, either the 
juftice, or the mercy, of the Deity and his mi- 
nifters. The rash violence of defpotifm was fuf- 
pended by the mild interpofition of the church; 
and the lives or fortunes of the mod eminent 
fubjects might be protected by the mediaition of 
the bishop. 
V. Spirit V- The bi^shop was the perpetual ccnfor 'of the 
tuaiceu- morals of his people. The difcipline of penance 
was digefted anto a fyftem. of canonical lurifpru- 
dence "*, which accurately defined the duty of 
private or public confeflGon , the rules of evidence,, 
the degrees of guilt , and the meafure of punish- 
ment. It was impoflible to execute this fpiritual 
ccnfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, who/punished the 
oblcure fins of the multitude, refpected the con- 
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fpicuous vices and de(\ructivc crimes of the ma- CHAl?; 
giftratc : but it was impoflfible to arraign the conduct *^* 
of the magiftratc , without controuling the admini- 
ftration of civil government. Some confideratton$ 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, protected the facred 
perfons of the emperors from the «eal or refent- 
inent of the bishops; but they boldly cenfurcd 
and excommunicated the fubordinate tyrants ,• who 
were not invcfted with the majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the mi- 
nifters of Egypt; and the interdict which he pro- 
nounced, of fire and water, was folemnly tranf- 
mitted to the churches of Cappadocia **^ Under 
the reign of the younger Theodofius, the police 
and eloquent Synefius, one of the defcendants of 
Hercules '" , filled the epifcopal feat of Ptolemaic, 
near the ruins of ancient Cyrene "', and the phi- 
Jofophic bishop fupported , with dignity, the cha- 
racter which -he had aflumed with reluctance "\ 
He vanquished the iponfter of Libya, the prefi- 
dent Andronicus, who abufed the authority of a 
venal office , invented new modes of- rapine and 
torture, and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion 
by that of facrilege "*. After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haughty magiftrate by niild and 
religious admonition, Synefius proceeds to inflict 
the laft fentence of ccclefiaftical juftice "* , which 
devotes Andronicus , with his aflbciates and their 
families, to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impcttftent finners , more cruel than Phalaris 
6r Sennacherib , more deftructive than war , pefti- 
lence , or a cloud of locufts , are deprived of the 
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CHAP, name and privileges of Chriftians/of the partici* 
XX. pation of ihe (acraments , aad of the hope of 
Faradife. The bishop exhorts the clergy, the 
niagiftrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
vrith the enemies of Chriil; to exclude them from, 
their houfes and tables; and to refufe them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites o£ 
burial. The church of Ptolemai^, obfcure and 
contemptible as she may appear, addrefles this 
declaration to all her fifter churches of the world ; 
and the profane who reject her decrees, will be 
involved in. the guilt and punishment of-Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe fpiritual 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court; the trembling prefident 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de- 
fcendant of Hercules, enjoyed the fatisfaction of 
raifmg a prpftrate, tyrant from the ground "*. 
Such principles and luch examples infenfibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the Roman pontififs^ who 
have trarapkd on the necks of kings. 
VI. Free- VI. Ev€jy popular government has experienced 
puiTuc^^ the effects of rude or artificial eloquence. The coldeft 
preaching, nature \s animated , the firmed reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfe ; 
and each hearer is affected by his own paflions, 
and by, thofe of the furrounding qiultitude. The 
ruin of civil liberty had filenced the demagogues 
of Athens, and the tribunes of Rome; thecuftom 
of preachipg, which feenps to conftitute a con- 
fiderable part of Chriftian devotion, had not; been 
introduced into the temples of antiquity ; and the 
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ears of nionarcbs were never iavaded by the harsh OHAi*. 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of *^* 
the em'pire Were filled with facred orators, wko 
pofTefled foiine advantages unknown to their pro« 
fane predecelTors '*^ The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed , with equal 
arms , by skilful and refolute antagonifts ; and 
the caufe of truth and reafon^ might derive aa 
accidental fupport from the conflict of hoftile 
paflions. The bishop, or fome diflinguished pref* 
byter, to whom he cautiously delegated the powers 
of preaching, harangued , without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmiflive multitude^ 
whofc minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful ceremonies of religion. Such was the 
ftrict fubordination of the catholic church , that 
the fame concerted founds might ifTue at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
were tuned *** by the mafter hand of the Roman or 
Ale^Kandrian primate. The defign of this infti* 
tution was laudable, but the fruits were not always 
lalutary. The preachers recommended the prac* 
tice of the focial duties; but they exalted the 
perfection of monaftic virtue, which is painful to 
the individual , and ufelefs to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a fecret wish, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage the 
wealth of the faithful , for the benefit of the poor. 
The mod fublime reprefentations of the attributes 
and laws of the Deity were fullied by an idle 
mixture of metaphyseal fubtlcties , puerile rites , 
and fictitious miracles : and they expatiated , with 
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dHAP. the tnoft fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
^** hating the adverfaries , and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diftracted by herefy anjd fchifm , the facred orators 
founded the trumpet , of difcord , and perhaps of 
fedition. The underftandings of their congre- 
gations were perplexed by myftery, their paflTions 
were inflamed by invectives: and they rushed 
from the Chriftian temples of Antioch or Alexan- 
dria, prepared either to fuflFer or to inflict martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language is 
flrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
the Latin bishops; but the compofitions of Gre- 
gory and Chryfoflom have been compared with 
the moft fplendid models of Attic , or at teafl of 
Afiatic, eloquence "'. 
VII. Pmi- VII. The reprefentatives of the Chriftian rc- 
legeof le- public Were regularly affembled in the fpring and 
ftmbiils. autumn of each year : and thefe fynods diffufed 
the (pirit of ecclefiaflical difcipline and legislation 
through tha hundred and twenty provinces of the 
Roman world "'. The archbishop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered , by the laws , to fummon the 
fuflfragan bishops of his province ; to revife their 
conduct,. to vindicate their rights, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were elected by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Kome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople , who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdiction , convened the numerous 
aflembly of their dependent bishops. But the 
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convocation of great and extraordinary, fynods, chap. 
•>vas the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- *^ 
ever the emergencies of the church required this 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bishops, or the deputies of each 
province, wish an order for the ufe of poft-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early period , when Con- A. to. 314, 
ftantine was the protector, rather than the pro- 
felyte , of Chriftianity , he referred the African 
cbntroverfy to the council of Aries; in which the 
bivhops of Yoik, of Trevesr, of Milan , and of 
Carthage , met as friends and brethren , to debate 
in their native tongue on the common intereft of 
the Latin or Weftern church "^ Eleven years 
afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated a. D.3a^» 
affembly was convened at Nice in Bithynia , to 
extinguish , by their final fcntence , the fubtle 
difputes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubjcct 
of the Trinrty. Three hundred and eighteen 
bishops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mafter; the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and feet, 
and denomination , have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons "'; the Greeks 
appeared in perfon; and the confent of the Latins > 
was exprcffed by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feffion, which lafted about two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfelf (witji the permiflion of the council) 
on a low ftool in the midft of the hall. Conftan- 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
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CRAP, defty: and while he influenced the debates, he 
^^^ humbly profefled that he was the minifter, not 
the judge , of the fucceflbrs df the apoftles , who 
had been eftablished as priefts and as gods upon 
earth "*• Such profound^ reverence of an abfolute 
monarch towards a feeble and unarmed aflembly 
of his own fubjects , can only be compared to the 
refpect with which the fenate had been treated by 
the Roman princes who adopted the policy of 
Auguftus. Within the fpace of fifty years, a 
philofophic fpectator of the vicillitudes of human 
afiairs might have contemplated Tacitus in the 
fenate of Rome » and Conftantine in the council 
of Nice. The fathers of the capitol and thofe of 
the church had alike degenerated firom the virtues 
of their founders; but as the bishops were more 
deeply rooted in the public opinion, they fuflained 
their dignity with more 'decent pride, and fome- 
times oppofed, with a manly fpirit , the wishes of 
their fovereign. The progrefs of time and fuper- 
fiition erazed the memory of the weaknefs, the 
paflion, the ignorance, which difgraced thefe 
ecclefiaftical fynodsi and the Catholic world has 
unanimously fubmitted "* to the infallible decrees 
of the general councils '"• 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Per/ecution of Hercji/. — The Schipn of the Donatifls.^^ 
The Arian Controverfy. — Athanqpus — Dijlracted . 
State of the Church and Empire undeir Conjiantint 
and his Sons. — Toleration of Pa^anifm* 

X H E grateful apptaufe of the clergy h^i chap, 
confecrated the memory of a. prince who 
indulged their paflions and promoted their in- 
tcreft. Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealthy 
honours, and revenge: and the fupport of the 
orthodox faith Was confidered as the moft facred 
and important duty of the civil magiftrate. The 
edict of Milan, the great charter of toleration ^ 
had confirmed to each individual of the Romatl 
world , the privilege of chufmg and profeffing hi$ 
vown religion. But this ineftiniable privilege Was 
foon violated f . with the knowledge of truth ; iht 
emperor imbibed the maxims of perfecution ; and 
the fects which diflented from the Catholic church ^ 
were afflicted and oppreffed by the triumjph o£ 
Chriftianity. ConfEantine eafily believed that th6 
Heretics, who prefumed to difputc his opinions ^ 
or to oppofe his commands, were guilty of the 
moft abfurd and criminal obftinacy; and that ^ 
Veafonable application of moderate feverities might 
vAve thofe unhappy men from the danger of dii 
eveWafting condemnation. Not a momeilt W^s 
loft m excluding the minifters and teachers of the 
. Vol. UL Q 
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CHAP, feparated congregations from 'any share of the 
XXI. rewards and immunities which the emperor had 
fo liberally beftowed on the orthodox clergy. But 
as the fectaries might ftill exift under the cloud 
of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was 
immediately followed by an edict which announced 
their total deftruction \ After a preamble filled 
with paffion and reproach , Conftantine abfolutely 
prohibits the afferablies of the Heretics , and con- 
fifcates their publfc property to the ufe either t)f 
the revenue or of the CathoUc church. The fects 
againft whom the Imperial feverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of 
Samofata ; the Montanifts of Phrygia , who main- 
tained an enthufiaftic fucceflion of prophecy; the 
Novatians, who fternly rejected/ the temporal 
efficacy of repentance ; the Marcionites and Va- 
lentinians, under whofe leading banners the various 
Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had infenfibly rallied; 
and perhaps the Manichseans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artfol compofition 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology *. The defiga 
of extirpating the name, or at leaft of reftraining 
the progrefs of thcfe odious Heretics , was profe- 
cuted with vigour and effect. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the edicts of Diocle- 
tian ; and this method of converfion was applauded 
by the fame bishops who had felt the hand of op- 
preffion , and had pleaded for the rights of huma- 
nity. Two immaterial circumftances may ferve^ 
however , to prove that the mind of Conftantine 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit of zeal 
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and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani. chap. 
chaeans and their kindred fects , he rcfolved to *^** 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclefiaftical counfellors, this'^ 
dehcate coramiffion was entrufte I to a civil 
magiftrate ; whofc learnin;? and moderation he 
juftly efteemed ; and of whofe venal character he 
was probably ignorant '. The emperor wa'i foon 
convinced, that he had too haftily profcribed the 
orthodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians ; who had difTented from the church 
in fome articles of difcipline which were not per- 
haps eflential \o falvation. By a particular edict , 
he exempted them from the general penalties of 
the law *; allowed them to build a church at 
Conftantinople , refpected the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bishop Acefius to the council 
of Nice ; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
of his feet by a familiar jefk ; which , from the 
mouth of a fovcreign, muft have been received 
with applaufe and gratitude \ 

The complaints and mutual accufations which Afriean 
aflailed the throne of Conftantine , as foon as the co«tfo* 
death of Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to bis a. d.su. 
victorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im* 
perfect profelyte. He learned, with furprife, that 
the provinces of that great country, from the 
confines of Gyrene to the columns of Hercules, 
were diftracted with religious difcord '. The 
fource of the divifion was derived from a double 
election in the church of Carthage ; the fecond, ia 
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CHAP, rank and opulence, of the eccIefiaRical thrones of 
^^- the Weft. Csecilian and Majorinus were the two 
ri\^al piimates of Africa; and the death of the 
latter foon made room for Donatus, who, by his 
fuperior abilities and apparent virtues, was the 
firmed fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Cxcilian might claim from the priority of his 
ordination , was deftroyed by the ^illegal , or at 
leaft indecent, hafte, with which it had been 
performed, without expecting the arrival of the 
bishops of Numidia. The authority of thcfe bi- 
shops, who, to the number of feventy, condemned 
C^cilian,, and confecrated Majorinus, is agaia 
Weakened by the infamy of fome of their perfonal 
characters; and by the female intrigues, facrilegi- 
ous bargains, and tumultuous proceedings which 
are imputed to this Nuraidian council '; The 
bishops of the contending factions maintained, 
with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their adver- 
faries were degraded, or at leaft dishonoured, by 
the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scriptures 
to the officers of Diocletian. From their mutual 
reproaches, as well as from the ftory of this dark 
tranfaction , it may juftly be inferred , that the 
late perfecution had embittered the zeal, without 
reforming the manners, of the African Chriftians. 
That divided church was incapable of affording 
an impartial judicature; the controverfy was fo- 
lemnly tried in five fucceffivc tribunals, which' 
were appointed by the emperor; and the whole 
proceeduig, from the firft appeal to the final fen- 
tcnce , lafted above thcee years. A fevere inquifi- 
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tjon, which was taken by the Praetorian vicar, chap* 
and ihe proconful of Africa, the reporKof two *^'' 
epifcopal vifitors who had been fent to ,Caithage, 
the decrees of (he councils of Rome and of Arles» 
and the fupreme judgment of Conftantine himfelf 
in his facred confiftory, were all favourable to the 
caufe of Caecilian ; and he was unanimously ac- 
knowledged by the civil and ecclefnftical powers, 
as the true and lawful primate of Africa The 
honours and eftates of the church were attributed 
to his fufifragan bishops, and it was not without 
difficulty, that Conftantine was fatisfi^ with 
inflicting the punishment of exile on the principal 
leaders of the Donatift faction. As their caufe was 
examined with attention, perhaps it was determin-^ 
ed with juftice. Perhaps their complaint was not 
without foundation , that the credulity of the 
emperor had been abufed by the infidious arts of 
his favourite Ofius. The influence of falfehood 
and corruption might procure the condemnation 
of the innocent, or aggravate the fentence of the 
guilty. Such an act, however, of injuftice, if it 
concluded an importunate difpute, might be num- 
bered among the tranfient evils of a defpotic 
adrainiftration , which are neither felt nor remem- 
bered by pofterity. 

But this incident, fo inconfiderable that it fca^ SchiOn of 
cely deferves a place in hiftory, was productive of ^jftj ^ 
• a memorable fchifm; which afflicted the provinces A,p,ai5. 
of Africa above three hundred years , and was 
extinguished only with Chnftianity itfelf. The 
inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticifm animated 
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CHAP, the Donatifts to refufe obedience to the ufurpem^ 
XXI whofe election they dTpated, and whofe fpiritual 
powers they denied Excluded frooi the civil and 
religious communion of mankind , (hey boldly- 
excommunicated the reft of mankind, who had 
embraced the impious party of Csecilian, and of 
the Traditors, from whom he derived his pretended 
ordination Th- y afferted with confidence, and 
almoft with exultation, that the Apoftolical fuc- 
ceflion was inteirupted ; that aU the bii^hops of 
Europe and Afia were infected by the contagioa 
of guilt«and fchifm ; and that the prerogatives of 
the Catholic church were confined to the chofea 
portion of the Afiican believers, who alone had 
preferved inviolate the integrity of their faith and 
difcipline. Thil rigid theory was fupported by the 
rooft uncharitable conduct. Whenever they acqui* 
red a profelyte, even from the diftant provinces of 
the Eaft, they carefully repeated the facred rites 
of baptifm ' and ordination; as they rejected the 
validity of thofe which he had already received 
from the hands of heretics or fchifmatics. Bishops, 
virgins, and even fpotlefs infants, were fubjected 
to the difgrace of a public penance, before they 
could be admitted to the communion of the Do- 
natifts. If they obtained pofTcffion of a church 
which had been ufed by their Catholic adverfaries, 
they purified the unhallowed building with the 
fame jealous care which a temple of Idols might 
have required. They washed the pavement, fcraped 
the walls, burnt the altar, which was commonly 
of wood, melted the confecrated plate , and caft 
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the Holy Euchartft to the dogs, with every cir- chap. 
cutnftance pf ignominy which could provoke and ^^' 
perpetuate the animofuy of religious factions *. 
Notwithftanding this irreconcilable* averfion, the 
two parties, who were mixed and feparated in all 
the cities of Africa , had the fame language and 
manners, the fame zeal and learning, the fame 
faith and worship. Profcribed by the civil and 
ecclcfiaftical powers of the empire , the Donatifts 
fkill maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four h'ln- 
dred bishops acknowledged the jurifdiction of their 
primate. But the invincible fpirit of the feet •fome- 
times preyed on its own vital.*!; and the bofom of 
their fchifmatical church was torn by inteftine 
divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift bi-hops 
followed the independent flandard of the M:^xi- 
mianifts. The! narrow and folitary path which 
their firft leaders had marked out, continued to 
deviate from the great focicty of mankind. Even 
the imperceptible feet of the Ro,G:atians could af- 
firm, without a blush, that when Chrift should 
defcend to judge the earth, he would find his true 
religion preferved only in a few namelefs villages 
of the Caef^rean Mauritania '*. 

The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined to TheTrini. 
Africa : the more difFufive mifchief of the Trinita- 
rian controverfy fucceflively penetrated into every 
part of the Chriftian world. The former was an 
accidental quarrel , occafioned by the abufe of 
freedom; the latter was a hijrh and myfterious 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy. 

0,4 
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CHAP. From the -age of Conftantine to that of Clovis 
^*^- and' Thcodoric, the temporal interefts both of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply involved ia 
the theological difjJutes of Arianifm. The hiftoriaa 
may therefore be permitted refpectfuUy to with- 
draw the veil of the fanctuary ; and to deduce the 
progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paffion, 
from the fchool of Fiato to the decline and fall of 
the eiApire. 

Thefyftem The gcnius of Plato , informed by his own 
[pf Plato, meditation, or by the traditional knowledee of 

Chrift3(Jo. the priflt'* of xigypt , had ventured to explore 
the myfterious nature of the Deity. When he had 
elevated his mind to the fublime contemplation 
of the lirft felf*exiftent, neceffary caufe of the 
umverfe , ihe Athenian fage was incapable of 
conceiving hoiv the fimple unity of his effence 
could admit the infinite variety of diftinct and 
fucceflive ideas which compofe the model of the 
intellectual world; how a Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfect model, and mould with 
a plaftic hand the rude and independent chaos. 
The vain hope of extricating hirafelf from thefe 
difficulties, which rauft ever opprefs the feeble 
powers of the "human ipind , might induce Plato 
to confidt'r the divine nature under the threefold 

ThcjLO- modification ; of the firft caufe, the reafon or Loposy 
and the foul or fpirit of the univerfe. His poetical 
imagination fometimcs fixed and animated thefe 
meraphyfical abftractions ; the three wchical or 
original principles were reprefented \n the Platonic 
fyftem as three Gods, united with each other by 



GOS. 
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a myRcrious and inefifable generation; and the chap. 
Logos was particularly confidered under the more *^* 
acceflible character pf ihe Son of an Eternal Fa- 
ther, and the Creator and Governor of the world. 
Such appear to have been the fecret doctrines 
which were cautiously whifpere3 in the gardens 
of the academy ; and which, according to the more 
tecent difciples of Plato, could not be perfectly 
landerftood, till after an ailiduous fludy of thirty 
years ". 

The arms of the Macedonians diffufed over Afia taught ia 
and Egypt the language and learning of Greece; of^}^^^*** 
and the theological fyftem of Plato was taught, andna. 
with lefs referve, and peihaps with forae improve- ^^^^ 



II 



luents, in the celebrated fchool of Alexandria 
A numerous colony of Jews had been invited, by 
the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle in iheir new 
capital '*. While the bulk of the nation practifed 
the legal ceremonies, and purfued the lucrative 
occupations of commerce, a few Hebrews, of a 
more liberal fpirit, devoted their lives to religious 
and philofophical contemplation *'. They cultiva. 
ted with diligence, and embraced with ardour, the 
theological fyftem of the Athenian fage. But their 
national pride would have been mortified by a 
fair confeflion of their former poverty : and they 
boldly marked, as the facred inheritance of their 
anceflors., the gold and jewels which they had fo 
lately ftolen from, their Egyptian mafters. One g^^^^^ 
hundred years before the birth of Chrift, a philo- ciiriftioo. 
fophical treatife, which manifeftly betrays the ftyle 
and fentimcnts of the fchool of Plato, was produced 
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CHAP, by the Alexandrian Jews, and unanimou5iIy 
xx^» received as a genuine and valuable relic of the 
infpired Wifdono of Solomon '*. A fimilar unioa 
of the Mofaic faith, and the Grecian philofophy^ 
diftinguishes the woiks of Philo , which were 
compofed , for the moft part,, under the reign of 
Auguftus ". The material foul of the iiniverfe '* 
might offend the piety of the Hebrews : but they 
applied the character of the Logos to the Jehovah 
of Mofe* and the patriarchs ; and the Son of God 
was introduced upon earth under a^ vifible, and 
even human appearance, to perform thofe familiar 
offices^ which feem incompatible wi»h the nature 
and attributes of the Univerfal Caufe '*. 
Revealed The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, 
/^oftie ^^^ authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the 
St. John confent of the Jews and Gretks, were infufficient 
A.D. 97. ^Q eftablish the truth of a myftcrious doctrine, 
which might pleafe, but could not fatisfy, a ra« 
tional mind. A prophet, or apoftle, infpired by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind; and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with 
the philofophical vifions of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycaeum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirmed by 
the celeftial pen of the laft and moft fublime of the 
Evangelifts *'. The Chriftian Revelation, which 
was confummated under the irign of Nerva, dif- 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Logos , who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for 
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^vhom all things had been marie, was incarnate in chaiw 
the perfon of Jefus of N^zarerh ; who had been ^^^* 
born of a virgin, and fuiFeTed death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defign of fixing on ia perpetual 
bafis the divine honours of Chrift, the moft ancient 
and refpectable of the ecclefiaftical wtiters have 
afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular 
intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church *\ 
I. The faith of the Ebionites ** , perhaps of the The 
Nazarenes *' , was grofs and inipeifect. Th y ancrDocer 
revered Jefus as the greateft of the pro[)hets, en- , tes. 
dowed with fupernatural virtue and power. They 
afcribed to his perfon ^and to his future. reign all ' 
the predictions of the Hebrew oracles which relate 
to the fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of the 
promifed Mefliah **. Some of them might confefs 
that he was born of a virgin ; but they obftinately 
rejected the preceding exiftence and divine perfec- 
tions of the Logos ^ or Son of God, which are fo ^ 
clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. John. About 
fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, whofe errors 
are mentioned by Juftin Martyr with lefs feverity y 
than they feem to defer ve *\ formed a very incon- 
fiderable portfon of the Chriftian name. 11. The 
Onoftics, who were diftingui^hed by the epithet 
of Docetts y deviated into the contrary extreme; 
and betrayetl the human, while they aflerted the 
divine, nature of Chrift. Educated in the fchool of 
Plato, accudomed to the fublime idea of the Logos, 
they readily conceived that the brighteft jEon, at 
£manation of the Deity^ might affume the outward 
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CHAP, shape and vifibJe appearances of a mortal **; but 
XXI. they vainly pretended, that the imperfections of 
matter are incompatible with the purity of a cele- 
ftial fubftance. While the blood of Chrift yet 
fmoked on Mount Calvary, the Docete£ invented 
the impious and extravagant hypothefis, that, 
inftead of iffuing from the womb of the Virgin *', 
he had defcended on the banks of the Jordan in 
the form of perfect manhood; that he had impofed 
on the fenfes of his enemies, and of his Hifciples; 
and that the miniftcrs of Pilate had wafted their 
impotent rage on an airy phantom, Vfhofccmcd to 
^ empire on the crofs, and, after three days, to rife 

from the dead **. 
Myfterious The divine fanction, which the Apoftle had 
nature of beftowed ou the fundamental principle of the theo- 
ty. logy of Plato, encouraged the learned profelytes 

of the fecond and third centuri<;s to admire and 
fludy the writings of the Athenian fage, who 
had thus marvellously anticipated one of the moft 
furprifing difcoveries of the Chriftian revelation. 
The refpectable name of Plato was ufed by the 
orthodox *', and abufed by the heretics '*, as the 
common fupport of truth and error : the authority 
of his skilful commentators, and the fcience of 
dialectics, were employed to juftify the. remote 
confcquence of his opinions; and to fupply the 
difcrcet filence of the infpired writers. The fame 
^ fubtle and profound queftions concerning the natu- 
re, the generation, the diftinction, and the equality 
of the three divine perfons of the myfterious Triads 
or Trinity '*, were agitated in the philofophical, 
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and in the Chriftian,. fchools of Alexandria. Ar^ ohap* 
eager fpirit of curiofity urged them to explore, tha ^^'• 
fecrets of the abyfs; and the pride of the profef^ 
fors, and oF their difciples, was fatisfied with thq 
fcience of words. But the moft fagacious of the^ 
Chrifti^n theologians, the great Athanafios him- 
fclf, has candidly confeffed '* , that whenever be 
forced his underftanding to meditate on the divinity 
of the Logos ^ his toilfoaie and unavailing, efforts 
recoiled on themfelve^; that .the more he thought^; 
the lefs he comprehended ; and the more he wrote, 
the lefs capable was he of expreflQng his thoujghts. 
In every ftep of the enquiry, we are compelled to 
feel and acknowledge th^. immeafurable difpropor- 
tion between the fizeof 'the object and the capacity 
of the human mind. We may ftrive to abftract 
the notions of time, of fpace, and of matter, which 
fo clofely adhere to all the perceptions of oui; 
experimental^ knowledge. ; But as foon as we pre-, 
fume to r.eafori of infinite fubftancc, of fpiritual 
generation; as often as, we deduce any pofiitive 
conclufions from a negative idea, we are involved 
in darknefs, perplexity, and ii>p vitable contradiction^ 
As thefe difficulties arife from the nature of the ^ 
fubject, they opprefs , with the fame infuperable 
weight, the philofophic and the theological difpu- 
tant ; but we may obferve two efH^tial and 
peculiar circumftances , which difcriroinated the 
doctrines of the Catholic church from the opinions 
of the Elatonic fchool. 

I. A chofen fociety of philofophers , men of a Zeai of the 
liberal educatioin and curious difppfition, might 
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CHAP, filcntly meditate, and temperately difcufs, in the 
^^^^ gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, 
the abftrufe queftions of metaphyfical fcience. The 
lofty fpecuiations, which neither convinced the 
underftanding , nor agitated the paflion«, o^ the 
Platonifts themfelves, were carelefcly overlooked 
by the idle, the bufy« and even the (ludious part 
of mankind". But after the Logos had been reveal- 
ed as the facred object of the faith, the hope, 
and the religious worship of the Chriftians; the 
nyfterious fyftem was embraced by a numerous 
and increafing multitude in every province of ihe 
Roman world. Thofe perfons who, from their age, 
or fex, or occupations, were the lead qualified to 
judge, who were the lead exercifed in the habits 
of abftract reafoning; afpired to contemplate the 
ceconomy of the Divine Nature : and it is the 
boaft of Tertullian '^, that a Chriftian mechanic 
could readily anfw^rr fuch quefl ons a? had per- 
plexed the wifcft of the Grecian fages. Where the 
fubject lies fo far beyond our reach, the difference 
between the higheft and the lowed of human 
underftandings may indeed be calculated as infi- 
nitely fmall; yet the degree of weaknefs may 
perhaps be meafured by the degree of obftinacy 
and dogmatic confidence. Thefe fpeculations , 
indead of being treated as the amuferaVnt of a 
vacant hour, became the moft ferious bufinefs of 
the prefent, and the moft ufeful preparation for a 
future, life. A theology, which it was incumbent 
to believe, which it was impious to doobr, and 
which it might be dangerous, and even fatal , to 
nnddkc, became the familiar topic of private niedi* 
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tation and popular difcourfe. The coM indiflFerence chap. 
of philofophy was infl2^fned by the fervent fpirit ^^' 
of devotion ; and even the metaphors of common 
language fuggefted the fallacious prejudices of fenfc 
and experience. The Chriftians, who abhorred the 
grofs and impure generation of the Greek mytho- 
logy '\ were tempted to argue from the familiar 
analogy of the filial and paternal relations. The 
character of Son feemed to inaply a perpetual 
fubordination to the voluntary author of his exi- 
ftence '* ; but as the act of generation, in the moft 
fpiritual and abdracted fenfe, muft be fuppofed 
to tranfmtt the properties of a common nature *', 
they durfl: not prefurae to circumfcribe the powers 
or the duration of the Son of an eternal and omni- 
potent Father. Fouifcore years after the death of 
Chrift, the Chriftians of Bithynia declared before 
the tribunal of Pliny, that they invoked him as a 
god : and his divine honours have been perpetuated 
in every age and country, by the various fects ^ 
who affume the name. of his difciples '*. Their 
tender reverence for the memory of Chrift , and 
their horror for the profane wor hip of any created 
being, would have engaged them to aflcrt the 
equal and abfplute divinity of the Logos ^ if their 
rapid afcent towards the throne of heaven had not 
been imperceptibly checked by the apprehenfion of 
violating the unity and fole fupremacy of the great 
Father of Chrift and of the Univerfe. The fufpenfe 
and fluctuation produced in the minds of the Chri- 
ftians by thefe oppofite tendencies, may be obfer^ 
vcd in the writings of the theologians who flourished 
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after the end of the apoftolic age, and feefore the 
origin of the Arian co"htroverfy. Their fufFrage is 
fclairacd , with equal Confidence / by the orthodox 
and by the heretital parties; and the moft inqnifi- 
tive critics have fairly allowed, 'that if they had 
the good fortune of poffeffing the Catholic verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in loofe, 
inaccurate , and fometimcs contradictory lan- 

' IL The devotion of individual* Waiji the firft 
circumftance' which diftinguij^hed the'^ Chuftians 
from the Platonifts: the fccond was the ^authority 
of the church. The difeiples of phllofophy'afferted 
the rights of intellectual freedom, and their refpect 
for the fentiments of therr teachers was a liberal 
and voluntary tribute , which they offered to 
fuperior reafon. But the Chriftians formed a numer- 
ous and difciplined focicty ; and the jurifdiction of 
their laws and magiftrates was ftrictly exercifed 
over the minds of the. faithful. The loofe wander- 
ings of the imagination were -gradually confihed by 
creeds and confeffions **; the freedom of private 
judgment fubmitted to the public wifdom of 
fynods; the authority of a theologian was deter- 
mined by his ecclefiaftical rank; and the epifcopal 
fucceffors of the apoftles inflicted the cenfures of 
the church on thofe who deviated from the ortho- 
dox belief. But iti an age of religious iontroverfy, 
every act •of oppreflron adds new force to the 
claftic vigour of the mind ; and the 2eal or ob'ftmacy 
of a fpiritual rebel was fometimes ftimulated by 
fecret motives of ambition or avarice- A meiha- 

phyfical 
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phyfical argument became the caufe or pretence chap. 
of political eontefts ; the fubtleties of the Platonic ^^^* 
fchool were ufed as the badges of popular factions, 
and the diftance which feparated their refpective 
tenets was enlarged or magnified by the acrimony 
of di jjpute. As long as the dark hercfies of Praxeas 
and Sabellius laboured to confound the Father 
with the Son *', the orthodox party might be ex- 
cufed if th^ adhered more (Irictly and more 
carneftly to tne dijiinction , than to the equality of 
the divine perfons. But as foon as the heat of 
controv^rfy had fubfided , and the progrefs of the 
Sabellians was no longer an object of terror to 
the churches of Rome, of Africa, 01; of* Egypt; 
the tide of theological opinion began to flow \<^ith 
a gentle but fteady n/otion toward the contrary 
extrenae ; and the moft* orthodox doctors allowed 
themfelves the ufe of the terms and definitionus 
which had been cenfured in the mouth of the. 
fectaries **. Afrer the edict of toleration had reftor- 
cd peace and leifure to the Chriftians, the Trini- 
tarian controverfy was revived in the ancient feat 
of Platohifra, the learned, the opulent, the tu- 
multuous ^city of Alexandria; and the flame of 
religious difcord .was rapidly communicated from 
the fchools , to the clergy , the people , the pro- 
vince, and the Eaft. The abftrufe queftlon of the 
eternity of the Logos was agitated in ecclefiaftic 
conferences, and popular fermons; and the hete- 
rodox opinions of Arius *' were foon made public ^^*"•• 
by his own zeal , and by that of his adverfarics. 
His moft implacable adverfarics have acknowledged 
Vol. III. R, 
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OH A p. the learning and blamelefs life of that eminent^ 
^^^•^ presbyter; who, in a former election, had declared, 
and perhaps generously declined, his pretentions 
to the epifcopal throne **. His competitor Alexan- 
der affumed the office of his judge. The important 
caufe was argued before^ himi and if at fi»ft he 
feemed to hefieate, he at length pronounced his 
final fentence, as an abfolute rule of faiih *'. The 
undaunted" presbyter, who prefume^^to refift the 
authority of his angry bishop, was feparated from 
the communion of the church. But the pride of 
Arius was Supported by the applaufe of a numer- 
ous party. He reckoned among his immediate 
followers two bishops of Egypt, feven presbyters, 
twelve deacons, and (what may appear almoft 
incredible ) feven hundred virgins. A large major- 
ity of the bishops of Afia' appeared to fupport or 
fWour his caufe ; and their meafures were con- 
ducted by Eufebius of Caefarea , the mod learned 
of the Chriftian prelates ; and by Eufebius of 
Nicomedia, who had acquired the reputation of 
\ a ftatefman without forfeiting that of a faint. 

\ Synods in Paleftine and Bithynia were oppofed to 
the fynods of Egypt. The attention of the prince 
and people was attracted by this theological dif- 
pute ; and the decifion , at the end of fix years *% 
A.'D. ii^ ^^^ referred to the fupreme authority of the gc- 
-^ 5»^* fieral council of Nice. 

Three ivf- When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were 

<twnsofthe daiigerously expofed to public debate, it might 

Trinity. ^^^ obfcrved , that the human underftanding was 

capabk of forming three diftinct, though imperfect. 
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fyftems , concerning the nature of the Divine chap. 
Trinity; and it was pronounced, that none of *^^' 
thefe fyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were 
exempt from herefy and error *'. I. According Ariiaifm, 
to the firft hypothefis , which was maintained by 
Arius and his difciples, the Logos was a depend* 
ent and fpontaneous production , created from 
nothing by the will of the Father. The Son , by 
whom all things were made **, had been begotten 
before all worlds , and the longed of the aftrono- . , 
mical periods could be compared qply as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of his duration; yet 
this duration was not infinite **, and tfcere had 
been ia time which preceded the ineffable genera- 
tion of the Logos.. On this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father 4iad transfufed his ample fpirit, 
and impreffed the effulgence pf his glory. Vifible 
image of invifable perfection, he faw, at an im- ^ 
meafurable diftance beneath hll feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels: yet he shone only 
with a reflected light, and, like the fons of the 
Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Ccefar or Auguftus ^* , he governed the 
univerfe in obedience to the will of his, Father and 
Monarch. II. In the fecond hypothefis, the Logos Tritheifm. 
poflefled all the inherent , incommunicable per- 
fections , which religion and philofophy appro* 
priate to the Supreme God. Three diftinct and 
infinite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofcd the Divine Eflcnce *'; 
and it would have implied contradiction , that any ' 
of them should not have exifled, or that they 

R % 
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CHAP, should ever ceafc to exift '*. The advocates of a 
*^^ fyftem which feemcd to eftablish three independent 
Deires , attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firfl: Gaufe^ fo confpicuous in the defign and 
order of the worlds by the perpetual concord of 
their adminiftration , and the effential agreement 
ot their wilL A faint refemblance of this unity 
of action may be difcovered in the focieties of 
men, and even of animals. The caufes which 
difturb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfection an(> inequality of their faculties : but 
the oiimipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom andrgoodnefs , cannot fail of chufmg the fame 
means for the accomplishment of the fame /ends. 
sabeUiaii* HI. Three Beings , who , by the felf - derived 
neccflity of their exiftence , poflcfs all the divine 
attributes in the moft perfect degree ;• who are 
eternal in duratioiL| infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately prefent to each other, and to the whole 
univerfe ; irrefiftibly force themfelves on the afto- 
nished mind , as one and the fame Being *' , who , 
in the oeconomy of ^race , as well as in that of 
nature, may manifeft himfelf under different forms, 
and be confidered under different afpects. By 
this hypothefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is re- 
fined into a trinity of names, and abftract modi- 
fications ,_ that fubfift only in the mind which 
conceivfjs them. The Logos is no longer a per- 
fon, but an attribute; and it is only in a figdrative 
fenfe, that the epithet of fon can be applied ta 
the eternal reafon which 'was with God fi bm the 
beginning, ^nA by which ^ not by whom ^ all thingis 
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were made. The incarnation of the Logoi is re- chaf. 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdoni « *-'' 
vrhich filled the foul , and directed all the actions 
of the man Jefus. Thus , after revolving round 
the theological circle, vre are furprifef to find 
that the Sabellian ends yrhere the Ebionite had 
begun ; and that the iqcomprehenfible cnyftery 
vrhich excites our adoration , eludes our enquiry ^\ 

If the bishops of the council of Nicor" had ^J^^^^ 
been permitted to follow the unbiaffed dictate a. d. jif, 
of their conference, Arius and h,is aflb^iates could 
fcarcely have flattered themfelves with the hopes 
of obtaining a majority of votes, in favour of an 
bypothefis fo directly adverfe to the two moll 
popular opinions of the Catholic world. The 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitus^* 
tion, and prudently aflumed thofe models virtues, 
which, in the fury of civil and religious difTen-* 
tions, arc feldom practifed , or even praifcd, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation'; 
urged the incomyrehenfible nature of the contro* 
verfy; difclaimed the qfe of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the fcriptures; 
and offered, by very liberal conccfEons, to fatisfy 
their adverfaries, without renouncing the integrity 

.of their own principles. The victorious faction 

^ received all their propofals with haughty lufpicion ; 

and anxiously fought for fome irreconcileable mark 

of diftinction , the rejection of which might in- 

,volve the Arians in the guilt and confequences of 
herefy^ A letter was publicly read , and ignonu- 
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CHAP, niously torn, in which their patron, Eufebius of 
XXL Nicowedia ^ ingenuously confeffed , that the ad- 

TbcHo- noiflion of the HoMOOUsiON, or Confubflantial ^ 
a word already familiar to the Platonifts, was in- 
compatiifle with the principles of their theological 
fyftem. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
embraced by the bishops , who governed the refci- 
lutions of the fynod; and according to the lively 
cxpreflion of Ambrofe *', they ufed the fword , 
wiiich herefy itfeif had drawn from the fcabbard» 
to cut oflF the head of the hated monfter. The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
eftablished by the council of Nice , and has been 
unanimously received as a fundamental article of 
the Chriftian faith, by the confcnt of the Greeks 
the Latin ^ the Oriental , and the Proteftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not fcrvcd 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics, it would have been inadequate to the purpofc 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties , diftinguished by a contrary ten- 
dency to the fentiments of the Trithcifts and of 
the Sabellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes 
feemed to overthrow the foundations cither of. 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles : 
and to difavow the juft, but invidious, confe- 
quences , which might be urged by their an- 
tagonifls. The intcrcft of the common caufe 
inclined them to join their numbers , and to cdn- 
ccal their differences ; their animofity was foftened 
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by the healing counfels of toleration, and their chap. 
difputes were fufpended by t|ie ufe of the royfte- ^^^* 
rious Homooupon^ which either party was free* to 
interpret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian fenfc, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the countil of Antioch '^ to prohibit 
this celebrated term , had endeared it to thofe 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial 
afifection for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fashionable (aints of the Arian times , the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the church , who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene doctrine, appeai;ed 
to confider the expreflion of fubfiance^ as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of nature ; and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men , as they belong to the fame com« 
mon fpecies, are confubftantial or homooufian to 
each other **• This pure and diftinct equality 
was tempered, on the one hand, by the internal 
connection, and fpirituaL penetration , which in- 
diflblubly unites the divine perfons '* ; and on the . 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged 'as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son '*. Within thefe 
limits the almofi; invifible and tremuloilis ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
either fide , beyond this cOnfecrated ground , the 
heretics and the daemons* lurked in ambush to 
furprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. Buf 
as the degrees of theological hatred depend on the 
fpirit of the war , rather than on the importance 

R4 



i:reeds. 



264 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of the controvcrfy, the heretics who degraded » 
XXI. vrere treated with more feverity than thofe who 
annihilated , the perfon of the Son. The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irreconcileable op. 
pofition to the impious madnefs of the Arians *' ; 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabel- 
lianifro of Marcellgs of Ancyra; and when at laft 
he was compelled to withdraw himfelf from his 
communion, he continued to mention, with an 
ambiguous fmile, the venial errors of his refpect« 
able friend '*. 
Arian The authority of a general council , to which 

the Arians themfelves had been compelled to fub- 
mit , infcribed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the royfterious characters of the word 
ffinmooufion , which eflentially contributed , not- 
withftanding fome obfcure difputes, fome noctur- 
nal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith , or at leaft of language. The 
Confubftantialifts, who, by tjieir fuccefs have de-'^ 
ferved and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the fimplicity and fteadinefs of their own creed, 
and infulted the repeated variations of their adver- 
faries, who were deftitute of any certain rule of 
faith. The fincerity or the cunning of the Arian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws or of the people, t^eir 
reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Athanafius, 
all the caufes, human and divine, that influence 
and difturb the counfels of a theological faction, 
introduced among the fectaries a fpirit of difcord 
and inconftancy , which , in the courfe of a few 
years, erected eighteen different models of reli- 
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gion *', and avenged the violated dignity of the chap. 

church. The zealous Hilary ** , who, from the *^^ 

peculiar hardships of his fituation , was inclined to 

extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of 

the oriental clergy , declares , that in ^ the wide 

extent of the ten provinces of Afia , to which he 

had been banished , there could be found very 

few prelates who had preferved the knowledge of 

the true God **. The oppreflion which he had 

felt , the diforders of which he was the fpectator 

and the victim, appeafed, during a short interval , 

the angry paffions of his foul; and in the follow- 

ing*paffage^ of which I shall tranfcribe a few lines, 

the bishop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 

ftyle of a ChriflEran philofopher. « It is a thing, '* 

fays Hilary, "equally deplorable and dangerous , 

n tha£ there are as many creeds as opinions among 

n men , as many doctrines as inclinations, and as 

D many fources of blafphenry as there are faults 

n among us; becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 

,> and explain them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 

3, oufion is rejected, and received, and explained 

5> away byfucceflive fynods. The partial or total 

,3 refemblance of the Father and of the Son , is a 

w fubject of difpute for thefe unhappy timfes. 

55 Every year, nay every moon, we make new 

n creeds to defcribe invifible myfteries. We re- 1 

jj pent of what we have done, we defend thofe 

,3' who repent, we anathematifc thofe whom we 

„ defended. We condemn eitl^er the doctrine of 

S3 others in ourfelves, or our own in that of 

,> others ; ^nd reciprocally tearing one another to 
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CHAP. M pieces,, we have been tbe caufe of each other's 

^^» ruin"." 

Arian It will not bc cxppcted, it would not perhaps 

**** bc endured, that I should fwcll this theological 

digreflion » by |i minute examination of the eighteen 
creeds, the authors of which , for the moft part, 
difclaimed the odious name of their parent Arius. 
It is amufing enough to delineate the form , and 
to trace the vegetation, of a fingular plant; but 
the tedious detail of leaves without flowers , and 
of branches without fruit, would foon exhaufl; the 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity, of the 
laborious ftudent. One qucftion which gradually 
arofe from the Arian co^troverfy , may however 
be noticed , as it ferved to produce and difci^i- 
minate the three fects, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of the 
Nicene fynod. i. If they were asked, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father; the que/lion was 
refolutcly anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
indeed to thofe of philofophy; which feem to 
cftablish an infinite difference between the Creator 
and the moft excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence was maintained by .Etius *' , 
on whom the zeal of his adverfarics bcftowed the 
furname of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profcflion of 
human life. He was fucceffively a slave, or at 
leaflf a husbandman, a travelling tinker, a gold- 
fmith , a phyGcian , a fchoolmafter , a theologian , 
and at lail the apoftle of a new church, which was 
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propagated by t|ie abilities of his difciple Euno* chap, 
mius *\ Armed with texts of fcripturc, and with *^^ 
captipus fyllogifms from the logic of ^riftotle, the 
fubtle ^tius had acquired the fame of an invin^ 
cible difputant , whom it was impoflible either tcf 
filence or to convince. Such talents engaged tht 
friendship of the Arian bishops, till they were 
forced to renounce, and even to perfccute, a dan- 
gerous ally , who , by the accuracy of his reafoning, 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their moft devoted fol- 
lowers. 2, The omnipotence of the Creator 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpectful folution of the 
bkfnefs of the Father and the Son; and faith might 
humbly receive what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that the Supreme God might communicate 
his infinite perfections, and create a being fimilar 
only to himfelf '*. Thefe Arians were powerfully 
fupported by . the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fucceeded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted, 
perhaps with fome afi'ectation , the impiety of . 
^tius; th y profeffed to believe, either without 
referve, or according to the fcriptures, that the 
Son was different from all other creatures, arid 
fimilar only to the Father. Bat they denied, that 
he wa.^ either of the fame, or of a fimilar fubftance; 
fometimes boldly juftifying their diffent, and foove- 
times objecting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
d/iUnct) notion of the nature of the Deity, 3, The 
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CHAP, feet which aflcrtcd the doctrine of a fimilar fub* 
*^- ftance, was the moft numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia ; and when the leaders of both 
parties were aflembled in the council of Seleucia '*, 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty -three bishops. 
The Greek word, which was chofen to exprefs 
thi^ myfterious refemblance , bears fo clofe aa 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furjous contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Hompoufiaris and the Homoioufians. 
As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
racters which approach the nearefl; to each other , 
accidentally reprefent the moft oppofite ideas, the 
obfervation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poflSble to mark any real and fenfible diftinction 
between the doctrine of the JSemi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyled , and that of the Catholics 
themfelves. The bishop of Poitiers, who^in his 
Phrygian exile very wifely ain\ed at a coalition of 
parties , endeavours to prove that , by a pious and 
faithful interpretation '^ , the Hcmoioufion may be 
reduced to a confubftantial fenfe. Yet he confeffes 
that the word has a dark and fufplcious afpect; 
and , as if darknefs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi- Arians, who advanced to the 
doors of the church, affiled them with the mofl; 
unrelenting fury. 
Faith of The provinces of Egypt and Afia, which cul- 

Irn 0^*^- ^^^^^^^ ^^ language and manners of the Greeks , 
tin church, had deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con* 
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trovcrfy* The famiKar ftudy of the Platonic chap, 
fyftem, a vaia and argumentative difpofition, a ^^* 
copious and flexible idiom , fupplied the clergy 
and people of the Eaft with an inexhauftible flovr 
of words and diftinctions ; and, ia the midft of 
their fierce contentions, tfcey eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmiffion which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the ^JCTeft were of a lefs inqui- 
fitive fpirit; their pafliohs were not fo forcibly 
moved by invifible objects; their minds were lefs 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute ; and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Gallican 
church, that Hilary him felf, above, thirty years 
after the firft general council, was dill a (Iranger 
to the Nicene creed ^*. The Latins had received 
the rays of divine knowledge through the dark 
and doubtful medium of a translation. Th& ^ 

poverty and ftubbornnefs of their native tongue, 
wa^not always capable of affording juft equi- 
valents for the Greek terras, for the technical 
words of the Platonic philofophy ^*, which had 
been confecrated by the gofpef or by the church , 
to exprefs the myfteries of the Chriftian faith ; 
and a verbal defect might introduce into the Latin 
theology , a long train of error or perplexity '*. 
But as the weftern provincials had the good for- 
tune of deriving their religion from an orthodox 
fource, they prefervcd with fteadinefs the doctrine 
which they had accepted with docility; and when 
the Arian peftilence approached their frontiers* 
^ey were fupplied with the feafonable pre- 
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CHAP, fcrvative of the Homooufion, by the paternal care 
XXI. of ^1^^ Roman pontiff. Their fentiments and their 
Rimini, temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of 
A. D. 350. Rimini, which furpafled in nqmbers the council 
of Nice , fiftce it was compofed of above four hua* 
dred bishops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain , 
and Illyricum. From the firft debates it appeafed , 
that only fourfcore prelates adhered to the party, 
though they affected to anathematife the name and 
meaiory, of Arius. But this inferiority was com^ 
penfated by the advantages of skill , of experience ^ 
and of difcipline ; and the minority was cdnducted. 
by Valens and Urfacius , two bishops of Iilyricum> 
who had fpent their lives in th* intrigues of courts 
and councils , and who had been trained under the 
Eufebian banner, in the religious wars of the 
Eaft. By their arguments and negociations , they 
embarrafled, they confounded, they at laft de- 
jceived, the honell fimplicity of the Latin bishops; 
who fuffered the palladium of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and importunity , 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to feparate , till the mem- 
bers had imprudently fubfcribed a captious creed, 
ih which fome exprefTions, fufgeptible of an here- 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this occafion , that , 
according to Jerom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian ^*. But tl^e bishops of the Latin 
provinces had no fooner reached their .refpectivc 
diocefes , than they difcovcred their miftake , and 
repented of their weaknefs* The ignominious capi*^ 
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$ulation was rejected with difdain ar\d abhorrence: chap; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been ^^^ 
ihaken but not overthrown, was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft '*. 

Such was the rife and progrefs , and fuch were Conduct 
the natural revolutions of thofe theological dif- per^siJJ*' 
putes , Vhich difturbed the peace of Chriftianity the Arian 
under the reigns of Conftantine and of his fons. ^^^^^'^^ 
But as thofe princes prefumed to extend their 
defpotifm over the faith , as well as over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubjects; the weight of 
their fuflfrage fometimes inclined the ecclefiaftidal 
balance : and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled , or changed , or modified , : 
in the cabinet of an earthly monarch. 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which perv^aded in^'iff*- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph -conftskn, 
of Conftantihe ; but the emperor continued for «'««. 
fomc time to view, with cool and careleis indif- '^'^ 
ference, the object of the difpute. As he 'was 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appeafmg the 
quarrels of theologians, he addreffed to the con- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
derating epiftle^'; which may be afcribed , with 
far greater reafon , to the untutored fenfe of ii fol- 
dier and ftatcfman , than to the dictates of any of 
his epifcbpal cpunfeflors. He attributes the origin 
of the whole controvcffy to a trifling and fubtle 
queftion , concerning an incomprehenfible point 
of the law, which was foolishly a^ked by the bishop, 
and imprudently refolved by the presbyter. He 
laments that the Chriftian people, who had the 
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CHAP, fame God, the fame religion, and the fame vror* 
^"^ ship , should' be divided by fuch inconfiderablc 
diftincdons; and he fcriously recommends to the 
clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofophers ; who could maintain their argu- 
ments without lofing their temper , and afTert their 
. freedom without violating their friendship. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the moft effectual method of 
fxlencing the difpute: if 'the popular current had 
*been lefs rapid and impetuous; and if Conftan- 
tine hirafelf, in the midft of faction and fanati- 
cifm , could have preferved the calm poffeflion of 
his own mind. But his ecclefiaftical minifters 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 
magiftrate, find to awaken the zeal of the profe- 
His z«ii. lytc. He was provoked by the infults which had 
A. D. 32T. j^^^^ offered to his ftatues ; he was alarmed by the 
real, a|^well as the imaginary, magnitude of the 
fpreading mifchief ; and he extinguished the hope 
of peace and toleration , from the moment that he 
affembled three hundred bishops within the walls 
of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
fwelled the importance of the debate ; his atten- 
tion multiplied the arguments; and he expofed 
his perfon with a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
inated the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
ftanding the applaufe which has been beftowed on 
the eloquence and fagacity of Conftantine ^' ; a 
Roman general, whofe religion might be ilill a 
fubject of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enli^tened either by ftudy or by infpiration , was 

indifferently 
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indifferently qualified to difcufs , in the Greek c h A ?• 
language, a metaphyfical queftion , or an article ^^* 
of faith. But the credit of his favourite Ofius, 
who appears to have prefided in the council of 
Kice , might difpofe the emperor in &vour of the 
orthodox party; and a well-timed infinuation, 
that the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now 
protected the heretic , had lately affifted the 
•tyrant '* , might exafperate him againft their ad- 
verfaries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
flantine ; and his firm declaration ^ that thofe who 
refifted the divine judgment of the fynod, muft 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni- 
hilated the murmurs of a feeble oppofition ; which 
from fcventeen, was almofl inl^antly reduced to 
two , protefting bishops. Eufebius of Caefarea 
yielded a reluctant and ambiguous confent to th^ 
Homooufion ** ; and the wavering conduct of the 
Nicomedian Eufebius ferved only to delay , ^abou^ 
three months, his difgrace and exile *'. / The im* He p<stre. 
pious Arius was banished into one of the remote ^"'^^ the 
provinces of lllyricum ; his perfon and difciples 
were branded by law, with the odious name oi 
Porphyrians; his writings were condemned to the^ 
flames ; and a capital punishment was denounced 
againd; thofe in whofe poffeftion they ^ould be 
found. The empcrOr had now imbibed the fpirit 
of controverfy, and the angry farcaflic ftyle of his 
edicts was defigned to infpire his fubjects with thQ 
hatred which he had conceived againii the enemi^9 
of Chrift •*. 
Vol. III. > S 
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CHAP. But, as if the condu<;( of the emperor had been 
XXI. euided by paflion inftead of principle , three years 

«il(1 the Of. f 1 -1 f VT- r 1 i r j 

thedox from the council of Nice were fcarcely elapfed , 
party, before he difcovered fome fymptoms of mcrcy^ 
)2|L^*I3^. and even of indulgence » towards the profcribed 
feet , which was fecrctly protected by his favourite 
fifter. The exiles were recalled; and Eufebius, 
who gradually refumed his influence over the 
mind of Conftantine, was reftored to the epifcopa( 
throne, from which he had been ignominiously 
degraded. Arius himfclf was treated by the whole 
court with the rcfpcct which would have been due 
to ah innocent and opprefled man. His faith was 
approved by the fynod of Jerufalem ; and the 
emperor feemed impatient to repair his injuftice , 
by ifTuing an abfolute command, that he should 
be folemnly admitted to the communion in the 
cathedral of Conftantinople. On the fame day, 
which had been fixed for the triumph of Arius, 
he expired ; — and the ftrange and horrid circum- 
. ftances of his death might excite a fufpicion, that 
. the orthodox faints had contributed, more effica- 
ciously than by their prayers, to /deliver the church 
from the moft formidable of her enemies *'. The 
three priq^ipal leaders of the Catholics, Athana- 
iius of Alexandria, Euftathius of Antioch, and 
Paul of Conftantinople , were depofed on various 
accufatioris , by the fentence of numerous councils ; 
and were afterwards banished into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firft of the Chriftian emperors, who, 
in the laft moments of his life, received the rites 
of baptifm from the Arian bishop of Nicomedia. 
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The ccclcfiaftical governmient of Conftantine can- 
tfot be juftiiied from the reproach of levity and 
weaknefs. But the credulous monarch, unskilled 
ib the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profeffions 
qf the heretics, whofe fentiments he never per- 
fectly undcrftood; and while he protected Arius» 
and perfecuted Athanafius , he dill conOdered the 
council of Nice as the bulwark of the Chriftian 
faith , and the peculiar glory of his own reign **. 
The fons of Condantine rauft have been admit- 
ted from their chilcmood into the rank of cate- 
chumens, but they imitated, in the delay of their 
baptifm , the example of their father. Like him , 
they prefumed to pronounce their judgment on 
myfteries into which they had never been regularly 
initiated *' : and the fate erf the Trinitarian con- 
troverfy depended , in a great meafure , on the 
fentiments of Conftantius 5 who inherited the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft , and acquired the poffeflron of 
the whole empire.' The Arian presbyter or bi^^hop, 
who had fecreted for his ufc the teftament of the 
deceafed emperor, improved the^ fortunate occa- 
fion which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince , whofe public counfeb were always 
JTwayed by his domeftic favourites. The eunuchs 
and slaves difiFiifed the fpiritual poifon through 
the palace, and the dangerous infection was com- 
municated by the female attendants to the j^uards, 
and by the emprefs to her unfufpicious husband *'; 
The partiality which Conftantius always expreffed 
towards the Eufebian faction ^ Was infenfibiy forti* 
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CHAP, fied by the dexterous management of their leaders; 

^^^ and his victory over the tyrant Magnentius en* 
creafed his inclination, as well as ability, to em- 
ploy the arms of power in the caufe of Arianifm* 
While the two armies were engaged in the plains 
of rVIurfa, and the fate of the tw^o rivals depended 
on the chance of war, the fon of Conllantine pafled 
the anxious moments in a church of the martyrs , 
under the walls of the city. His fpiritpal com- 
iforter, Valcns, the Arian bishop of the diocefet 
employed the moft artful precautions to obtain 
fuch early intelligence as might fecure either his 
favour or his efcape. A fecret chain of fwift and 
trufty mefTengers informed him of the viciflitudes 
of the battle ; and while the courtiers flood 
trembling round their affrighted mafler, Valens 
afTured him that the Gallic legions gave way ; and 
infmuated with fome prefelice of mind , that the 
glorious event had been revealed to him by an 

' * angel. The grateful emperor afcribed his fuccefs 
to the merits and interceflion of the bishop of 
Muria, whofe faith had deferved the public and 
miraculous approbation of Heaven *^ The Arians» 
who confidered as their own the victory of Con- 
ftantius, preferred his glory to that of his Father '*. 
Cyril I bishop of Jerufalem , immediately compofed 
the defcription of a celeflial crofs, encircled with 
a fplendifl rainbow ; which during the feftival of 
Pentecoft,, about the third hour of the day , had 
appeared over the Mount of Olives, to the edifi- 
cation of the devout pilgrims, and the. people of 
the holy city ". The fize of the meteor was gnt- 
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dually magnified I and the Arian hiftorian has cfitiP. 
ventured to affirm, that it was conTpicuous to the ^^^• 
two armies in the plains of Pannonia ; and tha't 
the tyrant, who is purpofely reprefented as an 
idolater , fled before Ae aufpicious fign of ortho- 
dox Chriftianity **. 

The fentiments of a judicious ftranger, who Arian 
has impartially confidercd the progrefs of civil or 
ecclefiaftical difcord, are always entitled to our 
notice : and a short pafiTage of Ammianus , who 
ferved in the armies, and iludied the character, of 
Conftantius, is perhaps of more value than many 
pages of theological invectives. " The Chriftiah 
j> religion, which, in itfelf, '* fays that moderate 
hiftorian, * is plain and fimple, ht confounded 
>j by the dotage of fuperftition. Inftcad of re- 
» conciling the parties by the weight of his autho- 
>, rity, he cherished and propagated, by verbal 
5, difputes, the differences which his vain curioCty 
55 had excited. The highways were covered with 
55 troops of bishops , galloping from every fide to 
If the affemblies, which they call fynods; and 
55 while ihey laboured to reduce the whole feet to 
» their own particu lar* opinions , the public efta- 
55 blishment of the pofts was almoft ruined by their 
5> hafty and repeated journies. ^' *'. Our more in- 
timate knowledge of the ecclefiaftical tran factions 
of the reign of Conftantius , would furnish an 
ample commentary on this remarkable paffage ; 
which juftifies the rational apprehenfions of Atha- 
nafius, that the rcftlefs activity of the clergy, ^yho 
vrandcriqd round the empire in fearch of the true 

S3 
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CHAP, faith, would excite the ccmtempt and laughter of 
^^^' the unbelieving world **. As foon as the emperor 
was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, ho 
devoted the leifure of his winter- quarters at Aries, 
IVIilan , Sirmium , and Conftantinople , to thq 
amufcment or toils of controvcrfy: the fword of 
the magiftrate, and even of the tyrant,, was on- 
sheathed, to enforce the reafons of the theologian; 
and as he oppofed the orthodox faith of Nice , it 
is readily confefled that his incapacity and igno* 
ranee were equal to his prefuroption **. The 
eunuchs, the women, a«d the bishops, who go- 
verned the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, 
bad infpired him with an infuperable dislike to 

' / the Homooufion; but his timid confciencie wa$ 

alarmed by the impiety of £uus. The guilt of 
that atheift was aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus; and even the 
deaths of the Imperial miniflers, who had been 
maflacred at Antioch , were imputed to the fug- 
geflions of that dangerous fophift. The mind 
of Conftantius > which could neither be mode- 
rated by reafon , nor ftxed by faith , was blindly 
impelled to either fide *E the dark and empty 
aby fs , by his horror of the oppofit^ extreme : h^e 
alternately embraced and condemned the fenti- 
ments, he fucceffively banished and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian apd Sei?;)i-Aria^ factions **. 
• During the feafon of public bvfinef^ or feftivity , 
he employed whole days, and even nights, in 
felecting the words , and weighing the fyllablcs, 
which compofed his fluctuating creeds. The 
fub)ect of I|i$ meditation ftiil purfued and occupied 
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hh slumbers; the incoherent dreams of the em« chap; 
peror were received as celeftial vifioas; and he ^^^ 
accepted with complacency the lofty title of bUhop 
of bishops, from thofe ecclefiaftics who forgot the 
intereft of their order for the gratification of their 
paflions. The defign of eflablishing an uniform* 
ity of doctrine , which had engaged him to con^* 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, lUyricum ^ 
and Afia, was repeatedly baffled by his owa 
levity, by the divifions of the Arians, and by the 
refiflance of the catholics; and he refolved, as 
the lad and decifive effort , imperiously to dictate 
the decrees of a general council. The deftructive 
earthquake of Nicomedia, the difficulty of finding 
a convenient place , and perhaps fome fecret mo* 
tives of policy, produced an alteration in the fum* 
mons. The bishops of the Eaft were directed to 
meet at Seleucia, in Ifauria; while thofe of the 
Weft held their deliberations at Rimini , on the 
coaft of the Hadriatic; and, inftead of two or 
three deputies from each province , the whole 
epifcopal bpdy was ordered to march. Th^ 
Eaftern council, after confuming four days in 
fierce and unavailing debate, feparated without 
any definitive conclufion. The council of the* 
Weft was protracted till the feventh months 
Taurus , the Fnetorian praefect , was mftrticted 
not to difmifs the prelates till they should all be 
united in the fam? opinion; and his efforts were 
fupported by a power of banishing fifteen of the 
moft refractory , and a promife of the confuhhip 
if he atchieved fo difficult an adventure. Hi* A,o.3«t, 

S4 
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CHAP, prayers and threats, the authority of the fovcreign, 
^^^' the fophiftry of Valens and Urfacius, the diftrefs 
of cold and hunger , and the tedious melancholy 
of a hopelcfs exile, at length extorted the reluctant 
confent of the bishops of Rimini. The deputies 
of the Eaft and of the Weft attended the emperor 
in the palace of Conftantinople , and he enjoyed 
tne fatisfaction of impofing on the world a pro- 
feffion of faith which eftablished the likencfs^ with- 
out exprciCng the confubfiantiality , of the Son of 
God •'. But the triumph of Arianifm had been 
preceded by the removal of the orthodox clergy , 
whom it w&s impoflfible either to intimidate or to 
corrupt ; and the reign of Conftantius was dif- 
graced by the unjuft and ineffectual perfecutioa 
of the great Athanafius. 
Character ^^ ^^^^ feldom an Opportunity of obfcrving , 
und adfen- either in active or fpeculative life, what effect may 
nires of y^^ produced , or what obftacles may be fur- 
^x^%, mounted, by the force of a fingle mind, when it 

is inflexibly applied to the purfuit of a fingle 
objcctr The immortal name of Athanafius *^ will 
never be feparated from the Catholic doctrine oJF 
the Trinity, to whofe defence he confecrated every 
moment and every feculty of his being. Edu- 
cated in the family of Alexander, he had vigorously 
oppofed the early progrefs of the Arian herefy : he 
exercifed the important functions of fecretary 
under the aged prelate; and the fathers of the 
Nicene council beheld with furprife and refpect , 
the rifing virtues of the young deacon. In a time 
^f public danger , the dull claims of age and of 
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rank are fometimes fuperfeded ; and >vithin five chaf. 
months after his return from Nice, the deacon ^^^* 
Athanafius was feated on the archiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that eminent (lation above a. d. 
forty-fix years , and his long adminiftration was »»«'— »73. 
fpent in a perpetual combat againft the powers of 
Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne; twenty years he pafled as an 
exile or a fugitive ; and almoft every province of 
the Roman empire was fucceffively witnefs to his 
merit, and his fufferin^s in the caufe of the Ho- 
mooufion, which he confidered as the fole pleafure 
and bufmefs, as the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidft the ftorms of perfecution , the krch- 
bishop of Alexandria was patient of labour, jealous 
of fame, carelefs of fafety; and although his mind 
w^as tainted by the contagion of fanaticifm, Atha- 
nafius difplayed a fuperiority of character and 
abilities, which would haVe qualified him, far 
better than the degenerate fonfe of Conftantine, 
for the government of a great monarchy. His 
learning was much lefs profound and extenfive 
than that of Eufebius of Caefarea , and his rude 
eloquence could not be compared with the po- 
lished oratory of Gregory or Bafil ; but whenever 
the primate of Egypt was called upon to juftify 
hh fentiments or his conduct, his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of fpcaking or writing, was clear, 
forcible, and pcrfuafive. He has always been 
revered in the orthodox fchool , as one of the moll 
accurate mafters of the Chriftian theology; an4 
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CHAP. ^ was (nppokd to pofiGcls two profane idences, 
^Xi* le(s adapted .to the epifcopal character; the know-% 
ledge of jiurifprudence '' , and thafc of divination **. 
Some fortunate conjectures of future events, which, 
impartial reafoners might a£cribe to the experience 
and judgment of Athanafius , were attributed bjr 
his friends to heavenly infpiration, and imputed 
by his enemies to infernal magic 

But as^Athanafius.was continually engaged with 
the prejudices and palfions of every order of men 
from the monk to the emperor, the knowledge oi 
human nature was his firft and moft important 
fcience. He preferved a diftinct and unbrokea 
view of a fcene which w^ inceflantJy shifting ; 
and never failed to improve, thofe decifive mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably paft before they are 
perceived by a common eye. The archbishop of 
Alexandria was capable of diflinguishing how far 
he might boldly command, and where he muft 
dextrously iniinuate; how long he might contend 
with power, and when he muft withdraw from per- 
fecution; and while he directed the thunders of 
the church againft herefy and rebellion^, he coufd 
aflume, in the bofom of his own party, the flexible 
and [indulgent temper of a prudent leaden The 
election of Athapafius has not efcaped the reproach 
of irregularity and precipitation **; but the pro- 
priety of his behaviour conciliated the affections 
both of the clergy and of the people. The 
Alexandrians were impatient to rife in arms for 
the defence of an eloquent and liberal paftor. In 
his diftrefs he always derived fupport, or at leaft 
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eonfelation, from the faithful attachment of his cha?« 
parochial clergy ; and the hundred bishops of ^^^* 
£gypt adhered, wTth unshaken- zeal , to the caufe 
of Athanafius. In the*modeft equipage, which 
pride and policy >¥Ould a£Fect, he frequently per* 
formed the epifcopal vifitation of his provinces , 
from the mouth of the Nile to the confines of 
Ethiopia; familiarly converfmg Avith the roeaneft 
of the populace , and humbly fainting the faints 
and hermits of the defert **'. Nor was it only in 
ecclefiaftical aflemblies, among men whofe edu* 
cation and manners were fmnilar to his own , thlit 
Athanaiiu^ difplayed the afcendancy of his genius. 
He appeared with eafy and refpectful firmnels in 
the courts of princes ; and in the various turns of 
his profperous and idvtrk fortune , he never loft 
the confidence of his friends, or the efteem of his 
enemies. 

In his youth, the primate of Egypt refifted the Perftmton 
great Conftantine, who had repeatedly fignified A^thaMfiM. 
his will, that Arius should be reftored to the Ca* a. d. 330. 
cholic communion "'. The emperor refpected, 
and might forgive, this infleicible refolution ; and 
the faction who confidered Athanafius as their 
moft formidable enemy, were conftrained to difu 
ferable their hatred, and filently to prepare aft 
indirect and diftant aflault. They fcattered rumours 
and fufpicions, reprefented the archbishop as a 
proud and oppreffive tyrant , and boldly accufed 
him of violating the treaty whichjiad been ratified 
in the Nicene council , with the fchifmatic follo- 
wers of Mektius '**. Athanafius had openly difap* 
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CHAP, proved that ignominious peace , and the emperor 
^^^^ -was difpofed to believe, that he had abufed bis 
ecclefiaftical and civil power, to peffecute thofe 
odious fectaries ; that he had facrilegiously broken 
a chalice in one of their churches of Marxoti? : 
that he had whipped or imprifoned fix of their 
bishops ; and that Arfenius , a feventh bishop of 
the fame party , had been murdered , or at lead, 
mutilated, by the cruel hand of the primate '*^ 
Thefe charges, which affected his honour and his 
life, were referred by Gonftantine to his brother 
Dalmatius the Cenfor, who refided at Antioch; 
the fynods of Csefarea 2^nd Tyre were fucceffively 
convened ; and the bishops of the Eaft were in- 
(Iructed to judge the caufe of Athanafius , before 
they procee<led to confecrate the new church of 
the Refurrection at Jerufalem. The primate might 
be confcious of his innocence; but he was fenfible, 
that the fanse implacable fpirit which had dictated 
the accufation , would direct the proceeding, and 
pronounce the fentence. He prudently declined 
the tribunal of his enemies, defpifed the fummons 
of the fynod of C^efarea ; and , after a long and \ 
artful delay, fubmitted to the peremptory com^ 
mands of the ^emperor, who threatened to punish 
]iis criminal difobedience if he refufed to appear ia 

A. n. 335. the council , of Tyre '*\ Before Athanafius, at the 
head of fifty Egyptian prelates, failed from Alex- 
andria , he had wifely fecured the alliance of the 
Meletians ; andt Arfenius himfelf , his imaginary , 
victim, and his fccret friend, was privately conceal- 
ed in his train. The fynod of Tyre was conducted 
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by Eufebius of Cxfarea^ >vith more paflion, and chaf. 
with lefs art , than his learning and experience ^^^* 
might promife ; his numerous faction repeated the 
names of homicide and tyrant ; ^and their clamours 
were encouraged by the feeming patience of Atha- 
qafius; who expected the decifive moment to 
produce Arfenius alive and unhurt in the midd of 
the affembly. The nature of the other. charges did 
not admit of fuch clear and fatisfactory .replies ; 
yet the archbishop was able to prove, that, in the 
village, where he was accufed of breaking a 
confecrated chalice, neither church nor altar not 
chalice could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined the guilt and condemnation of 
their enemy, attempted, however, to difguife their 
injuilice by the imitation of judicial forms : the 
fynod appointed an epifcopal commiffion of fix 
delegates to collect evidence on the fpot ; and this 
meafure , Svhich was vigorously oppofed by the 
Egyptian bishops, opened new fcenes of violence 
and perjury '*V After the return of the deputies 
from Alexandria, the majority of the council 
pronounced the final fentence of degradation and 
exile againft the primate of Egypt. The decree, 
exprefled in the fierceft language of malice and 
revenge, was communicated to the emperor and 
the catholic church ; and the bishops immediately 
refumed a mild and devout afpect, fuch as 
became their holy pilgrimage to the Sepulchre of 
Chrift '••. 
But .the injufticc of theic . ccclefiaftical judges fj',,^'* 
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If A t. hadi not been countenanced by the fubmiflSon, or 
A D^'-«. ^^^° ^ ^^^ prefcnce, of Athanafius. He refolvcd 
to make a bold and dangerous experiment, whe- 
ther the throne vras inacceffible to the voice of 
truth ; and before the final fentence could be' 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threvr 
himfelf into a bark, which was ready to hoifi; fail 
for the linperial city. The requeft of a formal 
audience might have been oppofed or eluded ; 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
moment of Gonftantine's return from an adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his aftgry fovereign 
as he pafTed on horfeback through the principal 
flreet of Conftantinople. So ftrange an apparition 
excited his furprife and indignation ; and the guards 
were ordered to remove the importunate fuitor; 
but his refentment was fubdued by involuntary 
reject; and the haughty fpirit of the emperor' 
was awed by the courage and eloquence of a 
bishop, who implored his juftice, and awaked 
his confcience '*^ Conftantine Ijftened to the 
complaints of Athanafius with impartial and even 
gracious attention ; the members of the fynod of 
Tyre were fummoned to juftify their proceedings ; 
and the arts of the Eufcbian faction would have 
been confounded; if they had not aggravated the 
guilt of the primate by the dexterous fuppofition 
of an unpardonable offence; a criminal defign to 
intercept and detain the cornfleet of • Alexandria, 
which fupplied the fubfiftence of the new capi- 
tal '*V The emperor was fiitidfied \hAl the peace 
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of Egypt would be fccured by the abfence of a chap, 
popular leader; but he refufcd to fill the vacancy ^^^' 
of the archiepifcopal throne ; and the fentence, 
which, after long hefitation, he pronounced, vra^ 
that of a jealous oflracifm, rather than of an igno* 
miniousf exile. In the remote province of Gaul, 
but in the hofpitablef coiirt of Treves, Athahafhis 
paffed about twenty*eight months. The death of 
the emperor changed^ face oP public affiiirs ; 
and , amidft the general indulgence of a young *nf '««•- 
reign, the primate was reftorcd to his country by A.*D."i3«. 
an honourable edict of the younger Gdnftantine, 
who exprefled a deep fenfe of the innocence and 
merit of his venerable gueft '**. 

The death of that prince expofed Athanafius to Hisrceond 
a fecond perfecution 5 and the feeble Conftantius, 11*1^ 'g^^^^ 
the fovcreign of the Eaft, foon became the fecret 
accomplice of the Eufebians. Ninety bishops of 
that feet or faction aflembled at Antioch, under 
the fpecious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. 
They compofed an, ambiguous creed, which is 
faintly tinged with the colours of Semi-Arianifm, 
and twenty-five canons, which fiill regulate the 
difcipline of the orthodox Greeks "*. It was de- 
cided, with fome appearance of equity, that a 
bishop, deprived by a fynod, should not refume 
his epifcopal functions, till he had been abfolved 
by the judgment of an equal fynod ; the law was 
immediately applied to the cafe of Athanafms ; 
the xouncil of Antioch pronounced , or rather 
confirmed, his degradation: a ftranger named 
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CRAP« Gregory, was feated on his throne; and Philaz 
XXL gnus '*', the praefect of Egypt, was inftructed to 
fupport the new primate with the civil and mili- 
tary powers of the province. Oppreffed by 
the confpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, Athanafius 
withdrew from Alexandria, and paffed three "* 
.years as an exile and a fuppliant on the holy 
threshold of the Vatican "^ By the afliduous 
ftudy of the Latin language, he foon qualified 
himfelf to negotiate with the wcftern clergy ; his 
decent flattery fwayed and directed the haughty 
Julius : the Roman Pontiff was perfuaded to 
confider his appeal as the peculiar intereft of the 
Apoftolic fee; and his innocence was unanimously 
.declared in a council of fifty bishops of Italy. At 
the end of three years, the primate was fummoned 
to the court of Milan by the emperor -ConRans, 
who ) in the indulgence of unlawful pleafures, 
ftill profefled a lively regard for the orthodox 
faith. The caufe of truth and juftice was promoted 
fby the influence of gold ^'*, and the minillers of 
Conftans advifcd their fovereign to require the 
convocation of an ecclefiaftical affembly, which 
.might act as the reprefentatives of the Catholic 

A.D.34«« churcli Ninety.four bishops of the Weft, feventy- 
fix bishdps of the Eaft, encountered each other at 
Sardica , on the verge of the two empires , but 
in the dominions of the protector of Athanafius. 
, Their debates foon degenerated into hoftile alter- 
cations ; the Afiatics , apprehenfive for their per- 
.fonal fafety, retired to Philippopolis in Thrace ; 
and the rival fynods reciprocally hurled their 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual thunders againft their enemies, whom they ch Ap* 
piously condemned as the enemies of the true God. ^^^* 
Their decrees were published and ratified in their 
refpective provinces; and Aihanafius, who in the 
Weft was revered as a faint , was expofed as a 
criminal to the abhorrence of the Eaft "'. The 
council of Sardica reveals the firft fymptoms of 
difcord and fchifm between the Greek and Latin 
churches, which were feparated by the accidental 
difference of faith , and the permanent diftinction 
of language. 

During his fecond exile in the Wtft, Athanafius atnireft<H 
was frequently admitted to the Imperial prefence; ^.^^"349. 
at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Verona, Padua , Aqui, 
leia, and Treves. The bij-hop of the diocefe 
ufually affifted at thefe interviews ; the mafter of 
the offices ftood before the veil or curtain of the 
facred apartment; and the unifoim moderation 
of the irimate might be attefted by thefc refpect. 
able witneffes, to whofe evidence he foiemnly 
appeals "'. Prudence would undoubtedly fuggeft 
the mild and refpectful tone that became a fub. 
ject and a bishop.- In thefe familiar conferences 
with the fovereign of the Weft, Athanafius might 
lament the error of Conftantius ; but he boldly 
arraigned the guilt of his eu;iuchs and his Arian 
prelates; deplored the diftfefs and danger of the 
Catholic church; and excited Conftans to emulate 
the zeal and glory of his father. The emperor 
declared his refolution of employing the troops 
and treafures of Europe in the onhodox caufe; 
and fignified, by a concife and peremptory epiftle 

Vol. III. T 
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CHAP, to his brother Cooftantius , that unlefs he con- 
^^^^ fented to the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, 
he himfelf , with a fleet and army , would feat the 
archbishop on the throne of Alexandria ''^. But 
this religious war, fo horrible to nature, was pre* 
vented by the timely compliance of Conflantius; 
and the emperor of the Eafl condetcended to 
folicit a reconciliation with a fubject whom he had 
injured. Athanafius waited with decent pride, 
till he had received three fucceflive epiftles full of 
the ftrongeft afTurances of the protection , the 
favour , and the efteem of his fovercign ; who in- 
vited him to refume his epifcopal feat, and who 
added the humiliating precaution of engaging his 
principal minifters to atteft the fincerity of his in* 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftill more 
public manner, by the ftrict orders which were 
difpatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of 
Athanafius , to reftore their privileges , to pro- 
claim their innocence, and to eraze from the 
public regifters the illegal proceedings ' which had 
been obtained during the prevalence of the Eufe- 
bian faction. After every Satisfaction and fecurity 
had been given, which juftice or even delicacy 
Could Tequire , the primate proceeded , by slow 
journeys, through the provinces of Thrace, Afia, 
aifd Syria; and his progrefs was marked by the 
abject homage of the Oriental bishops ^ who ex- 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra- 
tion "*. At Antioch he faw the emperor Con- 
ftantius; fuftained , with modeft firmnefs, the 
tmbraces and proteftati^ns of his mafter, and 
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eluded the proppfal of allowing tlie Arians a ch4Fj 
Jingle church at Alexandria , by claiming ^ in the ^^^^ 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar toleration for 
his own party; a reply which might have appeared - 
juft and moderate in the mouth of an independent 
prince. The entrance of the archbishop into his 
capital was a triumphal procelfion; abfence and 
perfecution had endeared him to the Alexandrians'"; 
his authority, which he exercifed with rigour, was 
more firmly eftablished ; and his fame was diffufed 
from Ethiopia to Britain , over the whole extent 
of the Chriftian world "*. 

But the fubject who has reduced his prince to Reftiit- 
the neceflity of dilferobling, can never expect a ^*''^**[ 
fincere and lading forgivenefs; and the tragic tins, 
fate of Conftans foon deprived Athanafius of a a. 0.351. 
powerful and generous protector. The civil war 
between the affaffin and the only furviving bio- 
ther of Conflans, which afflicted the empire above 
three years, fecured an Interval ofrepofe to the 
Catholic church ; acid the two Contending panits 
were defirous to conciliate the friendship of a 
bishop, who, by the weight of his perfonal autho« 
rity, might determine the fluctuating refolutions 
of an important province. He gave audience to 
the ambafladors of the tyrant, with whom he was 
afterwards accufed of holding a fecret correfpond- 
cnce "*; and the emperor Conftantius repeatedly 
affured hij» deartft fiuher, the moft reverend Atha- 
nafius, that, notwithftanding the malicious ru- 
mours which were circulated by their common 
enemies, he had inherited the fentiments, as well 
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CHAP, as the throne, of his deceafed brother "*. Gra- 
XXI. titudc and hunyanity would have difpofed the pri- 
mate of Egypt to deplore the untimely fate of 
Conftans , and to abhor the guilt of Magncntius ; 
but as he clearly underftood that the apprehen- 
fions of Conftantius were his only fafeguard , the 
fervour of his prayers for the fuccefs of the righte- 
ous caufe might perhaps be fomewhat abated. 
The ruin of Athanafius was no longer contrived 
by the pbfcure malice of a few bigoted or angry 
bishops, who abufed the authority of a credulous 
monarch. The monarch himfelf avowed the re- 
folution , which he had fo long fuppreffed , of 
avenging his private injuries "* ; and the firft 
winter after his victory, which he-paffedat Aries, 
was employed againft an enemy more odious to 
him than the vanquished tyrant of Gaul. 
Councils If the emperor had capriciously decreed the 

^^^^'m! death of the moft eminent and virtuous citizen of 

and Milan. 

A. D. the republic, the cruel ordjr would have been 
3S3 — JS5. executed without hefitation, by the minifters-^of 
open violence or of fpecious injuftice. The cau- 
tion , the delay , the difficulty with whith he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and punishment of a 
popular bishop, difcovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a 
fenfe of order* and freedom in the Roman govern- 
ment. The fentence which was pronounced in 
the fynod of Tyre , and fubfcribed . by a . large 
•majority of the eaftern bishops, bad never' been 
exprefsly repealed; and as Athanafius had been 
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once degraded from bis* epifcopal dignity by the chap. 
judgment of his brethren, every fubfequent act ^^^' 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri- 
minal. But the memory of the firm and effectual 
fupport which the primate of Egypt had derived 
from the attachment of the weftern church , en* 
gaged Conftantius to fufpend the execution of the 
fentence, till he had obtained the concurrence of 
the Latin bis^hops. Two years were confumed in 
ecclefiaftical negociations ^ and the important caufe 
between the emperor and one of his fubjects 
was fplemrily debated, firft in the fynod of Aries, 
and afterwards in the great council of Milan '*' , 
which confifted of above three hundred bishops^ 
Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 
arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the 
eunuchs, and the prefling folicitations of a prince, 
xvho gratified his revenge at the expence of his 
dignity ; and expofed his own paflions , whilft he 
influenced thofe of the clergy. Corruption , the 
moft infallible fymptom of conftitutional liberty , 
w^as fuccefsfully practifed : honours, gifts, and 
immunities, were offered and accepted as the price 
of an epifcopal vote "* ; and the condemnation of 
the Alexandrian primate was artfully rcprefented , 
as the only meafure which could reftore 'the peace 
and union of the Catholic church. The friends 
of Athanafius were not, however, wanting to their 
leader, or to their caufe. With a manly fpirit, 
which the fanctity of their character rendered lefs 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
iand in private conference with the emperor, the 

T J 
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C0Af« eternal obligatioo of religion and juftice. They 
^^^^ declared, that neither the hope of his favour, nor 
the fear of his difpleafure , should prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent, an inno* 
cent, a r^fpectable brother "^ They affirmed, 
wi'h apparent reafon, that the illegal and obfolete 
decrees of the council o£ Tyre had long fince been 
tacitly aboli&hed by the Imperial edicts, the ho» 
pourable re r eftabli^hment of the archbishop o£ 
Aleicandria, and the filence or recantation of his 
rood clamorous adverfaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been attefted by the unanimous 
bishops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged ia 
the councils of Rome and. Sardica '*' , by the im* 
partial fudgment of the Latin church. They 
deplored the hard condition of Athanafius , who , 
after enjoying fo many years his feat , his reputa-* 
tion, and the feeming confidence of his fovereign, 
was again called upon to confute the moil grounds 
lefs and extravagant accufations. Their language 
was fpecious; their conduct was honourable: but 
in this long and obftinate conteft, which fixed the 
tycs of the whole empire on a fingie bishop, the 
ecclefiaftical factions were prepared to facrificc 
truth and juftice , to the more iaterefting object 
of defending, or removing, the intrepid champion 
of the Nicene faith. The Arians ftill thought it 
prudent to difguife in ambiguous language, their 
real fentiments and defigns : but the orthodox 
bishops, armed witji the favour of the people, 
?nd the decrees of a general council., infifted on 
every occafion , and particularly at Milan , that 
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their adverfaries should purge themfelves from chap; 
the fufpicion of herefy, before they prefumed to ^* 
arraign the conduct of the great Athanafius "'. 

But the voice of rcafon (if reafon was indeed on Condem. 
the fide of Athanafius) was filenced by the cla- ^*ha"J^ 
inours of a factious or venal majority; and the fius. 
councils of Aries and Milan were not diffolved ^* ^' *"• 
till the archbishop of Alexandria had been fo- . 
Jemnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 
of the Weftern , as well as of the Eaftern , church. 
The bishops who had oppofed^ were required to 
fubfcribe , thefentence; and to unite in religious 
communion >vith the fufpected leaders of the ad- 
Verfe party. A formulary of cqnfent was' trant 
mitted by the meflengets of ftate to the abfent 
bishops: and all tbofe who refufed to fubmit 
their private opinion to the public and infpired 
vrifdom of the councils of Aries and Milan , were 
immediately banished by the emperor, who affected 
to execute the decrees of the Catholic church- 
Among thofe prelates who led the honoiirable 
band of confefTors and exiles » Liberius of Rome, 
Ofius of Cordova , Paulanus of Treves , Diony- 
fius of Milan, Eufebius of Vercellae, Lucifer of 
Cagliari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may deferve to 
be particularly <|ifti«guished. The eminent ftation 
of Liberius^ who governed the capital of the em- 
pire; the perfonal merit and long experience of 
the venerable Ofius, who was revered as the fa- 
vourite of the great Conftantine, and the father of ^ . 
the Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates at the 
head of the Latin church: and their example, 

T4 " 
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<? H A p. either of fubmillion or refiftance , would probably 
*^^ be imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But the re- 
peated attempts of the emperor to feduce or to 
t intimidate the bishops of' Rome and Cordova, 
were for fome time ineffectual. The Spaniard 
declared himfclf ready to fufFer under Conftanr 
tins, as he had fuffered threefcore years before 
under his grandfather JMaximian. * The Roman, 
in the prefence of his fovereign , aflerted the in- 
nocence of Athanafius , and his own freedom. 
Wh#n he was banished to Beraea in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been oflFered for 
the accommodation df his journey; and infulted 
the court of ]Vlilan by the haughty remark, that 
the emperor and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their foldiers and their bishops "'. The 
refolution of Liberius .and Ofius W/is at length 
fubducd by ihe harckhips of exile and confine- 
ment. The Roman pont ff purchafed his return 
by fome criminal compliances; and afterwards ex- 
piated his guilt by a feafonable repentance. Per- 
fuafion and violence were employed to extort the 
reluctant fignature of the decrepit bi.shop of Cor- 
dova, whofe ftrength was broken, and whofe 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundred years; and the infolent triumph of 
the Arians provoked fome of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman feverity the character, or 
rather the memory, of a unfortunate old roan, 
to whofe former fervices Chriftianity itfclf , was fo 
deeply indebted '**. 
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The fall of Liberius and Ofius reflected a chap. 
brighter luftre on the firmnefs of thofe bUhops J^^^ 
who ftill adhered, with unshaken fidelity, to the 
caufc of Athanafius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enemies had deprived 
them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad* 
vice, feparated thofe illuflrious exiles into diftant 
provinces, and carefully felected the moft inho- 
fpitable fpots of a great empire *^*. Yet they 
•foon experienced that the deferts of Lybia , and 
the moft barbarous tracts of Cappadocia., were 
lefs inhofpitable than the refidcnce of thofe cities 
in which an Arian bishop could fatiate, without 
reftraint, the- exquifite rancour of theological 
hatred "'\ Their confolation was derived from 
the confcioufnefs of rectitude and independence, 
from theapplaufe, the vifits, the letters, and the 
liberal alms of their adherents ''*; and from the 
fatisfaction which they foon enjoye# of obferving, 
the inteftine divifions of the adverfaries of the 
N'icene faith. Such was 'the nice and capricious 
tafte of the emperor Conftantius, and fo eafily 
was he offended by the slight eft deviation from 
his imaginary ftandard of Ghriftian truth ; that 
he pcrfecuted, with equal zeal, thofe^who defended 
the confubjiantialiti/ ^ ihok who afferted the Jimilar 
fubflance , and thofe who denied the likenefs , of the 
Son of God. Three bishops degraded and ba- 
nished foTr thofe adverfe opinions , might poffibly _ 
meet in the fame place of exile; and, according 
to the difference of their temper , might either 
pity or infult the blind enthufiafm of their an- 
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CHAF. tagonift^, whofe prefent fufferings >yould ntvtt be 

^^'' compenfated by future happinefs* 
Third ex- The difgrace and exile of the orthodox bishops 
Ath^T °^ ^^ ^^^ Weft were defigned as fo many preparatory 
iius from fteps to the ruin of Atbanafius himfelf '*\ Six 
Aiexan- j^^d twcHty mODths had elapfed, during which 
a"d. IS6. the Imperial court fecretly laboured , by the. moft 
infidious arts, to remove him from Alexandria, 
^nd to withdraw the allowance which fupplied his 
popular liberality. But when the primate of 
Egypt, deferted and profcribed by the Latin 
church , was left deftitute of aoy foreign fupport , 
Gonftantius difpatched two of his fecretaries with 
a verbal cofnmiilson to announce and execute the 
order of hi!^ banishment. > As the juftice of the 
fentehce was publicly avowed by the whole party, 
the only motive which could reftrain Gonftantius 
from giving his meflengers the fanction of a writ* 
• ten mandate (imuft be imputed to his doubt of the 
event ; and to a fenfe of the danger to whtch he . 
might expofe the fecond city , and the moft fer- 
tile province of the empire , if the people should 
perfift in the refolution of defending , by force of 
arms, the innocence of their fpiritual father. 
.Such extreme caution afforded^ Athanafius a fpe- 
cious pretence rcfpectfully to difpute the truth of 
an order, which he could not reconcile, either, 
with the equity, or with the former declarations, 
of his gracious matter. The civil powers of 
Egypt found thcmfelves inadequate to the task of 
pe^fuading or compelling the primate to abdicate 
his epifcopal throne 5 and they were obliged to 
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conclude a treaty with the popular leaders of chap. 
Alexandria, by Which it was ftipulated, that all ^^^^ 
proceedings and all hoAilities shoiild be fufpended 
till the emperor's pleafure had h^tn more diflinctly 
afcertained. By this feeming moderaticm , the 
Catholics were . deceived into a felfe and fatal 
iecurity; while the legions of the Upper Egypt, 
and of Lybia, advanced, by fecret orders and 
hafty marches, to befiege, or rather 'to furprife, a 
capital , habituated to feditibn , and inflamed by 
religious zeal ''*. The pofition of Alexandria , 
between the fea and the la|ce Mareotis, facilitated 
the approach and landing of the troops ; who 
were introduced into the heart of the city , before 
any effectual meafures could be taken, either to 
shut the gates , or to occupy the important pofts 
of defence. At the hour of midnight, twenty- 
three days after the fignature of the treaty , Syri- 
anus duke of Egypt , at the head of five thoufand 
foldiers, armed and prepared for an affault, unex- 
pectedly invcfted the church of St. Theonas, 
where the archbishop, with a part of his clergy and 
people, performed their nocturnal devotions. The 
doors of the facred edifice yielded to the impetU" 
ofity of the attack, which was accompanied with 
every horrid circumftance of tumult and blood- 
shed; but, as the bodies of the slain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptionable evidence in the pofTeflion 
of the Catholics, the cntcrprife of Syrianus may 
be conikiered as a fuccefeful irruption , rather than 
as an abfolute conqueft. The other churches of 
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OH A p. the city were profaned by fimilar otitrages; and, 
XXI, during at leaft four months , Alexandria was ex- 
pofed tb the infults of a Ucentibus army^ ftimu- 
lated by the ecclefiaftics of an hoflile faction. 
Many of the faithful were killed; who may de- 
fcrve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
peither provoked nor revenged; bishops ^nd 
presbyters were treated with cruel ignominy ; con- 
fecrated virgins were ftripped naked , fcourged , 
and violated; the houfes of wealthy citizens 
were plundered ; and ^ under the mask of reli- 
gious zeal, luft, avarice, and private refentmcnt, 
were gratified with impunity , and even with ap* 
plaufe. The Pagans of Alexandria, who ftill 
formed a numerous and difcontented party, were 
cafily perfuaded to defert a bishop whom they 
feared and efteemed. The hopes of fome peculiar 
favours, and the apprehenfion of being involved 
in die general penalties of rebellion , engaged 
them to promife their fupport to the deftincd fuc- 
ceffor of Athanafius, the famous George of Cap- 
padocia. The ufurper, after receiving the con- 
fecration of an Arian fynod , was placed on the 
epifcopal throne by the arms of Sebaftian, who 
had been appointed Count of Egypt for the exe- 
cution of that important defign. In the ufe , as 
well as in the acquifirion, of power, the tyrant 
George difregarded the laws of religion , of juf- 
tice, and of humanity; and the fame fcenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhibited in 
the capital, were repeated in more thin ninety 
epifcopar cities of Egypt. Encouraged "by fuc- 
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^cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the conduct chap, 
of his minifters. By a public and paffionate xxi. 
epiftle , the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence; 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the moft 
reverend George , the elected bishop; andafpires, 
as the patron and benefactor of the city, to fur- 
pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
folemnly declares his unalterable refolution to 
purfue with fire and fword the feditious adherents 
of the wicked Athanafius, who, by flying from 
juftice , ha^ confeffed his guilt , and efcaped the 
ignominious death which he had fo often dc- 
ferved ''\ 

Arhanafius had indeed efcaped 4rom the moft ^^* ^*^*- 

• vinnr. 

imminent dangers; and the adventures of that 
extraordinary «man deferve and* fix our attention. 
On the memorable night when the church of St. 
Theonas was inverted by the troops of Syrianus, 
the archbishop, feated on his throne, expected, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death* While the public devotion was inter- 
rupted by shouts of rage, and cries of terror, he 
animated his trembling congregatioti to exprefs 
their religious confidence , by chanting one of the 
pfalms of David, which celebrates the triumph of 
the God of Ifrael over the haughty and impious 
tyrant of Egypt. The doors were at length burft 
open; a cloud of arrows was difcharged among 
the people; thefoldiers, with drawn f words, rush- 
ed forwards into the fanctuary ; and the dreadful 



viour. 
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cHAPi gleam of their armout was reflected by the 
^^^* holy himinaries which burnt round the altar '*'. 
Athanafius Hill rejected the pious importunity of 
the Monks and Presbyters, who were attached to 
his perfon; and nobly refufed to defert his epi& 
copal (la tion, till he had difmifled in fafety the 
laft of the congregation. The darknefs and tu^ 
mult of the night favoured the retreat of the 
archbishop ; and though he was opprefTed by the 
Waves of an agitated* multitude , though he Was 
thrown to the ground ^ and left without fenfe or 
motijon, he ftill recovered his undaunted courtige; 
and eluded the eager fi^arch of the foldiers, who 
were inftructed by th^ir Arian guides, that the 
head of Athanafius would be the mod acceptable 
prefent to the emperor. From that moment the 
primate of Egypt difappeared from the eyes of his 
enemies, and remained above fix feats concealed 
in impenetrable obfcurity '''. 

His retreat. The defpotic *power of his implacable enemy 

A- ^' filled the whole extent of the Roman world ; and 

* the exafperated monarch had endeavoured , by a 

very preflTing epiftle to the Chriftian princes of 

^Ethiopia, to exclude Athanafius from the moft 

remote and fequeftered regions of the earth. 

Counts, prsefects, tribunes, whole armies, were 

fucceflively employed to purfue a bishop and a 

fugitive ; the vigilance of the civil and military 

] powers were excited by the Imperial edicts; liberal 

rewards^ were promi fed to the man who should 

produce Athanafius, either alive or dead; and the 

moft fevere penalties. Were denounced againft 
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thofe who should dare to protect the public chap. 
enemy \^*. But the defcrts of Thebais were now ^^** 
peopled by a race of wild, yet fubmiflive fanatics, 
ivho preferred the commands ot their abbot to the 
laws of their fovereign. The numerous difciples 
of Antony and Pachomius received the fugitive 
primate as their father , admired the patience and 
humility with which he conformed to their ftriAeft 
inftitutions, collected every word which dropt 
from his lips as the genuine effufions of infpired 
wifdom ; and perfuaded themfelves , that their , 
prayers , their fafts , and thejr vigils , were left 
meritorious than the zeal which they exprefTed, 
and the dangers which they braved , in the de» 
fence of truth and innocence "'. The mOnafteries 
of Egypt Verc feated in lonely and defolate 
places , on the fummit of mountains , or in th^ 
islands of the Nile; and the facred horn or trum-i 
pet of Tabenne was the well-known fignal which 
aflembled feveral thoufand robuft and determined 
Monks , who , for the moft part , had been the 
peafants of the adjacent country, When their 
dark retreats were inVaded by a military force, 
which it was impoflible to refift, they filently 
flretched out their necks to the executioner; and 
fupported their national character, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian the confelfion 
of a fecret which he was rcfolved not to dif- 
clofe ***, The archbishop of Alexandria, for 
whofe fafety they eagerly devoted their lives, 
was loft among^ a uniform and well-difciplined 
multitude ; and on the nearer approach of danger, ^ 
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CHAP, he was fwiftly removed, by their offigious hands, 
^^^ from one place of concealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable defcrts, wftigh the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftition had peopled 
vrith daemons and favagc monfters. The retire- 
ment of Athanafius, which ended only with the 
life of Conftantius, was fpent, for the moft part, 
in flie fociety of the Monks, who faithfully ferved 
him as guards, as fecretaries, and as melTengers; 
but the importance of maintaining a more inti- 
mate connection with the Catholic party, tempted 
him , whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abated, to emerge from the defect, to introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria , and to truft his perfon 
to the difcretion of his friends and adherents. 
His* various adventures might have furnished the 
fubject of a very entertaining romance; He was 
cnce fecreted in a dry cittern , which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a female slave '*' ; and he was once con- 
cealed in a ftill more extraordinary afylum , the 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 

^ who was celebrated in the whole city for her ex- 

quifite beauty. At the hour of midnight as she 
related the flory many years afterwards , she was 
furprifed by the appearance of the archbishop in a 
loofe undrefs, who, advancing with hafty fleps» 
conjured her to aflFord him the protection which 
he had been directed by a celeftial vifion to feek 
under her hofpitable roof. The pious maid ac- 
cepted and preferved the facred pledge which was 
cntrulled to her prudence and courage. Without 

imparting 
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impartiiag the fecret to any one, she inftantly con* c HiP* 
ducted Athanafius into her naoft fecret chamber ,. *^^ 
and watched over his fafety with the tendernefs o£ 
a friend and the afliduity of a fervant* As long as 
the danger continued, she regularly fupplied hiai 
with books and prdvifions, washed his feet, ma- 
naged his correfpondence , and dexterously con<^ 
cealed from the eye of fufpicion, this familial 
and folitary intercourfe between a faint whoftS 
character required the mofl; unblemished chaftity , 
and a female whofe charms might excite the moft 
dangerous emotions ^**. During the fix years of 
perfecution and exile , Athanafius repeated his^ 
vi6ts to his fair and faithful companion ; and th^ 
formal declaration , that he fayp the councils o£ 
" Rimini and Selcucia '*' , forces us to believe that 
he was fecrctly prefent at the time and place of 
their convocation. The advantage of perfonally 
negociating wi^h his friends, and of obferving 
and improving the divifions of his enemies, might 
juftify, in a prudent flatefman, fo bold and daa^* 
gerous an enterprife : and Alexandria Vras coil* 
tfected by trade and navigation with every fea-* 
port of the Meditetranean. From the depth o( 
his inacceflible retreat , the intrepid primate waged 
an inceOant arid offenfive war againft the protector" 
of the Arians; and his feafonable Writii^s, which 
were diligently circulated, and eagerly perufed^ 
contributed to unite add animate the orthoddsC 
party. In his public apologies, which he ad<* 
dreffed to the emperor himfelf, he fometimed 
affected the praife of moderation 9 whilft.at th# 
Vol. UL V 



3o6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, fame time, in fecrct and vehement invectives, he 
^^^' cxpofed Conftantius as a weak and wicked prince, 
the executioner of his family, the tyrant of the 
republic, and the antichrift of the church. In^ 
the height of his profperity, the victorious mo- 
narch , who had chaftifcd the rashnefs of Gallus , 
and fuppreffed the revolt of Sylvanus , who had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio, anrf 
Vanquished in the Held the legions of Magnen- 
tius , received from an invifible hand a wound, 
which he could neither heal nor revenge; and the 
fon of Conftantine was the firft of the Chriftiaa 
princes who experienced the ftrength of thofe 
principles, which, in the caufe of religion, could 
refifl: the moft violent exertions of the civil 
pbwer '**. 
Arian Thfe perfecution of Athanafms, and of fo many 

bishops. refpectable bishops, who fuffcred for the truth of 
their opinions, or at leaft for the integrity of their 
confcience , was a juft fubject of indignation and 
difcontent to all Chriftians , except thofe who 
were blindly devoted to the Arian faction. The 
people regretted the lofe of their faithful paftors , 
%vhofe banishment was ufually followed by the in. 
^rufion of a ftranger '*' into the tpifcopal chair; 
and loudly complained, that the right of election 
was viola||d , and that they were condemned ta 
obey a mercenary ufurper, whofe perfon.was un- 
known, and whofe principles were fufpected. The 
Catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the guilt and herefy of their 
Hivifiifis. ecclefiaftical governor , by publicly teftifying theixi 
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xfilTent, or by totally fcparatrng themfclves from cHap* 
iiis communion. The firft of thcfe methods was *^^* 
invented at Antioch, and pVactifed with fuch fuc* 
cefs, that it was foon diffufed over the Chriftiaa 
world. The doxology, or facred hymn , which 
celebrates the glony of the Trinity, is fufceptible of - 
very nice, but material, inflexions; and the fub« 
.{lance of an orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may 
be expreffed by the difference of a disjunctive, or 
a copulative^ particle. Alternate refponfes, and 
a more regular pfalmody '**, were introduced into 
the. public fervice by Flavianus and Diodorus, 
two devout and active layme^,^ who were attached 
to the Nicene faith. Under their conduct, a 
fwarm of Monks iffued from the adjacent defert* 
bands of welUdifciplincd fingers were ftatloncd iri 
the cathedral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, 
AND the Son, and the Holy Ghofl: '*\ was tri* 
umpliantly chanted by a, full chorus pf voices; 
and the Cathplics infulted , by^ the purity qf their 
doctrine, the Arian prelate, who had ufurped the 
throne of the venerable Euftathius. The lame 
aeal which infjpired their fongs^ prompted the 
inore fcrupulous members ^of the orthodox party 
to form feparate affemblie^, which were gpyernecl 
by the presbyters, till the death of their exiled ^ 
bishop allowed the election and confecration of a 
new epifcopal paftor ^^\ The revolutions of the 
court multiplied the number of pretenders.; and 
the fame city was often difputed , under the reigil 
of Conftantius, by two, pr three, or even font 
bishops « who exercifed , th^ir Xpirituai junfdictiocl 



30$ ITHE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, over their rcfpcctivc followers, and alternately 
XXL loft and regained the temporal poffeflions of the 
church. The abufe of Chriftianity introduced into 
the Roman government new caufes of tyranny 
and fedition ; the bands of civil fociety were 
torn afunder by^ the fury of religious factions ; 
and the obfcurc citizen, who might calmly have 

' furveyed the elevation and fall of fucceffivc em- 

' perors, imagined and experienced, that his own 
life and fortune Svcrc connected with the interefts 
of a popular ecclefiaftic. The example of the 
two capitals , Rome and Conftantinople , may 
fervc to reprefent the ftate of the empire, and the 
temper of mankind , under the reign of the fons 
of Conftantine. 
Romt, I. The Roman pontiff, as long as he main- 

tained his ftation and his principles, was guarded 
by the warm attachment of a great people ; and 
could reject with fcorn the prayers, the menaces, 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
the eunuchs had fecretly pronounced the exile of 
Liberius, the well-grounded apprchenfion of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precaii* 
tions in the execution of the fentence. The 
capital was invefted on every fide , and the Prae- 
fect was commanded to feize the perfon of the 
bishop, either by ftratagem or by open force. 
The order was obeyed; and Liberius, with the 
greateft difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
fwiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman 
people , before their confternation was turned into 
rage. As foon as they were informed of his ba- 
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nishment into Thrace, a general aOembly was chap. 
convened , and the clergy of Rome bound them- ^^^« 
felves , by a public and folemn oath , never to 
defert their bishop , never to acknowledge the 
ufurper Faelix ; who , by the influence of the eu- 
nuchs « had been irregularly chofen and confe- 
crated within the walls of a profane' palace. At 
the end of two years, their pious obftinacy fub- 
fifted entire and unshaken; and when Conftan- 
tius vifited Rome , he was aflailed by the impor- 
tunate folicitations of a people, who had prcferved, 
as the laft remnant of their ancient freedom , the 
right of treating their fovereign with familiar in- 
folcnce. The wives of many of the fenators and 
moil honourable citizens, after preffing their huf- 
bands to intercede in favour of Liberius^ were ad- 
vifed to undertake a^commiflion, which, in their 
hands, would be lefs dangerous, and might prove 
more fuccefsfuL The emperor received with po- 
^ litenefs thefe female deputies, -whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplaycd in the magnificence of 
their drefs and ornaments: he admired their in- 
flexible refolution of following their beloved paftor 
to the moft diftant regions of the earth; and con- 
fented that the two bishops , Liberius and Fxlix , 
should govern in peace their refpective congre- 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were fo re- 
pugnant to the practice, and even to the fend-, 
ments, of thofe times, that when the aqfwer ^f 
Conftantius was publicly read in the Circus of 
Rome, fo reafonable a project of accommodation 
>vas rejected with contempt add ridicule. The 
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ptTAFt eager vehemence \^rhich animated ihe fpectators* 
* in the decifive moment of a horfe-race , was now 
difccted towards a different object; and the Cir- 
cus refounded with the shout of thoufands, who 
repeatedly exclaimed, " One God, Qne^Chrift, 
33 One Bi>hop. " The zeal of the Roman people 
in the cauf<$ of Liberiqs , was not confined to 
words alone ; and the dangerous and bloody fedtr 
tion which they excited foon after the departure 
of Conftantius, determined that prince to accept 
the fubmiflion of the exiled prelate, and to reftore 
.him to the undivided dominion of the capital. 
After fome ineffectual refiftance, his rival was ex- 
pelled from the city by the perraifBon of the em- 
peror, and the power of the oppoiite faction; the 
adherents of Fselix were inhumanly murdered in 
' the ftreets, in the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches ; and the face of Rome, 
ppon the return of a Chriftiah bishop, renewed 
the horrid image of the maflfacres of Marius, and 
the profcriptiohs of Sylla '**• 
fjpnii^iit II. Notwithftanding the rapid increafe of Chrif- 
P^9f^^: tians under the reign of the Flavian family, Rome, 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the em- 
pire, flill contained a ftrong and powerful faction 
of Infidels, who envied the profperity, and who 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes of the ' church. Conftantinople alone 
pnjoyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eafl had never been polluted by the worship of 
Idols ; and the whole body of" the people had 
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deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and chap. 
the paflions , which diftingui.^^hed the Chr iftians of ^^^• 
that age from the red of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the epifqopai throne was dit 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeaj 
and abilities they both defer ved the eminent Ra- 
tion to which thty afpired ; and if the moral cha- 
racter of Macedonius was lefs exceptionable, his 
competitor had the advantage of a prior election 
and a more orthodox doctrine. His firm attach- 
ment to the Nicene creed , which has given Paul 
a place in the calendar among faints and martyrs, 
expofed htm to the refentment of the Arians. In 
the fpace of fourteen years he was five times driven 
from his throne > to which he was more frequently 
reftored by the violence of the people , than by the 
permiflion of the prince ; and the power of Ma-, 
^edonius conld be fecured only by the death of 
his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 
chains, from the fandy deferts of Mefopotamia to 
the moft defolate places of Mount Taurus "*, 
confined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left fix 
days without food, and at length ftrangled, by 
the order of Philip, one of the principal minifters 
of the emperor Conftantius '''. The firft blood 
which ilaincd the new capital was fpilt in this ec- 
clefiaftical conteft 5 and many perfons were slain on 
both fides, in the furious and obftinate feditions of 
the people. The commiflion of enforcing a fen- 
tence of banishment againft Paul , had been en«^ 
trufted to Hermogenes , the matter- general of the 
cavalry; but the execution of it was fatal to him- 

V4 
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CHAP. felf. The Catholics rofe in the defence <^ theiif 
^^ bishop ; the palace of Hermogenes was confumed ; 
the firft military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heels through the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
siad , after he expired , his lifel^fs corpfe was cx- 
pofed to their wanton infults ■'*. The fate of 
Hermogenes inftructed Philip, the Prsetorian pr^e- 
fect , to act with more precaution on a (imilar occa- 
fion. In the moft gentle and honourable terms, 
he required the attendance of Paul in the baths of 
Zeuxippus, which had a private communication 
^ith the palace and the fea. A veffel, which lay 
ready at the garden-ftairs , immediately hoifted 
fail; and, -v^^hile the people were ftill ignorant of 
the meditated facrilege , their bishop was already 
f^mbarjced on his voyage to Thcffalonica. They 
foon beheld , ^-ith furprife and indignation , the 
gates of the palace thrown open , anrf the ufurper 
Macedonius feated by the fide of the praefect on a 
lofty chariot , which was furrounded by troops of 
guards with drawn fwords. The military procet 
fion advanced towards the cathedral; the Arians 
?ind the Catholics eagerly rushed to occupy that 
important poft; and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfons loft their lives in the confufion of 
the tumult. Macedonius , who was fupported by 
a regular force, obtained a decifive victory ;*but 
|iis reign was difturbed by clamour apd fedition ; 
and the caufes \ir^ich appeared the leaft connected 
with the fubject of difpute, were fufficicnt to 
pourish and to kindle the flame of civil difcord. 
As the chape) ja which the body of the grcfit Coa- 
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ftantine had been depofited was in a ruinous con* chap. 
dition, the bishop tranfported thofc venerable re* ^^^ 
mains into the church of St. Acacius.. This pru- 
dent and even pious meafure was reprefented as a 
wicked profanation by the whole party which ad^ 
hered to the Homooufian doctrine. The factions 
immediately flew to arms , the confecrated ground 
was ufed as .their field of battle ; and one of the 
ecclefiafticai hiftorians has obferved , as a real 
fact, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore the church overflowed with a dream of bloody 
which filled the porticoes and the adjacent courts. 
The writer who should impute thefe tumults folely 
to a religious principle , would betray a very im- 
perfect knowledge of human nature; yet it muft 
be confefTed , that the motive which misled the 
fincerity of zeal, and the pretence which difguifed 
the licentioufnefs of paffion , fupprefled the ic* 
morfe which , in another caufe , would have fuc- 
ceeded to the rage of the Chriflians of Gonftam 
tinople "". 

The cruel and arbitrary difpofition of Conftan* cmeity 
tius, which did not always require the provoca-i, Anaiw,. 
tions of guilt and refiftance, was juftly exafperated 
by the tumults of his capital , and. the criminal 
behaviour of a faction , which oppofed the autho- ^ 
rity and religion of their fovereign. The ordinary 
punishnients of death , exile , and confifcatioa 
were inflicted with partial rigour; and the Greeks 
ftill revere the holy memory of two clerks, a 
reader and a fub- deacon, >vho were accufed of 
the murder of Rermogenes, and beheaded at the 
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c ft A p; gates of Confhintinople. By an edict of Cohftahtius 
XXI. againil the Catholics, which has not been judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodofian code , thofe 
who refufed to communicate with the Arian 
l)is^hops/ and particularly with Macedonius , were 
deprived of the immunities of ecclefisfftics , and 
of the rights of Chriftians ; they were compelled 
to relinquish the poffeflion of the ohurches; and 
Vere ftrictly prohibited from holding their aflem- 
blies within the walls of the city. The execution 
of this unjuft law, in the provinces of Thrace and 
A(ia Minor , was committed to the zeal of Ma- 
cedonius ; ' the civil and military powers were 
directed to obey his commands ; and the cruelties 
exercifed by this Semi* Arian tyrant in the fupport 
of the Homoioujion, exceeded the commiflion, and 
difgraced the reign , o^ Conftantius. The facra- 
ments of the church were adminiftered to the 
^ reluctant victims, who denied the vocation, and 

abhorred the principles, of Macedonius. The rites 
of baptifm were conferred on women and chil- 
dren, who, for that purpofe, had been torn from 
the arms of their friends and parents ; the mouths 
of the communicants were held open, by a wooden 
engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
dowix their throat; the brealb of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-shells, or in- 
humanly cbmpreffed 'between sharp and heavy 
boards '-*. The Novatians of Conftantinople , and 
the adjacent country, by their firm attachment to 
the Homooufian ftandard , dcferved to be con- 
founded with the Catholics themfelves. Ma<^do« 
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riius was informed, that a large diftrlct of Pa- 
phlagonia '*^ was almoft entirely inhabited by thofe 
fectaries. He refolved either to convert or to ex- 
tirpate them ; and as he diftrufted , on this occa- 
fion , the efficacy of an ecclefiafticai miffion , he 
commanded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his fpiritual domi- 
nion. The Novatian pcafants-, anim^^tcd by de- 
fpair and religious fury, boldly encountered the 
invaders of their country 5 and though many of 
the Paphlagonians were slain , the Roman legions 
were vanquished by an irregular multitude, 
armed only with fcythes and axes ; and , except a 
few who efcaped by an ignominious flight, four 
thoufand foldiers were left dead on the field of 
batUe. The fuccefTor of Conflantius has exprefT- 
cd , in a concife but lively manner , fome of the 
theological calamities which afflicted the 'empire, 
and more efpecially the Eafl, in the reign of a 
prince who was the slave of his own paflions, and 
of thofe of his eunuchs. " Many were imprifoned, 
53 and perfecuted, and driven into exile. Whole 
53 troops of thofe who are flyled heretics were 
5, maffacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at Samo- 
,5 fata. In Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatia, and 
53 in many other provinces, towns and villages 
35 were laid wafte, and utterly deflroyed "* ". 

While the flames of the Arian controverfy con- 
fumed the vitals of the empire , the African pro-r 
vinces were infefled by their peculiar enemies the 
favage fanatics, who, under the name of Circum^ 
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CHAP. celHons^ forxBed the (Irengtb and fcandal of the 
^^^' Donatift f)arty '*'. The fevcre execution of the 

345 9 etc. laws of Gonftantine had excited a fpirit of difcon- 
tent and refiftance; the ftrenuous efibrts of his 
Sojol Conftans ^ to reftore the unity of the church , 
exafperated the fentiments of mutual hatred, which 
had firft occafioned the reparation; and the me- 
thods of force and corruption employed by the 
two Imperial commiflioners , Paul and Macarius , 
furnished the fchifmatics with a fpecious contrail 
between the maxims of the apoftles and the con- 
duct of their pretended fucceffors '*'. The pea- 
fan ts who inhabited the villages of Numidia and 
Mauritania, were a ferocious race, who had been 
imperfectly reduced under the authority of the 
Roman laws ; who were imperfectly converted to 
the Chriftian faith ; but who were actuated by a' 
blind and furious enthufiafm in the caufe of their 
Donatift teachers. They indignantly fupported 
the exile of their bishops , the demolition^ of their 
churches , and the interruption of their fecret 
alTemblies. The violence of the officers of 
juftice, who were ufually fuftained by a military 
guard, was fometimes repelled with equal vio- 
lence ; and the blood of fome popular ecclefiaftics , 
which had been shed in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers with an eager defire of re- 
vcfnging the death of thefe holy martyrs. By 
their own cruelty and rashnefs , the minifters of 
• perfecutidn fometimes provoked their fate ; and 
' the guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated the 
criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven 
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from their native villages, the Donatift pcafants chap. 
afTembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the '^^^' 
Getulian defert ; and readily exchanged the habits 
of labour for a life of idlenefs and rapine , which 
was confecrated by the name of religion , and 
faintly condemned by the doctors of the feet. 
The leaders of the Gircumcellions alTumed 
the title of captains of the faints; their prin- 
cipal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided with 'fwords and fpcars, was a huge and 
weighty club, which they termed an Ifraelite; and 
the well-known found of '* Praife be to God,** 
which they ufed as their cry of war, diffufed con* 
fternation over the unarmed provinces of Africa. 
At firft their depredations tvere coloured by thc^ 
plea of^neceffity; but they foon exceeded the 
meafure of fubfiftence , indulged without controul 
their intemperance and avarice , burnt the village* 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa- 
tions of husbandry, and the adminiftration of 
juftice , were interrupted ; and as the Gircumcel- 
lions pretended to reftore the primitive equality of 
mankind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety, 
they opened a fecure afylum for the slaves and 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
idandard. When they were not refitted, they 
ufually contented themfelves with plunder, but 
the slighted oppofition provoked them t6 acts of 
violence and murder; and fome Catholic priefts , 
who had imprudently fignalized their 2cal , werfc 
tortured by the fanatics with the mod refined and 
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ciiAF. wanton barbarity. The Ijpirit of the Circumcel- 
^^' lions was not always exerted againft their defence^ 
lefs enemies ; they engaged , and fometimes de- 
feated , the troops o£ the province ; and in the 
bloody action of Bagai , they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an advanced 
guard- of the Imperial cavalry. The Doiiatifts 
who were taken in arms , received , and they fooa 
deferved, the fame treatment which might have 
been shewn to the wild beafts of the defert. The 
captives died , without a murmur , enher by the 
fword , the axe, or the fire ; and the meafures of 
retaliation were multiplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors,. of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of mutual forgivenefs. In the 
beginning of the prefent century , the example of 
the Circumcellions has been renewed in the per- 
fecution , the bpldnefs^ the crimes, and the en- 
thufiafm of the Gamifards ; and if the fanatics of 
Languedoc furpaffed thofe of Numidia, by their 
inilitary atchievements, the Africans maintained 
their fierce independence with more refolution 
and perfeverance '^*. 
Their fc- Sucb difordcrs are the natural effects of religious 
ligioui tyranny; but the rage of the Dona,tifts was in- 
flamed by a frenzy of a very extraordiuary kind; 
^nd which, if it really prevailed among them in- 
fo extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral- 
leled in any. country, or in any a^c-. Many of 
thefe fanatics were poffelfed with the horror of 
Jife-, and the defire of martyrdom ; and they 
deemed it of little moment by what means , or 
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by what hands, they, perished, if thieir eont^uct CHAr. 
•was fanctified by the intention of devoting th^h)« ^^'* 
kWcs to the glory of the true faith, and thfe hope 
of eternal happinefs "'. .Sometimes thpy- rudely 
difturbed the feftivals, and profaned the temples ^ 

of paganifm, with the defign of exciting the raoft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge th^ infulted 
honour of their gods. They fometimes forced 
their way into the counts of juftice^ and compelled 
the affrighted judge to give orders for their im- 
mediate execution. They frequently flopped tra-> 
vellers on the public highways, and obliged them 
to inflict the flroke of martyrdom , by the pro- 
mife of a.reward, if they confented, and by th« 
threat, of inflant death , if they refufed to grant fo 
very fmgular a favour. When they were difap* 
pointed of eyery other refource, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of their friends 
and brethren , they i^hould cafl themfelves head- 
long from fOme lofty rock ; and many precipices 
were shewn, which had acquired fame by. the 
number of religious fuicidSs. In the actions of 
thefe defperate enthufiafls, who were admired by, 
one parry as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by 
the other , as the victims of Satan , an impartial 
philofopher may difcover the influence and the 
lafl abufe of that inflexible fpirit , which was ori- » 
ginally derived from the character and principles 
of the Jewish nation. . , , 

The fimple narrative of the intejline d^ifions ^ General 
which diftracted the peace, an J dishonoured the of\"e"' 
IriUKpph^ ot the church, will confirm the remark of cknftian 

' f ftctj. 
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CHAP* a pagan htftorian , and juftify the complaint of a 
^xxf. venerable bishop. The experience of Ammianus 
%i2~z^u had convinced him, that the enmity of the Chrif« 
tians towards each other, furpaded the fury of favage 
beads againil man "' j and Gregory Nazianzen moft 
pathetically laments , that the kingdom of heaven 
was converted, by difcord, into the image of chaos^ 
of a nocturnal tempefl;, and of hell itfelf "*. The 
^ce and partial writers of the times , afcribing aO 
virtue to themfelves, and imputing ail guilt to then: 
adverfaries , have painted the battle of the angels 
and dxmons. Our calmer reafon will reject 
fuch pure and perfect monfters of vice or fanctity, 
and will impute an equal, or at^leafl; an indifcri-^ 
minate , meafure of good and evil to the hoftile 
iectaries , who aHumed and beftowed the appella- 
tions of orthodox and heretics. They had been 
educated in the fame religion , and the fame civil 
fociety. Their hopes and fears in the prefent , or 
in' a future , life , were -balanced iii the fame pro* 
portion. On either fide, the error might be in* 
nocent, the faith fincere, the practice meritorious 
or corriipt. Their pallions were excited by fimi- 
lar objects ;, and they might alternately abufe the- 
favour of the court, or of the people. The meta- 
phyfical opinions of the Athanafians and the 
' Arians, could not influence their moral character; 
and. they were alike actuated by the .intolerant fpi- 
rit , which has been extracted from the pure and 
fimple maxims of* the gofpel. 
Toleration A modem writer, who, with a juft confidence, 
m.^^^^' Ijas prefixed to his own hiftory the honourable 

epithets 
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epithets of political and philofophical "\ accufes cttAi», 
the timid prudence of Montefqgieu , for neglect- '^^^* 
ing to enumerate, among the caufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
cxerdfe of the pagan worship was abfolutely fup* 
preffed , and a confiderable part of his fubjects 
was left deftitute of pricfts, of temples, and of 
any public religion. The zeal of the philofophic 
hiftorian for the rights of mankind, has induced, 
him to acquicfce in the ambiguous teftimony of 
thofe ecclefiaftics , who 'have too lightly afcribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per* 
fecution "*. Inftead of alleging this imaginary 
iaw , which would have blazed in the front of ^tbe 
Imperial codes , we may fafely appeail to the ori* 
ginal epiftle, which Conftantine addrelTed to the 
iollowers of the ancient religion ; at a time when 
he no longer difguifed his converGon) nor dreaded 
the rivaU of his throne. He invites and exhorts , 
in the moft pre0ing terms ^ the fubjects of the 
Roman empire to imitate the example of their 
mafter} but he declares, that thofe who dill re- t)y Con^ 
fufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light,, may ftan*»n«« 
freely enjoy thpir tei^nples, and their fancied gods* 
A report, that the ceremonies of paganrfm were 
fupprefled , is formally contradicted by the em- 
peror himfelf, who wifely affigns, as the principle 
of his moderation, the invincible force of habit , 
of prejudice, and of fuperftition - '*^ Wiihout 
violating the fanctity of his promife, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans , the artf j1 mo- 
narch advanced, by slow and cautious fteps^ to 

Vol. in. ^ X 
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CHAP, undermine the irregular and decayed fabric of 
^^^' polytheifni. The partial acts of fcverity which 
he occafionally exercifed, though they were fe- 
cretly prompted by a Chriftian zeal , were colour- 
ed by the faireft pretences of juftice f and the 
public good; and while Conftantine defigned to 
ruin the foundations, he feemed to reform the 
abufes, of the ancient religion; After the example 
of the wifeft of his predeceffors , he condemned , 
under the moft rigorous penalties, the occult and 
impious arts of divination; which excited the 
vain hopes, and fometimes the criminal attempts, 
of thofe who were difcontented with their prefent 
condition. : An ignominious (ilence was impofed 
on the oracles , which had been publicly con- 
victed of fraud and falfehood; the effeminate 
priefts of the Nile were abolished ; and Conftan* 
tine difcharged the duties of a Roman cenfor, 
when he gave orders for the demolition of feveral 
temples of Phcenicia; in which every mode of 
proftitution was devoutly practifed iq the face of 
day, and to the. honour of Venus "*. The Im- 
perial city of Conftantinople was, in fomt mea- 
fure ♦ raifed at thfe expencc , and was adorned 
with the ^fpoils , of the opulent temples of Greece 
. and Afia ; the facred property was confifcated ; 
the ftatues of gods and heroes were tranfported , 
with rude familiarity, among a people who con- 
fidered them as objects, not of adoration, but of 
xuriofity : the gold and filver were reftored to cir- 
culation; and the magiftrates the bishops, and 
the eunuchs , improved the fortunate occafion of 
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gratifying, at once, their zwi, th[eir avarice, and cHAPt 
their refentment. But thefe 4cpredauons were xxi*. 
contined to a fai^U part of the Roman world ; and 
the provitlces hud been }ong (incc accuftomed to 
endure the fame facrilegiouai rapine, from the 
tyranny of . princes and proconfuls , who could 
not be fufpected. of any defign to fMbvert ih^ 
eftiibli.^hed religibn '*\ , 

The fons of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of and his 
their father, with more zeal, and with Icfs A\U fon** 
cretion. The pretences of rapine and oppreffion 
were infenfibly multiplied *** ; every induleence 
was jhewn to the illegal beh4viour of the Chrif. 
tians; every doubt was explained to the difad* 
vantage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was' celebrated as one of the aufpicious 
events of the reign of Conftms and Conftan-- 
tius "^. The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
a concife l^w, which might have fuperfeded the 
neceflSty of any future prohibitions. " It is o^r 
33 pleafur^ , that in all places , and in all cities , 
9i the temples be immediately shut, and carefully 
» guarded, that none may h^ve the power of 
„ offending. It is like wife our pleafure, thai: all 
» our fubjects should abftain from facrifices* If 
>5 any one should be guilty of fuch an act, let 
n him feel the fwofd of vengeance ; ^nd afcer 
j3 his execution, let his property be confifcated 
» to the public ufc. We denounce the fame 
J5 penalties againft the governors of the pro- 
i> vinoes, if they neglect to puni^^h the crimi« 
yy naU '^* ''* 3ut tjiere i^ the ftrongeft reafon to 

X ^ 
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CHAP, believe, that this formidable edict 'was cither 
^^^* cocnpofcd without being published , or was pub- 
lished without being executed. The evidence of 
facts» and the monuments which are ftill extant of 
brafs and marble , continue to prove the public 
cxercife -of the pagan worship during the whole 
teign df the fons of Conftantine. In the Eaft, as 
well as in the Weft, in cities, as well as in the 
country, a gteat number of temples were refpected, 
or at leaft were fpared ; and the devout multi- 
tude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrifices, of fefti- 
vals, and of proceflions, by the permiflion, or 
by the connivance , of rhe civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of his 
bloody edict, Conftantius vifited the temples of 
Rome; and the decency of his behaviour is re- 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 
** That emperor, " fays Symmachus, ^* fuffered 
^^ the privileges of the veftal virgins to remain 
n inviolate; he beftowed the facerdotal dignities 
3> on the nobles of Rome , granted ;the cuftomary 
3> allowance to defray the expences of the pub- 
35 lie rites and facrifices: and, though he had 
35 embraced' a diflFerent religion, he never at- 
9> tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
55 worship of antiquity "\ " The fenate ftill pre- 
fumcd to confecfate , by folemn decrees , the 
divine memory of their fovereigns; and Conftan- 
tine himfelf was Jiffociated, after his death, to 
.thofe gods whom he had renounced and infulted 
during his life. The tide, the eafigns , the pre. 
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rogatives of soverbign pontiff, vrhich had been chap. 
inftituted by Numa, and affumed by Auguftus, ^^ 
were accepted, without hefitation, by (even Chrift- 
ian emperors; who were invefted with a more 
abfolutc authority over the religion which they 
had deferted, than over that which they pra- 
feffed "\ 

The divifions of Chriftianity fufpended the ruia 
of paganifm *'' ; and the holy wajr againft the in- 
fidels was lefs vigorously profecuted by princes 
and bishops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of domeftic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry "* might have been 
juftified by the eftablished principles of intole- 
rance : but the hoftile fects , which alternately 
reigned in the Imperial court , were mutually ap- 
prehenfive oT alienating, and perhaps exafperat- 
ing, the mifids of a powerful, though declining 
faction. Every motive of authority and fashion, 
of intereft and reafop , now militated on the fide ' 
of Chriftianity; but two or three generations 
^lapfed, before their victorious influence was 
univerfally felt. The religion which had fo long 
and fo lately been eftablished in the Roman em- 
pire was ftill revered by a numerous people , lefs 
attached indeed to fpeculative • opinion , than to 
ancient cuftom. The honours of the ftate and 
army were indifferently beftowed on all the fub-* 
jects of Conftantine and Conftantius ; and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth and 
valour was. ftill engaged in the fervice of poly- 
theifm. The fuperftition of the fenator and of 
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tHAp. the peafartt, of the poet and the philofopher, v^^l 
XXI. derived from very different caufes , but ihey met 
with equal dev^oiion in the temples of the god*. 
Their zeal Nvas infenfibly provoked by the infnlt- 
ing triumph of a profcribed feet; and their hopes 
were revivfed by the well - grounded ^onlidence , 
that the prefumptive heir of the empire, a young 
and valiant hero , who had delivered Gaul from 
the arms of rhe Barbarians, had fecretly em« 
braced the religion of bis anceftors. 
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oly1>]BS , 1. IT. p. 423* edit. Cafaubon. He 6b(Vrves that the peace 
of the Byzantines was frequently difiurbed, and the extent of tht\t 
ttrHtory contracted , by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

* The navigator Byzas , who was ftiled the fon of Neptune, founded 
the city 656 years before the Chriftian JEra. His followers were drawn 
from Argot andMegara. Byzantium was afterwards rebuilt and fortified . 
by the Spartan general Paufanias. See Scaliger AnimadverC ad Eufeb. 
p. 81. Ducange Conftantinopolis , 1. i. part, i* cap. is , i^, V7ith regard: 
to the wars of the Byzantines againft Philip , the Gauls , and the 
kings of Bithynia, we should trnil none but the ancient writers who 
lived before the greatncfs of the imperial city had excited a fpirit ot 
flattery and fiction. 

' The Bbfphorus has betn v6ry minutely defcribed by Dionyfius of 
Byzantium, who lived in the time of Domitian (Hudfon Geiigraph. 
Minor, torn. iii. ) , and by Gilles or Gyllins , a French traveller of the 
XVIth century. Tournefort (Lettre XV.) ftems to have iifed his own 
eyes and the learning of Gyllius. 

* There are very few conjectures fo happy as that of Le Clere 
( Biblioth^que Univerfelle , tom. i. p. 148.) , who fuppofe$ that the 
hfttpies were only locuils* The Syriac or Phxnician name of thofe 
infects , their noify flight , the ftench and devaftation which they oc 
cafion , and the north wind which drives them into the fea , all con- 
tribute to form this ftriking refemblance. 

' The refidence of Amycus was in Afla , between the old and the 
new caftles , at a place called Laums Infana. That of Phineus was 
in Europe , near the village of Mauromole and the Black Sea. See 
Gyllius de Bofph. 1. ii. c. 23. Tournefort, Lettre XV. 

* The deception was occafioned by feveral pointed rocks, alternately 
covered and abandoned by the waves. At prefent there are two fmall 
islands, one towards either shore : that of Europe is diftinguished^ by 
iht column of Pompey-. 

^ The ancients computed one hundred and twenty fladia, or fifteen 

X 4 
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Koman niUef» They meafnred only from the new caftles » but they 
carried the ftreights as tar as the town of Chalcedon. 

* Ducas Hift. c. 34« Leiinclavius Hift. Turcica Mofulmanica , V xy. 
p. 5;77. Under the Greek empire thefe caftles were ufed^as ftate prifons, 
under the tremendous name of Lethe « or towers of oblivion. 

* Darius eng^raved in Gre^k apd Aflyrian letters on two marble 
columns, the names of his fubject nations , and the amazing numbers 
of his land and fea forces. The Byzantines afterwards tranfported 
thefe columns into the ^city , and ufed them for the altars of their 
tutelar deities* Herodotus » 1. iv. c. 87. 

'* Namque artiflimo inter Europam Afiamqiie divortio Byzantium iiL 
extremis Europi pofuere Gcxci , quibus , Pythiura Apollinem conCulen- 
tibus ubi conderent urbem, redditum oraculuui eft, qiixrerent fedent 
cetcorum terris adverfam. E& jtmbageChalcedonii monftrabantur , qudd 
ptiores illuc advecti , prxvifl locorum utilitate pejor» legiffent. Tacit^ 
Annal. xii. 62. « 

" Strabo \ I. x. p. 492. Moft of the antlers are now brpke off; or, 
to fpeak lefs figuratively, moft of the reveOTes of the harbour are filled 
Vp. See Gyllius de Bofphoro Thracio , 1. i. c. 5. 

'* Procopius de iEdificiis, 1. i. c. 5- His defcriptlou is confirmed by 
modern travellers. See Thevenot , part i. 1. i. c. is. Tournefort » 
J,ettre XII, Niebuhr Voyage d'Arabie, p. 22. 

" See Ducange , C. P. 1. i. part i. c. 16. and his Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin , p 289- The vhain ^vas drawn from the Acropolis , near 
the modern Kiosk, to the tower of Galata i and was fupported at 
convenient diitances by large wooden piles. 

'♦ Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, parti. 1. i c. 14.) contracts the 
Weafiire to 12s fmall Greek miles. Belon , Obfervations, 1. ii. c. i. ) 
gives a good dclcription of the Proponcis, but contents himfelf with 
the varue exprelfion of one day and one night's Ckil. When Sandys 
(Travels, p 21.; talks of iso furlongs in length as well as breadth, 
we can only fuppofe fome mi flake of the prefie in the text of that 
judicious traveller. 

*' See an admirable diflTertation of M. d'Anville upon the Hellefpont 
or Dardanelles, in the M6moires (Je PAcad^mie des Infcriptions , torn. 
x«viii. p. 3i8--~346. " et even that ingenious geographer is too fond 
of fuppofing new, and perhaps imaginary mtafures , tor the purpofe of 
rendering apcient writer^ as accurate as himfelf. The iladia employed 
by Herodotus iu the defgription pf the Euxine , the Bofphorus , etc. 
(I. iv c. 8Sf .' muf| undpubtedly be all of the fsime fpecies : but it feems 
impoflible to reconcile them either with truth or with each other. 

^* The oblique diftance between Seftus and Abydus was thirty fiadia. 
The impj-obabJe tale of Hero and Leander is expofed by M. Mahudel, 
but is defended on the authority of poets and medals by M. de la 
Nauze. See the Academic des Infcriptions , torn* viL Hift* p, 74, 
W6ai. p, a4flf 
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' *^ See the feventh book of Herodotus , who has erected an elegtinft 
trophy to his own fame and to that of his country. The review ap- 
pears to have been tnade with tojerable accuracy : but the vanity , 
firft of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks , was interefted to 
magnify the armament and the victory. I should much dqubt whether 
the invaders have ever outnumbered the men of any country which' 
they attacked. w 

'• See Wood's ObTervations on Homer , p. 320. I. have , with 
pleafure , felected this remark from an author who in {general feems 
to hare difappointed the expectation of the public as a critic , and 
fiill more 9t a traveller. He had vilited the banks of the Hellefpont ; 
he had read Strabo ; he ought to have confulted the RoVnan itineraries: 
how was it poi^ble for him to confound Ilium and Alexamlria Troas 
CObfervations , p. 340, 34i«;» two cities which were lixteen miles 
diftant from each other ? 

'' Demetrius of Scepiis wrote lixty books on thirty lines of Homer's 
Catalogue. The XTIIt^ Book of Strabo is fuilicieAt for our ciirioiity. 

»** Strabo , 1. xiii p 19^. The difpofitlon of the ships which were 
drawn upon dry land , and the pofts of Ajax and Achilles , are very 
clearly defcribed by Homer. See Iliad ix. 220. 

^' Zofim. 1. ii. p. 105. Sozomen, 1. ii. c. 3. Theophanes , p. 18. 
Nicephorus Calliflus , 1. vii. p. 48. Zonaras , tom. ii. 1. xiii- p. & 
Zofimus places the new city between Ilium and IfVlexandria , but this 
apparent di£ference may be reconciled by the large extent of its cir- 
cumference. Before the foundation of Conftantinople , TheiTaloniea 
is mentioned by Cedrenus (p 283*), and Sardica by Zonaras, as the 
intended capital. They both fuppofe , viith very little probability , 
that the Emperor , if he had not been prevented by a prodigy, would 
have repeated the miftake of the biind Chalcedonians. 

22 pocock's Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ii. p. 127. Hi« 
plan of the feven hills is clear and accurate. That traveller is feldom 
fo fatisfactory. 

*5 SeeBelon. Obfervations , c. 72— 'T*. Among a variety of different 
fpecies , the Pelamides , a fort of Thunnies , were the moft celebrated. 
VP^e may learn from Polybius , Strabo , and Tacitus , that the profits ' 
of the fishery conftituted the principal revenue of Byzantium. 

^^ See the eloquent defcription of Busbequius, epiftol. i. p. <4* Eft 
InEuropa; habet in confpcctu Adam, ^gyptum, Africamque d dextr&: 
,%ux tametft contigux non funt , marls tamen navigandique commodi* 
tate veluti junguntur. A finiftra vero Pontus eft Euxinus , etc. 

*^ Datur haec venia antiquitati, ut mifcendo humana dlvinis , pri- 
mordia urbium auguftiora faciat, T. Liv. in proem. 

*^ Jie fays in one of his laws, pro commoditate Urbis quam seterno 
nomine, jubente Deo« donavimus. Cod. Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. v. leg. 7- 

*7 The Greeks , Theophanes , Cedrenus , and the Author of tht 
Alexandrian Chronicle « confine themfelves to vague and general 
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tHprelBoBs. For a ndre ptittcuMr •4*(hnit of the ?ilioa , %-e ktt 
obliged to hare recevrfe to ftich Latin writers as VTiUiam of Ma!m& 
bury. See Ducaage C. P. I. i ^. 24, as* 

** See Plutarcii in Roitaol. torn. i. p. 49* edit. Bryaii. Amon^ 
other ceremonies , a large hole, which had been dug for* that purpofe, 
was filled up with handfols of earth « which each of the fettlers 
brought from the place^of his birth, and thus adopted his new 
oountry. 

*' Philoftorfiiis, I. ii. c. 9. This ineident, though borrowed from a 
fofpected writer, is characteriftic and probable. 

'* See in the Memoirs de TAcademie, torn. xxxt. p. 747 — 7S8, a 
diflertation of M. d'Anville on the extent of Conftantinople. He- ukes 
the plan inierted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri as the moft 
complete; but, by a feries of very nice obfervations , he reduces 
the extravagant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 9SQO, determines 
the eircumference of the city as confifting of about 7S00 French 
toifu, 

" Codiaus Antiquitat. Conft. p. ia» He affigns the ehurch of St. 
Antony as the boundary on the fide of the harbour. It is mentioned in 
Ducange, 1. iv. c. 6. ; but I have tried, without fucceft, to difeover the 
exact place where It was fituated. 

'* The new wall of Theodofias was conftrocted in the year 413. 
In 447 it w^ thrown down by an earthquake « and rebuilt in three 
months by the diligence of the preset Cyrus. The fuburb of tiie 
Blachernc was firft taken into the city in the reign of Heraclius. 
Ducange Gonft* 1. i. c. 10, Ii. 

" The meafurement is exprelTed in the Kotitift by T4>071 feet. It is 
reafonable to fuppoft that thefe were Greek feet; the proportion of 
which has been ingeniously determined by,M. d*AnviUe. He compares 
the ISO feet with the 78 Hashemite cubits, which in different writers 
are alfigncd for the height of St. Sophia. Each of theie cubits was 
equal to 27 French inches. 

'^ The accurate Thevenot f 1. i. c. 15.) walked in one hour and 
three quarters round two of the iides of the triangle, from the Kiosk 
of the Seraglio to the feven towers. D*AnVille examines with care, 
and receives with confidence, this decifive teftimooy, which gives a 
circumference of ten or twelve miles. The extravagant computation 
of Tournefort (Lettre XT.) of thirty-four or thirty miles, without 
including Scutary* is a ftrange departure from his ufual character. \ 

i^ The fycaci or fig.trees, formed the thirteenth region, and were 
"very much embellished by Juftinian. It has fince borne the names of 
Pera and Galata. The etymology of the former is obvious; that of the 
latter is unknown. See Uucange Conit 1. i. c. 22. and Gyllius de 
Byzant. 1. iv. c. 10. 

'* One hundred and eleven ftadia, which may be translated into 
modern Greek miles each of feven ftadia , or 660 , fometimes only 600 
French toifes. See d'Anville Mefures Itineraires, p. S3* 
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' <^ V^tn th% ancient t^xts, Which deftHbe fhe iiz« 6f Babylon ahd 
Thebes, are lettled, the exaggerations reduced, and the meafntes 
nfbertatncd , we find that thofe fartfbns cities filled the great but not 
incredible Circumference of about twenty-five or thirty miles. Compart 
d'Anville M6m. de TAcdd^mie, tortt. xk^iii. Jp. 2|s, with his Defcriptioit 
de rEgyt)te, p. 20 T, 202. 

'* If we divide Confiantinople and Paris into equal Cquares of 5d 
French toifis ^ the formei* contains 850, and the Isuter iitfo of thoft 
divifions. 

" Six hundred centenaries, or fixty thotiCand pounds weight ef gold^ 
This fum is taken from Codinus Anti<iuit. Conft. p. 11.; but unleft 
that contemptible author had derived his information from fome purer 
fources, he would probably have been unacquainted with fo obfolett 
a mode of reckoning. 

♦• For the forefts of the Black Sea, confult Totimefort, Lettrt 
XVI; for the mafble qn&rries of Proconnefus, fee Strabo, 1. xiii< 
^. 58S. The latter had already furniihed the materials of the ftately 
buildings of Cyzicus. ' ' ' 

♦' See the Codex Theodof. 1. xtii- tit. iv. leg. i. This law is dated 
in the year 314, and was addrelTed to the prafect of Italy, whofe 
iurifdiction extended over Africa. The commentary of Godefroy on the 
whole title Well deferVes to be confulted. 

^^ Conftaiitinopolis dedicator poene omnium urbiom nuditat*. 
llieronym. Chron. p. tsr. See Codinus, p. 8,9. The author of th« 
Antiquitat. Conft. 1. iii. (apod Banduri Imp. Orient, torn. i. p. 4I-) 
enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens, and a long lift of other 
tities. T>>e provinces of Greece and Afia Minor may be fuppofed to 
liave yielided the richeft booty. 

*^ Hift. Compend. p. %69. He defcribes the ftatue, or rather bnft of 
Romer with a degree of tafte Which plainly indicates that Cedrenus 
liopied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

^* Zofim. 1. ii. p. IOC. Chron. Alexandrin. vel Pafchal, p. 284* 
i^ucange Conft. I 1^ c 24. Even the laft of thofe writers ftems to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine with the Augufteum, or court 9f 
the palace. I am not fatisfied Whether I have properly diftinguished 
what belongs to the one and the othelr. 

*^ The moft tolerable account of this column is given by Pocoet. 
Defcriptlon of the Eaft, vol. ii. part. ii. p. i^i. But it is ftill in many 
inftance^ perplexed and unfatisfactory. 

*^ Aucange Conft. !. i. c. 24. p 76. And his Notes ad Alexiad. p. 382, 
The ftatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown down under the reign 
of Alexis Comnenns. 

♦^ Tournefort 'Lettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four hundred 
paces. If he means geometrical pace!« of five feet each , it waf three 
hundred eoifes in length, about forty mow than the great Circns df 
Rome. See d'Anvillt MeAires Itincraires, p. 73. 
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^' Th€ svardiaas of the noft lioly fdies wobM rcfoict if thty wcte 
Able to prodBce foch a chaio of evidence as may be alleged on this 
occalioa. See Baadori ad Antiqaitat. Coaft. p. (68. Gyllias de Byzaat. 
1. ii. c 13- I- The origiaal eoafieentioa of the tripod aad pillar ia the 
temple of Delphi may be proved from Herodotas aad Paa&oias. 2. The 
pagan Zofimos agrees with the three eccfefiaftical hifiorians, Enfebius, 
Socrates , aad Sozomen , that the lacred omameats of the temple of 
Delphi were removed to Coaftaatinople by the order of Coaftanune ; 
and among thefe the ferpentine pillar of the Hippodrome is particnlarly 
nentioBed. 3. All the Earopeaa travellers who have vilited Coaftanti- 
aople, from Boondelmonte to Pocock, defcribe it in the iame place* 
and almoft ia the £ime manner: the differences between them are 
occaiiened only by the injuries which it has fofiained from the Turks. 
Mahomet the Second broke the under-jaw of one of the ferpents with 
a ftroke of his battie-axe. Thevenot, 1. i. c. 17- 

^^ The Latin name Cockita was adopted by the Greeks, and very 
frequently occurs in the Byzantine hiilory. Oucaage Conft. 1. ii. c i. 
p. 104. 

'* There are three topographical points which indicate the (ituation of 
the palace, i. The fiair-cafe, which connected it with the Hippodrome, 
or Atmeidan. 2. A fmall artificial port on the Propontis, from whence 
there was an eafy afcent, by a flight of marble fteps , to the gardens 
•f the palace. 3- The Augufteum was a Q>acious court, one iide of 
which was occupied by the front of the palace, and another by the 
church of St. Sophia. 

'^ Zeuxippus was an epithet of Jupiter, and the baths were apart 
of old Byzantium. The difficulty of affigning their true fituation has 
not been felt by Ducange. Hiilory fecnis to connect them with St. 
Sophia and the palace; but the original plan, inferted in Banduri, 
places them 00 the other fide of the city, near the harbour. For their 
beauties* fee Chron. Pafchal, p. 28s, and GylUus de Byzant. 1. iL 
e. y. Chriftedorus (fee Antiquitat. Conft. 1. vii.) compoled iolcriptions 
in verfe for each of the ftatnes. He was a Theban poet in genius as 
well as in birth: 

Bieotum in craflb jurares acre natum. 

** See the Notitia. Rome only reckoned 1780 large houfes, domau ; 
but the word muft fa<ive had a more dignified fignification. No infuUt 
are mentioned at Conftantinople. The old capital confifted of 424 
fireets, the new of 322, , 

^' Liutprand. Legatio ad Imp. Nicephorum, p. I5;3« The modern 
Greeks have ilrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conilantinople. 
We might excufe the errors of the Turkish or Arabian writers; but 
It is fomewhat aftonjsbing, that the Greeks, who had acceis to the 
authentic materials preferved in their own language, should prefer 
fiction tQ truth, and loofe tradition to genuine hiftory. In a fingle 
page of Codinus we may detect twelve unpardonable^ miftakes ; the 
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reeoh dilation of Seyerus and Niger », th« marriage of their fon and 
■daughter , tbe fiege of Byzantium by the Macedonians , the invalioa 
•f the Gauls, which recalled Severus to Rome, the fixty years which 
elapfed from his death to the foundation of Conilantiuople, etc. 
, ^* Montefquieu, Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, c. 17. 
. '^ Thenjift. Orat. iii. p. 48. edit. Hardouin. Sozomen , 1. ii. e. S* 
Zofim. 1. ii^ p. 107. Anonym. Valelian. p. 71s. If we could credit 
Codjnus (p. 10.), Conftantine built houfes for the fenators on the 
exact model of their Roman palaces, and gratified them, as well as 
himfelf , with the pleafure of an agreeable furprife ; but the whole 
ftory is full of fictions and inconfiiftencies. 

'' The law by which the younger Theodofius , in the year 438 » 
abolished this tenure, may be found among the Novell* of that em- 
peror at the head of the Thcodofian Code , torn, vi. nov. 12. M. de 1 
Tillemont ( Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iy. p. 37l> ) has evidently 
miftaken the nature of thefe eilates. With a grant from the Imperial 
demefnes, the faitie condition was accepted a^^a favour which would 
juftly have been deemed a hardship , if it had been impofed upon pri* 
^^ate property. 

'^ The paiTages of Zofimus , of Eunapius , ofSozomen, and of 
A.gathiasy which relate to the increafe of buildings and inhabitants 
at Conftantinople * are collected and connected by Gyllius de Byzant. 
1. I. c. 3. Sidonius Apollinaris (in Fanegyr. Anthem. S6. p. 290. edit. 
Sirmond) defcribes the moles that were pushed forwards into the fea$ 
they confiiled of the famous Fuzzolan fand , which hardens in the 
water. 

. '^ Sozomen , 1. ii. o. 3> Philoftorg. I. ii. c. 9> Codin. Antiquitat. 
Conft. p. 8. It appears by Socrates, 1. ii. c. 13 > that, the daily 
allowances of the city confided of eight myriads of (rtra , which ,we 
may either translate with yalefius by the words modii of corn , or 
Gonfider as expreifive of the number of loaves of bread. 

^' See Cod. Theodof. 1. xiii. and ziv. Cod. Juftinian. Edict, xii. 
tom. ii. p. 648. edit. Genev. See the beautiful complaint of Rome 
in the poem of QIaudian de Bell. Gildonico, ver. 46-— 54. 
Cum fubiit par Roma mihi, divi&que fumfit 
£quales aurora togas; iEgyptia rura 
In partem ceilere novam. 

^^ The regions of Conftantinople are mentioned in the code of 
Juftinian, and particularly defcribed in the Notitta of the younger 
Theodofius; but as the four laft of them are not included within the 
wall of Conftantine, it may be doubted whether this divifion of the 
city should be referred to the founder. 

'< Senatom conftituit fecundi ordinis ; Ciaros vocavit. Anonym. 
Valefian. p. 715. The fenators of old Rome were ftiled CUriJJImi, 
See a curious note of Valefius and Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 9. From 
the eleventh epiftle of Julian « It should feem that the place of fenator 
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was eonfidered as a burthen , rather than as aii hovoiiy : Vtit the Abbi 
de la Bletteric (Vie de Jovien, torn. H. p. 37T.) has shewn that this 
epiftle could no: relate to Conftantlnople. Might we not read , inftead 
of the celebrated name of Bv^ocvrtdiu the obfcure' but «iore probable 
word Bi(rocvSnv:t;^ Bifanthe or Rhoedeftus, now Rhodofto, was a f9iall 
maritime city of Thrace. See Stepbaa. Byz. de Urbibu^, p. 22^. and 
Cellar. Geograph. torn. \. p. 849. ♦ 

«» Cod. Thcodpf. 1. xiv. 13. The Commentary ofGodsfrey (torn. v. 
p. ^20.') is long, but perplexed; nor indeed is it eafy to afcertain iii 
what the* Jus Italicum could confift, after the freedom of the city had 
been communicated to the w*hole empire. 

'' Julian ' 0'r«it. i. p. 8.) celebrates Conftantinopfe as not lefs fu- 
perior to all other cities « than she was inferior to Rome itfelf.. His 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 7^ , 76.) juftifies this language 
|)y feveral parallel and contemporary inftances. Zofimus, as well as 
$ocrates and Sozomen, flourished after the divifion of the empirt 
between tbe two fons of Theodofius, which eftablished a perfett equality 
between the old and the new capital. 

^* Codinus (^ntiquitat. p. $.} affirms ^ that the foundations ot 
Conftantinople were laid in the year of the world 5837 (A. D. 329), 
qn the 26th of September, and that the city was dedicated the nth 
Qf May 5838 (A. D. 330. \ He connects thefe dates with feveral 
characteriftic epochs, but they contradict each other; the authority of 
Codinus is of little weight, and the fpace which he alfigns muft appear 
infufficient. The term of ten yeari is given us by Julian Orat. I. p. 8.}» 
9Ud Spanheim labours to eUablish the tr^th of it ( p. 69 — 75 ) , by the 
tielp of two paflages from Tbemiilius (Qrat. iv. p. 58.) and Philoftorgius 
(1. ij. c. 9.)f which from a period from the year 324 to the year 334. 
Modern critics are divided concerning this point of chronology,- and 
thefr difterent fentiments are very accurately difcuffed by Tillemont, 
Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 619 — 625. 

•* Themiftius, Orkt. iii. p.' 47- ' Zofim. 1. ii. p. 108. Conftantine 
himfelfj fn one of his laws (Cod. Theod. !. xv. tit. i. 3, betrays his 
impatience. 

•• Cedrenus and Zoharas, faithful to the mode of (\iperftitJon which 
prevailed in their own times , afTure us , that Conftantinople was 
. confecrated to. the Virgin Mother of God. 

*' The earlieft and moft complete account of this extraordinary 
ceremony may. be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. 285. Til- 
lemont, and the other friends of Conftantine, who are offended with 
the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriftian prin«e, had 
a right to ponfider it as doubtful, but they were not authorifed to 
omit the mention of it. 

•• -Sozomen, 1. ii, c. 2. ' Ducange C. P. I. i. c. 6* Velut ipfius 
Romap filiam, is the expreffion of Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1. v. c. 25. 

*^ £utropius p 1. X. 6. 8, Julian. Orat. i< p. 8. Cueange C. P. 
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1. i. c. ^» The name oF Conftintfnople is extant on t^ie medals of 
ConAantine. ' • 

7® The lively Fontenclle (Oialognes des Morts, xii,) affects to 
deride the vanity of huipan ambition , and feems to triumph in the 
difappomtment of C«nftantine * whofe immortal nam^ is ijqw loft in 
the vulgar appellation of Iftambol, a Turkish corruption of £<f rjiv -ffoXiV* 
Yet the original name is ilill preferved, i. By. the nations of Europe. 

2. By the modern Greeks. 3.. .By the Arabs ,' whofe writings arc 
diffufe^ over the wide extent of th^ir conqu^fts in Afia aiid Affipa. 
S^e d'Herbelot Biblioth^qtue Orientale , p. 27^. 4- By th? mQre learned 
Turks, and by the emperor himfelif in his public m^;idate§, C^n^einir's 
Hiftory of the Othman Empire, p.. ii. 

7* The Theodofian code was promulgated A, p. 438jj .$e^ tl^e Pro- 
legomena of Godefroy, c. i. p. 18?. 

7» Pancirolus , in his elaborate Commentary", afligns to the Notitia 
a date almoft fimilar to that of the Theodofian cq^e^ hut his propfi|» 
or rather conjectures, are extremply feeble. J should be rather inclip^ 
to place this ufeful work between the final divifion of the empire 
fA. D. 39^), and the fuccefsful inyafion of Gaul by the Barbarimit 
(A. D. 407'. See'Hiftoire des anpiens Peuples.de Tgurop^ torn. yii. p. 40. 

^' Scilicet externse fuperhiac fuefo, *npn inerat notitia noftri (perhaps 
nofira) ; apud (^uos vis Imperii valet, inapia trai^fmittHn^ur. TacU* 
Annal. xv. 31* The gradation from the ftyl^ of freedom and fimplicity,^ 
to that of form and fervitude , may bg traced in the E^^ps of Qiqn-q, 
of Pliny, and of Synimachus. 

^^ The emperor Gratian , after confirming a law of pr^eedeiicy pub* 
lished by Valentinian ^ the father of his Jpiviai(y , thus continues : 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi Ipcum uCurpaverit, quUa {e ignoratione 
defendat ; fitque plane facriUgli re;u5 , qui ^via^ pi^rcepta neglexerit. 
Cod. Theotl. 1. vi. tit. v. leg. 2. 

7$ Confult the Notitia Dignitatum f at the end of the Theodofian 
Code, tom. vi. p. 316. ... 

7' Pancirolus ad Notitiam utriufqiie Imperii , p. 39. But his ex« 
planations are pbfcure , and he does not fuQioi^ntly diiHnguish the 
painted emblems from the effective enfigns of office* 

77 In the Pandects, which may be referred to the reigns of the An- 
. tonines, Clarijfimus is the ordinary and legal title of a fen^^tpr. 

7' Pancirol. p. 12 — ^17. I have not taken any notice of the two 
inferior tanks, Perfectijjimus , and ^grcgius , which were g^vea %q many 
perfons, who were not raifed to the fenatorial dignity. 

7* Cod. Theodof. I. vi. tit. vi. The rules of prec^ency ^Fe afoertatned 
with the moft minute accuracy by the emperors , and iUuAtate4 wi|h 
equal prolixity by their learqed interpreter. 

»* Cod. Thebd. 1. vi. tit. yxii. , 

*' Aufonius (in Gratiarum Actione) bafely expatiates on this iinwartby 
topic , which is managed by Mamertinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 16. 19.) 
with fomewhat more freedom and ingenuity. 
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** Cum de ConruUbus in annnm creandit , iblus mecvin volutareni 
. . . te Confulem et defii^aavi , et declaravi , et priorem nuncopavi : 
tre fome of the expreffions employed by thi emperor Gratiaa to his 
prseceptor the poet Aufunius. 
. •' Jmmanefque . . . , dentes 

Qui fecti ferro in tabulaa auroque micantes , 
Infcripti rutiltim ccelato Confule nomen 
Per proceres et vulgiis eant. 

Claud, in ii ConC StiHchon. 4^^* 
Montfancon has reprefented fome of thefe tablets or dypticks i £^t 
Sopplement ii TAntiquit^ expliqu^e, torn, iii. p. aao. 
*^ Confule Ixtatur poll plurima faecula vifo 
Pallanteus apex : agnofcunt roftra curules 
Anditas quondam proavis : defuetaque cingit 
Regi&s auratis Fora fafcibus Ulpia lictor. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Honoril 643* 
From, the reign of Cams to the fixth confulship of Honorius , there 
was an interval of one hundred and twenty years « during which the 
emperors were always abfent from Rome on the firft day of January. 
See the Chronologie de Tiliemont * torn. iii. iv. and v. 

" See Claudian in Conf. Prob et Olybrii 17S , etc. and in iv Conf. 
Honorii, S8^ « etc.; though in the latter it is not eafy to feparate the 
ornaments of the emperor from thofe of the conful. Aufonius received, 
from the liberality of Gratian , a vefiU palmata , or robe of ftate j i« 
which the figure of the emperor Confiantius was embroidered. 
" Cernis et armorum proceres legumque potentes: 
Patricios fumunt habitus ; et more Gabino 
Difcolor incedit legio , poiitifque parumper 
Bellorum lignis, fequitur vexilla Quirini. 
Lietori cedunt aquils , ridetque togatus 
Miles , et in mediis elFulget curia cailris. 

Claud, in iv Conf. Honorii, f. 
■ ftrictafque procul radiare fecures. 

In Conf. Prob. %t9. 
•^ Sec Valefius ad Ammian. Marceliio. I. xxii. c. 7, 
•• Aufpice mox lato fonuit clamore tribunals 
Te faftos ineunte quater ; folemnia ludit 
Omnia Hbertas : deductum vfndice morem 
Lex fervat, fiamulufque jugo laxatus herili 
Ducitur, et grato remeat fecurior ictu. 

Claudian in iv Conf Honorii, ^il. 
" Celebrant quidem fulemnes iilos dies, omn'S ubique urbes qusfc 
fub legibus ai^unt ; et Roma de more, ct Conflantinopoiis de imita* 
tione , et Antiochia pro hixu, et diftincta Carthago, et dpmus fiumi- 
nis Alexandria , fed Trevirt Principis beneficio. Aufunius in Grat. 
Aettone» ' 

•* Claudia* 
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*« Glaudian rin ConH Mall. Theodori , 179 — -337.) defcribeSi i« a 
lively and fanciful manaer , the various games of the eircus , tht 
theatre, and the amphitheatre , exhibit-rd by the new confuL The 
^n^uinary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited. 

" Procopius In Hill. Arcan&, c, 26. 

*^ In Confulatu honos fine labote fufc^pitur. ( Mamerlln in Panegyir/ 
Vet. xi. 2.) This exalted idea of the confulship is borrowed from aii 
Oration (iii. p. 107.) pronounced by Julian in the fervile court of 
Cooitantius. See the Abbf de la Bleterie (M^moiret de r\cad^mie^ 
torn. xxiv. p. 2S9*)t who delights to purfue the veftiges of the old 
•onftitution , and who fometimes finds them in his copious fancy. . 

*' Intermarriages between the Patricians and Plebeians were pro* 
hibited by the laws of the Xll'tables; and the uniform op«rations 
of human nature may atteil that the cuftom furvived the law. See in 
Livy (iv. I — 6.) , the pride of family urged by the con-ful , and the 
Irights of mankind aflerted by the tribune Canuleiu«. 

^* See the animated pictures drawn by Sa'Iufl , in the Jugurthine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even oF the virtuous Metellus^ 
who was unable td brook the idea thdt the honour of the confulship 
should be beilowed on the obfcure merit .of hi*: lieutenant Marius 
(c. 6^). iTwo hundred years before, the tace 0^ the Metelli themfelvee 
were confounded among the Plebeians of Rome ; and from the etymo- 
logy of th^'ir name of Caci/ius , there is reafon to believe that thofe 
haughty nobles derived their origin from a futlcr. 

'5 In the year of Rome 800 , very few remained, not only of the 
^Id Patrician families^ but even of thofe which had been created by 
C«far and Auguftus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. as.) The family of Scaurus 
(a branch of the Patrician £milii) was degraded ^o low that his 
father , who exercifcd the trade of a charcoal-merchant , left hiin only 
ten slaves , and fomewhat lefs than three hundred pounds ilerjing. 
(Valerius Maximus, 1. iv. c. 4. n. ir., Aurel. Victor, in Scauro.; The 
family was faved from oblivion by the merit of the fon. 

** Tacit. Annal. xi. 2?. Dion CaiTius, 1. iii. p. 693. The virtues of 
Agricdla, who ^ai created a Patrician by the emperor Vefpafian , re« 
fleeted honour on that ancient order; but his ance(iors had not any 
elaim beyond an fequeflrian nobility. , 

♦^ This failure would have Jbeen almoft in^poflible if it wefe true, 
as Calaubon compels Aurelius Victor to affirm ( ad Siieton. in Caefar. 
c. 42. See Hift. Auguft. p. 203. and Cafaubon. Comment, p. 22^, )» 
thatVefpafian created at once a thoufand Patrician families.. B.iit this 
extravagant riumber is too much even for the whole Senatorial order, 
unlefs we should inclu(le all the Roman knights who vvere diftinguisheil 
hy the permiifion of wearing the laticlave. 

f* ^ofimiiS , I. if. p. IIS. ; and Godefroy ad dod. Theodof. 1. vi^ 
lit. vi. . 

♦• Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 169, lib. If we had not fortunately jpoflefTeil 

vei. m. * 
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this Citisfactory account of the divifion of the power and provinces 
of the Pnetorian prafects , we should frequently have been perplexed 
ftmidft the copious details of the Code , and the circumftantial minutenelh 
of the Notitia. 

»•*» See a law of Conftantine himfelf. A prefectis autem praetoris 
provocare, non finimus. Cod. Jnftinian. 1. vii. tit. Ixii. leg. 19. Cha-^ 
rifins, a lawyer of the time of Conftantine (Heinec. Hift. Juris Romani* 
p. 34^.) t who admits this law as a fundamental principle of JHrii^ 
prudence, compares the Pratorian prefects to the matters of -the 
liorfe of the ancient dictators. Pandect* 1. i. tit. xi. 

'•'When Juftinian , in the eichaufted condition of the empire » 
fnflitnted a Praetorian praefect for Africa , he allowed him a falary of 
one hundred pounds of gold. Cod. Juftinian. 1. i. tit xxvii. leg. !• 

'•* For this , and the other dignities of the empire , it may be 
Efficient to refer to the ample commentaries of Pahcirolus and Gode- 
Iroy, who liave diligently collected and Stccurately digefted in theit 
proper order all the legal and hiftorical materials. From thofe authors^ 
Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the World , vol. ii.. p. 24 — 77.) had deduced 
a very diftinct abridgment of the ftate of the Roman empire. 
» ^•^ Tacit. Annal. vi. 11. Eufeb. in Chron. p. I5S. Dion Caffins , 
in the oration of Maecenas (I. vii. p. fS75.) , dcfcribes the prerogatives 
of the praefect of the city as they were eftablished in his own time. 

'*♦ The fame of MefTalla has been fcarcely equal to his merit, itk 
the earlieft youth he was recommended by Cicero to the friendship of 
Brutus, fle followed the ftahdard of the republic till it was broken in 
the fields of Philippi: l^e then accepted and deferved the favour of the 
moft moderate of the conquerors ; and uniformly aflerted his freedom 
and dignity in the court of Auguftn<-». The triumph of MefTalla^ was 
juftified by the conqueft of Aquitain. As an orator , he difputed the 
palm of eloquence with Cicero himfelf. MefTalla cultivated every mufe, 
and was the patron of every man of genius. He fpent his evenings in 
philofophic converfation with Horace; aflumed his place at table between 
Delia and Tibullus ; and amufed his leifure by encouraging the poetical 
talents of young Ovid. 

^^^ Iticivilem effe potleiTatem conteftans , fays the translator of 
Eufebius. Tacitus exprelTes the fame idea in other words: quafi nefcius 
exercendi. 

'•* See Lipfius , Excurfus D. ad i lib. Tacit. Annal. 

'•^ Heineccii Element. Juris Civilis fecund, ordinem Pandect, torn. i. 
p. 70. See likewife Spanheim de TJfuNumifmatuiti , torn. ii. diflertat. x. 
p. 119 In the year 456, Marcian published a law, that three citizens 
should be annually created Praetors of Conftantinople by the choice 
of the fenate , but with their own confent. Cod. Juftinian. 1. i. 
tit. xxxix. leg. 2. 

'°' Q.uidquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P. U- videtur per- 
tinere ; feJ «t fiquid intra 'centefimum milliarium. Vlptan in Pandect. 
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]. i. tit. xiii. n. i. itt proeeeds to enumerate the various offices of 
the praefect, who, ifl the Code of Jufttniah fl. i. tit; i^jtiix. leg 3), 
•is declared to precede and command all city magiftrates, fine injurii 
ac detrimento honoris alieni. 

'•• Befides our ufual guides, we may obfervei that Felix Cante- 
iorlns has writteh a feparate treatife , De Praefecto Urbis ; and that 
many curidus details concerning the police of Rome and Conllantinople 
are contained in the foitifteenth book of the Theodofian Code. 

**• Eunapiiit affirms , that the prbconful of Afia was independent of 
the praefect; which miift, however, be und^rftood with fome allowan- 
ce : the jurifdiciton of the vice-pneffcct he ihoft aiTuredly difclaimed. 
^ancirolus^ p. 161. 

''' The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors; and they 
lill received large falaries, either from the treafiiry or the province. 
See Panclrol. p/a«, and Cod. Juftinian. 1. *ii. tit. Ivi., Ivii. 

'** In Italy there was likewife the Vicar of Romt. It has been much 
difpnted , whether his jurisdiction meaftired one hundred miles from 
the city, or Whether it ftretched over the ten fouthern provinces of Italy. 

**• Among the works of the celebrated Ulpian , thei-e was one in 
ten books , concerning the office of a proconful , whofe duties in the 
moft effential articles were the fame a^ thofe of an ordinary governor 
of a province. 

*'^ The prefidents , or confulars, could impofe only two ounces; 
the vice-pracfects , three; the proconfuls, count of the eaft, and pracfrct' 
of Egypt, fix. See HeirieeciiJuB. Civil, torn. 1. p. 75. Pandect. 1. xlviii. 
tit. xix n. 8 Cod. Juftinian. I. i. tit. liv. leg. 4. 6. 

»'* Ut nul!i patriae frrae adminiflratio fine fpeciali prirfcipis permifTit 
permlttatur. Cod Juftinian i l.i. tif" xH. This law was firft enacted 
*y the emperor Marcus, afier the retieHion of Caflius Dion. I. Ixxi.). 
The fame regulation is obl^rved in China ; with equal ftrittnefs and 
with equal effect* 

'** Pandect. 1. xxiii. tit. ii. n. 38. S7. «3. 

*" In jure continetur , iie quis in adminifhatione fconftitntus aliquid 
compararet. Cod. Theod. 1. viii. tit xv. leg. i. This maxim of 
common law was enforctd by a feries of edicts (fee the remainder of 
•the title) from Conftahttne to Jtiftin. Fram this prohibirtoh , which 
is extended to the meaneft oMcefs of the governor, they except on*y 
clothes and proviOons. The purchafe within five years may be recovered; 
ifter which, on information, it devolves to the ti^eafury. 

'^* CeiTent rapaces jam nuhc officialium manus; cefTent , irtquam ; 
ham fi ^oniti non ceflaverint, gladiis pr^cidehtur , etc. Cod. Theod; 
1. i. tit. vii. leg. r. Zeno enacted, that all governors should remairt 
in the province , to anfwer any aceufatiorrs , fifty dayi after the e±* 
piration of their power. Cod. Juftinian. 1. ii. tit. xlix leg I. 

"• 'SummA igitur ope, et alacri ftudio has leees noftras aCripite ; 
' tt vofinetipfot fie ettiditot oftendite, ut fpes vos pulcherrima foveat ; 
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toto legitimo bpere perfecto , poSt etiam nofttam rempvblicam in 
partibus ejus vobis credendis gubernari. Juftinian in proem. Inftitu* 
tionum. 

1 16 ipji^ fplendor of the fchool of Berytns , whioh preferred iu the 
•caft the language and jurifprudence of the Romans, may be compsted 
to have lafted from the third to the middle of the Uxth oentsry. 
Heinecc. Jur. Rom. H|it p. 3SI — 3S6: 

^*' As in a former period I liave traced the civil and military pro^ 
motion of Pertinax , I shall here infert the civil honours of Mallius 
Theodorus. i. He was diftinguished by his eloquence, while he pleaded 
«s an advocate in the court of the Praetorian prlefec^ 2. He governed 
one of the provinces of Africa « either as prefident or confular, and 
deferved , by his adminiftration , the honour of a brafs ftacue. 3^. He 
was appointed vicar, or vice-prxfect of Macedonia. 4- Quxftor. s. Cona( 
of the {acred largefTes. 6, Prxtorian praefect of the 6au!s ; whiift he 
night yet be reprefented as a young man. 7* After a retreat , perhaps 
e difgrace of many years , which Mallius (confounded by fome critics 
with the poet Manilius » fee Fabricius Bibliothec. Latin, Edit. Erneft. 
torn i. c. 18. p. SOI. ) employed in the iludy of the Grecian philofephy« 
he was named Prstorian prxfect of Italy, in the year 397' 8. While 
he ftill exercifed that great office » he was created, in the year 399 t 
conful for the Weft; and his name , on account of the infamy of his 
colleague, the eunuch Eutropius, often ftands alon^ in the Fafti. 9.* In 
the year 408 , Mallius was appointed a fecond ^ime Praetorian prefect 
of Italy. Even in the venal pauegync 6f Claudian « we may difcover 
the merit oJF Mallius Theodoras^ who, by a rare felicity, was the 
intimate friend both of Symmachus and of St. Avguftin. See Tillemont, 
Hift. des Em p. tom. v. p. iiio—- ^1114. 

'^^ Mamertinus in Panegyr. .vet. xi. 16. Aiketius apud Photinm, 

p. TiOO. 

'^' The curious pafTage of Ammianus (1. xxx. c. 4* ) * in which he 
paints the manners of contemporary lawyers « ailbrd.s a ilrange mixture 
of found fenfe , falfe rhetoric, and extravagant (atire. Godefroy (Pro- 
legom. ad Cod. Theod. c. i. p. i^<; ) fupports the hillqriau by fimilar 
complaints « and authentic facts. In the fourth century, many camels 
might have been laden .with law-books. Euoapius in Yet. £defii« 
». 72. 

*^ See a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, particulariy 
c. 20, 21. The lieutenant of Britain was entrufted with the fame 
. powers which Cicero , proconful ofCilicia, had exercifed in the name 
of the fenate and people. 

^*^ The Abb^ Dubos, who has examined with accuracy (fee Hift. de 
la Monarchie Franqoife , tom. i. p. 41 — ^100. edit* 1742.) the infti- 
tutions of Auguftus and of 'Conftantine « obferves , that if Otho had 
1)een put to death the day before he. executed his conipiracy, Otho 
^ould now appear in hiftory as innocent as Corbulo. 
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4 '^^ Zoiunus, 1. if. p. no. Before the end of the feign of Con- 
ftantius , the magifiri mi/itum were already increafed to four. See 
Valeiius ad Ammian. U xvi. c. 7« 

'*? ThoiiRh the military counts and dukes are frequently mentioned, 
both in hiftory and the codes, we rouft have recourfe to the Notitia 
for the exact knowledge of their number and ftations. For the infti- 
tution, rank, privileges, etc. of the counts in general, fee Cod. Theod. 
1. vi. tit. xii — XX. with the Commentary of Godefroy. 

**• Zofimus, 1. ii. p. Iii. The diilinction between the two clalTes 
of Roman troops is very darkly exprefled in the hiftorians , the laws » 
and the Notitia. 'Confult, however, the copious partition or abftract, 
which Godefroy^ has drawn up of the feventh book, de Re Militari, 
of the Theodofian Code, 1. vii. tit. i. leg. I8. L. \\n. tit. i. leg. lo. 

'^' Ferox erat in fuos miles et rapax, ignavus vero in hoftes e^ 
fractus. Ammian. 1. xxii. c. 4- He obChrves that they loved downy 
beds and houfes of marble ; and that their cups were heavier than theit 
fwords. 

*'* Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. i. leg. l. tit, xii. leg. i. See Howell's 
Hift. of the World , vol. ii. p. 19. That learned hiftorian, who is 
not fufficiently known > labours to jufiify the character and policy of 
Conftantine. 

'*^ Ammian. 1 xix c. 2. He obferves (c. s.), that the defperate 
fallies of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water thrown on 
a great conflagration. 

''^ Pancirolus ad Notittam , p. 9^. M^moires de TAcad^mie des 
Infcriptions , torn. xxv. p. 491* 

'^^ Roniana acies unius prope formae erat et hominum et armorum 
genere. — Regia acies varia magis multis gentibus diiB mil itu dine 
armorum auxiliorumque erat. T. Liv. 1. xxxvii. c. 39, 40. Flaminius, 
even before the event, had compared the army of Antiochus to a 
fupper, in which the flesh of one vile animal was diverfified by the 
skill of the cooks. See the life of Flaminius in Plutarch. 

*'♦ Agathias, 1. v. p. i^7' edit. Loavre. 

*'< Valentinian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. %,) fixes the 
ftandard at five feet feven inches, about five feet four inches and a 
half English mea{iire. It had formerly been five feet ten inches, and 
in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc erat amplior multitudo, et 
plures fequebantur militiam armatam. Vegetius de Re militari, 1. x. c. 5. 

''' See the two titles, De Veteranis, and De Filiis Veteranorum, in 
^the Seventh book of the Theodofian Code. The age at which their 
military fervice was required, varied from twenty- five to fixteen. If 
the fons of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they had a ri?ht to 
ferve in the cavalry; two horfes gave them fome vafuable privileges. 

*'7 Cod. Theod. 1. vii, tit. xiii. leg. 7. According to the hiftorian 
Socrates (fee Godefroy ad.loc), the fame emperor Valens fometimcs 
required eighty pieces of gold for a recruit. In the following law it 
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is faintly expreiTed , thM slaves sh^H not be admitted inter ot^tittim^ 
lectiffimorum ,miiitum, turmas. 

'3' The perfon and property of a Roman knight < who had mutilated 
his two fons , were fold at public auction by the order of Auguftu s. 
(Sueron. in Auguft. c, 27.) The moderation of that artful ufurper 
proves , that this es^anlple of feverity was juftified by the fpirit of the 
times. Ammiadus makes a diftinstioii between the ^Stm\n^%t Italian^ 
and the hardy Gauls^ (L. xv- c. la.) Yet only fifteen years afterwards* 
Valentipian , in a law addrefied to the prsefect of Gaul , is obliged 
to enact that thelb cowardly defer ters shall be burnt alive. ( Cod# 
Theod. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. %,. Their numbers ia TUyricum were 
(b confiderable, that the province complained of a fcdroity of recruits. 
(Id. leg. 10. 

XS9 xhey were called AiursL MurcidUs is found in Plautus arid 
Feftus, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon , who, aocdrding to Arno- 
bius and Augnftin , was under the immediate protection of the godde£s 
Murcia. From this particular inilance of cowardice, murcart , is ufed 
as fynonimous to mutiUrt, by the writers of the iiiiddle Latinity. See 
^ndenbrogius , and Valelius. ad Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xv. c. iz. 

^^^ Malarichus — adhibitis Francis quorum ea tenipeitate in palatio 
multitudo florebat,erectius jam loquebatur tumultuabaturque. Ammian. 
1» XV. c. s. 

'^' Barbares omnium primus, ad ufque fafees auxerat et trabeas 
confulares. Ammian. 1. xx. c. 10. Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. 
c. 7. and Aurelius Victor feem to confirm the truth of this alfertion \ 
yet in the thirty. two confular Faili of the reign of Conftantinc, I 
cannot difcover the hame of a fingle Barbarian- I should therefore 
interpret the liberality of that prince, as relative to the ornaments, 
rather than to the office, of the confulship. 

*♦* Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. 8. 

'^^ By a very fingnlar metaphor , borrowed from the military 
character of the firft emperors , the ileward of their heufehold Was 
ftyled the count of their camp (comes caftfenfis). Cailiodorins very 
feriously reprefents to him, that his own fame, and that of the em- 
pire ,. muft depend on the opinion which foreign ambitinidors may 
conceive oF the plenty and magnificence pf the royal table. C Variar. 
1. vi. epiftoK 9.) 

^^^ Gntherius ^de Officiis Domfrs Auguilx, 1. ii» c. 20. I. iii.) has 
vei-y accurately explained the functions of the mafter of the offices, 
and the conilitution of his fubordinate fcrinia. But he vainly attempts, 
on the moH doubtful authority, to deduce from the time of the Anto- 
nines, or even of Vero , the origin of a magiftrate who. cannot be 
found in hiftory before the reign of Conftantine. 

'♦^ Tacitus (Annal. xi. 22.; fays, that the firft quaeftors were elected 
by the people, fixty-four years after the foundation of the republic ; 
but he is of opinion, that they had, long before 4hat period, been 
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'*aiifii»l]y appointed by the confuls , and even by the kings. But this 
obfcure point of antiquity is contefted by other writers. 

'^' Tacitus (Anual. xi. 32.) feems to confider twenty as the higheft 
aumber of quaeftors; and Dion (1. xliii. p. 374.) infinuates that if the 
dictator Caefar once created forty » it was only to facilitate the payment 
of an immenfe debt of gratitude. Tet the augmentation which he made 
of praetors fubitfted under the fucceeding reigns. 

'^^ Sneton. in Auguft. c. 6%, and Torrent, ad loc. Dion. Caf. 
p. 7^^. ' 

'♦■ The youth and inexperience of the quaeftors , who entered on 
that important office in their twenty -fifth year C Lipf. Excu-f. ad Tacit. 
1. iii. D. ) , engaged Auguftns to remove them from the management of 
the treafury; and though they were reflored by Claudius, they feem to 
have been finally difmiiTed by Nero. (Tacit. Annal. xxii. 39. Sneton. 
in Aug. c. 36. in Claud, c. 34. Dion, p, 696. 96i> etc< Flin. Epiftol. x. 20. 
et alib. ) In the provinces of the Imperial divifion , the place of the 
quaeftors was more ably fupplied by the procurators ( Dion. Caf. p. 707. 
Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. c. if.); or» as they were afterwards called, 
rationales, ( Hift. Auguft. p. 130. ) But in the provinces of the fenate 
we may ftill difcover a feries of Quaeftors till the reign of Marcus Anto- 
ninus (See the Inforiptions of Gruter, the Epiftles of Pliny, and a 
decifive fact in the Auguftan hiftory, p. 64.) Ft<om Ulpian we may 
learn, (Pandect, 1. i. tit. I3-) that under the government of the houfe 
of Severus, their provincial adminiftration was abolished; and iii the 
fubfequent troubles , the annual or triennial elections of quaeftors muft 
have naturally ceafed. * 

'^' Cum patris nomine et epiftolas ipfe dictaret* et edicta eonfcriberct* 
orationefqne in fenatu rccitaret, etiam quaeftoris vice. Sueton. in Tit: 
c. 6. The office muft have acquired new dignity, which was occafionatly 
executed by the heir apparent of the empire. Trajan entrnfted the fame 
care to Hadrian his quaeftor and couiin. Sbe Dodwell Praelectipn. 
Cambden. x. xi. p. 3^- — ^94- 

**• Terris edicta daturus; 

^ Supplicibus refponfa — Oracula regis 
Eloquio creverr tuo ; nee dignius unquam 
Majeftas meminit fefe Romana locutam. 
Claudian in Confulat. Mall. Theodor. 33- See likewife Symmachus 
(Epiftol. i. 17.) and Cafiiodorius (Variar. vi. ^ .) 

*5' Cod. Thend. 1. vi. tit. 30. Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii. tit. 24. 

*'* U\ the departments of the two counts of the treafury, the eaftern 
part of the Notitia happens to be very defective. It may be obferved, 
that we had a treafury- cheft in London , and a gyneceum or manufacture 
at "Winchefter. But Britain was not though^ worthy either of a mint 
or of an arfenal. Gaul alone poflTefled three of the former, and eight 
of the latter. 

"''Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg. 3. and Godefroy ad loff. 
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^f* Strabon. Geo^rraph. 1. xii. p. 809. The other temple of Ct)niaiia, 
in PontUJB, was a colony frum that oi Cappadocia, 1. xii. p. 82^4 The 
preiident Oe$ 3rofles (lee his Salufte, tom. ii, p. 21.) conjectures that 
the deity adored in both Comanas was Beltis, the Venus of the Eaft, 
the goddefs of generation; a very different being indeed from tha 
foddef^ of war. 

"' Cod. Theod 1. x. tie. vi. de Grege Dominico. Godefroy hat 
collected every circumftance of antiquity relative to the Cappadocian 
horfes. One of the fineft breeds, the Palmatian, was the forfeiture of 
a rebel , whofe eftate lay about iixteen miles from Tyana , near the 
great road between Conftantinople and Antioch. 

^" Judinian (Novell. 30. ■ fubjected the province ef the count of 
Cappailocia, to the immediate authority oi the favourite eunuch, who 
prefided over the facred bedchamber. 

'57 Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg. 4, etc. 

'*• Pancirolus, p. 102 136. The appearance of thefe military 
domeftics is defcribed in the Latin poem of Corippus , De Laudibus 
Juftin. 1. iii H7 -< — 179. P. 419, 420, of the Appendix Hift. 
Byzantin. Rom. 1777. 

''' Ammianus Marcellinus, who ferved fo many years, obtained 
only the rank of a Protector. Tlie firil ten among thefe honourable 
foldiers were ClariJJImi. 

"" Xenophon. Cyropoed,, 1. viii, Briffon, de Regno Periico, 1. i. 
N^ 190. p. 264. The emperors adopted with pleafure this Perfian 
metaphor. 

. **' For the Afcntts in Rebus, fee Ammian. 1. xv. c. 3. I. xvi, c. U 
1. xxii. c. 7- with the curious annotations of ValeHus. Cod. Theod. 
I. vi. tit. xxvii, xxviii , xxix. Among the pafTages collected in the 
Commentary of Godefroy, the moil remarkable is one from (<ihaniuSft 
in his diTcourfe concerninir the-dt^ath of Julian. 

'^^ The Pandects (\. xlviii. tit, xviii. ' contain the fentiments of the 
mjoil celebrated civilians on the fubject of torture. They itrictly confine 
it to slaves; and Ulpian himfelf is ready to acknowledge, that Res eft 
fragilis, et periculofa, et qnx vvn'tatem fallat. ^ 

"» In the fonfpiracy of Pifo ag^inft Ntro, Epicaris (libertina mulier) 
was the only perfon tortured; the reft were intacti tormentis. It would 
be fuperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult to find a 
ftronger, example. Tacit. Annal. xv. ^7. 

^** Digendum . . . de Inftitutis Athenienfium, Rhodiorum, docttfii. 
morum hominum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbiifimum eft; liberi , 
civefque torqnentur, Cicero. Partit. Orat. c. 34. We may learn from 
the trial of Philotas the practice of the Macedonians. ( Diodor. Sicul. 
1. xvii. p. 604. Q, Curt. 1 vi c. ii.) 

'^^ Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil, part. vii. p, 8I.) has collected 
^liefc exemj^tions into one view. 

'*^ Tills definition of the fagc Ulpian (Pandect. K xlviii, tit. iv.) 
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feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather than to 
that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofius and Jufiiniaa 
«d )eg. Juliam majeftatis. 

"^ Arcadius Charifius is the oldrft lawyer quoted in the Pandcctt 
to juitify the nniverfal practice of torture in all rafes of treafon; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. c. 12. > 
with the moft refpectful terror , is enforced by feveral laws of the fnc- 
cefTors of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xxxv. In majeftatis 
«rimtne omnibus aequa eft conditio. 

''■ Montefquieu , Efprit des Loix, U xii. c. 13. 

'" Mr. Hume (EiTays, vol. i. p. 389O has £sen this important truth, 
with fome df free of perplexity. 

270 j^Yie cycle of indictions « which may be traced as high as the reis^ 
of Conilantius , or perhaps of his father Conftantine « is ftill employed 
by the Papal court : but the commencement of the year has been very 
reafonably altered to the firft of January. See PArt de Verifier les 
Dates, p. xi. ; and Dictionnaire Raifon. de la Diplomatique, torn. ii. 
p. 2f.; two accurate treatifes^ whicii come from the worK^hop of the 
Benedictines. 

'7* The firft twenty -eight titles of tde eleventh book of the Theo- 
dofian Code are filled with, the circumftantial regulations on the im» 
portant fubject of tributes; but they fuppofc a clearer knowledge of 
fundamental principles than it is at prefent in our power to attain. 

'^* The title concerning the Decurions (i. xii. tit. i, ) is the moft 
ample in the \N4iole Theodofian Code ; fince it contains not^lefs than 
one hundred and ninety- two diilinct laws to afcertain the duties and 
privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

*^' Habemus enim et hominum numerum qui delati funt, et agrfim 
modym. Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 6. See Cod. Theod. 1. xiii, 
tit. x. xi. with Godefroy^s Commentary. 

'7* Siquis facrilegi vitem falce fuctiderit « aut feracium Ramorum 
fcetus hebetaverit « quo declinet fidem Cenfuum* et mentiatur callide . 
paupertatis Ingenium, mox detectus capitale fubibit exitium, et bona 
ejus in FiCci jura migrabuntt Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. tit. xi leg. i. Although 
this law is not without its ftudied ohfcurity, it is, however, clear 
enough to prove the minuteneiiE of the inquilition , and^the difpropor* 
tion of the penalty. 

'7$ The aftonishment of PUny would have ceafed. Equidem miror 
P. R* victis gentibus argentum femper imperitafl'e non aurum. Hift. 
Natur. xxxiii. 15. 

'7« Some precautions were taken (fee Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. ii. and 
Cod. Juftinian. I. x. tit. xxvii^ leg. t, 2, 3.) to reilrain the magiftrates 
from the abufc of their authority, either in the exaction or in the 
purchafe of corn : but thofe who had learning enough to read the 
orations ot Cicero againft Verres (iii, de Frumento), mi^ht inftruct 
themfelves in all the various arts of opprelBon , with regard to the 
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weight, the price , the quality, and the carriage. The avarice of an 
unlettered governor would fupply the ignorance of^ precept or precedent. 

'77 Cod Theod. 1. xi. tit.xxviii. leg. 2. published the 24th of March, 
A, D. 39S, by the emperor Honerius, only two months after the death 
of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks elf ^28,041 Roman jngera, which 
t have reduced to the English meafure. The jugerum contained 28,800 
Dinare I(oman feet. 

*7t Godefroy fGod. Theod. .torn. vi. p. 116.) argues with weight and 
learning on the fubject of the capitation; but while he explains the 
caputs as a share or meafure of property > he too abfolutely excludes 
the idea of a perfonal aflTeiTment. 

'7» Q^uid profuerit ' Ju/ianus) anhelantibus extreme pennrift Gallis, 
hinc maxime claret, quod primitus partes «as ingreflbs, pro capitibus 
fingulis tributi nomine vicenos qptnos aureos repertt flagitari ; di& 
•cedens vero feptenos tantum munera univerfa complentes. Ammian. 
I. xvi. c. ^. 

*•• In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftantine and 
his fucceiTors , we need only refer to the excellent difcourfe of Mr. 
Greaves on the Denarius , for the proof of the following principles : 

1. That the ancient and modern Roman pound , containing %^S6 
grains of Troy weight , is about one twelfth lighter than the 
English pound , which is compofed of %76o of the fame grains. 

2. That the pound of gold, which had once been divided into fotty- 
eight aurti^ was at this tiihe coined into feventy-two fmaller pieces 
of the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe auref were the legal 
tender for a pound of iUver, and that confequently the pound of gold 
was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, according 
to the Roman , or about thirteen pounds according to the English , 
weight. 4. That the English pound of filver is coined into fixty- 
two shillings. From theft elements we may 'compute the Roman 
pound of gold, the ufual method of reckoning large fums, at forty 
pounds fterling ; and we may fix the currency of the aurtus at 
fomewhat more' than eleven shillings. 

*■' Geryones nos eflTe puta, monftrumque trib^tum, 

Hie capita ut vivam, tn mihi tolle tria, ' 

Sidon. Apollinar. Carm. xiii.. 

The reputation of Fatlier Sirmond led me to expect more fatisfaetion than 

. I have found in his note (p. I44) on this remarkable pafTage. The 

words, fuo ve! fuorum nomine, betray the'perplexity of the commentator. 

'•* This aflertion, however formidable it may feem, is founded on 

the original regifters of births, deaths, and marriages, collected by 

public authority, and now depofited in the Contr6U General zt Paris. 

The annual average, of .births throughout the whole kingdom, taken in 

five years ( from I770 to 1774, both inclufive) is, 479,649 boys, and 

449,269 girlx, in all 928,91s children. The province of French 

Hainault alone furnishes 9906 births: and we are affured, by an 
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ikctnal niiineratioii 6f the people annually repeated from the year 1773 
to the year 1776, that, upon an average, Hainault contains 2S7,097 
inhabitants, fiy the rules of fair analoj^y^, we might infer , that the 
ordinary proportion of annual births to the whole people, is about I 
to 26; and that the kingdom of France contains 24,1^1,868 perfons 
of both fexes and of every age. If we content ourfelves with the more 
moderate proportion of i tb 2s, the whole population will amount to 
j{3.222,9^0. From the diligent refearches of the French government 
(which are not Unworthy of our own imitation), we may hope 
to obtain a ftill greater degree of certainty on this important 
fubject. 

'•' Cod. Theod. 1. v. tit. ix, x, 5ti. Cod. Juftinian. 1 xi. tit. Ixiii. 
Coleni appellantur qui eondlAnem debent . genital! folo, propter 
agricultur^m fubdaminio pofleflbtum. Augufiin. de CivitateDei,l,.x. c. i. 

*'^ Tne ancient juHfdiction of { Auguftodunum) Autun in Burgundy, 
the capital of the £dui, comprehended the adjacent territory of 
CNoviodunum) Nevers. See d'Anville, Notice de Tancienne Gaule, 
f>. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and Nevers we now compofed, 
the farmer of 610, and the latter of4%>, parishes. The regifiers of . 
birth, taken during eleven years, in 476 parishes of the fame province 
of Burgundy, and mttltiplied by the moderate proportion of 2S (fee 
MeiThnge Recherches flir la Population, p. 142.) , may authorife us to 
afBgn an average number of 656 perfons for each parish, which being 
again multiplied by the 770 parishes of the diocefes of Nevers and 
Autun, will produce the fum of soi^,i2o perfons for the extent of 
Country which was once poifefTed by the JEdui. 

'»5 'We might derive an additional Aipply of 3of,7SO inhabitants 
fromahe diocefes of Chilons iCabiUonum) and of Maqon {Matifeo)\ 
fince they contain, the one 200, and the other 260, pa'rishes. Jhis 
accelfion of territory might be juftified by very fpecious reafons. i. Cfa&lons 
and Maqon were undoubtedly within th? original jurifdiction of the 
i&dui. (See d'Anville Notice, p. 187. 443. ) 2. In the Notitia of Gaul, 
they are enumerated not as Ciyitates , but merely as Cafkra, 3. They 
do not appear to have been epifcopal feats before the fifth and (Ixth 
Centuries. Yet there is a paiTage in Eumenius (Panegyr. Vet. viii. 7.) 
which very forcibly deters me from extending the territory of the 
JEdui in the reign of Conftantine, along the beautiful banks of the 
%ivigable Sadne. 

'•* Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. it. 

''7 L'Abbe du Hot Hift, Critique de la M. F. torn. i. p. 12 r. ' 

'®* See Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. tit. i. and iv. 

^*' Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 11^. There is probably as much paiTion and 
prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence of the 
memory of Conitantine by the zealous Dr. Howell. Hift. of the World; 
vol. ii. p. 20.- * 

^»** Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. vii. leg. 3* 
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'" See Lipfius de Ma|:nitttd. Romans. 1^ ii. c. 9* The Tarragon^efe 
Spain prefeiited the emperor Claudius with a crown of gold of fevcn^ 
and Gaul with another of nine hundrtd pounds weight. I have followed 
the rational emendation of Lipfius. 

'•' Cod. Theod. 1. xii. tit. xiii. The fenators were fuppofed to be 
exempt from the Aurum Coronarium ; but the Auri Ohlatio , which was 
required at their hands, was precifely of the fame nature. 

*'} The great Theodoflus, in his jndioious advice to his Ion (Claudiaa 
in ivConfulat. Honorii , 214* etc.) ^ diftinguishes the ftation ofaRoman 
prince from thafof a Parthian monarch. Virtue- was neceiTary for the 
one j birth might fuffice for the other. 

CHAP. SVIIL . 

' On ne fe trompera point fur Conftantin, en croyant.tout 1e mal 
qu*en ditEufebe, et tout le bien qn'en ditZofime. Fleury Hift. EccIeGa- 
fiique, torn. iii. p. 333* Eufebius and Zoiimus form indeed the two 
extremes of flatterjiand invective. The intermediate shades are exprefled 
by thofe writers, whofe charter or fituation variously tempered the 
influence of their religious zeal. 

* The virtues of Conftantine are collected for the mofi part from 
Eutropius , and the younger Victor, two fincere pagans, who -wrote 
after the extinction of his family. Even Zofimus, and the £m;'eror Julian, 
acknowledge his perfonal courage and military achievements- 

' See Eutropius X. 6 In primo Imperii tempore optimis pribcipibus^ 
ultimo mediis comparandus. From the ancient Greek verfion of 
Poeanius (edit Havercamp. p. 697. )« I am inclined to fufpect that 
Eutropius had originally written vijr mediis; and that the ofFenfive 
monofyllable was dropped by the wilful inadvertency of tranfcribers. 
Aurelius Victor exprefies the general opinion by a vulgar and indeed 
obfcure proverb. Trachala decern annis praeftantifiimus ; duodecim 
fequentibus latro ; decern novilfimis pupiUus ob immodicas profuliones. 

* Julian. Orat. i. p. 8 in a flattering difcourfe pronounced before 
the fon of Conftantine; and Caefares, p. 335. Zofimus, p. 114 • it5» 
The ftately buildings of Conftantinople , etc. may be quoted as a 
lafting and unexceptionable proof of the profufenefs of their founder. 

' The impartial Ammianus deferves all our confidence. Proximorum 
fauees aperuit primus omnium Conftantinus. L. xvi. c. 8. Eufebiq^ 
himfelf confefTes the abufe (Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 29. 54* )« and 
fome ot the Jmperial laws feebly point out the remedy. See above, 
p 38 of this volume. 

^ Julian, in the Caefars, attempts to ridicule his uncle. His fufpicious 
teilimony is confirmed however by the learned Spanheim, with the 
authority of medals (See Commeutaiiy, p. 156. 299 397. 459.) Eufebius 
(Orat. c. ^.. alleges, that Conftantine drefiTcd for the public, Aot for himfelf. 
Were this admitted, the vaineft coxcomb could, never want an excufe* 
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' Zofimus. and Zonaras agree in reprerenting Minrrvina as the 
«onciibine of Confiantine : but Ducange has very gallantly refcued her 
character, by producing a deciiWe paiTage from one of the panegyrics : 
(( Ab ipCo fine pueritise te matrimoiiii legibus dediiti. " . 

* Ducange CFainiliseByzantinae, p. 44.) beftows on him, after Zonaras, 
the name of Conilantine ; a name fomewhat unlikely, as it was already 
occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibalianus is mentioned in 
the Fafcbal Chroniclej and is approved by Tillcm^t, Uift. des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. sar. 

• .Jcrom. inChron. The poverty ofLactantius may be applied cither to 
thepraife of the defintereiied philofopher, or to the shame ofthe unfeeling 
patron. vSee Tillemont.' M^m. Ecclefiaft. tom. vi. part. i. p. 345. Dupin 
Biblioth^queEcclelial^ tom. i. p. to%. Lardner's Credibility of theCofpel 
Hiftory, part. ii. vol, vii. p. ^6. 

*? Eufeb. Hift. Ecclefiaft. 1. x. c. 9. Eutropiiis ''x. 6.' ftyles him, u egrcgiutti 
virum'*; and Julian ( Orat. i. ) very^ plainly aliiides to the exploits of 
Grilpns in. the civil war. See Spanheim. Comment, p. 92. 

** Compare Tdatius and the Pafchal Chronicle, With AmmianuS 
(1. xiv. c. 5.) The^'ctfr in which Conftantius was created Csefar, feems 
Co bt more accurately fixed by' the two chronologifts ; but the hiftorian 
who lived in his courts cduld not be ignorant of the day of the anniverfary. 
For the appointment ofthe new Csefar to the provinces of Gaul, fee Julian, 
Orat. i. p. II. Godefroy^ Ohronol* Legum^ p. iff and Blondel de la 
Primaut^derEglife, p. IT83. 

'^ Cod Theod. I. ix. tit. iv. Godefroy ful^ected the fecret motives of 
this law. Ctfmm<nt. tom. iii. p 9. 
*' Ducange Fam. Byzant p. 18. Tillemont, tom. iv. p. 610. 
** His name was Porphyrius Optatianus. The date of his panegyric, 
written according to the tafte of the age in vile acroftics^ is fettled by 
Scaliger ad Eufeb^ p. 250. Tiliemont» tom. iv. p* 607. and Fabricius 
Biblioth. Latin. 1. iv* c. i. 
'^ Zofim. 1. ii. p. T03. Godefroy Chronol. I^egura, p 28. 
** Axe^Tw?, without a trial, is the ilrong, and moft probably the jnll 
expreflion of Suidast The elder Victor^ who wrote under the next reign, 
fpeaks with becoming caution. ((Natfigrandior incertum quft caufl, patris 
„ judicio occidiflfet. " Ifwe confult the fucceeding writers, Eutropius, the 
younger Victor, Orofius, Jerom, Zofhnus, Philoftorgius, and Gregory of 
Tours ; their knowledge will appear gradually toencreafe, as their means 
of information muft have diminished) a circumftance which frequently 
occurs in hiftorical difquifition. 

*7 Ammianus '1. xiv. c. 11.; ufts the general expreflion of /'er«i7ijpi«w. 

Codinus p. h*) beheads the young prince; but Sidonius Apollinaris* 

( Epiftol. V. 8 ) for the fake perhaps of an antithefis to Faufta's warm bath, 

chufes to adminiiler a draught of cold poifon. 

'* Sororis filium , commodK indolis juvencm. Eutropius x- &. May I 
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not be (ermittdd to conjeotnre, that Criflptis had married ketena, ti)e 
danghter of the etnperor Licinins« and that on the happy delivery of the 
princefs « in the year 32a > a general pardon was granted by Conftantine ? 
See Ducange Fswn. Byzant. p. 47. and the law (l.ix. tit. xxxvii.) of the 
Theodofian Code 4 which has fo much embarta/I^d the intefpretersi 
Godefroy, torn. iii. p. t6ji 

'* See the Life of Conftantine, particularly 1. ii. c 19, 20. Twd hundred 
and fifty yeark afterwardaCvagrins (1. iii. c. 41.) deduced fFom the filence 
of Eufebius a vain argument againft the reality of the£ict. 

*• Hiftoire de Pierre le Grand, par Voltaire, part. ii. c. x. 

** In order to prove that the ftatue was erected by Conftantine^ and 
afterwards concealed by the malice of the Arians, Codinns very readily 
creates (p. 34>) two witnefTes, Hippolitus, and the younger Herodotus, to 
Whofe imaginary hiftories he appeals with unblushing confidence. 

** Zofimus i. ii. p. 103.) may be coniidered as oup original "flie 
ingenuity of the moderns, aiiifted by a- few hiats from the ancients, has 
illuftrated and improved his obfcure and imperfect narrative. 

^' Philoftorgius, 1. ii. c. 4. Zofimus (1. ii. p. 104. tJ6 ) imputes to 
Conftantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufia, a»d of an 
adulterefs who was the motber of his three fucceflfors. According to Jerom, 
three or four years elapfed between the death of Crifpvs and that of 
Faufta The elder Victor is prudently, filent. 

^^ If Faufta was piit to death, it is reafonable to believe that the private 
apartments of the palace were the fcene of her esLecutifln. The oi-ator 
Chryfoftom indulges his fancy by expofing the naked .empcefi; on a defert 
mountain, to be devoured by wild beafts. 

*^ Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the motber of CriCpns. She 
might afltime that title by adoption. At leaft, she was .not confidered as 
his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Faufta with that of 
Paryfatis, the Perfian queen. A Roman would have more naturally 
recollected the fecond Agrippina : 

Et moi , qui fur le trdne ai fuivi mes anc6tres; 
Moi , fille , femme i foeur et mere de vos maitres. 

26 Monod.inConftantin. Jun. c. 4. adCalcemfintrop. edit. Havercamp. 
The orator ftyles her the raoft divide and pious of qweevs* 

^7 Interfecit nnmerofos amicos. Eutrop. xx. 6. 

^' Saturni aurea fiecula ^uis requirat? 
Sunt haec gemmea« fed Neroniana. 

Sidon. Apolliaar. v. 8. 
It is fomewhatfingnlar, that thefefatirical lines should be attributed, not 
to an obfcnre libeller, or a difappointed patriot, but to Ablavius, prime 
minifter and favourite of the emperor. We may no%»perceive that the 
imprecations of the Roman people were dictated 'by humanity, as well 
ms by fuperftition. Zofim. 1. it. p. 105. 
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*9 Eufeb. Orat. in ConiUntiii. c* 3- Th«fe dates ne fuffidetttly 
ebrrect to joftify the orator. 

'* ZoUm. 1. 11. p. 117. Under tlie predecefTort of GoaifaatMiey Nohi- 
iiffimus was a vafue epithet , rattier than a le^al and determined dtlt. 

^' Adftniant nummi veteret ac fingnlares. Spanfaeim de UrnNttnir- 
mat. DiiTertftC. xii. vol. ii. p. 9^7- Aramiaaut fpeaks «f this Roman 
king (1. %\v» e. T. and ValefiHS ad loc. \ The Valefian ft-asmcnt ftylcs 
him King of kings ; and the Pafchal Chronicle /p. 26^.) by employing: 
the word Vrfyx » acquires the weight of Latin evidence. 

'* His dexterity in mnrtial exercifes is celebrated by Jiiltan (Orat. i. 
p. II. Orat. li. p. S3. )« and allowed by Ammianus <1. xxi. c. 1€.). 

" Eufeb. in Vit. Con-ftantin. 1. iv c. 51. Julian. Orat. i. p. 11 — 1«. 

with Spanheim's elaborate Commentary. Libanius , Orat. iii. p. T09. 

' Conftantius ftudied with laudable diligience ; but the dulnefs of hit 

fiincy prevented him from fucceedingin the art of poetry, or even of 

rhetoric. 

'^ Eufebius H. iv. c. 51 » 52.), with a delign of exalting the authority 
and glory of Conilantine , affirms , that he divided the Roman empire 
as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. Ilts diilribution 
of the provinces may be collected ' from Eutropius, the two Victors, 
and the Valefian fragment. 

*5' Calocefus, the obfcure leader of this rebellion, or rather tumult , 
was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-place of Tarfus , by 
the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder Victor^ the Chronicle of 
Jerom , and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes and Cedrenns. 

" Gellarius has collected the opinions of the ancients concerning the 
European and Afiatic Sarmatia ; and M. d^Anville has applied them to 
modern geography ^ith the skill and accuracy Which always diilinguishes 
that excellent writer. 

'^ Ammian. 1. xvii. c. 12. The Sarmatian horfes were caftrated, to 
prevent the mifchievous accidents 'which might happen from the noify 
and ungovernable paifions of the males. 

Ji' Pauftnias, 1. i. p. 50. edit. Ktrhn. That in quifitive traveller had 
carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs « Which was preferved in the 
temple of JEfculapius at Athens. 

'^ Afpicis et mitti fub adunco toxica ferto , 
£t teinm caulks mortis habere duas. 

Ovid, ex Ponto , 1. iv. ep. % ver* 7. 
■ See in the Recherches fur les Am^ricains , tom. ii. p. as*? — 271 , a 
very curious diflertation on poifoned darts. The venom was com- 
monly extracted from the vegetable reign t but that employed by rfic 
' Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a mixtdre 
of human blood. The ufe of poifoned arms , which has been fpread 
over both worlds, never preferved a favage tribe from the arms of a. 
difciplined enemy. ^ * . 

L "^ The nine books of Poetical Epifilet , which Ovid compofcd 



35« NOTES TO THE, 

during the feven firft years of his melancholy exile, poflefi^ befides 
the merit of eleRaace, a double value. They exhibit a picture of the 
human mind under very lingular circumftances ; and they contain many 
curious obfervations , which no Roman except Ovid , could have an 
opportunity of making. Every circumftance which tends to illu^atc 
the hiftory of the Barbarians, has been drawn together by the very 
accurate Count de Buat. Hlfi. Ancienne des Peuples de TEurope, tom^iv. 
c. xvi. p. a86. — 317. 

^' The Sarmatians Jarygae were fettled on the banks of the Pathiflus 
or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, published his Natural HiAory. 
See 1. iv. c. S5- In the time of Strabo and Ovid, fixty or feventy years 
before , they appear to have inhabited beyond the Getae , along the coaft 
of the Euxine. 

** Principes Sarmatarum Jazygum penes quos civitatis regimen . . . 
pUbem quoque et vim eqnitum quft foli valent offerebant. Tacit. 
Hill. iii. 5. This offer was made in the civil war between Vitellius 
and Vefpaiian. 

^' .This hypothefis of a Vandal king reigning over Sarmatian fubjects, 
feems neceiTary to reconcile the Goth Jornandes with the Greek and 
Latin hiftorians of Conftantine. It may be obferved that IGdore, who 
lived in Spain under the dominion of the Goths, gives them for 
enemies , not the Vandals , but the Sarmatians. See his Ghronicle in 
Grotius, p* 709. 

*^ I may ftand in need of fome apology for having ufed, without 
fcruple , the authority of Conftantine Porpbyrogenitus , in all that 
relates to the wars and negociations of the Cherfonites. I am aware 
that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that his accounts of 
ancient hiftory ace frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occafion his narrative is, for the mod part* confiileat i^nd probable; 
, nor IS there much difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might have 
accefs to fome fecret archives , which had ^fcaped the diligence of 
meaner hiftorians. For the fltuation and hiftory of Cherfone", fee 
• Peyifenel des Peuples barbares qui ont habit^^les Bords du l)anube, 
«. xvi. p. 84 — 90. 

*^ The Gothic and Sarmatian wars are related in fo broken arid 
imperfect a manner, that I have been obliged to compare the follow- 
ing writers, who mutually fupply« correct and illuftrate each other. 
Thofe who will take the fame trouble, may acquire a right of cri- 
ticifing my narrative. Ammianus , I. xvil. c. 12. Anonym. ValeQan. 
. p. 71^* Eurropius, sc 7* Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. 264 Julian. 
Orat. i. p. 9* and Spaat^im Comment, p. 94* Hieronym. in Chron. 
£ttfeb. in Vir. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 6. Socrates, I. i. c. f8. Sozomen. 
1. i. c. 8. *Zofimus, I. ii. p. lOS. Jornandes de Reb. Geticis, 'c. 22. 
Ifidorus io Chron. p 7091 in Hift Gothorum Gro^ii. Conftantin. 
Porphyrogenitus de Adminiftrat- Imperii, c. 53. p. 208. edit. Meucfti. 

^' EufebittS 
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' * ♦• Gufebius ( in Vit. Conft. 1. iv. c. ^o. ) remarks three eircnmftances 
Irelative to there Indians, i. They came from the shores of the eaftern 
ocean ; a defcription which might be applied to the eoaft of China or 
Cocomandel. 2. They prefented shining gems » and unknown animals, 
3. They protefied their kings had erected idatues to reprefcnt the {ti« 
preme majefiy of Conftantine. 

' ^7 Funus lelatam in urbem fni nominis, quod fane P. R. xgerrime 
tulit. Aurelius Victor. Conftantine bad prepared for himfelf a fiately 
tomb in the church of the Holy Apoftles. Eufeb. 1. iv. c. 60. The bell-, 
and indeed alntoft the only account of the (icknels, death, and funeral 
of Conftantine* is contained in the fourth book of his Life, by 
Eufebius. 

** Enfebius H. iv. c. 6.) terminates his narrative by this loyal decla* 
ntion of the troops , and avoids all the invidious circumftances of the 
fubf«quent maflacre. 

^' The character of Dalmatius is advantageously , though concifeljr 
drawn by Eutropius ( x. 9. ) Dalmatius Caefar profperrimi indole , 
neque patruo abfimilis, haudmu/eo poft, opprcfTus eft fEictione miiitari. 
As both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention the third year 
of the Cxfar, which did not commence till the iSth or 24th of September, 
A. D. 337 > it is certain that thSfe military factions continued above 
four months. 

^^ I have relatecf this lingular anecdote on the authority of Phifoftor«i 
fios, 1. ii. c. 16. But if fuch a pretext^ was ever ufed by Conftantine 
ana his adherents, it was laid afide with contempt, as foon as it had 
ferved their immediate purpofe. Athanafius (torn. i. p. 8^6 ) mentions 
the oath which Conftantius had taken for the fecurity of his 
kinfmen. 

5' Conjugia fobrinanim diu ignorata , tempore addito percrebuifle. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6. and Lipfnis ad loc. The repeal of the ancient law, 
and the practice of five hundred years, were infufficient to eradicate 
the prejudices of the Romans; who ftill conflderrd the marriages of 
Goulins-germaa, as a fpecies of imperfect inceft c Auguftin de Civitate 
Dei, XV. 6.); and Julian, whofe mind was biaffed by fuperftition and 
refentment , ftigmatizes thefe unnatural alliances between *his own 
Goufins with the opprobrious epithet o{ yocf/.uiv te ov^oi/mcov (Orat. vii. 
p. 228.). The jurifprudence of the canons has lince revived and 
enforced this prohibition , without being able to introduce it either 
into the civil or the common law of Europe. See on the fubject of 
theCe marriages, Taylor's Civil Law, p. 331. Brouer de Jure Connub. 
1. ii. c. 12. Hericourt des Loix EccUliaftiques , part iii. c. ^. Fleury 
Inftitutions da Droit Canonique, torn. i. p. 331. Paris, 1767, and 
Fra- Paolo Iftoria del Concilio Trident. 1. viii. 

'* Julian (ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 270.) charges his coulin Con- 
ftantius with the whole guilt of a mafTacre , from which he himfelf 
fo narrowly efcaped. His alfertion is confirmed by Athanafius « who. 
Vol. HI. Z 
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/or nafoas of a very different nature, was not lefs an enemy of Con- 
ftantius (tom. i. p. 8S«.). Zofimus joins in the fame a6cu£uion. Bitc 
•the three abbreviators , Eutrojpius and the Victors, ufe very qualifying 
expreffions; " fiuente potius quam jubentei " *Mncertum qno fuaforc :»» 
•• vi militum. " 

'J EuFeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 69. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 117* 
Idat. in Chron. See two notes of Tillcmont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. IOS6 — I09I. The reign of the eldeft brother at Conftan- 
tinoplc is netted only in the Alexandrian Chronicle/ 

«♦ Agathias, who lived in the fixth century, is the author of this 
dory (1. iv. p. I35. edit. Louvre). He derived hit iqformation from 
fome extracts of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained and translated by 
jhe interpreter Sergius , during his enibafTy at that court. The coro- ^ 
nation ot* the mother of Sapor is liitewife mentioned by Schikard 
(Tarikh. p. ii6.) and d'Herbelot (Biblioth^que Orientale, p. 7«3.) 

5 5 D'Herbelot, Biblioth^que Orientale, p. 764. 

** Sextus Rufus (c. 26.), who^on this occafion is no contemptible 
authority, affirms, that the Perfians fued in vain for peace, and 
that Conftantine was preparing to march againft thenv, yet the fuperior 
weight of the teftimony of Eufebius, obliges us to admit the prelimi- 
naries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. See Tillemont, Hiil. 
des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 420. 

.57 Julian. Ora*. i. p. 20. "* 

5» Julian. Orat. i. p. 20, ai. Mofes of Chorene, 1. ii. c. 89. 1. iii. 

CI 9. p. 226 — 240. The perfect agreement between the vafje 

hints of the contemiwrary orator, and the circumftantial' narrative of 
the national hiftorian, gives light to the former, and weight to the 
latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife obferved , that the 
name of Antiochus ii found a few years before in a civjl ofl&cc of 
inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod.. torn. vi. p. 350. 

5 5> Ammianus ( xiv. 4.) gives a lively defcription of the wandering 
and praedatory life of the Saracens, who ftretched from the confines of 
Affyria to the cataracts of the Nile. It appears ^om the adventures 
of Malchus, which Jerom has related in fo entertaining a manner, 
that the Aigh road between Berka and EdefiTa was infefted by ttaefe 
robbers. See Hieronym. tom. i. p. 2%6, 

*• We shall take fromEutropius the general idea of the war (x. to.). 
A Perfis enim multa et gravia perpeffus, faepe captis oppidis, obfeffit 
urbibus, cxfis exercitibus, nuUumque ei contra Saporem profperum 
prxUum fuit, nifi quod apud Singaram, etc. This honeft account is 
confirmed by the hints of Ammianus, Rufus, and Jerom. The tT^^o 
firft orations of Julian , and the third oration of Libanius, exhibit 
a more flattering picture; but the recantation of both thofe orators, 
after the death Of Conftantius , while it reftores us to the pofiTefiion of 
tbe truth, degrades their own charaeter, and that of the emperor* 
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The commentary of Spanheim on the firll oration of Julian is profufely 
learned. See likewife the judicious obfervations of Tillemont , Hift. 
des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 6^6, 

'' Acerrim^ nocturnft concertatione pugnatum eft» noftrorum copiis 
ing«nti ftrage confolfis. Ammian. xviii. 5* See likewife Eutropius, x. io« 
and S. Riifus, c. 27. ' 

^* Libanius, Orat. iii. p. I33* with Julian. Orat. i. p. 24> and 
Spanheim^s Comrilbntary, p. r79- 

^' See Julian. Orat. i. p. 27. Orat. ii. p. 62 « etc. with the Commen- 
tary of Spanheim (p. I88-*— 202.), who illuftrates the circumftances, 
and afcertains the time of the three (iegrs of Nifibis. Their dates are 
likewife examined' by Tillemont Hift. des Empereurs , tom. iv, 
p. 668. 671* 674* )• Something is added from Zolimus, 1. iii. p. 151. 
and the Alexandrian Chronicle « p. 290. 

** Salhift. Fragment. Ixxxiv. edit. Brpires> and Plutarch in LuculK 
(om. iii. p. I84« Nifibis is now reduced to one hundred and fifty * 
houfes; the marshy lands produce rice « and the fertile meadows as 
far as Moful and the Tigris, are covered with the ruins of towns and 
villages. See Niebiihr, Voyages, tom. ii. p. 300—^309. 

*5 The miracle^ which Theodoret (1. ii. c. 30. afcribes to St James, 
lishop of EdefTa, were at leaft performed in a worthy caufe, the 
defence of his country. ' He appeared en the walls under the figure of 
the Roman emperor, and fent an army of gnats to iling the trunks 
of the elephants, and to difcomfit the hoft of the new Senacherib. 

** Julian. Orat. i. p. 27. Though Niebuhr ( tom. ii. p. 307. ) allows 
a very confiderable fwell to the Mygdonius*, over which he faw a bridge 
•f tvnlve arches; it is difficult, however, to underftand this parallel 
of a trifling rivulet with a mighty river. There ate many circumftances 
bbfcure, and atmoft unintelligible, in the defctiption of thefe ftupendous 
Water- works. 

*7 We are obliged to Zonaras (toni. ii. 1. xiii. p. it.) for this 
Invafion of the MaiTagetse , which is perfectly cohfiftent with the ge- 
neral feries of events , to which we are darkly led by the broken 
hiftory of Ammianus. ^ 

** The caufes and the events of this civil war are delated with 
much perplexity and contradiction. I have chiefly followed Zonaras* 
and the younger Victor. The monody c ad clflcem Eutrop. efi^. 
Havei^-amp. ) pronounced on the death of Conftantine , might have 
been very inftructiv^; but prudence and falfe tafte engaged the orator 
to involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

** Quarum (gentium) obfides pretio quxCtos pueros venuftiores, 
(|uod cultius habuerat, libidine hniufmodi arfifTe pTo certo habetur. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conftans been publicly 'avowed , the 
elder Victor, who held a cntffiderable office in his brother's reign, 
would not have aflferted it in fuch pofitive terms. 

^" Julian. Orat. i. and ii. Zofim. 1. ii. p. I34. Victor ill Epitome. 

2 a 
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There is rearon to believe that Magnentius was born in one of thofe 
Barbarian colonies which Couftantius Chlorus had eftablished iu Gaul 
(See this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 1I4-) His behaviour may remind us of 
the patriot earl of Leicefter , the femous Simon de Montfort^ who 
could perfuade the good people of England, that he, a Frenchman 
by birth, had taken arms to deliver them from foreign favourites. 

7* This ancient city had once flourished under the name of Illiberis 
(Pomponius Mela, ii. 5-). The munificence of C«nftantine gave it 
new fplendor, and his mother's name. Helena tit. is ftill called Elne) 
became the feat of a bishop , who long afterwards transferred his refi- 
dence to Perpignan, the capital of modern Rouffillon. See d*AnviUe 
Notice de PAncienne Gaule,. p. 380. Longuerue Defcription de U 
France, p. 323* and the Marca Hifpanica, 1. i. c. 2. 

72 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. II9, I20. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. I3* and 
the Abbreviators. 

7' Eutropius (x. 10.) defcribes Vetranio with more temper, and 
probably with more truth, than either of the two Victors. Vetranio 
was born of obfcure parents in the wildeft parts of Mxfia; and fo 
much had his education been neglected, that, after his elevation « he 
lludied the alphabet* 

7* The doubtful, fluctuating conduct of Vetranio is defcribed by 
Julian in his firft oration, and accurately explained by Spanheim , 
who difcufTeS the fituation and behaviour of Conftantina. 
'^ See Peter the Patrician, in the Excerpta Legationum, p. 27. 
7' Zonaras, tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. 16. The pofition of Sardica , near 
the modern city of Sophia; appears better fuited to this interview than 
the fituation of either NaiflTus or Sirmium , where it is placed by 
Jerom, Socrates, and Sozomen. 

'7 See the two firft orations of Julian , particularly p. 31.; and 
Zofimus , 1. ii. p. 122. The diftinct narrative of the hiftorian^ ferves 
to illufirate the diffufe , but va^ue , defcriptions 'of the orator. 

7' The younger Victor aifigns fo his exile the emphatical appellation 
of ** Voluptarium otium." Socrates (1. ii. c. 28.) is the voucher for 
the correfpondence with the emperor , which would feem to prove > 
that Vetranio was, indeed, prope ad flultitiam fimpliciifimus. 

79 Eum Couftantius . « . . . facundik vi dcjectum Imperio in prl- 
vaitum otiuni removit. Q^uae gloria poft natum Jmperium foli proceffit 
eloquio clemiHitis^que , etc. Aurelius Victor. Julian, and Themiftius < 
(Orat. iii. and iv.), adorn this exploit with all the artificial and 
gaudy colouring of their rhetoric. 

■^ Busbequius (p. 112.) traverfed the lower Hungary and Sclavonia at 
a time when they were reduced almoft to a defert, by the reciprocal 
hoftilities of the Turks and Chriftians. Yet he mentions with admiration 
the unconquerable fertility of the foil; and obferves, that the height of 
the grafs was fufficient to conceal a loaded waggon from his fight. Set 
lik«wi& Brown's J'ravels, in Harris's Collection, vol. ii. p. 762, etc. 
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" Zofimus gives a very large account of the war, and tlie negoeiation 
(1. ii. p. I23. — 130.). But as he neither shews himfelf a foldier nor 
a politician « his narrative mnft be weighed with attention , and received 
with caution. . ' 

'^ This remarkable bridge, which is flanked with towers > and fup. 
ported on large wooden piles, was conftructed, A. D. 15^6 , by Sultan 
Soliman, to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. See 
3rowne*s Travels > and Bufching^s Syftem of Geography, vol. ii. p. 90.' 

*> This poiition , and the fubfequent evolutions, are clearly, though 
conoifely, defcribed by Juliaii; Orat. i. p. 3tf. 

.** Sulpieius Severus« 1. ii. p. 40s. The emperor paiTed the day in 
prayer with Valens^ the Afian bishop of Murfa, who gained his confi* 
dence by announcing the fuccefs of the battle. M. de Tillemont (Hiit. 
des £mpereurs« torn. iv. p. mo.) very properly remarks the filence 
of Julian *with regard to the perfonal prowefs of Conftautius in the 
battle of Murfa. The filence of flattery is fometimes equal to the 
moft pofitiv^ and authentic evidence. 

»* Julian. Orat. i. p. 36, 37.; and Orat. ii. p. ^9, 60, Zonaras» 
torn- ii. 1. xiii. p* IT*. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 130 — 133- The laft of thefe 
celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menelauf", who could difcharge 
three arrows at the fan:ie time; an advantage which, according to his 
apprehenfion of "military ai&irs , materially contributed to the victory 
of Conilantius. 

•* According to Zonaras', Conftantius, out of 80,000 men, loft 
30,000 ; and Magnentius loft 24,000 out of 3<>|000. The other articles 
of this account feem probable and authentic ; but the numbers of the 
—tyrant's army muft have been miftaken « either by the author or hit 
tranfcribers Magnentius had collected the whole force of the VTeil, 
Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable body, which cannot^ 
fairly be eftimated at lefs than 100,000 men. Julian. Orat. i. p. 34, 3^- 

'7 Ingentes R. I. vires ei diitiicatione confumptae funt, ad qnxlibet 
bella externa idonese , quae multum triumphorum pofTent fecuritatifque 
conferre. Eutropius, x. 13. The younger Victor exprefles himfelf to 
the fame effect. 

** On this occafion , we muft prefer the nnfufpected teflimony of 
Zofimus and Zonaras to the flattering afTertions of Julian. The younger 
Victor paints the character of Magnentius in a fingular li^t: " Ser- 
monis acer, animi tumidi , et immodice timidus; artifex 'tamen ad 
occultandam audaciae fpecie formidinem. " Is it moft likely that in 
the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed by nature or by art? 
I should incline for the latter. 

.•• Julian ,. Orat. i. p. 38, 39. In that place , however, as well 
as, in Oration ii. p. 97 > he infinuates the general difpofidon of the 
fenate, the people, and the foldiers of Italy, toward^ the party of the 
emperor. 

*^ The elder Victor defcribes in a pathetic manner the miferable 
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condition of Rome: *' Cnjus ftolidum ingenium adeo P, R. patribuQite 
cxitio fuit, uti paiBm domus, fora, viae, templaque, cruore, cadave. 
nbufque opplerentur builorum modo." Athanatius (torn. i. p. 677*) 
deplores the fate of feveral illufiriont victims, and Julian (Orat. ii. 
p. S8.) execrates the cruelty of Marcellinus , the implacable enemy of 
the houfe of Couftantine. 

•' Zodm. 1. li. p. IJ3. Victor in Epitome. The panegyrifts of 
Conftantius, with their ufual candour, forget to mention this acci- 
dental defeat. 

'*^ Zonaras , tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. I7* Julian, in feveral places o£ 
the two orations, expatiates oa the clemency of Conftantius. to the 
rebels. 

•' ZoCm. 1. ii. p. 133. Julian, Orat. i. p. 4o. ii. p. 74- 

** Ammian. xv. 6. Zofini. 1. ii. p. 133* Julian, who (Orat. u 
p» 40. ) inveighs againft the cruel effects of the tyrant's defpair ^ 
mentions .(Orat. i. p. 34. ^. the opprcffive edicts which were dictated 
by his neceflities, or by his avarice. His fubjects were %ompelled to 
porchafe the Imperial demefnes ; a doubtful and dangerous fp^cies 
of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed to 
them as a treafonable ufurpation. 

*^ The medals of Jilagnentius celebrate the victories of the two 
Augulli , and of the Caefar. The Caefar was another brother , 
named Deiiderius. See Tillemont , Hift. des Emp^reurs , tom. iv. 
p. 7^7. 

'^ Julian. Orat. i. p. 40. ii. p. 74. with Spanheim, p. 263. His 
Commentary illuflrates the tranfactions of this civil war. Mons 
Scleuci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles diftant from 
Vapincum , or Gap , an epifcopal city of Dauphin^. See d'Anville 
Notice de la 6aule« p. 464*' ; and Longuerue Defcription de la France, 
p. 327. 

^7 Zofimus , 1. ii. p. 134. Liban. Orat. x. p. 2<S, 269. The 
latter moft vehemently arraigns this cruel and felfish policy of 
Conftantius. 

•• Julian. Orat. i. p. 40. Zofimus, I. ii. p. 134. Socrates, 1. ii. c. 32. 
Sozomen , U iv. c 7* The younger Victor dcfcribes his death with 
fome horrid circumftances : TransfoiTo latere, ut erat vafti corporis, 
vuinere naribufque et ore cruoreni effundens , exfpiravit. If we can 
give credit to Zonaras , the tyrant , ' before he expired , had the 
pleafure of murdering with his own bands his mother and his brother 
PeCderius. 

" Julian COrat. i. p. 5S, ^9*) feems at a lofs to determine, whether 
be inflicted on himfelf the punishment of his crimes, whether he 
was drowned in the Drave, or whether he was carried by the avenging 
daemons from the .field of battle to his deftined place of eternal 
tortures. 

*•* Ammian. xi7. 5. xxi. 16, 
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CHAP. XIX. 

* Ammianus (I. xiv. c. 6. ) imputes the firft practice of caftration to, 
the cruel ingenuity of Seniiramis, who is fuppofed to have reigned above 
nineteen hundred years before Chrift., The ufe of eunuchs is of high 
antiquity, both in Afia and Egypt. They are mentioned in the law of Mofes, 
Deuteron. xxiii. i. See Goguet, Origine des Loix, etc. Part i. J. i. c. 3. 

^ Eunuchum dixti velle te;* ^ 

Quia folae utuntur his reginae — 

Terent. Eunuch, act i. fcene 2. 
This play is translated from Menander, and the original mull have 
'aj>peared foon after the eailern conquefts of Alexander. 
^ Miles . .. fpadonibus 

Servire rugofis potell. 

Horat. Carm. v. 9. and Dacier ad loC. ' 
By the vford fpado, the Romans very forcibly exprefTed their abhorrence 
of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of eunuchs, which, 
infenfibly prevailed^ had a milder found, and a more ambiguous fenfe.. 

* We need only mention Pofides, afreedman and eunuch of Claudius, 
In ^whofe favour the .emperor proftituted fome of the mod honourable 
rewards of military valour. See Sueton. in Claudio, c. a8. Pofldes employed 
a great part of bis wealth in building. 

Ut Spado vince^at Capitolia noITia 
Pofides. 

Juvenal. Sat. xiv. 
^ Caftrari mares vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion Caifius* 
1. Ixvji. p. 1 107. 1. Ixviii. p. 11 19. 

* There is a paiTage in the Auguftan hiftory, p. 137, in which lampridius, 
whilil he praifes Alexander Severus and Conftantine for rellraining the, 
tyranny of the eunuchs, deplores the riiifchiefs which they occafioned in 
other reigns. Hucaccedit quodeunuchos nee inconiiliis necin minifteriis 
habuit; qui foli principes perdunt, dum eos more gentium aut regum 
Ferfarum volunt vivere; qui a populo etiam amiciffimjim femovent; 
qui internuntii funt , aliud quam refpondetur referentes » claudeutes 
principem fuum, et age ntes ante omnia ne quid fciat. 

7 Xenophon (Cyropoedia, 1. viii. p. 540.) has dated the fpecious 
reafons which engaged Cyrus to entruft his perfon to the guard of 
eunuchs. He had obferved in animals, that although the practice of 
caftration might tame their ungovernable fiercenefs, it did not diminish 
their ftrength or fpirit; and he perfuaded hiinfelf, that thofe who were 
feparatcd from the reft of human kind, would be more firnjly attached 
to the perfon of their benefactor, ^ut a long experience has con- 
tradicted the Judgment of Cyrus. Some particular inftantjes may occur 
of eunuchs diftirtguished by their fidelity, their valour, and their 
abilities; but if we examine the general hiftory of Perfia, [ndia^ and v 
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China, we shall find that the power of the eunuchs has uniformly 
marked the decline and fall of every dynaily* 

• See Ammianus Marcellinus , 1 xxi. c I6. 1. xxii. c. 4- The whole 
tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves to juftify the invectives of Mamertinus, 
of Libanius, and of Julian himfelf, who have infuUed the vices of the 
court of Conftantius. 

• Aurelius Victor ccnfures the negligence of his fovereign in chufing 
the c:overnors of the provinces, and the generals of the army, and concludes 
his hiftory with a very bold obfervation , as it is much more dangerous 
under a feeble reign to attack the minifters than the mafter himfelf. 
,« Uti verum abfolvam brcvi, ut Imperatore ipfo clariusita apparitorum 
», pierifque magis atrox nihil. ** 

'• Apud quem (fi veri dici debeat) multiim ConftantiuS potuit. 
Ammian. 1. xviii. c. 4* 

»' Gregory Naziauzen /"Orat. iii. p 9o. ) reproaches the apoftate with 
his ingratitude towards Mark, bishop of Arethufa, who had contributed 
to fave his life; and we learn, though from ajefs refpectable authority 
(Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 9i6. ), that Julian was 
Concealed in the fanctuary of a church. 

** The moft authentic account ofthe education and adventures of Julian, 
ft contained in the epiftie or manifefto which he himfelf addreffed to the 
ienate and people of Athens. Libanius (Orat. Parentalis) , on the fide of 
tlie Pagans, and Socrates f\. iii. c i.), on that of the Chriftians, have 
preferved feveral interefting circumftances. 

*' For the promotion of Gallus, fee Idatius, Zofimus, and the. two 
"Victors. According to Fhiloftorgius ( 1. iv. c. I. ). Theophilus, an Arian 
t)ishop, was thewitnefs, and, 4s it were, the guarantee, of this folemn 
engagement. He Aipported that character with generous firmnefs ; but 
]VI. de Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 1120.) thinks 
it very improbable that an heretic should have pofTeiTed fuch 
virtue. 

*♦ Julian was at firft permitted to purfue his ftndies at Conftantinople, 
hut the reputation which he acquired foon excited the jealoufy of 
Conftantius; and the young prince was advifed to withdraw himfelf to 
the lefs coufpicuous fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

^5 See Julian ad S. P. Q. A. p. 271- Jerom. in Chron. Aurelius 
Victor, Entropius, x. 14- I shall copy the words ofEutropius, who wrote 
his abridgment about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, when there 
was no longer any motive either to flatter or to depreciate his character. 
«i Multis incivilibus geftis Gallus Caef^r . . . vir nature ferox et ad 
„ tyrannidem pronior, fi fuo jlire imperare licuiflTet. ** 

*^ Megsera quidem mortalis, inflanimatrix faevientis affidua, humani 
cruoris avida, etc. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xiv. c. T. The fiacerity of 
Ammianus would not fuffer him to raifreprefent facts or characters, but 
his love of ambitious ornaments frequently betrayed him into an 
unnatural vehemence of exprcifion. 
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^^ His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime wlTs a 
refufal to gratify the deiires oFhis mother- iu-law; who folicited his deatlk» 
becaufe she had been difappointed of hislove. Ammian. I. xiv. c. i. 

'* See inAmmianus (I.xiv. c. I..70 a very amp Je detail of the cruelties 
of Gallus. His brother Julian (p. 272) iniinuates, that a fecrtt confpiracy 
l)ad been formed againil him; and Zoflmus names 1. ii. p. 13s.) the 
perfons engaged in it; a minifter of conflderable rank^ and two obfcure 
agents, who were refolved to make their fortune. 

'* Zonaras, K xiii. torn. ii. p. 17, 18. The aflalTins had feduced a 
great number of legionaries; but their defigns.were difcovered and 
revealed by an old woman in, whofe cottage they lodged. 

*** In the prefent text of Am.mianus , we read. A/per quidem, fed ad 
lenitattm propeniior; which forms a fentence of contradictory nonfenfc. 
VTith the aid of an old mannfcript , Valefius has rectified the firft of 
thefe corjruptions; and we perceive a ray of light in the fubilitution of 
the word vafcr. If we venture to change Unitatem into Uvitaum, this 
alteration of a fingle letter will render the whole paiTage clear and 
confiflent. 

^' Jnftead of b.eing obliged to collect fcattered and imperfect hints 
from various fources , we now enter into the full ftream of the hiftory 
of Ammianus, and n^ed only refer to the feventh and ninth chapters- 
of his fourteenth book. Fhiloftorgius , however (1. iii. c. 28.), though 
partial to Gallus i should not be entirely overlooked. 

^* She had preceded her husband; but died of a fever on the road, 
at a little place in Bithynia, called Coenum Gallicanum. 

31 The Thebxan legions, which were then quartered at Hadrianople, 
fent a deputation to Gallus, with a tender of their fervices. Ammian. 
1. xiv. c. II. The Notitia (C 6, 20. SS. edit. Labb. ) mentions three 
feveral legions which bore the name of Thebaean. The zeal of M. de 
Voltaire, to deftroy a defpicable though celebrated legend, has tempted 
hjm on the slighteft grounds to deny the exiftence of a Thebxan legion 
in the %oman armies. See Oeuvres de Voltaire, torn. xv. p. 414* quarto 
Edition. 

^^ See the complete narrative of the journey and death of Gallus in 
Ammianus, I. xiv. c. 11. Julian complaints that his brother was put 
to death vyithout a trial; attempts to juftify, er at leaft to excufe, 
•the cruel revenge which he had inflicted on his enemies; but feems 
at laft to acknowledge that be might juftly have been deprived of the 
purple. 

^' Philoftorgius, I. iv. c. i. Zonaras, 1. xiii. torn. ii. p. 19. But the 
former was partial towards an Arian monarch, and the latter tranfcribed, 
without choice or criticiim, whatever he found in the writings of the 
ancients. 

^* See Ammianus Marcellin. 1. xv. c. i. 3* ^' Julian himfelf , in 
liis epiftie to the Athenians, draws a very lively and juft picture of 
his own danger, and of his fcntiments. He shews, however, a tendency 
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to exaggerate his fufferingSj by Infinuating, though in cbfcure terms^ 
that they Ufted above a year; a period which cannot be reconcHed 
with the truth of chronology. 

'^ Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the family of 
Conftantine into an allegorical fable, which is happily conceived and 
agreeably related. It forms the conc]ufi6rt of the feventh Oration, from 
whence it has been detached and translated by the Abb^ de la Bleterie. 
Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 38S — 408. 

. ** She was a native of Theifalonica in Macedonia^ of a noble family, 
and the daughter as well as filler of cohfuls. Her marriage with the 
emperor may be placed in the year 3S2. In a divided age, the hiftoriantf 
of all parties agree in her praifi^s. See 'their teftimonies collected hj 
Tillemont. Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 7^0 — 754. 

^' Libanius and Gregory Nazianzen have exhaufted the arts as well 
as the powers of their eloquence, to reprefent Julian as the Brft of heroes* 
or the worft of tyrants. Gregory was his fellow- (Indent at Athens; and 
the fymptoms, which he fo tragically defcribes, of the future wickedners 
of the apoftate, amount only to fome bodily imperfections, and to fome' 
peculiarities in his fpeech and manner. He protefts, however, thflt he 
then forefaw and foretold the calamities of the church and ftate (Greg. 
Ifazianzen, Orat. iv. p. 121, 122.) 

'^ Succumbere tot necelTitatibus tamque crebris unu'm fe quod nunquant 
fecerat apertd demonllrans.' Ammian. 1. xv. c. 8. He then exprefles, in 
their own words, the flattering aflTurances of the courtiers. 

'^ Tantnm a temperatis moribus Juliani diiFerens fratris quantunf 
inter Vefpaliani filios fuit, Domitianum et Titum. Ammian. I. xir. 
c. \ I. The circuraftances and education of the two brothers were fo 
nearly the fame, as to afford a ftrong example of the innate difference 
of characters. 

'* Animianus, 1. xv. c. 8. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 137, I38. 
" Julian, ad S. P. Q,. A. p. 27S» 276. Libanius Orat. x. p. 268^uliafi 
did not yield till the Gods had fignified their will by repeated vifions 
and omens. His piety then forbade him to relift. 

'♦ Julian hi mfelf relates (p. 274.) , with fome humour, the circumdances 
of his own mctamorphons, his downcaft looks, and his perplexity at 
being thus fuddenly tranfported into a new world, .'where every object 
appeared ilrange and hoftile. 

'^ See Ammian. Marcellin 1. xv. c. 8 Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 139. Aurelius 
Victor. Victor Junior in Epitom. Eutrop. x. 14. 

'* Militares omnes horrendo fragore fcuta genihus illidentes; quod 
eilprofperitatis indicium plenum; nam contra cum hailis clypeiferiuntur, 
irse documentum eft et- doloris. « . . Ammianus adds, with a nice 
diftinction, Eumque ut potiori reverentia fervaretur, nee fupra modum' 
laudabant nee infra quam decebat. 

'^ £XX0(& ^cp0v^sog duvxTcgt xxi juLOifX x^xrocir. The word purple » 
• which Homer had ufed as a vague but common epithet for death, was 
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•dtp^lied by Jiilitn to enfttfst Tery aptly , the nature and object of his 
own appre'henfions. 

3» He reprefents , in the mofl: pathetic terms (p. a77.) » the difireft 
of his new iitiiation. The proviiion Ibr his table was however fo 
elegant and fumptoous , that the young philofopher rejected it witliT 
difdain. Q,num legeret libellum aflidud , quern Conilantius ut privignum 
ad ftudia mittens mand fui conrcripferat , prselicenter difponens ^uid 
in convivio Caefaris Inipendi deberet , Phaiianum , ek vulvani et fumeft 
exigi vetnit et tnferri. Ammian. MarceHin. I. xvi. c, %. 
• ^^ If we recollect that Conftantine, the Either of Helena-, died above 
eighteen years before in a mature old age , it will appear probable , 
that the daughter, though a virgin, could not be very young at the 
time of her marriage. She was foon afterwards delivered of a foh , 
who died immediately, qu6d obftetrix'corrupta mcrccde , mox natum 
praefecto plufquam convenerat umbilico necavit. She accompanied the 
emperor and emprefs in their journey to Rome, and the latter , quae* 
fitum. venenum bibere per fraudem illexit, ut quotiefcunque concepiiTet, 
immatyrum abjiceret partum Ammian. 1. xvu c. lo. Our phyficians 
will determine whether there exifts fuch a poifon. For my own part , 
1 am inclined to hope that the public malignity imputed the efiecti 
of accident as the guilt of Eufebia. 
^** Ammianus (xv. ^.) was perfectly well informed of the conduct 
' ana fate of Sytvanus. He himfelf was one of the few followers who 
attended Uriicinus in his dangerous enterprife. 

^' For the particulars of the viiit of Conftantius to Rome, fee Am- 
mianus , 1. xvi. c. 10. VP^e have only to add , that Themiftius was 
appointed deputy from Conftantinople , and that he compofed his fourth 
Oration for this ceremony. 

*^ Hormifdas, a fugitive prince of Perlia, obferved to the emperor » 
that if he made fuch a horfe s he .muft think of preparing a fimilar 
liable (the Forum of Trajan). Another faying of Hormifdas is recorded; 
** that one thing only had difpUaftd him , to find that men died art 
** Rome as well as elfewhere. " If we adopt this reading of the text of 
Ammianus (difplieuijfe inftead of plaeuiffcr , we may confider it as a reproof 
of Roman vanity. The contrary fenfe would be that of a mifanthrope. 

♦' "When Germanicus vifited the ancient monuments of Tl^ebes t 
the eldeft of the priells explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero- 
glyphics. Taciti. Annal. ii. c. 6o. But it feems probable , that befor^ 
the ufeful invention of an alphabet , thefe natural or arbitrary iignl 
were the common characters of the Egyptian nation. See Warburton't 
Divine Legation of Mofes , vol, iii. p. 69^— 243^ 
*♦ See Plin. Hift Natur. 1. xxxvi. c. 14. i^. 

^^ Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xvii. c 4. He gives us a Greek inter* 
pretation of the hieroglyphics , and his commentator Lindenbrogius 
adds a Latin infcription , which , in twenty verfes of the age of Con- 
^ntius, contain t short hiilory of the obelisk* 
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4' See Donat- Roma Aativ>a • 1. iii. c. 14. 1* it. c 12. and the 
learned, though confufed , Diifertation ofBargsus on Obelisks » inferted 
in the fourth volume of Graevius*s Roman Antiquities , p. 1897 — 1936. 
This DifTerUtion is dedicated to pope Sixtus V. who erected the obelisk 
of Conftantius in the square before the patriarchal church of St. John 
Lateran. 

^' The events of this Quadian and Sarmatian war are related by 
Amm!anus« xvi. 10. xvii. 12, 13. xix. ii. 

^* Genti Sarmatarum magno decori confldens apud eos regem dedit.. 
Aurelivs Victor. In a pompous oration pronounced by Confiantius 
himfelf, he expatiates on his own exploits with much vanity, and fome 
truth. 

♦• Ammian. xvi. 9. 

'^ Animianus (xvii. ^.) tranfcribes the haughty letter. Themiftina 
(Orat. iv. p. 57* edit. Petav.) takes notice of the filk covering. Idatius 
and Zonaras mention the journey of the ambaiTader i and Peter the 
Patrician ( in Excerpt. Legat. p. 28. ) has informed us of his conciliating 
behaviour. 

^' Ammianus, xvii. %. and Valefius' ad loc. The fophift, or philo- 
fopher tin that age thefe words were almoft fynonymous), wasEuilathtus 
the Cappadocian , the difciple of Jambliofaus , and the friend of St. 
Bafil. Eunapius (in Vit. £de(ii, p. 44 — 47-) fondly attributes to this 
philofophic ambaOador the glory of enchanting the Barbarian king by 
the perfuafive charms of reafon and eloquence. See Tillemont* HiiU 
^des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 828. 1132. 

'* Ammian. xviii. 5« 6. 8. The decent and refpectful behaviour of 
Antoninus towards the Roman general fets him |n a very interefting . 
light ; and Ammianus himfelf fpeaks of the traitor with fome com« 
pafllon and eileem. ^ 

'^ This circumftance , as it is noticed by Ammianus , ferves to 
prove the veracity of Herodotus (1. i. c. 133.), -and the permanency of 
the Perfian manners. In every age the Perfians have be^n addicted to 
intemperance » and the wines of Shiraz have trinfnphed over the law 
of Mahomet- BrifTon de Regno Perf. 1, ii. p. 462 — 472. and Chardin, 
Voyages en Perfe , tom. iii. p 90. 

'♦ Ammian. 1. xviii. 6, 7,-8. 10. 

'^ For the defcription of Amida , fee d^Herbelot , Biblioth6qae 
Qrientale, p. 108. Hiiloire de Timur Bee, par Cherefeddin Ali, 1. iii. 
c. 4/. Ahmed ArabGarfes, tom. i. p. 33i. c. 43- Voyages de Tavernier, 
tom. i. p. 301. Voyages d'Oiter , tom. ii. p. 273. and Voyages de 
Niebuhr, tom. ii. p. 324 — 328. The laft of thefe travellers , a learned 
and accurate Dane , has given a plan of Amida , which illullrates the 
operations of the liege. 

^^ Diarbekir., which is ilyled Amjd, or Kara-Amid , ' in the public 
writings of the Turks , contains above i$,ooo houfes, and is the re- 
Cdence of a pasha with three tails. The epithet of Kara is derived 
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J^om ^he hUeknefs of the Hone which compofes the ilrong and ancient 
wall of A.mida. 

'^ The operations of the fiege of Amida are very minutely defcrihed 
"by Ammianus fxix. i — 9.) , who acted an honourable part in the 
defence , and efcaped with difficulty when the city was ftormed by the 
Ferflans. 

'* Ofthefe fpur nations, the Albanians are too well known to rt* 
quire any defcription. The Se^ilans inhabited a large and level 
country, which ilill preferves their name , to the fouth of Khorafan* 
and the weft "of Hindoilan. (See Geographia Nubienfis, p. 133. and 
d'Herbelot , Biblioth^que Orientale , p. 797. ). Notwithftanding the 
boafted victory off Bahram (vol. i. p. 410.), the Segeftans , above 
fourfcore year« afterwards , appear as an independent nation , the ally 
of Perfia. V7e are ignoraift of the fituation of the Verttt and Chionites, 
but I am inclined to place them (at lead the latter) towards the 
confines of India and Scythia. See Ammian. xvi. 9* 

'' Ammianus has marked the chronology of this year by three (ignff^ 
which do not perfectly coincide with each other , or with the (eries 
of the hiftory. i. The corn was ripe when Sapor invaded Mefopotamia; 
**■ Com jam ftipul& flavente turgerent ; ** a circumftance , which ,' in 
the latitude of Aleppo , would naturally refer us to the month of 
April or May. See Harmer*s Obfervations on Scripture, vol. i* p. 41. 
Shaw's Travels , p. 36^. edit. 4to. 2. The progrefs of Sapor was 
checked by the overflowing of the Euphrates » which generally happens 
in July and Auguft. Plin. Hift. Nat. v. 21. Viaggi di Pietro della 
Valle , tom. i. p. 696. 3. When Saper had taken Amida , after sr fiege 
of feventy-three days, the autumn was far advanced. ** AutiAino 
y, prsecipiti hxdorumque improbo iidere exorto. ** To reconcile thefe 
apparent contradictions » we muft allow for fome delay in the Perfian 
king » fome inaccuracy in the hiilorian , and fome diforder in the 
feafons. 
'^ The account of thefe' fieges is given by Ammianus, xx. tf, 7> 
*' For the identity of Virtha and Tecrit, fee d*Anville, G^ographie 
Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 2or. For the fiege of that caftle by Timur Bee, 
or Tamerlane , fee Cherefeddin , 1. iii. c. 33. The Perflan biographer 
exaggerates the merit and difficulty of this exploit, which , delivered 
the caiavans of Bagdad from a formidable gang of robbers. 

'^ Ammianus (xviii. 5, 6. xfx. 3. xx. 2.) reprefents the merit and 
difgrace of Uriicinus with that faithful attention which a foldier owed 
to his general. Some partialhy may be fufpected , yet the whole 
account is confiftent and probable. 

*' Ammian. xx. ii. Omiifo vano incepto , hiematurus Antiochiw 
redit in Syriam zrumnofam , perpelTus, et ulcerum led et atrocia , 
diuque deilenda. It is thus that James Gronovius has reftored an 
obftiure paffage ; and he thinks that this correction alome would have 
deferved a new edition of his author » whoCe Unfy may n«v be darl^ly 
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ffrceived. T expected fome additional light from the recent labours qf 
the learned Emefti (Lipfiae, 1773). 

** The ravages of the Germans , and the diftrefs of Gaul , may bo 
collected from Julian himftlf. Orat. ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 377. Am- 
mian. xv, ii. Libanius« Orat. z. ZoGmus, L iii. p. 140. Sozomen, 
1. iii. c. I. . 

'< Ammianns (xvi. 8.). This name feems to be derived from the 
Toxandri of Pliny , and very frequently occurs in the hiftories of the 
middle age. Toxandria was a country of woods and moralTes, which 
extended from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the conflux of the 
Vahal and the Rhine. See ValeGns , Notit. Galliar. p SSS. 

** The paradox of P. Daniel , that the Franks never obtained any 
permanent fettlement on this fide of the Rhine before the time of 
Clovis, is refuted with much learning and gtfod fenfe byM. Biet, who 
has proved , by a chain of evidence , their uninterrupted pofleffion oF 
Toxandria one hundred and thirty years before the acceflxon of Clovis. 
The DilTertation of M. Biet was crowned by the Academy of Soiflbns , 
in the year I736, and feems to have been juftly preferred to th« 
difcourfe of his more celebrated competitor, the Abb^ le Boeuf, an 
antiquarian , whofe name was happily expreflave of his talents, 

'7 The private life of Julian in Gaul , and the fevere dii!cipline 
v^hich he embraced, are difplayed by.Ammiaaus (xvi. s.) , who pr»« 
fefles to praife, and by Julian bimfelf, who allects to ridicule (Mifo- 
pogon, p. 340.); a conduct, which, in a prince of the houfe of Con- 
flantine, might juftly ex^te the («irprife of mankind. 

'* A4eratLatine quoqne differenti fufficiens fermo. Ammianns-, xvl. <;* 
But Vulian , educated in the fchools of Greece , always confidered the 
language of the Romans as a foreign and popular dialect , which he 
might ufe on neceflkry occafions. 

** We are ignoratit of the actual office of this excellent minifter, 
whom Julian afterwards created praefect of Gaul. Salluft was fpeedily 
recalled by the jealdufy of the emperor i and we may ftill read a 
fenfible but pedantic difcourfe ( p. 240—252 ) , in whibh Julian deplores 
the lofs of fo valuable a friend, to whom he acknowledges himfelf 
indebted for his reputation. See La Bleterie , Preface k la yie de 
lovien, p. 20. 

^^ Ammianns (xvi. 2, 3. ) appears much better fatisfied with the fuccefs 
of this firft campaign than Julian himfeff ; who very fairly owns that 
he did nothing of coniequence, and that he fled before the enemy. 

7' Ammiaa. xvi. 7. Libanius fpeaks rather more advantageously of 
the military talents of Mareellus , Orat. x. p. 272. And Julian in- 
finuatess that he would not have been fo eaiily recalled , unlefs he 
had given other reafons of dffence to the court, p. 27S. 

^^ Severus , non difcors, non arrogans, fed longa militise* frugalitate 
compertus; et enm recta praeeuntem fecuturus, ut ductorem morigerus 
miiest Ammian. xvi. xi« ZoUmusj 1. iii. p 140. 
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. ^* Qn tbe dcfign and failure of the co-operation between Julian and 
Barbatio , fee Animiatius (xvi. ii.), and Libanius, Orat. x. p. 273. 

74 Ammianus fxvi. 12 ; delcribes* with hi$ inflated eloquence, tho 
figure and character of Chnodomar. Aiidax et fidens ingenti roboic 
lacertorum , ubi ardor proelii fperabatur immanis , equo fpumante , 
fublimior, erectus in jaculum formidandse va(litatis/armorun).que nitore 
confpicuus: antea ftrenuus et miles, et utilis prseter cseteros ductor. . . • 
Decentium Csefarem fuperavit xqno marte congreiTus. 

75 After the battle-, Julian ventured to revive the rigour of ancienC 
difcipline , by ezpoiing thefe fugitives in female apparel t^ the deriflon 
of the whole camp. In the next campaign » thefe troops nobly retrieveil 
their honour. Zofimus , 1. iii. p. 142. 

7* Julian himfelf (ad S. P Q. Athen. p. 279.) fpeaks of the battle 
.«f Strasburgb with the modeily of confcious merit ; ejuLxx^rociULJtv uk 
ax,>s,€Oi)g , «r/«j? xoct uq vjuLxg x^ixsro ti rotxvTm /uixxfi- Zofimus com* 
pares it with the victory nf Alexander over Darius ; and yet we are at 
4 lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius which fix the 
attention of ages on the conduct and (luccefs of a iingle day. 

77 Ammianus J xvi. 12. Libanius adds sooo more to tl^e number of 
ihe slain (Orat. x. p. 274-)- But thefe trifling differences difappear 
.before the 60,000 Barbarians ; whom Zofimus has facrificed to the glory 
of his hero (1. iii. p. 141.)* VTe might attribute this extravagant 
number to the caceleiTnefs of tranfcribers , if this credulous or partial 
JiiHorian had not fwelled the army of SS«ooo Alemanni to an innu- 
merable multitude of barbarians , T'KnQog uiru^or Qxf^^uv, It is our 
own fault if this detection does not infpire us with proper difiruft 
en fimtlar occafions. 

7' Ammian xvi. it. Libanius , Orat. x. p. 276. 

7* Libanius (Orat. iii. p. 137.) draws, a very lively picture of the 
manners of the Franks. 

^* Ammianus , xvii. 2. Libanius , Orat. x. p. 278. The Greek 
orator , by mifapprehending a paiTage of Julian , has been induced to 
reprefent the Franks as confifling of a thoufand men; and as his heaA 
was always full of the Peloponnefian war, he compares them to theLace- 
daemoniajis , who were befieged an4 taken in the island of Sphacteria. 

•' Julian, ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 280. Libanius , Orat. x. p. 278. 
According to the expreffion of Libanius , the emptor '^o^poe moMM^s^ 
Svhich la Bleterie underftands ^ Vie de Julien , p. 118.;) as an honeft 
confeflion , «nd Valefius (ad Ammian. xvii. 2. > as a mean evafion , 
of the truth. Dom. Bouquet 'Htftoriens de France, torn. i. p. 733.) 
by fubftituting another word, ^vo/ulio'e y would fupprefs both the difE- 
««lty and the fpirit of this paffage 

'* Ammian. xvii. 8. Zofimus , 1. iii. p. 14^— i\o. (his narrative 
is darkened by a mixture of fable;; and Julian, ad S. P. Q; Athen. 
P* 28o. His exprelBon , v'?rsh^xiu,rtv /ulsv /ulci^xv ra SoeXiwv i^v^ f , XXfA-oSo^^ 
«>2 fU>M9'x, This difference of treatment cen^rms t]t)e oj^injioA, that 
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the Saltan Franks were permitted to reuin the fettlements Jn Tex^ 
andria. 

«' This interefting ftory, which Zoflmns has abridged, is related 
l)y Eunipius ;in Excerpt. Legationum » p. i$, I6, 17. ), with all the 
amplifications of Grecian rhetoric : but the (iience of Libantus , of 
Ammianus » and of Julian himfelf, renders the truth of it extremely 
fnfptcious. 

•^ Libanius , the friend of Julian, clearly infinuates (Orat. iv. p. I7S« ) 
that his hero had compofed the hiftory of his Gallic campaigns. But 
Zofimus (1< iii> P< i40.) 4eems tO have derived his information only 
from the Orations fyiAyior, and the Epiftles ofjylian. The difconrfe 
which is addrefled to the Athenians contains an accurate , though 
general, account of the war againft the Germans. 

*^ See Ammian. xvii. i. 10.^ zviii. 2. apd Zofim. 1. iii. p. 144. Julian 
ad S. P. Q; Athen. p. 2S0. 

•' Ammian. xviii. 2. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 279 » 280. Of thefe feven 
pofts , four are at prefent towns of fome confeqaence ; Bingen , Ander- 
nach, Bonn, andNuyfs. The other three, Triceiimae, Quadribui^um^ 
and Caftra Herculis, or Heraclea, no longer fubfiit ; but there is roonk 
to believe , that , on the ground of Quadriburgium , the Dutch hava 
conftructed the fort of Schenk , a name fo offenfive to the fidHdions 
delicacy of Boileaul See d*Anville Notice de Tancienne Gaule, p. lUJ. 
Boileau , Epitre iv. and the notes. 

S7 ^e may credit Julian himfelf , Orat. ad S. P. Q. Athtnienfem , 
-p. 280. who gives a very particular account of the tranfaction. Zofi* 
snus adds two. hundred velTels more, 1. iii. p. 145. Jf we computa 
the 600 corn ships of Julian at only feventy tons etch , they were 
capable of exporting 120,000 quarters rSee Arbuthnot*s Weights 
and Meafures , p. 237. ) ; a(id the country , which could bear fo 
large an exportation , muft already have attained an improved date of . 
agriculture. 

*• The troops once broke out into a mutiny , immediately before the 
ieoond paiTage of the Rhine. Ammian. xvii. 9. 

•• Ammian. xvi. S. xviii. i. Mamertinus in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 4- 

'* Ammian. xvii. 3. Julian. Epiftol. xv. edit. Spanheim. Such a 
conduct almoft juflifiies the encomium of Mamertinus. Ita illi anni 
ipatia divifa funt ,^ut ant Barbaros domitet , aut civibus jura reilituat; 
perpetuum profefTus, aut contra hoilem, aut contra vitia, certamen. 

*' Libanius, Orat. Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 88. •in Fabricius ^ 
Bibliothec. Grtec. tom. vii. p. 263, 264. 

•* See Julian, ift Mifopo^^on. p. 340, 341 • The primitive ftate of 
iParis is illuftrated by Henry Valefius (ad Ammian. xx. 4. ) , his brother 
Hadrian Valeiius ,• or de Valois , and M. d'Auville (in their refpective 
Kotitias of ancient Gaul), the Abb^ de Longuerue Defcription de la 
France, tom. i. p. 12, 13. aiidM. Bonamy (ia the M^m. de TAcad^mic 
des Infcriptions , torn. xv. p, 65^-— 691.). 

*» Tzv 
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*' Tn* 0<Xw» AsxfKnMv. Julian, in MifopOgon. p. 340, Leucetis, 
or Lutetia , was the ancient name of the city which , according t6 
the fashion of the fourth century , afiiimed the territorial appellatitfn 
pf Parifii. 

*^ Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 359 > %COi 

d H A P. XX. 

. * The (late of the Divine Inftituttons of lactantius has been ac- 
curately difcufled, difficulties have been fiarted, folutions propofed , 
aiid an expedient imagined of two original editions ; i^he former pub- 
lished during the perfechtion of Diocletian , the latter under that of 
Licinius. See Dufrefrioy , Prefat. p. v. Tillemoht , M6m. EccUfiaft. 
4om.,.vi. p. 46S — ^470. Lardner's Credibility , part. ii. vol. vii. p. 78^^— 
86. leox niy owii part, I ' am almofi convinced that Lactantius dedi- 
cated his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul , at a time when Oa- 
lerius , Maximin , and even Licinius ^ perfecuted the Chriiliiins ; that 
is, between tte years iofi and 3H' 

^ Lactaht. Divin. Inftitut. u i. vil. 97. The firft and moft im- 
^ortant of thefe paflfages is indeed wanting in twenty-eight mscifu- 
(cripts i but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the eomparative 
value of thofe manufcripts , one of 900 .years old, in the king of 
I'rance's library, may be aUeged in it's favour; but the paflage la 
omitted in the correct manufcript of Bologna, which the P. de MoTAt- 
faucon afcribes to tbc fixth or feventh century (Diarrum lulic. 
p. 40^.).' The tafte o^ moft of the editors 'except Ifaeus , fee Lactant. 
edit. Dufrefnoy , torn. i. p. 596.) has felt the genuine ftyle of Lac* 
tantius. 

* feufeb. in Vit. C'onilaht. I. i. c. 27 — 3i. 

* Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 104. . . ^ , 

* That rite was a/ways ufed in making a catechumen (fee Bing* 
ham's Antiquities, 1. x. c. i. p. 4^9. Dom. Chardon , Hift. des Sacre- 
nieni , torn, u p. ^2.), and Conftantine received it for the ^rft time 
(Eufeb. in Vit. Goiiftant f. iv. c 61.) immediately before his baptifm 
and death. From the connection of thefe two facts., Valefius (adloc. 
Eufeb. ) has drawn the concluiton which is reluctantly admitted by 
Tillemoht (Hift. des fimp^feurs, tom. iv. p. 628.;, and oppofed with 
feeble arguments by Mosheira (p. 968.;. 

^ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 6r, «2, 63. The legend of 
Conftantine's baptifm at Rome ^ thirteen years before his deaths 
was invented in the eighth century , as a proper motive for his 
donation. Such has been the gradual progress of knowledge , that a 
ftory, of which Cardinal Baronius Annal. Eccleiiaft, A. D. 324, N^. 
43—^49.) declared himfelf the unblushing advocate, is now feebly, 
fupported 4 eVen Within t^e verge of the Vatican^ See the Antiqui^ 
Vol. ill. A a 
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.tfttes Chriftianx , torn. ii. p. i3« ; * work published with fix appro* 
bations at Rome » in the year 1751 • by Father Mamachi , a learned 
Dominican. 

f The qusftor, or fccretary, who compofed the law of the Theodoiiafi 
Code, makes his mafter lay with indifference, " hominibus fopradictx 
i« religionis ** (1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. i.). The minifter of eccleCailical 
affairs was allowed amorederout and rcfpectful ftyle , th% Pt^nr^LH nou 
uyiwocmi 9toc6oXtK7ii Sfyi^xuocgi the legal, moft holy, and Catholic 
worship. See Eufeb^ Hift. Ecclef. I. x. c. 6. 

• God. TheodoC 1. ii. tit. viiu leg. i. Coil Juftinian. 1. iii. tit. xii. 
leg. 3« Conftantine ftyles the lord's day dies foUt, a hame which 
could not offendNhe'ears of his Pagan fnbjects. 

' Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. T. Godefiroy , in the character of a 
commentator , endeavours (torn. vi. p. 257«) to excufe Conftantine^ 
but the more zealous BarOnios (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 33i ; N*. iS.) 
cenfores his profiine conduct with truth and af^erity. 

'* Theodoret (1. i. c. I8.) feems to iniinuate that Helena gave her 
foa a Chriftian education ; but we may be aflTured , from the fuperior 
authority of Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. 47.), that she herfelf 
was indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of ChrilUanity. 

'' See the medals of Conftantine in Oucange and Banduri. As 
few cities had retained the privilege of coining , almoft all the medals 
Of that age iiTued from the mint under the fanction of the Imperial 
authority. 

'» The panegyric ofEumenius (vii. inter Panegyr. Vet.), which was 
pronounced a few months before the Italian war , abounds with the 
moft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fuperftitton of Conftantine ^ 
and of his particular veneration for Apollo « or the Sun ; to Which 
Julian alludes (Orat. vii. p. 228. at^roXsi^rcav t£. )• See Gommentaire de 
Spanheim fur les C^fars , p. 317. 

*' Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanctos , c. 2^. But it might eaOIy be 
shewu , that the Greek translator has improved the fenfe of the Latin 
original ; and the aged emperor might recollect the perfecution of 
Diocletian With a more lively abhorrence than he had actually felt in 
the days of his youth and Pagan ifm. 

»♦ See Eufeb. Htft. Ecclef. 1 viii. 13. I. ix. 9. and in Vit. Conft. I. i. 
c. 16, 17. Lactam. Divin. Inftitut. i. i. Csecilius de Mort. Perfecut. 

6. 2^. 

«» Gaecilius ^de Mort. Perfecut. c. 48.) has preferved the Latin 
original; and Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. ^,) has given a Greek 
translation o£\ this perpetual edict , which refers to fome provifional 
regulations. 

'* A panegyric of Conftantine , pronounced feven or eight mofkths 
sifter the edict of Milan fee Gothofred. Chronolog. Legum , p. 7. 
and Tillemont » Hift; des Empereurs , torn. iv. p. 246.), ufes the 
following remarkable exprelfion : ** Summe rerum facor , cujus tot 
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^; noftiina fiiiit , qiiot linguas gefitinm efTe voliiiili , qnem enihi te 
^ iprc dici velis , foire non poiTumu^. " Pancgyr. Vet. ix. 26. In ex* . 
|»laitiing Conftari tine's progtefs in the faith, Mosheim (p. 971, etc.) 
is ingenious, fubtle, prolix. 

'^ See the elegant defcription of Lactantius (Divin. Inftitut. v. 8. ^ ^ 
^^{rho i$ mach more perfpicluous and pofitive than it beconies a difcreet 
prophet. 

»* The politkal fyftem of the Ghriftians is explained by Ch-otiiis^ 
de Jure Belli et Pacis , 1. i; c. 3, 4. Grotiiis was a republican and ant 
exile , but the mildnefs of his temper inclined him to fupport tha 
eftablished powers. 

*» Tertullian. Apolog. c. Si. 34, 3^, 3^. Tamtn niinqua;m Albiniani, 
ntn Nigriant vel CaflBani inveniri potuerunt Chriftiafii. Ad Soapulam , 
c. 2. If this aflfertion be ftrictly true, it excludes the ChfilKans of thai 
age from all civil and military employments , which would have com**' 
pelled them to take an active part in the ftrvice of their refpectiff 
govnernors. See Moyle's Works , vol. ii. p* 349. 

. »• See the artful Boffuet (Hift. des Variations des Eglifes Proteilaii. 
tes , torn. iii. p. 210 — '•isS. } , and the malicious fiayle (torn, ii/ 
p. 620. ). I name Bayle , for he was certainly the author of the Avis 
aux Refugi^s ; confult the Dictionnaire Critique de Chauffepi6, tom. ii 
part, ii* p. 14^. 

^' BuchaAaii is the earlieft, or at leaft the moft celebrafted, of thi! 
reformers , who has juftified the theory of reiiilance. See his tyialoguif 
de Jure Regni apild Scotos , tom. ii. p. aS. 30. edit, fol.- Ruddiman. 

** Lactant. Diviri. Inftitut. i. i. Euftbius ^ in the' courfe ef his 
hiilory , his life , and his oration , repeatedly inculcates the diviiie righH 
of Conilanttne to the empire. 

*^ Our imperfect knowledge of the ferfectftioii of Licihius is de-' 
rived from Eufebius Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 8. Vit< Coiiftantin. 1. i. 
c. 49-1— .56. ]. ii e. f, 2.}. Aurelius Victor mention's hi; ertfelty id 
general terms. 

»-♦ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1, ii. c. 24 — 42. 48 60. 

** In the beginning of the laft eeiitury ^ the PapiftS of England Vtrertf 
only a thirtieth^ and the Proteftants of France only a fifteenth part of 
the refpective nations, to whom their fpirit and power were a cOnftant 
object of apprehetilion. See the relations which Bentivoglio < who was 
then nuncio at Bruflels , and afterwards cardinal) tranfmitted to the, 
court of Rome Relazione , tom. ii. p. 21 1. 24t.)* Bentivoglio wa$ 
curious , Well-infornried, but fomewhat partial. 

** This carelefs temper of the Germans appears atmoft Hniforiiily iii 
the hiftory of the cunveriion of each of the tribes. The legions of 
Cdnftantine were recruited with Germans (Zoiinirus ^ I. ii. p. 86. ) ; and 
the bourt even of his father had been filled with Ghriftians. See fhf 
lira book of tfare Life of Conftantinej by Eufebius. 

A a » 
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^' De his qui arma projicimit in p^t^ placuit eos abiHnere a com- 
snttflione. Concil. AreUt. Canon iii. The heft critics apply tbefe wotd^ 
to the ptact of the chunk. 

** Eufebius always confiders the fecond civil war againft Licinius as 
a fort of religious cruikde. At the invitation of the tyrant, fome Chriftian 
officers had refumed their loncs ; or, in other words, had returned to 
the military fervice. Their conduct was afterwards cenfured by the 
I2th canon of the coi^neil of Nice ; if this particular application may 
be reteived j inftead of the loofe and general fenfe of the Greek inter* 
preters , BaKamon , Zoaaras , and Aleais Ariftentts. See Beveridge ^ 
Pandect. Ecclef. Grace, torn. i. p. 72. tom. ii. p. 78. Annotation. 

'* Nomen ipfum erucis abfit non modo a corpore civiuqi Romanontm, 
fed etiam^ a eogttatione , oculis , auribns. Cicero pro Raberio • c. 5« 
The Chriftian writers , Juftin , Minucius Felix , TertulUan « Jerom , 
and Maximtis of Turin , have invelligated with tolerable fuccels the 
figure or likenefs of a crofs in almoft every object of nature or art ; 
in the interfection of the. meridian and equator , the human face , a 
bird flying, a man fwimming, a maft and yard, a plough, nfiandard^ 
etc., etc. etc. 9ee Lipfios de Cruce , 1. i. c. 9. 

'* See Aarelius Victor, who confiders this law as one of the ex- 
amples of Conftantine's piety. An edict fo honourable to Chriftianity 
deferved a place in the Theodotian code , inftead of the indirect men- 
tion of it, which feems to refult from the comparifon of the vth and 
Xviiith titles of the ixth book. ' 

'* Eufebius ; in Vit. Conftantin. 1, j. c. 40. This ftatue » or at leaft 
the croCs and infcription, may be afcribed with more probability to the 
fecond, or even the. third, viiit of ConiUntine tp Rome. Immediately 
after the defeat of Maxentins , the minds of the fenate and people 
Were fcarcely ripe for this public monument. 

'* Agno(bas regina lil^ens mea iigna n^cefFe eft ; 
In quibus effigies erucis attt gemmat.a refulget 
Aut longis folido ex auro praefertur in haftis. 
Hoc figno invictus , tranfmiflis Alpibus (Jitor 
Servitium folvit miferabile Conftantinus 

Chriftus purpureum gemmanti textus in a^ro 

Signabat Lahantm, clypeerum infignia Chriftus <. 

Scripferitt i ardebat fummis crux addita criltis: 

Prudent, in Symmachum , 1 ii. 464* ^S6i 
" The derivation and meaning of the word Labarum^ or Laborum, 
which is employed by Gregory Nazianzen, Ambrofe, Prudentius, etc. 
ftill remain totally unknown ; in Xpite of the efforts of the critics , 
who have ineffectually tortured the Latin , Greek , Spanish , Celtic • 
Teutonic « lUyric ^ Armenian, etc.- in feareh of an etymology, t See 
Ducange, in Gloff. Med. et infim. Latinitat. fub voce Laharum , and 
Godeixoy > ad Cod« Theodof. toicn. u» p. 'I4i. 
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*^ Eufeb. in Vit Conftantin. 1. i. c. 30, 31* Baronfus (Anna!. 
Ecelef. A. D. 312 , N^ 26.) has engraved a reprefentation of th6 
Labarnm. . 

'* Tranfvernk X literft, fummo capitc circumflexo, Chriftiim in fcutis 
notat. Caecilius de M. P. c 44* Cuper ( ad M. P. in edit. Laotant. 
torn. ii. p. 500.) and Baronius (A. D. ^l^. N**. 21;.) have engraved 
from ancient monuments feveral fpecimens (as thus 
of thefe monograms, which became extremely fashionable 
ifl the Chriftian world. 

>^ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 7^ 8, 9. He introduces the 
Labarum before the Italian expedition ; but his narrative feems to 
indicate that it was never shewn at the head of an army , till Con- 
fiantine , above ten years afterwards » declared himfelf the enemy of 
Licinius , and the deliverer of the church. 

'7 See Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxv. Sozomen , 1. i. c. i. Theophan< 
Chronograph, p. 11. Theophanes lived towards the end of the eighth 
century , almoft five hundred years after Conftantine. The modern 
Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field the ftandard of the 
empire and of Chriftianity ; and though they depended on every fuperfti- 
tious hope of defence , the promife of fietory would have appeared too 
liold a fictiob. 

'* The Abb^ dn Voifin, p. T03, etc. alleges feveral of thefe medals, 
»nd quotes a particular diilertatioa of a Jefuit, the Pdre de Grainville* 
on this fubject. ( 

'• Tertullian , de Coron&, c. 3. ' AthanaQus , torn. i. p. lor. The 
learned jefuit Petavius (Dogmata Theologi 1. xv. c. 9, 10.) has col. 
lected many fimilar paflages on the virtues of the crofs , which in the 
laft age embarraifed our Proteftant difputants. 

^^ Gxcilius , de M. P. c. 44* It is certain , that this hiftorical decia* 
matioo was compofed and published , while Licinius , fovereign of the 
Eaft , ftill preferved the friendship of Conftantine , and of the Chriftians. 
Every reader of tafte moft perceive, that the ftyle is of a very different 
and inferior character to that of Lactantius ; and fuch indeed is the 
judgment of Le Clerc and Lardner (Biblioth^que Ancienne etModerne, 
tom.iii.p.438. Credibility of the GoQiel, etc. part ii. vol.vii.p. 94- -Three 
arguments from the' title of the book, and from the names of Donatus 
and Caecilius , are produced by the advocates for Lactantius (See the 
P. Leftocq , tom. ii. p. 46—60. ). Each of thefe proofs is fingly weak 
and defective ; bat their concurrence has great weight. I have often 
fluctuated , and shall tamely follow the Colbert IMS. in calling the 
author (whoever he was) Caecilius. 

*^ Caecilius , de M. P. c. 46. There feems to be fome reafon In 
the obfervation of M. de Voltaire (Oeuvres» tom. xiv. p. 307-)> who 
afcribes to the Aiccefs of Conftantine the fuperior fame of his Laba- 
tum abqve the angel of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favourably 
■'■■■' ■ A.a 3 
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intcrttintd by Pagi , Tillemont , Pleory « etc. who »re fond of «n* 
•reafing their Hock of miracles. 

** fiefides thefe well-known examples, Tollins (Preface to Boileau^s 
translation of Looginus) has difcovered a vifion of Antigonus, who 
nfliired his troops that he had feen a pentagon (the fymbol of fafety>> 
with thefe words, ** Jn this conquer. *' But ToUius has moft inez* 
cufably omitted to produce his authority ; and his own character , 
literary as well as moral , is not free from reproach ( See Chau£Fepi€ 
Dictionnaire Critique, torn. iv. p. 460.). Without infiiHng on the 
filence of Oiodorus , Plutarch , Jnftin , etc. it may be obferved that 
Polyaenus, who in a feparate chapter (1. iv. c. 6.j has collected nineteen 
military ilratagems of Anttgonus, is totally ignorant of this remarkable 
vifion. 

^' Inflinctft Divinitatis, mentis magnitndine. The infcription on the 
triumphal arch of Conilantine , which has been copied ' by Baronius « 
Grnter , etc. may ftill be peruftd by every curious traveller. 

** Habes profecto aliquid cum ill& mente Divini fecretum ; quae 
delegaU noftrft Diis Minoribus ctuk uni fe tibi dignatur oilender^* 
Panegyr. Vet. ix. ». 

^' M. Fr6ret (AKmoires de TAcad^mie des Infcriptions t torn, iv, 
p. 411 — ^437.) explains, by ^hyfical caufes « many of the prodigies 
of antiquity ; and Fabricius , who is abufed by both parties , vainly 
tries to introduce the celeilial crofs of Confiantiue among the folay 
Halos. $ Bibliothec. Grace, tom. vi. p. 8 — 29, 

** Nazarius int«r Panegyr. Vet.x. 14 » iS* It is unneceilhry to name 
the moderns -, whofe undiftinguisfaing and ravenous appetite has fwal* 
lowe4 even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

^7 The apparitions of Caftor and Pollux , particularly to announce 
the Macedonian victory « are ettefted by hillorians and public monu- 
ments. See Cicero de Natur& Deorum, ii. c iii. 5* <• Floras, ii. ii. 
yalerios Maximus , 1. i. c. 8. N"*. i. Yet the moil recent qf theft 
miracles is omitted , and indirectly denied by Livy ( xlv. i, ). 

^* £ufebiu8, 1. i. c. 28, 29* 30. The filence of the fame Enfebius, 
in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftpry, is deeply U\t by thofe advocates for tht 
mirade who are not abfolutely callpus. 

^* The narrative of Oooftantine feems to indicate , that he faw thf) 
prof< in tha sky before he pafled the Alps agaiuft Maxentius. The 
fcene has been fixed by provincial vanity at Treves , Befanson , etc 
See Tillemont, Hift. des Enipercurs, torn. iv. p. S73f 

^° The pious Tillemont (M^m. Eccl^f. tom. vii. p. I3i7*) reject^ 
with a figh the ufeful Acts of Artemius, a veteran and a martyr, who 
atte^ as an eye-vritnefs the vifion of Conftantine, 

^' Gelafius Cyzic. in Act. Concil. Nicen. 1. i. c. 4. 

'^ The advocates for the vifion are unable to produce a Angle tefii* 
mony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth, centuries , who , in 
their voluminous writings , repeatedly celebrate the triumph of the 
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church and of Conftantine. As thefe Ttnenikle men had net any dislike 
to a miracle, we may fufpect (and the fufpicion is confirmed by the 
ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted with the Hfe of 
Conftanttoe by Eufebius. This tract was recovered by the diligence of 
thole who translated or continued his Eockliaftical Hiftory* and who 
have reprefented in . various colours the vifion of the croft. 

'' Godefroy was the firft who, in the year i<43 iNot. ad Philollorgium* 
1. i. c. 6, p. K. ) , exprelTed nny doubt of a miracle which had beeii 
fnpported with equal zeal .by 'Cardinal Baronins, and the Centuriators 
of Magdeburgh. Since that time, many of the Proteftant critics have 
inclined- towards doubt and disbelief. The objections are urged, with 
great force, by M* ChauiFepi6 (Dtctionnaire Critique, tom.iv. p. 6>-^iT.)y 
and, in the year J774» a doctor of Sorbonne, the Abbf du Voifin; 
published an Apology , which defervet the praife of learning and 
moderation. 

** Lots Confiantin dit ces propres paroles : 
J'ai renverfig le cnlte des idoles; 
Sur les debris de leurs temples fiimans 
Au Dieu du Ciel j'ai prodign6 Tejicens. 
Mais tons mes foins pour fa grandeur -Aiprfme 
N'eurent jamais d*aotre objftt que moinnimev 
Les faints autels a*^toient 4 mes regards 
Qu*un marchepi^ do*tr6ne des C^rs. 
L*ambition, la fureor, l^s d^ices ' 
JStoient mes Dieux , avoient mes faerifices. 
L*or des Chretiens , leurs intrigues, leur lang 
Out ciment6 ma fortune et mon rang. 
The poem which contains thefe lines may be readiwith pleafiire» but 
pannot be named with decency. 

f^ This favourite was probably the great Olius, bishop of Cordova, 
who preferred the paftorai care' of the whole church to the governmeiA 
of a particular diocele. His character is magnificently, though concifely, 
exprefTed by Athanafius (torn. i. p. 703). See Tillemont, Mem. Eccl^. 
tom. vxi. p. S24 — S61. Ofiuswas accufed, perhaps iinjuftly, of retiring 
&om court with a very Ample fortnne. 

. S' See Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. paiBm), and Zoiimus, l.ii. p.T04. 
<7 The Chriftianity of Lactantius was of a moral, rather than of a 
snyfteridus cait " Erat pane rudis (fays the orthodox Boll) difciplinie 
„ ChriiHans« et in rhetoricft melius quam in theologid verlatus. ** 
Dtfenfio Fidd Nicenae, fi^et. ii. c. 14. 

'* Fabricius., \irith his ufnal diligence > has collected a lift of 
between three and four hundred authors quoted ^in the Evangelical 
Preparation of Eufebius. See Bibliothec. Orsec. I. v. c. 4* tom. vi, 
p. 37 — 56. 

'• See Confiantin. Orat. ad Sanctos, c. 19, ao. He chiefly depends 
on a myfterious acrofiic, compofed in the fixth age after the Deluge 

' Aa 4 
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by the Erythnean Sybil* ftttd translated by Cicero into Latin. 7fae 
initial letters of the thirty -four Greek verfes form this prophetic 
fentence. JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, SAVIOUR OF THE 
WORLD. 

'^ In hi; paraphrare of Virgil , the emperor has frequently affifted 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Blonde! dec 
Sybilles, 1. i. o. I4« I5« I6. 

*^ The different slaims of an elder and yopnger fon of PolHo, of 
Julia , of Drufus , of Marcellus , are found to be incompatible with 
chronplofy, hiilory. and the good fenfe of Virgil. 

** $ee Lowth de Sacr^ Poefi Hebraeorum Praelect. xxi. pf 289 — ^293. 
lo the examination ^f the fourth eclogue, the refpectable bishop of 
IfOndon has difplayed learning, tafte , ingenuity, and a temperate 
enthufiarm • which exalts his fancy without degrading his judgment. 

*' The difttnction between the public and the fecret paru of di- 
vine fervice, the mijfa ea^ehuifUHoru^ , and the miffa fidelimn^ and the 
nyfterious veil which piety or policy had cait over the latter, are very 
iu(|icious1y explained by Thiers, Expofition du Saint Sapr^ment , 1. i. 
c. 8 — 12. p. 59 — 91 : but as, on this fubject, the Bapifis may rea- 
fonably be fufpected, a Proteftant reader will depend with more con- 
fidence on the learned Bingham. Antiquities, 1. x. e. s. 

^* See Eufebius in Vit. Conft. I. iv. c. 15—^32, and the whole 
tenor of Conftantine^s Sermon. The faith ^nd devotiop of tlie em- 
peror has furnished Baronius with a fpecious argument in &vpur of 
hi$ early baptifm. 

'* Zo0mus, 1. ii. p. io<. 

** Eufebius in Vit. Coniiant. L iv. c. if, K. 

^'. The theory a|id practice of antiquity with regard to the fkera- 
ment of baptifm, have been copiously explained by Dom. Chardon^ 
Uifk. des Sacr^mens, torn. i. p. 3*— 405; Dom» Martenne, de Riti« 
bus Ecclefix Antiquis , torn. i. ; and by Bingham , in the tenth and 
eleventh books pf his Chriftian Antiquities. One oircnmilance may 
be obferved, in wbich the modern churches have materially departed 
Irom the ancient cuftom. The facrament of baptifm ( even when it 
was adminlftered to infants) was immediately followed by confirm. 
;itieo and tlie holy conifiunion. 

ff l*he fiithers, who cenfured this criminal delay, oquld not deny 
the certain and victorious efficacy, even of a death- bed baptifm. The 
ingenious rbetoric of Cbryfoftom could find only three argumenu 
againil thefe prudent Chriftians. i. That ve should love and purlhle 
virtue fpr her -own fake , and not merely for the reward. 2. That we 
may be furprifed by death withput. an opportunity pf bapti0n. 
.3. That although we shall be placed In heaven, we shall only twinkle 
like little ftars, when compared to the funs of righteoufhefs who have 
run thsir appointed opurfe vrith labour, with fucceis, and with glory. 
Chryfoftotii in Epift. ad Hebrsos, HomiL s^iii. apnd Chardpn» Hiii. 



TWENTIETH CHAPTER. 37T 

dcs Sacrtoens , torn. i. p. 49 I believe that this delay of baptiTm , 
though atteitded with the moft pernicious confequences , was aever 
condemned by any ffeneral or provincial council or by any public act 
or declaration of the church. The zeal of the bishops was eafily 
kindled on much slighter occafions. 

** ZoCmus, I. ii. p. io4< For this diBngennons wifehood he hat 
deferved and experienced the harsheft treatment from all the eccle* 
iiaftical writers, except Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 324. N^ i^>*^28)« 
who had occafion to employ the Infidel on a particular fervice againft 
the Arian Eufeblus. 

70 Eu&bius, 1. iv. c. &t, 62 ^4%. The bishop of Csefarea foppofet 
the falvation of Conftantine with the moft perfect confidence. 

71 See' Tillemont, Hift. des Cmpereurs , torn. iv. "p. 429. The 
Chreeks, the Ru£Bans^ and, in the darker ages, the Latins themfelves, 
have been defirous of placing Conilantine in the catalogue of faints. 

^* See the third and fourth books of his life. He was accuftomed to 
fay , that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or in truth, he shoul4 
ftillv rejoice (1. iii. c. 58.) 

7' M.' de Tillemont (Hift. des^ Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 374* 
€16.) has defended, with ftrength and fpirit, the virgin purity of 
Coaftaotinopk againft Ibme malevolent infin nations of the Pagan 
Zolimas* 

7^ The -author of the Hiftoire Politique et Rhilofophique des deux 
IndeSf (torn. i. p. 9.) condemns, a law of Conftantine , which . gave 
freedom to all the slaves who should embraceChriftianity* The emperoc 
did indeed publish a law, which reftrained the Jews from circunicifing, 
perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian slaves (See Eufeb.in Vit. Cooftant. 
]. iv. c. 27. and Cod. Theod. I. xvi. tit. ix. with Godefroy's Conv 
snentary, torn. vi. p. 247* )* But this imperfect exception related only 
to the Jews; and the great body of slaves* who were the property of 
Chriftian or Pagan maftets, could not improve their temporal condition 
by changing their religion. Lam ignorant by what guides the Abb6 
Raynal was deceived; as the total nbfence of quotations is the unpar« 
dooable blefnish of his entertaining hiftory. 

?' See Act4 $ti. Sylyeftri, and Hift. Ecclef. Nicephor. Callift. 1. vii. 
jC. 34* ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. .324* N**. 67* 74. Such evi« 
dence is contemptible enough; but tl^ie circumftances are in themfel- 
ives fp probable , that the learned Dr. Howell ( Hiftory of the World , 
vol. iii. p. 14.) has not fcrupled to adopt them. 

^' The converfipn of the Barbarians tinder the reign ^f Conftantine 
is celebrated by the ecclefiaftical hiftorians ( $ee Sozomen , 1. ii. c. 6, 
and Theodoret, L i. c. 23, 24.}. But Rufinus, the Latin translator 
of Eufebiusj deferves to be confidered as an original authority. His 
Inforin^tion was curiously collecte4 from one of the companions of the 
^oftle of Ethiopia, and frpm Bacurius^ an Iberjan prince, who was 
fount of the domeftics. Father Mamachii has given »i^ aipple coippilation 
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w the ftrngrtb of Chriffiaaity • ia tbe litft aad ftcMd valaaics of Idt 
great bat impctftct work. 

7' See in EalcbiM (in Vif . Coafiaat 1. iv. c 9. ) the preffios aa4 
patbftitf cpiftlc of Conftaatiae ia fiiYonr of has Chfilliaa brethrea of 
Perfia. 

'* Sea Bafaafe« HUt dcs Joift, ton. vis. p. iSi. toai. viii. p. 333. 
torn. is. p. Sia The cations diligence of this writer pnrfnes tha 
Jewish emilei to the extremities of the globe. 

'* Theophilns had been given in his iafiuicy as a hoftagje by his 
conntrym2d' of the Isle of Diva, and was edncated by the Romans in 
learning and piety. The Maldives, «f wiiich Male, or 2>ir«, may be 
the capital , are a cinfter of 1900 or 2,000 minnte ishwds in the 
Indian Ocean.. The ancients were imperfectly acquainted with the 
Maldives; but they are defcribed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of the ninth century , published by Renaadot. Geograph. Nnbienfis » 
p. 30, 3I' D*Herbelot, Biblioth^qne Orientate, p. 704* Hift. Gene- 
vale des Voyages , torn. viii. 

** Philoftorgius , 1. ill. c. 4> f • ^9 with Godefroy*s learned obTer. 
nations. Theihiftorical nsirrativeis foon loft in an enquiry concerning 
the feat of paradift, ftrange monftsrs, etc 

*' See. the epiftle pf Ofins, ap. Athanafium, vol. i. p. 840. The 
public remonftrance which Ofiut was forced to addreft to the foa« 
Contained the fame principles of ecclefiaftical and civil government 
which he had fecretly infiilled into the mind of the &ther. 

** M. de la Baftie (M^moires dc T Academic des Infcriptions , torn xv. 
p. 38*-*<i) has evidently proved, that Aaguifais and his fucceiTors 
oxercifed in perfon all the facred functions of pontifex maximus , or 
liigh . prieft of the Roman empire. 

" Something of a contrary practice had infenflbly prevailed In the 
church of Conftantinople ; but the rfgid Ambrofe commanded Theo- 
dofius to retire below the rails, and taught him to know the difference 
between a king and a prieft. See Theodoret« 1. v. c. i8. 
• •♦ At the table of the emperor Maximus, Martin, bishop of Tours, • 
received the cup from an attendant, and gave it to the presbyter his 
companion , before he allowed the emperor to drink ; the empre& 
waited on Martin at table, Sulpicius Severus , in Vit. Sti. Martin^, 
e. 23. aad Dialogue ii. 7. Tet it may be doubted , whether thefe 
extraordinary compliments were paid to the bishop or the (aint. The 
honours ufually granted to the former character may be feen in Bingham's 
Antiquities , 1. ii, c. 9. and Valef. ad Thcodoret , 1. iv. c. 6. vSee the 
haughty ceremonial which Leontius, bishop of Tripoli, tmpofed on the- 
emprcfs. Tillemont, Hllh dcs Empereurs , torn. iv. p". t54. Patres 
Apoftol. torn. ii. p. 179. 

*< Plutarch, in his tteatife of I(is and Ofiris, informs us, that the 
kings of Egypt, who were not already priefts, were initiated, afte? 
their election, into the iacerdotal orcjer. 
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- **' The .•amiAerc are MOt ftfcertalned by any aiKieat writer* or 
original catalogue; for the partial lifts of the rafters churches are 
compaTativel^c modem. The patient diligence of Charles a Sto. Paolo* 
of Luke Holftenius, and ofSingham, has laboriously invefiigated all 
the epifcopal fees, of the Catholic church, which was almoft commen- 
fiirate with the Roman empire. The ninth book of the Chriftian An« 
riquities is a vefty a6Curar<e map of ecclefiaftical geography. 

■^ On ih* fubject of the rural bishops, or Chorepifcopi ^ ^who voted im 
fynods, and conferred the minor orders, fee Thomaffin, Difcipline 
de TEglift, ton. L p. 447, etc. and Chardon, Hift. des Sacr^mens, 
■torn. ¥4 p. 39^, etc They do not appear till tiie fourth century; 
and this equivocal character, which had excited the jcaloufy of the 
prelates, Wns abiilished before the end of the tenth, both in the Eaft 
atut the Weft. 

** Thomaffin (Diftupirne de TSglife , torn. it. 1. il. e. I — 8. 
p. 67% — -711.. has copiously treated of the election of bishops durinf^ 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weft; but he shew;S 
a vecy partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ariftocracy. Bingham 
<1. iv^ c. 2.) is moderate; ai^d Chardon (Hift. des Sacr^mens, tonl. v. 
p. lot—* 128) is very clear and conrifie. 

** Incredtbilis multitndo, non folium ex eo oppido (.Tours) fed etiaai 
«x vicinis urbibns ad fufiiragia ferenda convenerat, etc. Sulpicius Sf- 
veras, in Vit. Mattin. o. 7* The eouncal of Laodieea (canon xiii.) 
prohibits mobs and tumults; and Juftinian confines the right of election 
to the nobiiity. Novell cxxni. i* 

*"* The epiUtles of Sidonius Ai>olHvaris (iv, 2«. vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
ibme of the fcaadais of. the Qallioan«church4 and Gaul was lefi |^oli&hed 
and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

*^ A compifoarife was fomrtimes introduced by law or by eonfent; 
either the bishops or the people thofe one of tfa^ three candidates who 
had been named by the bther party. 

'* All the examples quoted by ThomaflU (Difcipline de TEglife , 
torn, ii' I. ii. c. tf.p. 704-— 7i4«) appear to be extraordinary acts of 
power, and even of oppreftion. The confirmation of the bishop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular proceedini: 
(Hift. EccleC L ii. 11.) 

*' The celibacy of the clergy during the firft five -or fix centuries-, 
is a fubject of difcipline, and indeed of controverfy, which has been 
very diligently examined. See in particular Thomaffin, Difcipline 
de TEglife, torn. i. 1. ii. c. Ix* Ixi. p. SS6 — 902. and Bi'ngham*s An- 
tiquities; 1. iv*. c. s« By each of thefe learned but partial critics, one 
half of the truth is produced , and the other is concealed. 

*^ Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves the hereditary fi^ceffioa 
of the priefthood among the Egyptians , the Chaldeans, and the Indians 
(1. i. p. 84. 1* ii. P* 142. 153- edit. WelTeling). The magi are defcribeii 
by Animianut as a very numerous fiunBy: " Per Ikcula multa ad 
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^ prvftflf niii eidemquc prolkpii mvltitodo crctta, Deonim evl^bnt 
„ dedicata (xxiii. 6.)." Aofoiiitts cvlebrates the Stirps Druidarum 
(De Profeflbrib. Bardi|[aU iv.); but we may infer froin the remark •f 
Cclkr (vi. 130 »' that, in the Celtic hierarchy, fiime room was left for 
choice and emulation. 

*' The fubjecc of the vocation, ordination, obedience, etc. of the 
clergy* J* laboriously difcnfled by Thomaffia (Difcipline de TEKlife, 
tom. ii. p. I— *83. ) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Antiquities, 
more efpeeially the 4th, 6th, and rth chapters). When the brother 
of St. Jcrom was ordained in Cyprus , the deacons forcibly ftopped his 
mouth, left he should make a folemn protefiation, which might inva** 
lidate the holy rites. 

** T}ie charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from the 
Chriftian emperors, is contained in the I6th book of the Theodofiaa 
code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned Godefroy, 
whofe mind was balanced by the oppofitr prejudices uf a civilian and 
m proteftant. 

*'' Juftinian, Novell, ciii. Sixty presbyters, orpriefts, one hundred 
dedcons , forty deaconefi*es , ninety fut • deacons , one hundred and tea 
readers, twenty -five chanters, and one hundred door-keepers; in all, 
five hundred and twenty -five. This moderate number was fixed by 
the emperor, to relieve the diilrefs of the church, which iuid been in- 
yolved in debt and ufury by the expense of a much higher eftablishment. 

** Univerflis clerus ecdefis Carchagiaienfis . . . fere quingtnu vel 
amplius i inter quos quamplurimi erant lectures infantuli. Victor 
' Vitenfis , de Perfecut. Vandal* v. p. p. 78* edit. Ruinat t. This remnant 
of a more profperous ftate ftill fnbiifted under the oppreffion of the 
Vandals. ^ 

- ff The number oiftpen orders has been fixed in the Latin church, 
axdufive of the epifcopal character. But the four inferior ranks , the 
minor orders , are now reduced to empty «)d ufeleb titles. 

*?• See cod. Theodof. I. xvi. tit. a. leg. 42 » 43- Crodefroy's Com- 
mentary, and the Ecdefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria, shew the danger 
of thefe pious inftitutions« which often difturfoed the peace of that 
turbulent capital. 

'^'. The edict of Milan (de M. P. c. 48.) acknowledges, by reciting, 
,that there exifted a ^ecies of landed property, ad jus corporis eorum, 
id eft, ecdefiarum non hominum lingulorum pertinentia. Such a 
folemn declaration of the fupreme magiftrate muft have been received 
in all the tribunals as a maxim of civil law. 

'^* Habeat unufquifque licentiam {anctifllmo Catholics itccUfi^t) 
venerabilique concilio , decedens bonorum quod optavit relinquere. 
Cod. Theodof. 1* xvi. tit. ii. leg. 4* This law was published at Rome, 
A. D. 321 • at a time when Conftantiiie might forefee the probability of 
a rupture with the emperor of the Eaft. 

W £ttfebius» Hift. Ecclff. 1. x. ^ in Vl^« Conftantin. U i?« c* s^S. 
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He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian herof 
which the bishop himfelf had an opportunity of knowing, and even 
of tailing. 

'"** Eufebins, Hift. £cclef. 1. x. c. 2, 3* 4- The bishop of Caefarea* 
who ftudied and gratified the tafte of his mafter , pronounced in public 
an elaborate defcription of the church of Jerufalem (in Vit. Conf.. 
1. iv. c. 46.) It no longer exifts, but he has inferted in the life of 
Conftantine (1. iii. c. 36), a short account of the architecture and 
ornaments. He likewife mentions the church of the holy Apbftles at 
Conllantinople (1. iv. c. ^9.)* 

'^' See Juftinian* Novell, cxxiii. 3* The revenue of the patriarchs « 
and the moft wealthy bishops « is not exprefled; the higheft annual 
valuation of a bishopric is ilated at thirty j and the loweft at two^ 
pounds of gold; the medium might be taken SLtfixteen^ but tbefe valu- 
ations are much below the real valuer 

»•• See Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 324, N*. ^8. 6s. 70, 71.). 
Every record which comes from the Vatican is jufily fufpected ; yet 
thefe rent-rolls have an ancient and authentic colour;. and it is at leaft 
evident » that« if forged > they were forged in a period yrhtn/arms, not. 
kingdems , were the objects of papal avarice. 

'«^ See Thomaffin, Difcipline de TEglife, tom. iii. 1. ii; c. 13, 14, i^. 
p. 689-^706. The legal divifion of the eccefiaftical revenue does net 
appear |o have been eftabli&hed in the time of Ambrofe and Chryfoftom^ 
Simplicius and Gelafius i who were bishops of Rome in the latter part 
of the fifth century, mention it in their paftoral letters as a general 
law, which was already confirmed by the cuftom of Italy.' 

-'^^ Ambrofe « the moil ilrenuous aiferter of ecclefiaftical privileges, 
fubmits without a murmur to the payment of the laud tax. ** Si tri« 
p, bu£um petit Imperator j non negamus) agri ecclefise folvunt tributum; 
„ folvimus qua funt Csefaris Cafari, et qua font Dei Deo : tributum 
„ Caiaris eft; non negatur." Baronius labours to interpret this tribute 
as an act of charity rather than of duty (Annal. Eeclef. A. D. 387.); 
but the words, if not the intentions, of Ambrofe, are more candidly 
explained by Thomaffin, Difcipline de TEglifo, tom. iii. 1. i. c. 34. 
p. 26«. 

*^* In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefiarum et clericorum privilegtis 
tractatd habito, ufque eo difpofitio progrefTa eft, ut juga qua videren- 
- tur at ecciefiam pertinere, a public^ functione ceftarent inquietudine. 
defiftente: quod noftra videtur dudum {anctio repulfiiTe. Cod. Theod. 
1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. l%. Had the fy nod of Rimini carried this point, 
fuch practical merit might have atoned for fome fpeeulative herefies. 

^^o From Eufebins (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 27.) and Sozomea 
(1. i. c. 9.) we are alfured that the epifcopal jurifdiction was extended 
and confirmed by Conftantine ; but the forg^ery of a famous edict » 
which was never fairly inferted in the Theodofiali code (fee at the 
cnd» tom. vi. p. 30)*)* is demonftrated by Godefroy in the moil 
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iStisfifictory manner. It is ftrangre that M. de Montef^inieu , wh0 
was a lawyer as 'well as a philofopher , should allef^e this' edict of 
Conftantine (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxix. c* I6. ) without. intiniating any 
fnrpicton. 

'■' The rabject of ecclefiafticat jnrirdiction has been involved in a 
mift of paffion, of prejudice, and of intereft. Two of the &ireft 
liooks which have fallen into my hands are the Tnftitntes of Canon 
Law, by the Abb6 de FIcury, and the Civil Hiftory of Naples, by 
Oiannone. Their moderation was the effect of fituation as well as 
of temper. Fleury was a French ecclefiaftic, who rcfpected the au- 
thority of the parliaments; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the church. And here let me obferve, that as 
the general propoiitions which I advance are the refult of many parti« 
cular and imperfect facts , I muft either refer the reader to thefe 
modern authors who have expreisly treated the fubject, or iwell thefe 
ADtes to a difagreeable and difproportioned fize. 

'*» Tillemont has collected from Rufinus, Theodorct, etc. the 
fentiments and language of Conftantine. Mem. Ecclef. torn. iii. 
y. 749 , 750. 

*" See Cod. Theod. !. ix. tit. xlv. leg. 4. In the works of Fra 
I*aolo (torn. iv. p. 192, etc.) there is an excellent difcouife on the 
origin, claims > abufes, and iimits of Iknctuaries. He jufihy obCerv^s, 
that ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty ai^la ot 
fknctuaries { A number which at prefent may by found in Itialy witlv 
in the walls of a fingle city. 

''^ The penitential jurifprudence was contiituatly improved by the 
canons of the councils. But as many cafes were ftill left to the 
difcretion of the bishops, they occafionally published, af^er the ex- 
ample of the Roman Prxtor, the rules of difcipline which they pro- 
pofed to obferve. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth century, 
thofe of Bafll the Great were the moft celebrate(t They are infefted 
in the Pandects ofBeveridge rtom. ii. p. 47 — i^r«)« and are translated 
by Chardon* Hill, des Sacrimens, tom. iv. p. ai9 — 277. 

' ''* Bafil. Spiftol. xlvii. in Baronius CAnnaU Ecclef. A. D. 37^. 
K^. 91. who declares that he pttrpofely relates it, to convince go* 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fentence of excommuifi. 
cation. In his opinion , even a royal head is not fife from the thunders 
of the Vatican ; and the cardinal shews himfelf much more confident 
than the lawyers and theologians of the Gallican church. 
• "• The long feries of hit anceftors , as high as Euryfthehes, the 
firil Doric kin? of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
cules , was infcrib'.d in the public regiflers of Cyrene , a Lacedaemo- 
nian colony. SyfteC Epift. Ivii. p. 197. edit. Petav.) Such a pure 
and iliuftrious pedigree of feventeen hundred years , without adding: 
the royal anceftors of Hercales, cannot be equalled In the hii^ory ol^ 
OianKind. 
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"* Syneiint (de Regno', p. 2.) pathetically deplores the fallen and 
mined ilate of Cyrene «oX<; EXXijvi; » 'TtoO^ouw ovojULOi xxi o^/ulyovj %ou 
f y oitvi fJLVptcf. rwv itoCy^i o-o^o^v* vvv ^£v>i^ xoci KXTTt^v^ 9 aou iuLsy» spw^iov, 
Ftolemais, a new^ity, 82 miles to the weftward of Cyrene, aiTumed 
the Metropolitan honours of the Fentapolis, or Upper Libya, which 
were afterward transferred to Sozufa. See Weifeling Itinerar. p. 67 — 68. 
732. Cellarius Geograph. torn. ii. part. ii. p. 72. 74. Carolus a Sto 
Paolo Geograph. Sacra, p. 273* d'Anville Geographie ancienne, torn, iii* 
p. 43 , 44. M^moires de TAcad. des Infcriptions , torn, xxxvii. 
p. 365 — 39T. 

V' Synefius had previously reprefented his own dif^ualificationi 
(Epift. c. V. p. 246 — 250.). He loved pro&ne ftudies and profane fports; 
he was incapable of fupporting a life of celibacy ; he disbelieved 
the refurrection : and he refufed to preach fables to the people, 
unleCs he might be permitted to philofophiie at home. Theophilus , 
primate of £gypt, who knew his merit • accepted this extraordinary 
compromife. See the life of Synefius in Tillemont Mem. EcclcC 
tom. xii. p. 499 — SS4- 

z>« See the invective of Synefius, Epift. Ivii. p. 191—^01. The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal ; fiuce he was a native of Be- 
renice, in the fame province. The inftruments of tortures are curiously 
fpccified, the 'criss'iff <oy , or preCs, the ^axrvX^i^foe, the ^ao^foc^iny 
the piwXodot^t the tarcxy^x^ and the xeiXo^-f o^mv , that variously prefled 
or diftended the Gangers, the feet, the nofe, the ears, and the lips of the 
victims. 

'^' The fentence of excommunication is exprefied in a rhetorical ftyle. 
(Synefius, Epiil. Iviii. p. 201^—203.) The method of involving whole ^ 
families, though fomewhat unjuft, was improved into national interdicts, 

'** See Synefius, Epift. xlvii. p. 186, i87* Epift. Ixxii. p. 218, 2I9« 
Epift. Ixxxix. p. 230^— 231. 

x>3 See ThomalOQn (Difcipline de TEglife , tom. ii. I. iii. c. 81. 
p. I76I -— 1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol. i. I. xiv. c. 4. 
p. 688 — 71?*) Preaching was confidered as the moft important office 
of the bishop i but this function was fometimes intrufted to fuch presby^ 
ters as Cbryfoftoita and Auguftin. 

'^^ Q,ueen Elizabeth ufed this expreffion, and practifed this art, when- 
ever she wished to prepofTeis the minds of her people in favour of any 
extraordinary meafiire of government. The hoftile e£Fects of this mufic 
were apprehended by her fuccefibr , and feverely felt by his fon. " Wbea 
pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic, etc." See Heylin's Life of Archbishop Land » 
p. M3. 

'^^ Thofe modeft orators acknowledged, that, as they were defti- 
tute ef the gift of miracles , they endeavoured to acquire the arts of' 
eloquence. 

'*' The Cauncil i}C Nice* in the foatth, fifth* fixtii# and feventii. 
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canons « has made fome fundaraental regulations concerning fynods , 
siietropolitans , and primates, "the Nicahe canons have been variously 
tortured, abofed, interpolated « oi: forged, according to the intereft of 
the clergy. The SuburhicarUn churches « affigned (by Rufinus) to the 
bishop of Rome, have been made t&e fubject df vehemeiit controverfy. 
<See Sirmond. Opera, torn. iv. p. I — 2^8.) 

'*^ Ve have only thirty - three, or forty - feveh epifcopal fubfcrip. 
tions: but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, rtfckohs fix hundred 
bishops in tha council of Aries. Tillemont Meth. EccicC torn. vi. 
p. 422. 

<»• See Tillemont, (cm. vi. p. 915, and BeauTobre fiift. da 
Manichiifme, toili. i. p. ^3$. The name of bishop, which is given 
by Butychins to the 2048 ^cclbfiaftics (Annal. torn. i. p. 440. vetf. 
Pocbck), miift be extended far beyohd the limits^of an orthodox or 
even epiibbpal ordiilatioh. ' 

*»* See Euftb. ib Vlt. Conftantin. 1. iii. C. 6 — 21. Tillemont 
Meih. EccletialU^i&s^, torn. vi. p. 669 — 759. 

^'*. Sancimus I'gitur vicem legum obtiii^re, qiiae a quatuor Sanctis 
Conciliis . .| . expofitx funt aut firmats. Praedictarum enim quatuor 
fynodorum dogmata ficnt fanctas Scripturas et regulas ficut leges 
obferVanius. Juftinian. Novell, cxxxi. fieveridge (ad Pabdect. pi-o/eg. 
■p. 2.) remarks, that the emperors hever made new laWs iii eccle* 
fiaftical mattets; and Giannone obferves, in ■ very different fpirit, 
that they gave a legal lanction to the cahons of councils. Iftoria Cilrile 
di Napoli, tohi. i.-p. 13$. • 

■>' See the article CONCILE In the Encyclopedic, torn. iii. 
p. 668 — 679. edition de Lu€qiic». The author , M. le docteur 
.Bouchaud, has difcilfled, according to the principles of the Gallican 
church , the principal qnefiions which relitte .to the fdrm and cohfti., 
tution of general, natianal, and : provincial #buncils. THe editors 
(fee Preface, p. xvi. ) have reafon to be proud of this article. Tfaofe. 
who Gonfult their imtnenre compilatio.n , feldom depart fo 1v.ell 
ikiisfied. 

CHAP. XXI. 

: ' Enfebius in Vi^ Conftantin. 1. iii. e. 63, 64. ^^, 66. 

* After fome examinatioh of the various opinions of Tillemont, 
fieaufobre, Lardner, etc. I am convinced that Manes did not propa- 
gate his feet, even in Perfia, before the year 270. It is firahge, that 
a philofophic and foreign herefy should have penetrated fo rapidly into 
the African provinces; yet I cannot eaiily reject the edict of Diocletian 
agakift the Manichsans, which may be found in Baronifis. ( Annal. Eccl. 
A. 0. 28f . ) 

*' Conftantinns 9 enrni cum limatius foperftitionum quaereret fectas» 
Manichieonim et fimiiinm, cto. Ammian. xv. 15. Strategius , wh« 

from 
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irom this cemmifBoii obtained the futname of Mufonlanus , was a 
Chriilian of the Arian feet. He acted a$ one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Lil^anius priMfes hi^ mildnefs and prudtnce. Valef« 
ad locum Ammian. 

' ♦ Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. titi v. leg. a. As the. general law is not 
inferted in the Jheodofian code, it is probable that, in the year 438/ 
the fccts which it had condemned were already extinct. 

^ Sozonien , 1. i. c. %%. Socrates , \, i, c» lo. Thefe hiftorians have 
ITecn fufpetted ..but'I think without reafon , of an attachment to the 
Xovatian doctrine. The emperor faid to the bishop , *' AueiiuSi take 
a ladder , and get up to Heaven by yourfelf* *' Moft of the (Shriftian 
lects have , by turns , boVrowed the la6der of Acefius. 

* The beft nlaterials for this part of ecclefiaftical hiftory may be 
ibund in the edition of Optatas Milevitanus , published (Paris i^oo) 
ty M . Dupin , who has enriched^t with critical notes , geographical 
«liicufiionSi original records, and ah accurate abridgment of the whoU 
controverfy. M. deTillemdnt has bellowed on the Donatjfts the greateft 
parf of a volume Ctom vi. part i.> : and I am indebted to him for an 
ample collection of all the paiTages of his favourite St. Auguflin , 
which relate to thofe heretics. 

' Scbifma igitiir illo tempore confufse mulieHs iracundia peperjt ; 
ambitus nutrivit ; Ayaritia roboravit. Optatus, 1. i. c. 19. The language 
•f Parpurius is that of a furious madman. Dicitur te necaffe filios ' 
fiiroris tuae duos. Purpuriiit refpondit : Putas me terreri i te . . . 
occidi. ; et occido eos qui contra me faciunt. Acta Con cil. Cirtenfis,^ 
ad calc> Optat. p. 274* When Caecilian was invited to an afTembly of 
bishops , Purpurius faid to his brethren , or rather to his accomplices , 
^ Let him come hither to receive our impofition of hands ; and we ■ 
^ill break his head by way of penanee; " Optat. 1. i. c. 19. 

» The councils of Aries , of Nice, and of Trent, conirmedthe wift 
and moderate practice of the church of Rome. The Donatifts , hoVever^ 
liad the advantage of maintaining the fentiment of Cyprian « and of a( 
confiderable part of the primitive church. Vincentius Lirinenfis (p.33£« 
ap. Tilleirionti M6m. EecUf. tom. vi. p. 138.) has explained why tht 
Donatifts are eternally burning with the Devil i while St. Cyprian 
reigns in heaven with Jefus Chrift. 

» See the fixth book of Optatus Milevitarius j p. 91 — ^^100. 

'<* Tillemont , Mdm. Eccl^fiaftiques , tom. vi. part i. p. 2S3. H^ 
Isughs at their partial cruelty. He revered Anguftin# the great doctor 
•f the Qrftem of predeilination. 

'^ Plato Egyptum peragravit ut a faeerdotibus Batbaris humeros et 
44tUftia acciperet. Cicero de Finibus, v^ ss. Th&Egyptians might ftiU. 
preferve the traditional creed of the Patriarchs. Jofephus has perfuaded 
many of theChriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of his knowledge 
from the Jews; but this vain opinion cannot be reconciled with the 
•b&ure fiate and uafoclal snmiiers of the Jewish people « Whofo. 
Vel. lU. % b 
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fcriptures were not acceflible to Greek curiofity till more than one 
hundred years after the death of Plato. Sec^ Marsham , Canon. Chron. 
p^ 144. Le Clerc, Epiftol. Critic, vii. p. I77 — 194. 

'^ The modern guides who lead me to the knowledge of the Platonic 
fyftcm are, Cudworth (Intellectual Syftem , p. S6i — 620. )» Bafnage 
(Hill, dcs Juife , I. iv. c. iv. p. ^3 — ^S6.), Lc Clcrc (Epift. Grit. vii. 
p. 194 — 109. )> stnd Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. torn. 1. p. 67S — 706.% 
As the learning of thefe writers Was equal , and their intention different, 
an inquifitive^obferver may derive inftruction from their difputes, and 
certainty f«om their agreement. 

" Brucker, Hift. Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1349 — •)3S7. The Alexandrian 
fchool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xvii.) and Ammianus (xxii. 6.). 

'^ Jofeph. Antiquitat. 1. xii. c. i. 3* Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, 1. vii. 
c. 7. 

'' For the origin of the Jewish philofophy , Cee Eufcbius » Prsparat. 
Evangel, viii. 9« 10. According to Philo, the Therapeutae ftudied phi* 
lofophy; and Brucker has proved (Hift. Philofoph. torn. ii. p. 787* J » 
that they gave the preference to that of Plato. 

'^ SeeCalmet , DiiTertations fur la Bible, torn. ii. p. £77- The book 
of the Wifdom of Solomon was received by many of the. fathers as th« 
work of that monarch ; and although rejected by the Proteftants for 
want of a Hebrew original , it has obtained , with the reft of the 
Vulgate , the fanetion of the council of Trent. 

^7 The Platonifm of Philo , which was famons to n proverb , is 
proved beyond a donbt by Le Clerc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. 211 — -228.). 
Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs, 1. iv. c. ^.) has clearly afcertained , that the 
theological works of Philo were cpmpofed before the death, and moft 
probably before the birth, of Chrift. In fuch a time of darknefs , the 
knowledge of Philo is more aftonishing than his errors. Bull , Defend 
Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p. 12. 

" Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpori mifcet, 
Befides this material foul , Cudworth has difcovered (p. ^62. ) in 
Amelius , Porphyry , Plotinus , and , as he thinks , in Plato himfelf , 
ft fuperior, fpiritual , uppercofmian foul of the univerfe. But this double 
foul is exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clerc , as an idle fancy 
of the latter Platonifts. 

'' Petav. Dogmata Theologica , torn. ii. 1. viii. c. s« i^, 79i. Bull , 
Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. pc 8. 13. This notion, till it was abnfed 
by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theology. Tertullian' 
(adv. Praxeam , c. 16.) has a remarkable and dangerous paffage. 
After contrafting , with indifcreet wit, the nature of God, and the 
actions of Jehovah , he concludes : Scilicet ut hiec de filio Dei non 
credenda fuifle , fi non fcripta efient \ fortaiTe non credenda de Patre 
licet fcripta. 

-^"^ The Platonifts adqiired the beginning of the Gofpel of St. John , 
•as containing an exact tranfcript of their own principles. Auguftin.- 
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4e Civitat. Dei ^ x. 39. Amelias apud Gyrif. adverf; Julian. 1. viii. 
p;' 283. But in the third arid fourth centuries , the Platonifts of 
Alexandria might improve their THnity ^ by the ftcret ftody of the 
Ghriftian theology. ' 

** See Beaufobre Hift. Critique du Manich^ifme , torn. i. p. ^7?» The 
dofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been published about 
feventy years after the death of Chrift. 

** The fentiments of the Ebionites are fairly iiated by Mosheim 
(ji. 331.) and Le Clerc (Hift. Ecclef. p. S3^.). The Clementines, 
published among the apoftolical^fathers , are attributed by the critics 
to one of thefe fectaries. 

*' Staunch polemics , like Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. c 2.) , 
iniift on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes ; which appears lefs pnre arid 
certain in the eyes of Mosheim (p. 33o.). , 

** The humble condition and fniferings of Jefus hav^ always been a 
fiumblin^r-blobk to the Jews. ** DeUs . . . contrariis coloribus Mefliam 
•' depinxerat ; futurus erat Rex , Judex , Paftor , " etc. -See Limborch 
«tOrobioAmicaCollat, p. 8. 19. S3-— 75. 192 — 234. But this objection 
lias obliged the believing Chriftiaus to lift up their eyfes'to a fpirirual 
mrid evcrlafting kingdom. 

*' Juftin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryphonte , p. 143, 144*. See Le 
Clerc, Hift. Ecclef. p. 6i^. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecclef. Cathol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to .diftort either the fen* 
timents or the words of Juftin ; but their violent correction of the text 
is rejected even by the Benedictiiie editors:- 

** The Arians reproached the orthodox party with borrowing theit 
Trinity from the Valentiniafis and Marcionites. See Beaufobre, Hift. 
tlu Mariich^ifme » 1. iii. c. 5- 7i 

*7 Non dignum eft ex ntero credere Deum, ct Deum Chriftum .... 
Hon dignuin eft ut tanta majeftas per fordes et fqnalores miilieris 
tranfire credatur. The Gnoftics aflerted the impurity of mattery and 
of marriage ; and they were fcandalized by th€ gi-ofs interpretations of 
the fathers, arid even of Auguilkin himfelf. See Beaufobre, torn, iij 
p. 5125. 

*• Apoftolis adhuc in fteculo fuper^itibns apud Judseam Chrifti fariguinif 
tecente , et phantafma corpus Domini aflerebatur. Cotelerius thinks 
(Patres ApoftoU torn. ii. p. 24.) that thofe who will not allow the 
Docetes to have arifen in the time of the Apoftles , may with equal 
teafon deny that the fi|n shines at noon-day. Thefe Docetts , wh<y 
formed the moft confiderable party among the Gnoftics, Wefe fo called, 
tecaufe they granted only a feeming body to Chrift. 

*^ Soine proofs of the refpect which the Chriftiaffs entertained for 

the perfon and doctrine of Plato , may Y)e found in de la Mothe \t 

Vayer, tom. v. p. X3s, etc. edit. nS7\ and Bafhage , Hift. des Jiiifs^ 

torn ivi p. 29. 79, etc. 

'^ Doles bona fide, Platonem oraniuHl luBrcucbrutfi condimtiftariniM 

B b 2 
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fsctum. TertuIIian. de Animi , c. 23. Pttavhis (Dogm. TheoIofT-' 
^ torn. ill. proleg. 2. ) shews that this was a general complaint. Beaufobrc 
(torn, i 1. til. c. 9* 10.) has deduced tl;e GnJftic errors from Platonic 
principles ; and as , in the fchool of Alexandria , thofe principles 
were bkn-ded with theOriental philofophy (Hrucker, torn. i. p. 1356. )• 
the fentiment of Beaufobre may be reconciled with the opinion of 
Mosheim (General Hiftory of the Chorch, 'vol. i. p. 37.). 

*' If Theophilus , bishop of Antinch (fee Dupin , Biblloth^iic 
Ecd^nadique., tom. i. p. 66,) was the firft who employed the tv'ord 
Triifd, Trinity f that abflract term, which was already familiar to the 
fchools of philofophy , mull have been introduced into the theology 
of t4ie Chriftians after ihe middle of the fecon^ century. 

** AthanaGus , tom. i. p. 808. His expreifions have an uncommon 
energy ; and as he was writing to Monk;; « there could not be any 
occafion for him to affict a rational language. 

'' In a treitife t which profefTed to explain the opinions of the an- 
cient philofophers concerning the nature of the gods, we might expect 
to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very honeftly 
confefled , that though he had translated the Timaeus , fat could never 
vnderiland that myflerious dialogue. See Hieronym. prsef. ad 1. xii. in 
Ifaiam, tom v. p. IS4« 

^* Tertullian. in Apolog.' c. 46. See Bayle, Dictionnaire , au mot 
Simonide. His remarks on tlie prefumption of Tertnlli&u are profound 
^d iiiterefting. 

'' Lactantius, iv. 8. Yet the Probole , or Prolath ^ which the moft 
orthodox divines borrowed without fcruple from the Valentinians, and 
illufirated by the comparifons of a fountain and flream , the fun and 
its rays , etc. either meant nothing , or favoured a material idea of 
the divine generation. See Beaufobre « tom. i. L iii. c. 7. p. S4S» 

'' Many of the primitive writers have frankly confefTed^ that the 
Son owed his being to the will of the Father. See Clarke*s Scripture 
Trinity, p. 280-^287. On the other hand, Athanafius and his followers 
^feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to deny. The fthoolme« 
extricate themfelves froni this difficulty by the diftinction of a preceding 
and a concomitMnt will. Petav. Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. 1. vi. e. 8. 
p. ^87-— 603, 

'^ See Petav. Dogm. Theolog. tom. ii. I. ii. c. 10. p. 1^9. 
" Carmenque Chriiio quafi Deo dicere fecum invicem. Plln. Epift. x. 
97. The fenfe of Deus , Oiof , Elohim, in the ancient languages , is 
critically examined by Le Clerc (Ars Critica, p. 150— *I56., ahdthe" 
propriety of worshipping a very excellent creature, is ably defended 
by th« Socinian Emlyn (Tracts, p. 29 — 35. ^i-— T4S.). ' 

'* See Dai]16 de Ufu Pitrum , and Le Clerc , BibKoth6que XJni- 
verfelle , tom. x. p. 409. To arraign the faith of the Anti-Nicene 
fathers, was the object, or at leaft has been the effect, of the ftupen- 
dons work of Petavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog. tom. ii. > ; 

/ 
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Aor hat the deep imprtflloii been erazeil by the learned defence of 
Bishop Bull. 

♦• The mod ancient creeds were drawn np with the greateft latitude. 
See Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Gathol.), who tries to prevent Epifcopins 
frpm derivins^ any advantage from this obfervation. 

♦' The herefies of Praxeas, Sabellius, etc. are accurately explained 
by Mosheim (p. 425. 6S0 — 714.) fraxeas , who came to Rome 
Mhi^nt the end qf the fecond century , deceived , for fome time , the 
fimplicity of the bishop , and was confuted by the pen of the angry 
TertuUian. 

** Socrates acknowledges , that the herefy of Arins proceeded from 
his firong; defire to embrace an opinion the moft diametrically oppofite 
to that of Sabellius. 

*^ The figuro and manners of Arins , the character and numbers 
6f his fiiH profelytes , are painted in very lively colours by JEpipha- 
nius (tom. i. Haeref. Ixix. 3. p. 729>); and we cannot but regret 
that he should foon forget the hiftorian , to afiume the task of con. 
IBDverfy. 

♦♦ See PhilAdrgiHS (I. i. j&. 3.), and Godefroy's ample Commentary. 
Yet the credibility of Philbilorgius is leiTened , in the eyes of the 
orthodox , by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of rational critics , by his 
palfion , his prejudice , and his ignorance. 

♦^ Sozomen il. i. c. 15.) rcprefents Alexander as indifferent, and 
flven ignorant , in the beginning of the controveriy ; while Socrates 
(1. i. c. 5.) afcribes the origin of the ditpute to the vain 'curiafity of 
his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin {^Remarks on Eccleflaftical 
Hiilory* vol. ii. p. t?8. )has cenihred^ with his ufual freedom , the 
eon duct of Alexander : 'arfo( o^9fv eloe^rsrcef .... ojUiotug ^^oyuf 

tXBXSVTU 

♦• The flames of Arianifm might burn for fome time in fecret ; but 
ther^ is reafon to believe that they burit out with violence as early as 
the year 319. Tillemont, M€m. EceUf. tom. vi, p. 774 — 78o 

♦^ Q.Hid creoidit ? Certe , aut tria nomina audiens tres De.os efl*e 
credidit, et idololatra eifectus eft; aut in tiibus vucabulis trinominern 
credens Deum , in Sabellii hserefim incurrit ; aut edoctus ab A%i»nis 
unum efle verura Deum Patrem , filium et fpiritum fanctum credidit 
creaturas. Aut extra haec quid credere potuerit nefcio. Hiefonym adv. ^ 
Luciferianos. Jerom referves for the laft the orthodox fyftem , which . 
is more complicated and difficult. 

^' As the doctrine of abfolute creation fram nothing, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, torn. ii. p. rr,«i — 215.), the 
dignity of the workman very naturally rofe with that of the work, 

♦• The metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. 276 — 280.) 
could digcft an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 

<* This prophane and abfurd fimile is employed by feverat of the. 
jifimitive fathers, particularly by Athenagoxas, in his Apology to the 
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nhperor Marcus and his fen; and it it aUefed, without teqfiire, bj- 
Bull himrelf. See DefenC Fid. Nicen f. iii. c. ^. N*". 4- 

<' See Cudwortb's Intellectual Syftem, p. 5<»* 579. This dangerous 
hypothefis was countenanced by the two Gregories , of Nyfla and 
Nazianzen » by Cyril ot Alexandria , John of Damafcus , etc. Sea 
Cudworth. p. 603. Le Clerc , fiiblioth6%iic Univ^rfelk , torn, xviii. 
p. 97 — los. 

'' Augultin fee^ns to envy the^fretdom of the pbi^fopbers. Liberis 
verbis luquuntur philofophi .... Nos autem non dicimus duo v«L 
tria principia « duos vel tres Deot. De Civitat Dei , x. 23. 

" Boetius, who was deeply verCed ia the phrlofophy of Plato and 
Ariftotle explains the unity of the Trinity by the in-dijfcrcnce of thr 
three perlons. See the judicious remarks of Le Clerc , Biblioth^%u«. 
Choifie , torn. xvi. p. 225 , etc. , 

^* U the Sabe|lians were ftartled at this conclufion , they were 
driven down another precipice into the contVflion , that the Father wa» 
born of a virgin , that ftc had Tuffered on the crofs; and thus deCerved 
the odious epithet oi Patr:-.paJJians ^ with which they^ were brand^ ' 
by their aJverfuries. See the invectives of TertuUian aAiaft Praxeas, 
and the temperate reflexiuns of Mosheim p. 413. 6^81. J • and Beau- 
fubre, torn* i. 1. iii. c 6. p. 533* 

^' The traufaotions of the council of Nice ate related by the ancients, 
not only in a partial » but in a very imperfect , manner. Snch a 
picture as Fra- Paolo would have drawn , can never be n covered ; but, 
fuch rude sketches as hi^ve been traced by the pencil of bigotry , and 
that of reafon , may be feen in XiJIemont Mem. EccUf. torn. vi. 
|). 669 — 7S9.) and in Le Clerc (Bibliothique Univerfelle • ^om. x* 
p. 43^ 4S4 J- 

'• We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, L iii. cap. ult.) for the 
knowledge of this curious anecdote. Hoc verbum pofuerunt Patres* 
quod viderunt adverfariis efle formidinii ut tanquam evaginato ab ipfis 
gladio , ipfum nefandae caput heraefeos amputarent. 

'7 See Bull, DefLnf. Fid Nicen. feet. ii. c. i. p. 25 — %6, He thinks 
it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods. 

'• According to Ariftotle , the ftars were '"HomoouHan to each other 
•• That Homooufius means of one fubftance in kind^ hath been shewu 
" by Petavius, Curcellaeus, Cudworth , Le Clerc , etc. and to prove 
*• it, would be actum agcrc. " This is the juft remark of Dr. Jortia 
(voL ii. p. 212 }, who examines' the Arian controverly with learniqg «■ 
paudour, and ingenuity. 

'• Sec Petavius ( Dogm. 'I'heolog. torn. ii. 1. iv. c. 16. p. 4^3. etc, >. 

Cudworth (p. 5^9.), Bull (feet, iv, p. 285 — 290. edit. Grab.). Th^ 

«^ff<%wc>jfl-i; , or circiint'j^cejjio^ is perhaps the diepefi and darkeft corner 

of the whole theological abyfs. 

^'* IPhe third fc'cuoa of Bull's Defence of thp Nicenc Faiih , whicb 
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Ibme of his aiitagonifts have called nonTenfe , and others herefy , is 
confecrated to the fupremacy of the Father. 

*^ The ordinary appellation with which Athanafius and his follo^rers 
e||ofe to Gomplimeiit the Arians , was that of Ariomanius, 

^* Epiphanius , torn. i. Haeref. Ixxii. 4* p« 837* See the adventures 
of Marcellus , in Tillemont (M^m. £ccl6f. torn. vii. p. 88o — 899). 
His work , in ont book , of the unity of God , was anfwered in the 
three books , whidi are fliU extant , of Eufebius. After a long and 
careful examination; Petavius (torn. ii. l.i. c. 14. p-78.) has reluctantly 
pronounced the condemnation of Marcellus. 

*^ Athanafius, in his epiftle concerning the fynods of Seleucia and 
Rimini (t<^m. i. p. 886; — 90^. ), has given an ample lift ofArian creeds, 
which has been enlarged and improv\ed by the labours of the indefati- 
gable Tillemont (M6m. £cci6G torn. vi. p. 477*) 

.*^ Erafmus, with admirable fenfe. and freedom, K^as delineated the 
iuffc character of Hilary. To revife his text , to compofe the annais 
of his life, and to juftify his fentiments and conduct, is the province 
of the Benedictine editors. * ' 

'' Abfque epifcopo Eleufio et paucis cum eo , ex majore parte 
Afiank decern . provinciae , inter quas conlifto , vere Deugi nefciunt. 
Atque utinam penitus nefcirent! cum procliviore enim veni& ignorarent 
quam obtrectarent. Hilar, de Synodis , five de Fide Orientalinm » 
c. 63. -p. 1 186. edit. Benedict. In the celebrated parallel between 
atheifm and fuperftition, the bishop of Poitiers would have been fur- 
prifed in the philofophic fociety of Bayle and Plutarch. 

^^ Hilarius ad Confiantium , 1. ii. c. 4* S- P- 1227, 1228. This 
remarkable pafTage deferved the attention of Mr. Locke , who has 
tranfcribed it (vol. iii. p; 4?o.) into the model of his new common- 
place book. 

^^ In Philoftorgius (1. iii. CIS.) the character and > adventures of 
JEtius appear fingular enough , though they are carefully foftened by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. IS 3*) 1 who was more 
attached to his^ principles than to his author , has collected the odious 
circumilances which his various adverfaries have preferved or invented. 

^* According to the judgment of a man who refpected both thofe 
fectaries , Stius had been endowed with a ftronger underftanding, 
and Euupmius had acquired more art and learning ( Philoftorgius , 
1. viii. c. 18.). The confefliun and apology of Eunomius (Fabricius, 
Biblioth. Grxc. torn. viii. p. 2S8 — 30s.) ii one of the lew heretical pieces 
which have efcaped. 

*» Yet, according to the opinion ofEftius and Bull (p. 297.), there 
is one power, that of creation , which God. ctf/znor comlnunicate to a 
creature. Eftius, who fo accurately defined the limits of Omnipotence, 
was a Dutchman by birth , and by trade a fcol^fiiic divine. Dupin , 
Biblioth. EccUf. torn. xvii. p. 4S. 

''^ Sabinus (ap. Socrat. 1. ii. c. 39*) had copied the acts; Athanafius 
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and Hilary liave explained the dififions of this Arian fynod; the tftlicr 
•irciimftaiices which are relative to it are carefully collected by Ba« 
roniiis aiul Tillemont. 

'< Fideli et pii intelligentift. . . De Synod, e. 77. p. tt93. In hi* 
iliort apologeticai notes (firft published by the Benedictines from a 
MS. ofChartres) be obferves , that he ufed this cautious expreffien, 
94ii intelligerem etimpiam, p. 1206. See p. 1146. Philoftorgius , w^m 
faw thore objects through a different medium^ is inclined to forget the 
difference of the imporunt diphthong. See in particular viii. 17' aad 
Godefroy, p. 352. 

'* TeftorDeum coeli atque terraeme, cum neutrum audiflTerh, femper 
tameu utrumque renfifTe. . . . Regeneratus pridem et ia epifcopata 
aiiquantifper manens fidem Nicenam nunquam nifi cxfulatarus audivi. 
Hilar, de Synodis « c. xci. p. 120S. The Benedictines are perfuaded that 
he governed the diocefe of Poitiers feveral years before his exile. 

^' Seneca (Epift. Iviii.) complains that even the to ov of the Pla* 
tonifts uhe ens of the bolder fchoolmen) could not be expreffed bf 
a Latin noun. 

'^ The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at length 
gave to a Bumer/cal ra.her thau a gentrieal unity ^fee P«tav. totti. ii, 
!. iv c 13. p. 4:4.) was favoured by the Latin language; rj#«; feeims 
to excite the idea of fubftance , tr/mtas of qualities. 

'^ Ingemuit totus orbis, et Arianum fe tffe miratus eft. Hietonym* 
*dv. Lucifer, torn. i. p. 14s. 

'* The ftory of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by Sul- 
picius Severus Hift. Sacra, K if. p. 4r9-:— 4?o. edit. Lugd. Bat. i<47*)> 
and by Jerom , in hi^ dialogue againft the Luctferrans. The deiign . of 
the latter is to apologize for the conduct of the Latin bishops, who were 
Received, and who repented. 

^' Eufebius, in Vii. Conftant. 1 ii. c. <?4 — 72. The principles of 
toleration and religious indifference , contained in this epillle, have 
given great offence to Baronius , Tillemont , etc. who fuppofe that the 
emperor had fome evil counfellor , either Satan or Eufebius , at hii 
elbow.' See Jortin's Remarks , torn. ii. p. 183. 
i ^* Eufebius , in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c. 13. 

*• Theodoret has preferved (1. i. c. 20.) an epiftle from Conftanttne^ 
to the people of Nicomedia , in which the monarch* declares himfelf 
the pubKc accufer of one of his fuhjects ; he ftyles Eufebius, Tfi^ 
TV^ot'/vtariC u/ULGTrrci avM-Aiv^'tg i and complains of his hoftile behaviour 
(|nring the civil war. 

•• See in So(^ates f 1. i. c. 8.), or rather in Theodoret fL i. c. 12.), 
an .original letter of Eufebius of Csefarea , in which. he attempts to 
jnftify his' fubfcribing the Homooufion. The character of Eufebius 
has always be6n a problem ^ but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical E^ifUe of Le Clerp (Arf Critica , torn. iii. p. 30— -4i9.) « muft 
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•nteitatii a very iinfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fincerity 
lof the bishop of CKfarea. 

*' Athanafius , torn. i. p. 727* Philoftergius , 1. i. c. 10. and Gode* 
froy's Commentary » p. 4i> 

»* Socrates , 1. i. 0. 9. In liis circiular letters, which were addrefled 
to the feveral cities « Conftantine employed againft the heretics the arms 
of ridicule and comU raillery. 

■ •' We derive the original ftory from Athanafius (torn. i. p. 670.), 
who expreifes fome reluctance to ftigmatize the memory of the dead. 
He might exaggerate ; but the perpetual commerce of Alexandria and 
€onftantinoplc would have rendered it dangerous to invent. Thofe 
who prefs the literal narrative of the death of ^Arius (his bowelt 
fuddenly burft out in a privy) muft make their option between poifon 
and miracle.- 

'^ The change in the fentimcnts , or at leaft in the conduct , of 
Conilantine, may be traced in Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. 0. 2). 
I. iv. c.'4'.), Socrates CL i. c. 13-^39.) Sotomen (I. ii. c. 16 — 34.), 
Theodoret (1. i. c. 14 — ;34-), and Philofttfrgius (1. ii. c. 1 — 17.). 
But the firft of thefe writers was too near the fcene of action, and 
the others were too remote from it. It is Angular enough > that th« 
important task of continuing the hiftory of the church > should havt 
been left for two laymen and a 'heretic. 

*' Q,aia etiam tum catechu menus facramentum fidei merito vidert* 
tur«potaJif| nelcire. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra « 1. ii. p. 410. 

■*' Socrates , 1. ii. c. 2. Sozomen , I. iii. c. T8. Athanaf. torn. i. 
^.813* 834* He obferves, that the eunuchs are the natural enemies of 
the Son. Compare On Jortin^s Remarks on Eccleiiaftical Hiftory, vol.iv« 
p. 3> with a certain genealogy in- Candida (ch. iv. ), which ends with 
oiie of the firft companions of Chriftopher Columbus. 

'7 Sulpicius Severus, in Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 40ii, 406. 

•• Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 3S3. N*. K. ) exprefely obferves; that 
in the reign of Conftantine the crofs had been found in the bowels 
of the earth ; but that it had appeared , in the reign of Conftantius ,"* 
in the midft of the heavens. This oppofition evidently iiroves , that 
Cyril was ignorant of the ftupendous miracle to which the conver* 
iion of Conftantine is attributed ; and this ignorance is the more fur- 
prifing, fince it was no more than twelve years after his death that 
Cyril was confecrated bishop of Jerufalem, by the immediate fucceftbr 
of Eu&bius of Caelarea. See Tillemont , M6m. £ccl^f. torn. viii. 

'• It is not eafy to determine how far the ingenuity of Cyril might 
be affifted by fame natural appearances of a folar halo. 

'•*' 'PhiloftorKius , 1. iii. c. 26. He is followed by the author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrenus, and ^by Nicephorus (See Gotho- 
fred. DiiTert. p. 1S8.). They coDld not refufe a miracle, even from 
the hand of an enemy* 



J94 NOTESTO THE 

*^ So cttrioQS a ptflkse well (U(ktV9% to be tranferibed. Chriftianam 
religionem abfolutam et fimpliceniy anili fiiperftitipne confundens; in- 
fulfcrutandi perplexinc, quam comp(>Bend& gravius excitaret difcidia 
plurima ; quae progrefTa fufius aluit concertatione ▼crborum , ut ca- 
tervis antiftitum juinentis poblicis ultro citroque difcnrrentibus , per 
fynodos (quas appellant) dum ritum omnem ad fuum trahere conan- 
tur fValefins^eads conatur) rei vehiculari^ concideret nervos. Am^ 
snianus, xxi. 16. ' 

•* AthanaC torn. i. p. 870. 

•' Socrates. 1. ii. c. 3S — 47. Sozoraen , 1. iv. c. 12 — 30. Theo- 
doret, 1. ii. c. 18 — 32- Phlloftorg. 1. iv. c. 4-<*'is* 1. v. c. i — 4. 
1. vi. c. I — S' ' '" • 

•♦ Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 23. AthanaC torn. i. p.' 831. TiUemont 
(M^m. Etcl^f. torn. vii. p. 947.) bas collected feveral inftances of 
the haughty fanaticifm of Confiantius from the detached treatifes of 
Lucifer of Cagliari. The very titles of thefe treatifes iofpire zeal and 
terror ; ** Moriendum pro Dei Filio. '* " De Regibns Apofiaticis. '* 
" De non conveniendo cum Haeretico. ** *' De non parcendo in Deum 
,» delinquentibus. *' 

•J Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p 418 — 430. The Greek hiftorians 
were very ignorant of the affairs of the Weft. 

'* We may regret that Gregory Nazianzen compofed a panegyric 
inftead of a life of Athanafius ; but we should enjoy and improve the 
i^dvantage of drawing our moft authentic materials from tt^ rich ^nd 
of his own epiftles and apologies (torn. i. p. 670— —9SI.). I shall not 
imitate the example of-Socrates (1. ii. c. i.), who published the firft 
edition of his hi flory. without giving himfelf the trouble to confult the 
writings of Athanaiius. Yet even Socrates, the more curious Sozomen, 
and the learned Theodoret, connect the life of Athanafius with the 
feries Vif ecclefiaftical hiftory. The diligence ofTillemont (torn, viii.) 
and of the Benedictine editors, has collected ev^ry fact, and examined 
every difficulty. 

>' Sulpicius Severus (Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 396.) calls him a lawyer, 
a jurifconfult. This character cannot now be difcovered either in the 
life or writings of Athanaflus? 

** Dicebatur enim fatidicarum'fortium fidem., quxve augurales por- 
tenderent alites fcientiiHme callens aliquoties prsedixilTe futura.^ Am- 
mianus, xv. 7* A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by Sozomen 
(1. iv. c. 10.), which evidently proves (if the crows fpeak Latiq) that 
Athanafius und^rftood the language of the crows. 

** The irregular ordjnation of Athanafius was slightly mentioned 
in the councils which were held againft him. See Philofiorg. 1. ii. 
p. II « and Godefroy, p. 71: but it can fcarcely be fuppofed that the 
aJTembly of the bishops of Egypt would folemnly atteft a public falfe>- 
hood. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 726. 

"*» S&e the Hiftory of the Fathers of the Defcrt , published by 
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ItoAveide: and TiUemont Mim. EccUC. torn, vii., in the li?es of An- 
tony « Pachoniius, etc. Athanaiius himfelf, who did not difdain to 
compofe the. life of his friend Antony, has carefully'ohferved how 
often the holy monk deplored and prophefied the mifchiefs of the 
Arian Herefy. Athanaf. torn. ii. p. 492. 498, etc. 

^^' At firft Conftantine threatened in /peaking ^ but reqiiefted ift 
writinff, itat ccyfu06); fiiv frJrit^si^ y^oc^an itti^iy* His letters gradually 
alTnmed a menacing tone; but while he required that the enttance of 
the church should be open to «// , he avoided the odious name of 
Arius. AthanaGus , like a skilful politician , has accurately marked 
theft diftinctions (tom« x. p. 7S8), which allowed him fome fcope fot 
excufe and delay. - ^ 

'** The Meletians in Egypt, like the Doniitifts in Africa, were 
iproduced by an epifcbpal quarrel which arofe from the perfecution. 
I have not leifure to purfue the obfciire controvfrfy, which* feems to 
have been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athanaiius , and the 
ignorance of £piphanius. See Mosheim's General Hiftory of the Church, 
▼o|. i. p. ooi. 

**3 The treatment of the fix bishops is fpecified by Sozomen (1. ii, 
<• 2^0 ; but Athanafius himfelf, fo copious on the fubject of Arfenius 
nnd the chalice «. leaves this grave accufation without a reply. 

^^* Athanaf. torn. i. p. 788. Socrates, 1. i. c. 28. Sozomen, I. ii. 
«• a^. The emperor, in bis Epiftle of Convocation (Eufeb. in Vit. 
Conftant. 1. iv. c. 42.), feems to prejudge fome members of the clergy, 
and it was more than probable that the fynud would apply thofe re- 
proaches to Athanaiius. • 

'^^ See, in particular, the fecond Apology of Athanaiius (toni. i, 
p. 763 — 808.). and his EpifUes to the Monks (p. 808 — 866.). 
They are juftified by original and authentic documents; but they would 
infpire more confidence, if he appeared lefs ipnocent, and his enemies 
lefs abfurd. 

'•* Enfebius in Vit. Conflantin. 1. iv. c 4< — 47. 

^^^ Athanaf. tom. i. p. 804. Jn a church dedicated to St. Athanafius, 
this fituation would afford a better fubiect for a picture, than molt of 
the ilories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

''*' Athanaf. tom. i. p. 729. Ennapius has related (in Vit. Sophtft. 
p* 36, 37* edit. Commelin) a ftrange example of the cruelty and cre- 
dulity of Conilautine on a iimilar occafion. The eloquent S(^pater, a 
Syrian philofopher, enjoyed his friendship, and provoked the refentment 
of Abiavius , his Prtttorian praefect. The corn - fleet was detained for 
want of a fouth wind: the people of Conftantinopic were difcontented ; 
and Sopater was beheaded^ on a charge that he had bound the winds 
by the power of magic. Suidas add%, that Conilantine wished to prove, 
by this execution, that he had> abfolutely renounced the fuperflition 
of the Gentiles. 

'"' In his return he law Conftantius twice, at Viminiacum and at 
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Ccrarta in Cftppaifocift. (A than at toM. i. p. 676.) Tilkmont fuji- 
pof4S that Conftantine introduced him to the meeting of the three royal 
brothers in Pannonia. (M^moires £ccHf. tom. viii. p. 69* )• 

^'*^ee Beveridge Pandect, torn. i. p. 429^— 452«, and torn. ii. An- 
notation, p. 181. Tillemont M6m. Eccl^C torn. vi. p^ 3io — 324. 
St. Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch with top 
much fkvour and refpect. He reckons ninety. feven bishops. 

' ' ' This magiilrate , fo odious to Athanafius , is ptaifed by Gregory 
Kazian^en^ tom. i. Orat. xxi. p. 390, 391. 

Ssepe premente Deo fert Deus alter epem. 
For the credit of human nature, I am always pleafed to difcovev fome 
good qualities in thofe men whorii party has reprefented as tyrants and 
Dion iters. 

''^ The chronological dilHcuUies which perplex the refidence of 
Athanafius at Rome, are ftrennously agitated by Valefiiis (Obfervat. 
ad Calcem , tom. ii. Hiil. Ecdef. K J. c. i — ^if.) and Tillemont 
(M6m. EccUr. tom. ?iii. p. 6.74* etc.). I have followed the fimple 
hypotheiis of Valefius , who allows only one journey* after the intrufioa 
oF Gregory. 

^'^ I* cannot forbear tranfcribing a judicious obfervation of VTetfteiii 
(Prolcgomen. N. T. p. 19.): Si tamcn Hiftori^m Ecclefiafticam velimus 
confulere, patebit jam inde a feculp quart(^ cum, ortis controverfiis , 
ecclefiae Graeciae doetores in duas partes fcinderentur , ingenio, elo- 
quentil , numero , tantum non aequales , eam partem qux vincere 
cupiebat Romam confugiiTe, majeftatemque pontificis comiter coluiiTe, 
eoque pacto opprefTi^ per pontificem et epifcopos Latinos adver&riis, 
praevaluilTe , atque orthodoxiam in conciliis ftabilivifTe. . Eam db 
caufam Athanafius, non fine comitatu, Romam petiit,.plurefque annos 
ibi haefit. 

'^* Philoitorgius, 1. iii. c. 12. If any corruption was nfed to pro- 
mote the intereft of religion , an advocate of Athanafius might juilify 
or excufe this queftionaUe conduct, by the example of Cato and 
Sidney; the former of whom \s faid to have given, and the latter to 
have received, a bribe, in the caufe of liberty. 

*^5 The Canon, which allows appeals to the Roman Pontiffs, hat 
almoft raifed the council of Sardica to the dignity oF^a general coun- 
cil; and its acts have been ignorantly or artfully confounded with 
thofe of tl^e Nicene fynod. See Tillemont » tom. viii. p. 689 » and 
Geddcs's Tracts, vol. ii. p. 4X9 — >4<>o. 

*'* As Athanafius difperfcd fecret invectivei againft Conilantius (fee 
the Epiftle to the Monks), at the fame time that he afl[Vired him 
of his profound refpect, we might difliruft the profefTions of the arch- 
bishop. Tom. i. p. 677- • 

.^'^7 Notwithftanding the difcreet filence of Athanafius, and the 
fianifeft forgery of a letter infertcd by Socrates, thefe menaces are 
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proved by the unqueflfonabie evidence of Lucifer of Cafliari, and 
even Of Conftantius himfelf. See Tillemont , torn. viii. p. 693. 

"•I have always entertained feme doubts concerning the relfac- 
tation of Urfacius aiid V?lens (Atbanaf. torn. L p. 776.). Their epillles 
to Julius bishop of Rome, and to A.thanaiius hirtifeff, areof fo differeni 
a oaft from each oth^r, that they cannot* both be genuine. The ont 
fpeaks the language of criramals who confei^ their guilt and infamy; 
the other of enemies, who fblicit on equal terms an honourable 
reconciliation. 

-^'^ Thie cifcumftances of his ftcond return maybe collected from 
Athanafius himfelf, tom. i. p. 7C>^ and 822. 843> Socrates » 1. ii. 
c. 18. Sozomen, K iii. c. 19. Theodoret« 1. ii. c. 11, ii. Fhiloftorgius, 
1. iii. c. ti. 

^** Athanafius ^tom. i. p. 677, ^78.) defends his innocence by pathetic 
complaints, folemn affertions, and fpecious arguments. He admits that 
letters had been forged in his name , but he requeOs that his own fecrc- 
taries, and thofe of the ^rant, may be examined^ whether thofe letters 
had been written by the former or received by the latter. 

'*' Athanaf. tom. i. p. 82s-'— 844- 

'** Athanaf. tom. i. p. 8f5r. Theodoret, 1. ii. c. I6.~ The emperor 
declared « that he was more defirous to fubdue Athanafius « than h< 
had been to vanquish Magnentius or Sylvanus. 

'*' The affairs of the council of Milan are fo imperfectly and 
c^oneously related by the Greek writers , that we muft rejoice in the 
fupply of fome letters of Eufebius , extracted by Baronius , from the 
archives of the church of Vercellx, and of an old life of Dionyfius of 
Milan, published by BoUandus. See Baronius, A. D. 355- and Tillemont, 
tom. vii. p. T415. 

'*♦ The honours, prefents, feafts, which feduced fo many bishops, 
are mentioned #ith indignation by .thofe who were too pure or too 
proud to accept them. " "Wc combat (fays Hilary of Poitiers) againft 
„ Conftantius the antichrift; who ftrokes the belly inftead of fcourging 
„ the back;" qui iion dorfa cxdit, fed ventrem palpat* Hilarius contra 
Conftant' e. s. p,* 1240. 

*** Something of this oppofition is mentioned by Ammianus (xv.7.), 
who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of ecclefiailical 
hil^ory. Liberius . . . perfeveranter renitebatur, nee vifum hominem, 
ii«c auditum damnare nefas iiltimuni fsepe exclamans ; aperte fcilicet 
recalcitrans Imperatoris arbitrio. Id enim ille Athanafio femper 
infeftus, etc. 

, *** More properly by the orthodox part of the council of Sardica. 
If the bishops of both' parties had fairly voted, the divifion would have 
keen 94 to 76. M. de Tillemont (fee torn. viii. p. H47 — 1158.) is 
juftly furprifed that fo fmall a majority should have proceeded fo 
vigorously againft their adverfarits^ the priiicipal of whom they im. 
mediately depoftd. 
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"^ Snip. Severns in Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 4i2, 

'*' The exile of Liberius is mentioned by Attiniianns* xv. 7. See 
Theodoret , t. ii. c. 16. AthanaC torn. i. p. 834. — 837. Hilar. 
Fragment, i. 

''^ The life of Ofius is collected by Tillemont (torn. vii. p. ^24-;-^ 
S6t,) who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and then 
reprobates, the bishop of C6rdova. In the tnidft of their lamentations 
•n his fall , the prudence of Athanafius may be diftinguished from the 
blind and intemperate zeal of Hilary. 

no The confelTors of the Weft wfere fiicccffively banished .to the 
deferts of Arabia or Thebais , the lonely places of Mount Taurus « 
the wildeft parts of Phrygia, which were in the poiTeflion of the im- 
pious Montanifts , etc. VThen the Heretic £tius was too favourably 
entertained at Mopfueftia in Cilicia, the pKice of his exile was changed, 
by the advice of Acacius^ to Amblada, a diftrict inhabited by favages, 
and infefted by war and peftilence. Philoftorg. 1. v. c. 2. 

''' See the cruel treatment. and ftrange obftnacy of Eufebius, in his 
own letters, published by Baronius, A. D. Z^6i N* 92-' — 102. 

"* Caetcrum exules fatis conftat, totius orbis ftndiis celebratos pe- 
cuniafque els in fomptum affatim congeftas « legationibus quoque eos 
plebis Catholics ex omnibus fere provinciis freqiiehtatos. Sulp. S^ver. 
Hiil. Sacra, p. 4i4« Athanaf. torn. i. •p. 836> 840. 
; '" Ample materials for the hiftory of this third perfecution of 
Athanaflus may be found in his own works. See particularly his very 
able Apology to Conftantius (torn. i. p. 673.), his firft Apology for his 
flight ^p. 70T.), his prolix Epiille to the Solitaries (p. 808.), and the 
original Proteft of the People of Alexandria againft the violences coAi- 
mitted by Syrianus (866. 4 SozonTen (1. iv. c. 9i)'has thrown into 
the narriitive two or three luminous and important circumftances- 

''^ Athanafius had lately fent,for Antony, and forme of his chofen 
Monks. They defcended from their mountain , announced to the Alex- 
andrians the fanctity of Athanafius , ahd were honourably conducted 
by the archbishop as far as the gates of the city. Athanaf. torn. ii. 
p; 491, 492. Si;e likewife Rufinus, iii. 16^. in Vit. Patr. p. S24. 

*'* Athanaf. tom. i. p. ^94- TheemperOr, or his Afian fecretaries» 
while they exprefs their refentment ,' betray their febrs and efteem of 
Athanafius. • 

n' Thefe minute circumfianres are curious, as they are literally 
tranfcribed from the proteft , which was publicly prefented three days 
afterwards by the Catholics of Alexandria. See Athanaf. torn', i. 
p. 8«7. 

''7 The Janfenifts have often compared Athanafius and Arnautd» 
and have expatiated with pleafure on the faith and zeal, the,merit and 
exile, of thofe celebrated doctors. This concealed parallel is very 
dextrously managed by the Abh6 de la Bletetie* Vie de Jovien-, tom. j. 
^. 130; 
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'^ Hiiic jam toto orbe profiles Athanafius , 'nee uUus ef tutus td 
laten^um fupererat )bcus. Tribuni, Praefccti, Comites , exercitus 
quoque, ad perveftigandum eum m^ventur edictis Imperialibus : prxtnia 
delatoribus proponuntur , ii quis eiim vivum , fi id minus , caput certc 
Athanafii detuliflet. Rufin. 1. u c. 16, 

^'* Gregor. Nazianzen. torn. i. Orat. xxi. p. 3S4» 38S. See Tille- 
mont, Mim. EccUf. torn. vii. p. I7<5 — r4io. 820— B8o, 

'^" Et nulla tormentorum vis inveniri adhuc potuit, qus obdurat6 
illius tract&s latroni invito elicere potuit» ut nomen proprium dicat* 
Ammian. xxii. K^.'and Valefius ad locum« 

»♦* Rufin, 1. i. c. 18. Sozomen , 1. iv. c, i<)> This and the 
following flory will be rendered impoflible , if we fuppofe that Atha^ 
na^us always inhabited the afj^lum which he accidentally or eccaiion* 
ally had u&d. 

'♦» Palladius (Hift. Lanfiac. c I3«. in Vit. Patrum, p. 776.), the 
•riginal author of this anecdote, had converfed with the damfel , who 
in her old age fiill remembered with pleafure fo pious and honourable 
a connection. I cannot indulge the delicacy of Baronius, Valefius, 
Tillemont» etc. who almoft reject a ilory fo unworthy, as they deem 
it, of the gravity of ecclefiaftical hiftory. 

'^' Athanaf. torn. L p. 869. I agree with Tillemont (torn. viii. 
p. II97*)» that his expreffions imply a perfonal , though perhaps 
fecret , vifit to the fynods. 

'♦♦ The epiftle of Athanafius to the Monks is filled with reproaches, 
which the public mull £ee1 to be true (vol. i« p. 834- 8S6.) ; and, 
in compliment to his yaders, he has introduced the comparifons of 
Pharaoh, Ahab, Belshazzar, etc. The boldncfs of Hilary was at- ' 
tended with lefs danger « if he published his invective in Gaul after 
the revolt of Julian ; but Lucifer fen t his libels to Conftantius , and 
almoft challenged the reward of Martyrdom. See "rillemont, torn. vii. 
p. 90^. 

^*^ Athanafius (torn. I. p. 8TI.) complains in general of this 
practice, which he afcer\i'ards exemplifies (p. 861.) in the pretended 
election of Faelix. Three eunuchs reprefented the Roman people, and 
three prelates, who followed the court, aifumed the functions of the 
bishops of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

'♦* Thomaffin (Difcipline dePEglife, tom.^ 1. 1. ii. c. 7a, 73- p. 966 — » 
984.) has collected many curious facts concerning the origin andprogrcfs 
of church, finging, both in the Eaft and V^eft. 

'^^ Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 13. Godefroy has examined this fubject 
with fingular accuracy (p. 147, etc.). There were three hetei-odox 
forms: ** To the Father by the S6n j and in the Holy Ghoft: " "To 
„ the Father and the Son,/n the Holy Ghoft: " and ** To the Father 
„ in the Son and the Holy Ghoft. '' 

*♦• After the exile of Euftathius, under the reign of Conftantine , the 
rigid party of the orthodox formed a feparation, which afterwards 
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degenerate^l into a fchifm , and laftcd abo?c fonrfcore yearii See 
Tillemont, M^m. EccUf. torn, vii.-p. 3^ — S4* H37 — iiS8. torn, viiu 
p. 537— -632- 1314-^1332. In many churches , the Arians and Ho- 
mooufiansj who had renonnced each other's communion , continued 
for fome time to join in prayer. Philoftorgius. , 1. iii. c. 14. 

'^' See, on this eccleiiaftical revolution of Rome, Ammianus, xv. f, 
Athanaf. torn. i. p^ 834> 8#i. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 15. Theodoret. ]. ii. 
€i 17. Sulp. Severn Hift. Sacra > 1. ii. p. 41^- Hieronym. Chron. MaN 
cellin. ft Favftin. Libell. p. 3) 4< Tillemont, M^m. EccUf. torn. yU 
p. J36. 

>'* Cucufus was the laft ftage of his life and fufferings. The fituatioa 
«f that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cilicia, and the 
. LeiTer Armenia, has occafioned fome geographical perplexity) but we- 
ftre directed to the true fpot by the courfe of the Roman road from 
Csefarea to Anazarbus. See Cellarii Geograph. torn. ii. p. a 13. V^eiTeljns 
ftd Itinerar. p. 179. 703. 

^'^ Athanafius (torn. I. p. 703* 813, 814.) afilrms, in the moft 
poGtive terms, that Paul was^urdered; and appeals, not only to 
common fame, but even to the unfuf^icious teftimony of Philagrius» 
one of the Arian perfecutors. Tet he acknowledges, that the here- 
tics attributed to difeafe the death of the bishop of Conftantinople. 
Athanafius is fervilely copied by Socrates (1. ii. c. 26.); but Sozomen, 
who difcovers a more liberal temper, prefumes (1. i?. c< a.) to in«. 
finuate a prudent doiibt. 

'^^ Ammianus (xiy. lOt) refers to his own account of this tragic 
event. But we no longer poffiefs that part of his hiftory. 

in See Spctates , 1. ii. c. 6, 7. "• 13. I5, i6. 26, 27. 38. and 
Sozomen, 1. iii* 3t 4* 7. $• 1. iv. c. ii. 21. The acts of Sr* Paul of 
Conftantinople, of which Photius has made an abftract rPhot. Biblioth. 
p. 1419 — 1430.), are an indifferent copy of thefe hiflorians; but a 
modern Greek , who , could write the life of a faint without adding 
fiibles and miracles, is entitled to fome tommendation. 

''* Socrates, 1. ii. c. 27. 38. Sozomen, 1. iv. c^ »T. The principal 
affiftants of Macedonius, in the work of perfecution , were the two 
bishops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus , who were efteemed for theit 
virtues , and efpecially for their charity. I cannot forbear reminding 
the reader, that the difference between the Homooujion and Homoioufion^ 
is almoft invifible to the niceft theological eye. , 

'^5 w'e are ignorant of the precife fituation of Mantinium. In 
fpeaking of thefe /our bands of legion arits, Socrates, Sozomen, and 
the author of the Acts of St. Paul , ute the indefinite terms of 
pifi$^oi', ^oc^ioevys^^ TxyniMTX^ which Nicephoros very properly translates 
thoufands, Valef. ad SOCrat^ 1. ii. c. 38. 
5^' Julian. Epiftol. Iii. p. 4.)^- edit. Spanheim. / 

*'' See Optatns Milevitanus (p^ticularly iii 4.), with the Do- 
aatift hiftory « by M^ fittpiji» aad the original fieeet at the end of hi# 

oditiOA. 
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•ditiom The mimerous circumftances which AUfcuftin has mehtiohed^ 
of the jfury of Ihe CircUmceliiohs againft others % aiid againft them, 
felves , have heen laboriously coUtcted by Tillemont , MSm. SccUC; 
torn. vi. p. 147 — 165 ; and he has often , though without defign ,. 
expofed the injuries which had provoked thofe fanatics 

'^' It is amufing enough to obferve the language of oppo&tJt par- 
ties, when they fpeak of the fame men and jthings. Gttaius , bishop 
of Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox fynod^ ** Gratia^ 
**' Deo omnipotenti et Chriilo Jefu ... qui imperavit relii;ioflifimo 
*' Conftanti Imperatori, ut votum gereret unitatis, et mitteret miniftros 
" fancti operis famulos Dei Paulum et Macarium. *' Monument. Vet*, 
ad calcem Optati, p. 3i^* *' Ecce fubito, ** (fays the Donatift author 
of the PaiEtion of Marculus) *' de Conftantis regis tyrannic^ domo.. ; 
** pollutum Macarianse ^erfecutionis murmur increpuit , et duahut 
** befiiit ikd Africam mifiis , eodem icllicet Macario et Paulo execran* 
" dum prorfus ac dirum e'cclefise certamen indictum eft; ut populut 
'* ChsiJtianus ad unioneni ciim traditoribvs faciendam, hudatis militum 
*' giadils et dradononi prxfentibus figais > et tubarum vocibus cogertfJi 
** tur, '» Monunieiit. p. 364» 

M» Xhe Hiftoire des Camifards , in 3 vol. ^4diO. Villefranehe I760| 
may be recommended as accurate and impartial. It requires fome at<> 
tentiort to difcover the religion oif the author. 

x«« i^he 4)6natift fuiciiies alleged in their juftliicatfoh the exampU 
<tf Razias, which is related iii the I4th chapter of the fecond book 
of ihe Maccabees. 

''' ll^uilas infeftas hominibus beftiasj ut Tutat 0bi ferales pleriqu# 
Chrifiianoruth expertus* Ammian. xxii. S. 

x«* Gregor. Nazianzen , OratJ. p. 33* See Tillemont » tom^ via 
f, 501. quarto edit. ^ 

''' Hiftoire f^olitiqiie et Philofophique des EtabliiTements des Euro- 
^6ens dans les deux Indes , torn. i. p. 9. ^ 

"♦ According^to Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantiii. 1. ii. c. 45.) the cmpei 
ror prohibited , both in cities and in the country , rx fwvufx . . ; 
rtii E<^&>XoXc(rf£i0c; ; the abominable acts or parts of idolatry. Sdcrsites 
(1. L e. 17*) and Sozomen (1. ii. c 4» 5.) have reprefented the con^ 
duct of Gonftantine with a juft regard to truth and hiftpry ; which has 
been neglected by TheodoretCl. v. c. 21.) andOrolius (vii. £8.); Tun^ 
dcinde (fays the latter) primus Conitantinus Jufio ordine tt pio vicem 
▼ertit edicto ; (iquideiH ftatuit citra uUam homidum caedem, pagano- 
rum templa claudl. 

'" See Eufbbius in Vit^ Conllantin. 1. li) c. %6. 66, tn the fermoit 
to the aiTembly of faints , which the emperor |»ronounced when be 
was mature in years and piety , he declares to the idolaters ( c. xi. ) i 
that they are permitted to offer faerifites^ and to ezercife eVtry pari 
of their religious worship* 

Vol. ill. (^ # 
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'" Sec Earebius* in Vit. CoQftintiii. 1« hi. e. S4«^s8. and 1. i^. 
C. 33. 2^. Thefe acts of authority may be compared witli the fop. 
preffion of the Bacchanals , and the demolition of the temple of Ifis ,; 
by the magiftrates of Pagan Rome. 

'^7 Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. $4-) and Libanhis (^Qmr. 
pro Templis « p. 9 * lo. edit. Gothofred. ) , both mention the piout 
fiicrilege of Oonilantine, which they viewed in very different lights. 
7he latter ejcpre&ly declares , that ** he made vfe of the (acred money , 
», but made no alteration in the legal worship; the temples indeed 
M were impoverished, but the (kcred rites were performed there." 
Lardner's Jewish and Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 140. 

'^' Ammiaous (xxii. 4.) fpeafcs offome court eunuchs ^ho were 
fpoliis teraplonim pafti. Libanins fays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. s3.)» 
that the emperor'^often gave away a temple, Iffce a dog, or a horfe, 
or a slave , or a gold cop : but the devout philofbpher takes care to 
obferve , that thefe (kcrilesious favourites very feldom profpered. 

'^* See Gothofred. Cod. TheodoC torn. vi. p. 162. Liban. Orht. 
Parental, c. x. in Fabric. Bibi. Grsc.* torn. vii. p. 23s. 

170 piacuit oinnibus locis atque nrbibus uniyerfis clffudi pcotii^ut 
Umpla, et acceflu vetitis omnibus Hcentinm delin^uendi perditis ^b« 
negari. VolumnS etiam cunctos a facrificiis abftinere- Quod fi qiits 
ali^uid forte hujiifmodi perpetraverit , gladio fternatur: facultates etiam 
perempti fifco decernimus vindicari: et limiliter adfligi restores pro* 
▼incisurnm fi ^cinora vindicare neglexeritft. Cod. Tbeodof. I. xvi. 
tit. X. leg. 4. Chronology has difcovered fome contradiction in tHe . 
date of this extravagant law; the only one, perhaps « by which the 
negligence of magifkrates is punished by death and cphfifcation. M. 
de la Baftte (M<m. de PAcad^mie, torn. i^v. p. "^8.) conjectures, with 
a shew of reafon , that this was no more than the minutes of a law* • 
the heads of an intended bill , which were found in Scriniis Memoriae, 
among the papers of Conftantins^ aild aftervtrards inferted, as a worthjr 
model, in the T*heodofian Code. * 

'7' Symmach. Epiftol. x. ^4. 

*'* The fourth PifTertatioli of M. de la Baftie, fur le Sbuverain Poa- 
tificat des timpereurs Remains (in the M-^m. de TAcad. torn. xir« 
p. 75" — 144 « is a very learned and judicious performance, which ex- 
plains the fiate , and proves the toleration , of pagahifm from Conihuu 
tine to Gratian. The affertion of Zofimus , that Gratian was the firll 
who refiifed the pontifical robe, is confirmed beyond a doubt: and the 
murmurs of bigoti:y , on that fubjcct, are almoft filenced. 

'7' As I have freely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganifm, I 
shall now trace the Angular revolutions of tbofe celebrated worifs. T. 
Xlxyvi^ in the Doric dialect, fo familiar to the Italians , fi'gnifies 4 
fountain; and the rural neighbourhood whrcb frequented the fame 
fountain., derived the common appellation otpagusznA pagans (Feftus 
fnb voce, and Servius ad Virgil. Georgic. ii, 382.)- 2. By an eaff 
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cxtenlion of the word , pagan and rural became almoft fynonyinout 
(PHn. Hift. Natur. xxviii. 5*); and the meaner ruftics acquired that 
name , which has been corrupted into pcafanu in the modern languages 
of Europe. 3. The amazing increafe of the military order introduced 
the necelilty of a correlative term CEfume*s Eilkys, vol. i. p. 5S^*)i 
and all the people who were not enlifted in the fervice of the prince 
were branded with the contemptuous epithet of pagans (Tacit. Hift. iii. 
24* 43* 77' Juvenal. Satir. xvi. TertulHan de Pallio, c. 4*)* 4. The 
Ghriftians were the foldiers of Chrift; their adverfaries , who refiifed 
h\% facrament t or military oath of baptifm, might deferve the meta* 
phorical name of pagmis; and this popular reproach was introduced 
as early as the reign of Valentinian (A. D. 365.) into Imperial laws 
(Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 18.) and theological writings. 
5' Chriftianity gradually filled the cities of the empire : the old religion » 
in the time of Prudentins Cadverf. Symmachum, 1. i. ad fin.) and 
Orolius (in Praefat. Hift.) , retired and languished in obfcure villages s 
and the word pagans, with its new lignification , reverted to its pri- 
mitive origin. 6. Since the worship of Jupiter^ and his family has ex- 
pired , the vacant title of pagans has been fucceffively applied to all 
the idolaters and polytheifts of the old and new world. 7. The Latin 
Chriftians beftowed it, without fcruple, on their mortal enemies the 
Mahometans ; and the pureft unitarians were branded with the unjuft 
reproach of idolatry and paganifm. See Gerard Voifius Etymologicon 
Linguae Latinae, in his works, torn. i. p. 420. 6odefroy*s CommenUry 
on the Theodofian Code , tom. vi. p. 3SO. and Ducange , medi« et 
infimae Latinitat. GloiTar. 

'7^ In the pure language of Ionia and Athens, EiS&)Xov and Kctr^not 
were ancient and farihliar words. The former exprefled a likenefs^ 
an apparition (Homer. OdyflT. xi, 601.) a reprefentation , an image ^ 
created either by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort of fervict 
or slavery. The Jews of Egypt, who translated the Hebrew fcripturet, 
reftrained the ufe of thefe words (Exod. xx. 4, 5.) to the religious 
worship of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hellenifts, or Grecian 
Jews, has been adopted by the facred and eccleiiaftical writers, and 
the reproach of idolatry ( E;^wXoX«rp£/« ) has ftigmatized that vifible 
and abject mode of fuperftition , which fome fects of Chriftianity should 
not haftily impu)te to the polytheifts of Greece and Rome. 
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